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(Brief r is ussion in the absence of the jam) 

(The jury enter court) 

(Judge addresses jury -re liming) 

I me 

Q. I just want to return. briefly. Mr Page, to where we brake off last night because you swore an 

affidavit in the civil proceedings, did -you rot? 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q And exhit 3tcd €Y ,h1 t „'; f b wi f -v, a . a copy >f y our tr dixig amounts in relatto n to th'C business 

it ), whirl ;i1 i✓ j'r` i.• y ..3„E 

gel r Post Office ny retail side, sire

Q. s, those accounts having been prepared d by your acco .t ts, l eei Statam? rt1
. 

A. Statham,. sir v 
 

~J 'c 

Prom information which you supplied to them? 
r ~~  

E 
< invoices and evervtthin sir, yes. 11 

~. i 

Q, 

se, 

p A. g t have been thinlung that in November ember 2010i i hav e 

S 

sold my house and the proceeds went into a bank account with Nat West, However, I did sell some 

furniture and the cash for that went into the business and I bought some goods in the cash and carry, 

so when I turned round and said. that I took some money out, thinking about it, I can do that because 

I put some myself; my Own in

mu
bought for the shop and accounted for as purchases and then pocketed the money without panting it 

H through the books? Are you with&wing that evidence? 
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A. No, I am not, sir. I'm just saying that that's the reason why I said that. 

Q  te' tr nit scs tlutg at:ls ferret:::, 

A. It is foreign, sir, yes. I wouldn't class that asooking Ihoio ; 

io ething I've already :put in, sir. 

Q. Thking out ax fetht p nf uttde and not declaring itfn tl nts 

A. But it's money I've already put in myself 

Q saysz g'at quarter past fouryesterday, are 

t`? 

A. No, sir, I have thought about it, which I presume I'm entitled to do? 

Q. Of course, you have thought about the impact of that upon this jury's view on your honesty 

and you are now giving a different version again, are you not? 

A. No, sir. 

Q We will pass on. T Munt that ? p 1 as l t *tl 

g O ept d4 ' 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. That, you tell us, and I am putting it in shorthand .d tern now, is because you were p :.:. 
;.: 

?fie 

er iii that•ii~itex~ie~v because of th eq e? 

A. That is correct, sir. I was trying to be helpful. 

Q. Were yot trying to be helpful or trying to',- tr : 

A. 13oth,su. 

Q. Were you succeeding? 

A. No, looking back, sir, I got it wrong. 

Q. m pvas it facet?! 
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A. I presume so. 

Q. You were ° here and your expert accountant, ho is here, I think, today is that right? 

A, I presume so, sir. 

Q. You were both here hearing your tie;;. read through in full including on this issue. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, when you gn an account .o€urt l outtlr 

succeeding  in being helpi`ul? 

A.

Q< W  been bout? 

A. I was trying to be honest, sin I could only try and be helpful s . 

I g to be helpihi. 

Q. I

A. Yes, six. 

Q. And you knew, of course, that you were going to he see;.~ again by Mr Petal, 

A Not in January, air, no, I was pit € n police , ups and rolum a i . s. < r .eer ' I weat to the 

police station in Stafford. I waited an hour and a half and Mr Patci wanted interview w e and I 

said, "I haven't got a solicitor with me. As a matter of common cs rtes , if you lied hit me know I 

would have had a solicitor present because I couldn't afford a solicitor just. to be sitting there" and I 

would here had an interview with blur. Ha warred to interview me hut I said I had the — I think it's 

called the local solicitor cm call from thaw. 

Q, The position is this, Mr Page, that. when year interviews with Mr Patel finished in January, he 

told var in terms that. there was a vast amount of documentation to be gone through h and that he 

would want to interview z iew you again. 

. . He did say that(?) sir, yes. 

Q. And in April, by appointment and with a solicitor present, t, Mr Carringtonm 
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A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You were interviewed again? 

A. Yes, sir, a voluntary interview. 

Q. So, three months had gone by, three months and more? 

A. That is correct, sir, 

Q@ .:j„~.t.~y~ ~ 
i:.i 7'~C'+:L d"ro t }utthe.: ;e..

A. d eascrl ; ; , . NIaM .o evidence to s ; . nythiag other., aij.

Q. *hatdo yc , : nanuc ce ±, srhath  .happened. 's~ ;th t thcsf~ap+,+a 

giving 4  i, j j4 say ̀ ''t r f b  Th*1 h 3t_I ;iL'. x €° 4t is, &k1~

,noth z £252,000 worth of cmos to Mr GRO You knew that that story was false. 

Q, Let us see exactly what you said, because let me make it quite clear to you, Mr Pate, so that 

there is no misunderstanding. My suggestion to you is this, that as time has gone on before this trial 

MR COOPER: Your honour, perhaps he could also be given the chance not just to say that he 

understands the suggestion, as to whether he wants to deal with it. 

MR JOHN: I am about to deal with it. 

MR COOPER: That is my submission to your honour. 

JUT. GE 'FOOD: No, the question was perfectly proper. The answer has been given and the case „. . 

should simply proceed. 

MR JOHN: Could you have the interview folder before you, Mr Page, and we will see first of all 

what you told Mr Patel in January. It you have the page? 
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Q. So, pausing there can we be satisfied about this, that the explanation that we have been given 

here for the shortage that you knew was being shown on the office accounts is volunteered by you? 

A. In what way, sir? 

Q. Well, it is in front of you, Mr Page. 

JUDGE WOOD: I think that it is the use of the word "volunteered" perhaps that may not be easy. 

MR JOB ll.*Me it if it is aru igacoras It is not as if Mr Pal f` v a suggesting to 

did lax G RO ;buy £280,000 odd worth ofeuros. The suggestion does not ooze fret i Mr 

Patel, does it? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. It comes from you. To use the most neutral term. I am going to at present, what you said there 

on any view was completely inaccurate. 

A. Yes, sir. 

asked here and givinginfb atiônaboutthis:traii. tion with Mr 1 GRO te,.a tra trti 

w aying had oceuffed the previous" k> 
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the lever arch where Mr Patel says, inity be hithrg thezpkt here

. _iEgpi the bounemg..Gf tat1iite rnien did he do t ies nsaction ihr 

A. Yes, sir. 

thing I could think of was that it was something  to do -with the• bounced cheques. 

Ih d ous week 
,..
T at is my point, 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. And you are saving buvc b iL'ka3 dry a t.x~.;ie,t;:3 ;r m 's ; ""?,..~t;r_ as .. . ;. . ~ r~,J x.

been Wednesday or Thursday. All right? 

A. Yes, sir, 

x x , 
Q. ,et us take it up from there, if e may 

.:. 
3~ moo.... ; You 

know f it as well as I do" and you cariy an, ' d YOU 

tC 
:•~ : Egg .,v, . t E x ~E .r~arrEE ~i.E,`. 'xs EEy. .~,: 

a... .3 ~ Y~,:r , k correct yourself, I Wiest.  
J

A. Yes, sir. At that time I was under the impression that I didn't want to keep a high value 

cheque in the safe because in case the auditors came down and 

Q. " /hat you are saying here, because you appreciate that part of the safeguard of this kind of 
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interview is that it is on tape, do you see? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So, that there is a safeguard for Mr Patel who is asking the questions and there is a safeguard 

for you so that no one can twist your words afterwards. Do you follow? 

A. Yes, sir. 

. 1 $.f€ . . i ,1 uj sne mare 1q that is not something you could possiblyhas'e 

.;n nMtken about, is i

A. Because I was unclear what was going on. 

Q. ;<. with r. ; ; - .... < I Nr the fact tIut;you knew that Ivlr Patel had. discovered a 

-w hat 

ycu had jumped on, was it not? 

A. No, sir, Fm not jumping. Fm the one who raised it, not Mr Patel. 

Q. Exactly. You had to come up with an answer and this is the one that you elected to give .. 

A. That at is incorrect, sir. 

Q. A false answer. 

A. That is incorrect, sir. 

Q. 
M

this. So that we have the context you can see, Mr Page, can you not, that 

where we are looking here a number of sentences are in italics because they 
are 

direct quotes from 

the transcript that we have just been looking at, so that we understand. 
You are being given the 

opportunity to comment again on the exact words that were used back in January, 
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A. Y s, sly, 

Q. And that is rehearsed in Mr PateIs question towards the bottom of the e page ending  with you 

saying, G RO 1 dtue euros ..... : k 1)4gh.

I 

D1 

EI 

F 

G 

B 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. , we have the context there. e : " 

I'iht f

A. Yes„ air, 

Q. Can we take it up, then, please, $agiSi1,. because of course you had already said :in relation 

to that £271,000 1,000 rheque.that it -was -.w 

A. I 9 sir. You said 271, 1 think. 

Q. ; 

Ae I right have said 271 bntiI think it as 278, air. 

Yes, it doses in fact say 271.. but we will not tall out about that. What you have said was that 

A. That's what he informed me sir, yes. 

Q. So, a lm. :Yc arc rive vu t:.0 cutest let us look. .  1, where we see tape 

3&9231 him to cover  the £ `N W 

that " Well,qq 
'fig .4gcheque'?"  Your :irk Yesa ~.''.~"~ . "Well, a 

.Y z 

hindsight, if everybody acts in hindsight, no I shouldn't have done" And it goes on: "If you 

suggested ested it, why did he -"how  did you know he wanted euros that day?" so we are talking about 

A. Yes, sire 

And you give an answer. "He comes in, he has the euros nearly, not every day, every other,. 
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every two or three days or whatever". And further down, Mx Patel:

. ... Your answer; " bJy rot

.
. .

...:. 34Üt1h fit, dtdzz t he?"x chef?tea 
.: 

A. I had no reason to make it any different, sir. 

Q. But you had hadhreex nth to, think about whether what

very large gap in your ca ~ tvdt 

M 

El 

oil 

Si 

I 

A. Hnum. 

Q. And three months down the line, you are giving, the same account. 

A. I didn't know that that was an issue, sir. I thought that the account I gave was truthful and 

correct at that time. 

Q. Well, you thought Mr Patel had swallowed it, did you not? 

A. Utokl bim was what I thought was coneot at the time and truthft . 

Q. Can gel to the bottom of page 19 please9 You asked about a schedule. We will turn if up 

if we need to but it may not be necessary for this purpose. At the bottom 

A. Page 19` 

Yes. Mr Patel, "At the very bolto a, the rott a a ci the s€ hedule, I have separated the I301

inn etion I r u 4,00 ," 'I h at is euras, yes" 

A. Yes, sir. 

uros?" "Now, I'd say 

tw.een the.7`' and 13", I'm sure". 

A. At that time, sir, I presumed .it was correct, yes, 

Q. It is not a question. Mr Page, with respect to you, of assuming or presuming anything; you 

knew, and all you were doing here was pinning down the date to botwec the 13th, You 

are actually elaborating your story and rriwipg the t efr one down to a p ;z od of between, well, 
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V .
A . No, no. I : 4 CJe use it may be that there is a misunderstanding. You 

understand that you have said in the mterview thaj did thetra smc x G RO 

and did sell him this final large amount of euros. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is in the interview, 

Q. That incorrect, sir. 

, You said that when you said it in the interview you were telling the truth as Y on uudertistc sd it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

. And you have been cross-eamined about that. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q, But what I would like you to do is, if it is possible for me, please, s to say whether y ow 

say to the piry that that is possibly what had h U 

A. No, sir. Looking back it couldn't have happened, sir. I do apologise. 

Q. Right. I am going to write that down just so that we have that absolutely clear. I am writing: 

bl.  am not sayrng tI$jbett ps any possibility that the final cheque zas used to buy an additional 

quantity of euros as I said m intez . ". 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Thank you. 

MR JOIN: You see, you have had many months, Mr Page, have you not, with probably your o r 

full set of papers in this ease, statements? 

A. From January to April, sir. 
G 

No, no, leading up to this trial, 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you have no doubt had an opportunity to reflect upon what the documents show and do 

B not show? 
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and just thawing pieces of paper at me and asking me questions there and then. 

MR 101-IN: Very well. Lot us follow it through and see whether you exhibit any doubt, any lack of 

certainty about this transaction. a  you 
on the 

14 . del t ma lty aware that I 'd purchased m r bums with this cheque" and you 

come back, 'I did ill you". "WtI, Thais why I clarified t at't " y "  d'  nd Mr Patel goes, on, ̀dI 
......... ...... . . ................................ 

wasn't sure but now I know bttt I stall can't find  where that transaction x lob 99. Do tallow it 

with. inc. And Mr Patel is asking you, "But you", meaning you,, Mr Page,' 3Ofwabsulutely y°e 

he purchased more r tt 1 `F Yes, he dad, yes" So, you are not telling lam, I 

can't be sure about it now, it's months ago. I haven't got the d.oc;can tints." You are not saying 

anything like that. 'Yt  1ii?g Mr Patel that you are absolutely sure that' he purchased 28 

's
. wow 4)f euros the previous week. 

A. At that moment in time when I was interviewed, sir, that's what I believed was true. All I 

know is that there were no euros left in the office after Mr ._._._._G RO _._._deft on the Monday. 

I sto 

owt 

&ahrei d li ne 
tnd 

one which you have persisted in in. January ............. 
E 

and in April until with months to look at this documentation you realised that the story simply 

would not wash. 

A. It's no different from the theory that Mr Patel comes up with 

This is not a theory. H ..... .MrPatel a ct something which as a fact 

never happened di ' 
mw

A. (No audible reply) 

Q. let us move on. Can we have the jury bundle open, please, at 112BY 
G 

A. Can I put the interviews down? 

Q. For the present Yu are familiar with this sched ale, Mr Page, 
as 

we 

all are, is that right? 

A. That is 

correct, 

sir. 

H Q. 

I am going to 

start, please, 

at the beginning of our in dictment period 

because 

we know 

that 

th e 
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Ford money r ange figures have € t be,  j fl ffl

r11 aki so on So e wU std at at h1

A. Week -what, sorry, 15? 

Do you Mw that 

A, YCs, SL 

Q. I just Agent us to orientate ourselves on this schedule to see whether you agree what it should 

rev  if the office accounts were being properly and bo estly kept gn 

should it not? 

Q. if necessaiy, we wiLl go back to basics, Mr Page, but the position is this, is it not; foreign 

currency, when it is booked. in from Hemel FIe .l stead,, is going to be sold in the bureau? 

A, That is correct, sir, yes. 

A. 

Q> Right. And if at the weekend, the end of the acoountl g week, I mean, if all is well with the 

accounts and there h ve been no errors and no fake accounting, ng, then . the figure in the ice erg. 

h.am,...4:,:.W sb t r e the Tarn "d tl€   tsi~ t i 
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A. Ys, sit 

Ii' 

31

D 

Fl 

Q. So, all is well. .. 51 ~~ < ber the explanation that has been given there, and we can 

look at the document if need be — there is a figure in the inflation column bcca€rse there is a 

difference :between the two columns we haste been looking at. 1)o you rerne her? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. An 4 4 Iced because somebody has keyed led in the 

tev tion. ̀ e? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you want me to.turn that up so that you are sure about that? 

Q. Let us follow it through. Week''5?, putting it: in layman's terns, if I may, the office balances, 

does it not, because again, column 4 equals column 5, which is as it should be. Yes? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And similarly, weel . , week 54 a . .. • : r Ce and in a way m 

A. There is no week 54, sir, on this. 

Q. r am sorry, of course not week 54; week s ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. A trifling difference 40 pence and anyone can make a mistake at that level. Yes? 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. . in, the ofIicr baH6 t . p.rf°ectlM its t r3 _ of t re .ga € ? 

A. It equals the } ̀ord .uoaey hanger, sir; ,Yes: 

Q. It is exactly what you o d expect to happen, is it not, if the accounts arc big accurate'y 

kept and if the accounts am- being honestly kept. That is right, is it not? 

A. All my accounts are honestly kept, sir. 

Q. We will come back to that, If we go over the page we can see exactly the'same pa€t `'s 

shown in

A. Correct, sir, 

Q. And am week ` have a differs d 
y~...e

A. In . a:: way, ur r The Ford money changer agreed with ths; f J, ? . c a~ -y; a..,, . 

Q. Yes. You see, yesterday you were giving an explanation for the inflation figures that we see 

sing from week 18 onwerds. 

A. Week 13 onward., sir. 
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A I . 1 6: a different error is made but again explained: . 
iñgeI3asbçenused 

A. Yes, sir. 

B, 

C I 

F1 

GI 

I 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. Take it from me that it was a Friday. 

Q. And that isy*expafla' t aFtliefi es'tha(weeeint&'intlatirstz vluzz lre [er? 

A. .. not 
only 

did 't used to count it hut as youcan see there, Margaret  Pearce xs 
.. 

: 

e ll € Sze tc garet Peattemad What she was actually signing up to when she signed off 

accounts in a moment; rest assured, but I want to understand quite clearly so that the jury know 

what your evidence is about this, that quite coin.cidental.ly, edlate eery first 

ace  #in week aA1e Mr Lartwz%ght takes 140 grand out of the office, quite coincidentally it is that 

week and all the weeks that follow right up to your arrest th at you start boo in b gt 1encl

au* 

iutótha 

a,; tack where it soul have been, but inlo the M stoe? 
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A s tave 1eti rf4bAM 

Q. All right. Let us leave 20 and 21 to one side. I Ime an argument about that which the jury 

Will hear later. Let: us stick with your account first of all. It is a  d ece, is it s  that der Mr 

B. 

M 

C I 

D I 

I 

FI 

H 

Cartwright remnied out 160,000 that week4 it is from that weak- on with the exception of 20 and. 21 

A. TWas greying a large amount of mos, u , Yu . 

<  

But you were getting large a nounts of arcs before. 

A qttOtip t i that r; G RO was szr. 

Q. So, it is a coincidence, is it, on your evidence, Mr Page, that at the stage, week 1 Ii, that is 

when be started buying large quantities of e ros? 

A. No, as I said, he was always large amounts but I decided to put them into that mw

Q. o, the answer you gave a moment ago was a little misleading, was it. not? 

A. No, sir. In what way? 

Q. Because you ware suggesting to the 
jury 

a moment ago that the reason why you steal: at 

week IS to book bulk eurus into your AM stock was because that was when Mr- _._._._.GRO._._._._'Istarted. 

buying large quantities, your words a few minutes ago. 

A. Yes, but he was always burying large aruounts, sir. 

Q. Do you want me to have the tape played bark, Mr Page? 

MR COOPER: Let him finish answering the u stion, please. 

JUI)OE WOOD: Let s just have u=parse. Your barrister has intervened because it is thought that 

you were cat off before you had completed your answer, 

A. Yes, can I have the question again, my Lord, please? 

Q. Very well, 

JUDGE WOOD: Are you happy to put the question again.? 

SIR. JOHN; Yes, certainly. (To the .tness Just two minutes ago I suggested,  Mr Page, that you 
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A were giving this explanation to the jury for v1i.y you stated booking bulk currency into the AM 

stock, Two minutes ago the explanation you were giving for why that occurred at week 18 and 

onwards was because that was the stage when r[ GRO._,_._. started buying larger quantities of 

B 
euros. Now, did you say that to the jury a few minutes ago? 

A. Yes, I did sir. 

Q. You did, but you now accept that in fact he had been buying large quantities of euos for 

months before this date. 

A Well, °it was getting larger akl larger, sir. 

Q. Why is it this week, this week of all weeks, that is a matter of five days after all -that cash is 

re. n ned out of the office by Mr Cartwright, that you decide that you are going to totally alter the 

way..you de i Wzth bulk cares? 

A. Buse that's what I dec ided, Sw 

A 

JUDGE WOOD: I would like, just to see if you can shed any further light on that. 

A. Yes, I've got an office - a gentleman coming in and re xainb 160K worth of cash out, six, and 

I thought it was about time, especially after being audited and told, I put the office into — well, made 

F sum the offIce rena properly, I decided after having another kick up the rear end that it was best to 

do it that way, sir. 

%

:..wq 'Lng.
A ;Wk>W 

Q. no longer to book bulk. eu€os that came in as foreign currency in the bureau; you would book 

MR JOh N. But you cannot book them both as bureau stock and as AM stock, otherwise you would 

QA O —
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Ana. 

LI 
A duplicate.. 7' ,$ , 

A. Yes; sir, but I've already sold them as well. 

Q. There is not a word & sout this in your interview, is there? 

A. I don't think I was asked that, was I, sir? 

Q. You had not thought up this story then, had you? 

A. (No authblc reply) 

Q. Let us look, please, at the figure we arrive at when the office is audited on the 14x', page.1 130• . 

MR COOPER: `l i.l wears pawing, gg, I deliberately waited because I did not want to interrupt Iva 

John's flow —I am in your honour's hands — Mr John mentioned that on weeks 20 to 21 he has an 

argument winch Ise is potting before the jury on thai. am in your honour's hands. 

JUD T3 '00D,. Can we deal with that when the jury are not here? 

MR COOPER: It is simply whether a question should be put to the iinFps to hear the argument 

and respond to it, that is all. 

JUDGE WOOD: If you would like to raise it when we take a break, that is when we will deal with 

W 

H 

it. 

MR COOPER: Your honour, that is all I have to say 

JDGE WOOD: That is quite all .right. 

MR JOHN: `e the witness) Let us just go back, to 1129 so as to see whether you agree with this 

proposition. Would you stall from week 22, please, go to the nation column at ill 8000 and j st 

run your eye down that, pl.sase, Mr Page and follow it down on 1130 as well. 

A. Yes, 

Q. Now, *what we sue;. there 'with the exception of w ek 35, where the figure is an odd one, 

259,22204. 

A. Yes, sire 

Q What we otherwise ace is an exact number of thousands -...I am sorry w one xMinor 

f~~ 
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exception, week 27 .._ it is 20 ,200, but that apart there are twri features, are there not, about this 

column if we follow it through from July2002 down to the time of your arrest when the office

audited. There are two features, do you agree -- firstly, the figure each week either re mains the 

sane a the previous week, 
weeks 

25 and 6 for instance? 

A. Hmm. 

But that apart, it moves up every week. There is a cratinuing inflation. 

A. ' Yes. 

Q. It is always up, it is never down. 

A. That is correct, sir, yes, 

Q. And the other feature is, apart from the two that I have just highlighted, is tMt:thSe5r exact, 

round figures of thousands. 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. Sterling equivalent? 

A. What do you mean, sterling equivalent? ,; 

1. You tell me. What is this figure supposed to mean on your evidence? 

A. It is sterling equivalent of foreign currency. 

Q. Always rounded up to an exact number of thDmands of .d 

A. Yes, sit. I explained that yesterday, 

Q. And your explanation for what is in that column is that 

the accounts did not balance 

A, You usually end up having a surplus, sir. 

Q, But you are talking about amounts such as £450 Yes? 

A. Yes, sin 

Q. So, you woad round that up or you would round it down? 

A. Yes, to the nearest thousand, or 

sue :. . .. 

found that wh on balance day 
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Q To the oeerert tbrnus d? 

A. Yes, 

Q• Any explanation that you cm came up ith for the fact that the inflation 
time 

gets bigger 

a€u.i bigger every week? 

$$$ A. Batton figures because att he areIX#ore cures instork, sire;. 

Q Soo this shows the volume of euros in stock, doe it 

Via.. 
des, 

sire 

beginning 

of this schedule, with the exception of the week of the alit, 26 June, 2002 when Mr 

Davies tells us that the of fire was in a _ ;err , right up? :y1 Mr CaxtwrghV _ uisft, your officewas
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A. 

Well, that is not right, is it? You have been telling us yourself that from week 1 onwards 

were endlessly rounding up or rounding down so as to make sure that the office did balance when 

A. I've shown a surplus, sir, and the majority of times in the Post Office you don't show a 

A. Yes, sir, but whether I've shown a surplus in my cash account, I can't remember. 

Q. You are shifting your ground yet again, are you not? 

A. No, not at all. 

Y .: its 
u the aIne story goih fbive raizndtes at a`t d , Ia Otà 

A. (Na audible 

Q But on your own account, Mr Page, what then happens is that from July onwards, .%pith the ¢ .. 

exccpttons of week 20 and week 21, every week when you did your fmal cash a count there was a 

plus or a shortage ,,

A. That's correct, sir, the majority of weeks there was. 

Q. Which you then adjusted? 

A. Yes, sir

Q. So Iea

.•'itrar
A. a ciearbaiance,

Q. So that the office would balance perfectly. 
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JUDGE WOOD: No discrepancy? 

:P o, you can never balance the ofilca toil, not the size of that office, 

MR JOHN: Yes, but that is what you. were trying to do, was it not? 

, Yes, sir, but we never could do that. 

Q Your explanation to the jury for these inflation figures in round thousands of pounds is that if 

you found there, was a shortage when you balanced the office m 

A. A surplus, sit. The r ajorit v of times we ended up .laving a surplus. 

Q, All right, a surplus — you would round the : ures broaure reur  leto war to see that the 

office accounts balanced 

A. Balance to a couple of hundred pounds, sir, yes, but four or five hundred pounds. ft"s wxl at i 

said yesterday. 

Q. So, in other worts, on your own account — which, let me make it clear If it is not clear already 

I do not accept a word of _„ each weak ift there was a surplus, shall we, say, of 450, you would 

adjust that figure? 

A. Yes, <... sir, 

Q wold fM4 it 

A. I would not put the surplus in knowing that somebody, an old lady, or whatvr, old woes 

back and pick die money up. 

RIDGE WOO:I): I am just gomg to pause there. "I .;..: 

A surp1u 

Q. "Knowing that a customer would come and ask for the monry back". 

A. Because we were individually stocked sir, and the members of staff would probably realise 

when they balanced that they're over and they would probably realise who they hadn't given, the 

money to or whatever. 

It t f z " 
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I A. That is eorrect. 

Q. I have written that down. 

MR JOHN: When you do your final cash account fbr each week, 
. 
 sçies 

of etto '
. . ; :: 

shortage or surplus, is it not? 

A. :: W 

A. No, if I knew, if the ladles were telling me on the tills that they thought there was x amount 

over because of this, I wouldn't .put in, sir; I'd round it down. 

Q. Did you ever say a word of that when you were interviewed? ed? 

A. I don't think I was asked those questions. 

Q. No. Let us 1e  r.about this -- we will perhaps look it 50 < aecou at later -- the 

pose of the Final cash account is to show the office as it is not as it ought to be, but as it actul; 

what is on the records and what the physical check shows. Yes? 

A. 

Q.Q To sh hiestly, decently- and truthfully > 
`. 

A. t, sir. 

Q. And let us leave little old ladies out of it. When you do your final cash account, if there 

happens to be a shortage, however it has arisen, the shortage should be revealed, should it not, on 

that cash account? 

A. ik ho 

ghi 
'++ . -.e " ' #,'  ,a S ,~+  x<y 

.~ ,:~ti~e y ~ a f fat 

cash account? 

A. Yes, s 

Q. >l Ieeaus that is the only honest may: of da its
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A. Well, I only took the money, round it off or put the money down knowing that one of the 

members bers std had told me that aornebody had had the money. 

So, are you telling we that fOr every one se weeks that we see from July 2002 until 

January 2003, one of your merab rs of toff came to you acid had an explanation for eve time 

there was a <nnn is`> 

A,, The m jority of time, sir. We used to turn ever at least £600,000 per week and had a f of 

of around 5,000 people, We are gomg to make mzsta .es

c 
, 

wing the period ha is covered  by the ii .~ '.. Y. ~~ ,£ IE ,: •.. . ,. I; ; 

members of staff at your office? 

:. 

A. Yes, a. 

Q. Not one of wLthn has had that suggestion put to them. Any explanation for that? 

A. No, sir. I. don't ask the questions. 

Q. No, you give the instructions, though, do you not, to your lawyers? 

A. Yes, sir. 

,ry,

{ v~, .Y g Sy~~yb'PM,hpy 
/ 

~q /
%
yy ~y .y y~.ro yiyy 

p/"R.
®//  

¢~

L/

y~y
r
~

/

p'e 
g
pq -pr 

ce e F .>........e~5e$3 . V S)T'~Ab/MT,: a~ L~9J Ad 13 AI you AIOJ.f.X ~.Yi: 1J~:.~6Sv 

A. No. 

Q. 
sue//....._ ~

putt any h `your d:f cd 9 et £} . 1at i tfis 

G 

A 7 
.i do, . 

$ s y eount even .-.  age, have

H A
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Q. e will then move to another topic. 

JUDGE WOOD: If that is the case I am going to ask if M Page would like to take a break. I 

realise that it is very hard work answering questions, particularly in cross-eaz ination and you have 

been doing that for quite a long time now. 

A. I will carry on if ̀ you want to carry on, sir. 

Q. Are you quite sure? 

A. I am, sir. 

Q. If you feet like a break between now and. one o'clock, just say so. 

A. No, unless the jury want a break. 

Q. I am sure that the jury, as it were, are used to it. 'You are the person who has to give the 

answers, but we will carry on if that is all right, members of the jury. I hope that it is. Very well. 

MR JOHN: So far as the bureau was concern cd, the bureau in common with

A. Have you finished with this, sir? 

Q. Yes, put it to one side for now. We will have to open it up later on but pat it to end side if it is 

easier for you. At the end of each week, each of the stocks had to be balanced. 

A. Yes. 

Q. That, of course, would include the bureau stock? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Recording all the transactions, sales and purchases that week? 

A. Yes. 

A. 
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AQ. Market Pearce did not normally do it, did she? 

A. No, s . 

Q. No, because she hardly knew how to, did slag? 

A. She was not trained up, no, sir° She knew bow to do the, transactions., sir, but not how to 

balance. 

9. And Jane Bay started to be trained up really quite late in the day, did she not? 

A. I would say it could have been mid2OO2, I should tom. 

° Mid-2002, y es, so in the summer? 

A. I would say so, six. 

A, Yes, sir. 

E 
A., Up to them. until I trained Margaret up, yes.

A. 

F Q. oa... i. .. '.

t itgafler_.. - :thato 

, When do you say that tbat started? 
G 

A. When Margaret started getting, trained up whicl , as I :said, maybe the same time as Jane 

started doing the bureau, about mid because I was stmgglmg in the office after my ex-wufh had 

left 

H JUDGE WOOD: You have been asked for a time. Can you try to help us? 
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us just take Barbara Carey at random — at the end of the accounting week, normally aWednesday 

MJ 

F I 

I 

afemoon or evening, she would be required to balance her own stock, would she not? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And the other clerks would be required to balance their own stocks. 

A. Correct, even myself, sir: 

Q. Those were numbered stocks, were they not? 

A. Yes, I had a stock myself. 

Q. What was that? 

A. Off the top of my head, I don't know, sir. It could have been 02001, 1 think, 

Q. You had 020€01, did you? That is not the evidence she have heard from the stall: 

A. I can't remember the exact number, sir, but I did used to sit at my till. 

But 

~1 
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.. .............. .... 

. . . . . ..... ...... .
$t4in1tily.

::wLMontetblag you havejusttlot h of~.? 

No, sir. 

Bemuse again she was not asked about that, .Lxt us see what you said about it in interview, 

. r,r in. : : z :u lie and put away the jury bundle for a moment? It 

7.page 2$l Do
ti 3 

on ha h that This at int < th Mr Patel. 

A. 'e 

A. es. 

Q, Do you sec _ refeccoce to chesterfield in the middle of the page? 

A Yes. sir. 

Q. Just further down there you are being asked here about the cshaccounts; do you follow? tfi

we should start a little f r her up the page. You 

E 

are as ked by Mr Patel,' Now, the cash accounts, then,  are, they done on the Thursday any- morning? 

Who z duce the cash accounts, the .n :l eaash account?" Your answer 

Q tb  Mrgaret.1 3,o~.s's how to do it, es", 

and you go on to say that sometimes she does it. 

A. That is correct, sir. 
S 

Q. And you then explain that tyre are two copies, one that goes to Chesterfield and one that 

stays in the office. 

A. That is comet, sir. 

,Wa lrte identical, 
. . : 
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Q, Yes? 

A. Yes, they would be identical and Pd print two off at the same time, sir. 

Q, That is one thing that you cannot adjust, is it not? What goes to Chesterfield has to be the 

same as The one in the office because it is printed at the same time? 

A. That is correct; sir. 

Q. You cannot adjust that? 

A. Why would I want to adjust it, sir? 

Q. I am not answering your questions, Mr Page. Let us go on. Mr Patch "Right, ht, and do you 

sign them? Does Margaret sign them? Who signs them?" "Margaret sometimes does and I sign 

them as well" Questione

t ' ithat accurate? 

A.

Q. And where on our schedules we can see that from time to time on the final cash account 

Margaret T'eam's signature actually appears, that does not mean, does it, that she has verified each 

and every one of the stocks? It means that she has co mpleted the final account. That is right, is it 

not? 

A. (No audible reply) 

JUDGE WOOD. I am just going to write this down, Mr Page, and I need to know if you agree. 

"When Margaret signs, it means she has completed the final weekly account"" --

A. Yes, 
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Q. Do you meant tit? 

s 

Q. Quite. 

Q. The individual stocks would be balanced, by the till staff", Ls that the right way of putt it? 

A, Yes, sir, and then can I carry o ; sir? 

Q. 

Fyygg 

Please

gg
I 

so Carry on. 

..f O '..  cur 

A. jest th  gin you might be intessted we haee tndividual. stocks and all the reports then go 

to the back office Horizon system. .rd that produces an o:i snapshot of everything that is done in 

the whole week, stock and all the transactions that arc done and what would happen then, either 

myself or Margaret aret the mtotity of Margaret, when it was corning rear to the end of 2002, that you 

put everything together and make sure that it balances with the office snapshot. 

T TD E WOOD: Yes, I have written, "I ,e reports from the stocks, from the individual stocks, go 

to the Horizon system, which allows us to check the total". 
R.. 

st` 

A. ~ k 1 a t is ' <. s 3 . fth;' .Wegree the figures, and if we agree the 

figures with the stock Lind everything else, that is when Margaret used to check the AIM stock with 

e for bulk currency, bulk cash, and we used Co keep bulk stamps in there and once everything 

agreed or balanced or we hadn't .got any thscrepsactes after we'd totalled everything up, we ho: do 

a final cash account. 
. .... ............ 

F. _la 1 

prepare the final alace"'. 

That s eorret str bulk t 

of steps, product of the month, sir. 

Q.
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A. That is correct, my Lord. 

MR JOH': Is this a fair shorthand way of putting it, Mi Page, so that we. understand the final cash 

account for each week, that it is an amalgamation  of what each individual stocks have declared? 

A. That is correct because we have individual policies, stock policy, where some offices just have 

an open till and just have one big office balance, but with that you can't trace where a mistake is 

made. 

Q, Yes. Just going off at a brief tangent for a moment so that we understand the common sense 

behind this, each counter clerk is responsible for their own stock? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. And it is important that they are because if you have either a dishonest counter clerk or a very 

careless counter clerk by them being responsible for balancing their own stock each week, you can 

find out which one it is 

A. That is correct, sir, Sometimes you may be £85.50 short because somebody's till — and you 

find out that that has happened to be a car tax amount, so you can go through their car taxes and 

say, "Well, he obviously hasn't paid .his cheque or you've done the transaction but you forgot to 

take the money" which does unfortunately happen. 

is schedules i:. ~. 

... ..  e o our : hed ld that . : as; t, signed off 

the final cash aceounyou do .suggests do £ G 's was:linrolved in any stealing?

A. No. 

Q. t my falrzlying of figure' 

A. No. 
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Q. B 'acre going back to the saheduku, cu E a= just thai with .:> e matter and sea what your 

account, ofh`_ii is? Did you regard r r<sels; as Bing a thomaghiy ineranpetwrt hpo rst > 

A. Looldng back, yes, 

that is the picture you want the jury to have as to your con.petaree, is it 

A. I wouldn't say I was s very incompetent but I %,as a bit slapdash. 

Q. A bit slapdash? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Not way out of your depth? 

A. I did .rugale, sir, yes, after my wife left my ex wife, sorry. 

Q. Barbara Carey, in common, I suppose, with the rest of the std", you got on with . very well, did 
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you not? 

A. I got on with most of the staff very well, yes. 

Q. I am not suggesthig you did not. Did you remember her— I am just taking her as being one 

exa aple beh $t.

A. Yes. 

d rer saber of 

A. Yes, I would say so but some of it was slapdash, sir, because I was too busy all along. You 

had to cut comers. 

Q. So, a bit slapdash but the suggestions that were put to a number of witnesses that the 

documents and the audit showed you to be completely incompetent — that is a bit wide of the mark, 

is it not? 

A. hr what way, sir? 

Q. Well, it is overstated, is it not? I want this jury to understand how you rate yourself. Don't 

run yourself down. Do not be over modest. How good were you? 

A. I tried my best, sir. 

Q. Yes, and by and large you were okay, were you not? 

A. I would say about okay, sir. 

Yes. 
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Q, Yells of course, when you see a new nurehine for the first time but when you have done a few 

transactions on that machine, it is dead easy, isift it? 

A. It des time to get there, sir, yes,

Q. When you have done a. . few score tra act is. it is dead easy, is it not? It is a simple 

E. 

F 

C 

machine. 

A. The transactions are, sir, but balancing, no, especially halfway through when they change all 

the commands. 

Q. And Horizon is a. Beat improvement rovem ent on Echo, on which you were originally trained, is it not` 

A. Yes, sr, 

Q, Tenth screen? 

A. ' e':, SSIT. 

Q. Nice big buttons soil is difficult to press the wrong one- by mistake? 

A. Yes, six, 

Q. Yes. Much be . r ,. .an the one you were trained on and much easier to use? 

A, Yes, better than .R 1, ,SIT, 

Yes, ',: t cOan with. j9 

A.. After a while, yes, sir. 

Q. And yep could, too. 

A. After a while, sir. 

Q, Yes. lam going to go back to the schedule, so jury bundle, if you would. Could we go back, 

pleas; to 1129?  1 am going to ask your help, Mr Page, in conducting another exercise to see 

Whether you agree with what I are gong to put to you about some figures. Can we look, please, at 

and the

A. Yes. 
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Q.

A. Yes, sir. 

° ~.

2 al eq rim fFf Eiiffincy: 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Or, to use another pose, th '` :. :. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is r ght, is it not? ~= focus':~iosesev . weeks oiigh.t€ i7 t1 this a fair 

A. Yes, Sir. 

Q. M tlt Frei

A. Yes, sir, 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q.  ve then Iowaa Ii that is when. 

the L6OOOO is nimned out, de you remember 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. .. 

A. Yes, sir 

Q. I 
A. 

Q Y ct let us At ni Jiot   ... P' Let us include them. Far less sterling. 
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A  j still a xX all amount Qfi.3,foreign currency

A. .S es, sir9 

Q, If we trace do. a two week, 22 and 23, 24, 25 and took at the sterling figures, we see figures 

ect? generally speaking in five figures, below iOOOOO or thereabouts. Correct? 

t.. A_ That is corrects s€r, 

re  atAnd the foreign curn€ is o running 

A. Yes, sir. 

When non had your conversation with Mr Brown fro froni Bristol aboht your overnight cash 

holdings  being very= large, he was asking you about sterling, was he not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he ,,as telling you two things. firstly, that you bnd not sent in your ONCH figures for 

E 
p 

weeks? ? 

~~ee

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. But you were not sending theta. off. That at is point one that he was raising with you, Whys not. 
G 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there an explanation? 

A.. i I , sir. 

p ~~yy
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A And I did that sip. 

Q. And the jury asked a question about this, you may remember, .and. I was a bit snappy about it. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. VThether you bad been asked to send through three weeks' figures or seven weeks' figures. 

You sent through three, I think? 

A. I think that is correct, sir, yes. 

Q. And there is your fax through the same day? 

A "ldrr, tr 

MR JOHN. There is a jury note, I think. 

JUDGE WOOD: (Same handed to judge) Thank you. The jury ask that the air conditioning be 

turned do n a little, meaning that you are too cold? That is right, yes. I am afraid that we are 

going to have to do that. The barristers sometimes complain about being too hot, not that that 

would excuse any heated moments that have arisen in the court over the past few weeks, of course. 

I can see that the clerk is going to seek to do what the jury have requested and we will carry on for 

the moment anyway. 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q And you realised that, did you not? 

A. What do you mean, I realised that? 

Il you reahaed that tI WèT
, 
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A. That is co ysir. 9t 

................ Q:Wt1 suggest, Mr Page, is that you had been routinely stealing money out o1`the office and 

hiding it in on hand figures up until the thee that Mr Cartwright had to come to the office 

in person to take out your excess sterling and that afterwards you stood biding your thefts by r 

::. inflating the foreign currency figures. That is right, is it not 

A. 

Q. And that is why it i, I suggest, th at it i< . ; =i ac. : z st having no inflation ..,..>.: 

D 

if 

ri

G 

i 

. . 
t ad 

A. That is incorrect, sir. If you look at weeks 20 and 21 it is nil, nit 

Q , Ohyes. Lets deal with that b earuse Mr C oper has asked me to and I will. I. week 19 e 

see that there is 101,000 sterling declared and the foreign currency declared has jumped up -.:_we

can accept, can we not, that the July week is special, if only because of the renmiing out That is 

Ibir, is it not? 

A. if you ,,, sir. 

Q. But we e n see that the foreign cusrenry f.gure in eeariy 100,000, 

A. Correct. 

Q. Were you waiting to see if there was goi ng to be any query about your overnight holdings for 

the next couple of weeks? 

A. No. 

Q. You sent in your ON CH figures in week 19, did you not? 

A. I don't know, sir. I can't remember. 

I Q. Well, having g been brought up short by Mr Brown € d told that you had not done, so for seven 



POL00067005 
POL00067005 

A 

U1I 

C 

iI 

I 

I 

I 

weeks, I imagine that you were on your best behaviour telling Bristol your ONCH figures 

immediately a.ediately afterwards, were you not? 

A. I can't rem ember, sir. At that time my dad was in hospital. He'd just had a heart attack. I 

can't remember what I was doing. I don't think I was in. I was in and out of the office. 

Q. So, in week 20 and week 21, could this be right, that you were testing the water; you were 

waiting to see if anybody would check up on your ONCH figures? . 

A. That is incorrect, sir. 

That is why we see that the office foreign exchange is bmdandng for weeks 20 and 21. You 

did not hear anything more from Bristol, did you? 

A. As far as I know, sir, no. 

Q. No, and you then thought, I suggest, that it was safe to do what you had started doing to hide 

your escalating thefts by inputting false figures into the foreign currency on hand? 

A. That is incorrect. 

Q. And that is how we get up to the 282,000 is it not? 

A. (No audible reply 

Q. I am going to leave this in one moment but just help me in case I have Misunderstood. How is 

it, Mr Page, looking at it sensibly, that when one looks at that inflation column starting in week 22, 

i 88,000, week. 23, 189,000, how can it be that these can always be exact round figures of thousands 

with only the two exceptions that I pointed out? How can that possibly be right because these are, 

on your e ideuco, r page, sterling e zi' alert figures. IlW ukly` ~ kyoutAM

A. I have already answered that. 

A. ;I'd k ~ 3~i .:M.... . :,...,: . r 
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Q. D _ erat,; i . round it up or down  to an exact number of thousands? 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Why? 

A. Because  it's easier for the office to balance and easier f:dr nyself 

Q Hew is tt easier for the office to balance uliwi hat yo -n: doing is a jes nig a. ague that is 

CI 

D 

G 

A, Well, I found it easier, sir, and that's that. 

^ it is thisifi.oation of accounts apart from anything e.lse You know that, do you not? It is false 

aceountiog. 

A. l don't believe so,sir. I was jo makirg sure that the surplus wasn't put in knowing too well 

that somebody may come back for it. 

0^ :ii-ary week? 

A. Most weeks, sir, yes, 

^ Ara we going to hear from any of these people who wow edlesniy thuving their money lying 

around and coming back for it? 

A. I don't know, sir I doubt it^ 

A, We used to deal with — 

Q. Can you wit for the. question? some old-age pensioner cashes a girD 
for 

two week's money 

or six week's money or something or two giros and gets only half of what she is entitled to nsa 

result of some error. 

A^ That is correct. 

Q. Or gets £1 00 less lhwa sift is em' ithA to nA then after a bit, if that is what has happened, she is 

quite likely to PET :ebade 

rL\S 
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I A. That is correct. 

Q. And I fully appreciate that if at the end of a day one of your very nice staff were to think, "I 

never gave that old Mrs Smith the MI money she was entitled to, I can see that I've got £142.30 

over here and she is entitled to it", again, the jury and. I mi ght well understand that you might think,

well, we'll stick that in an envelope, and not saying about the accounts. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I can quite understand that sort of approach. 

A. Yes. 

Q. But I would then think that when next week she has had her envelope back, there would be 

nothing then to declare, would there? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. And everything would go on balancing correctly? 

A. I would keep going on and on and on Wa

Q. I cannot understand how it produces inflation. That is really the question asking you t --- 

A. Well, if somebody came to me at the counter and I hadn't paid them money, sir, maybe 89 

something, that means that the till would show £89 over, 

Q. Yes, if they come back for it .

A. But it might be the following week, sir, I don't know. 

Q. But that would be corrected, would it not? What we are looking at, as I understand it, is 

increasing amounts and I am having difficulty, though the jury may not be having my difficulty, in 

thinking about these people leaving regular amounts in the Post Office and it not being returned to 

them. What do you say about that? 

A. It was returned. We used to put it to one side. Notjust that, we used to pay out over a quarter 

of a million pounds a week in pension allowances, one and a half, two thousand car taxes a month. 

Q. I am going to try to bring my note up to date. One of the difficulties I have is that if.! ask 

L 
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quetiona it is not so easy fbr me to record thy, answers and we need to get on. 

A_ Yes. 

R j0 N on  :,fn€ ur >illow me to speak to Mr Cooper for a moment, 

yes. of ' course. (After a pa e) Iwill read out what I have put and.then! wont 

be 
.. .. 

.. 

ire . .... 

., 

less if u would. ;:: 
aaT .,. . : :.  i € ar ton,cu_2tog> c-us z i t received less 

than they should have done, the, tplus was put on one side and i:.:;€: i ed to tlrem, which might 

happen in the oil owing week. that would explam a surplus in t .at week. It often happened 

, I if _, t ru ,.." That s as far as I have got. Would you like me to as 

l t, i
' r 

" >

j 

s/ 

q 
7<

A. o, sir.

Q. t will leave it there, 

A. Maybe when the office members were showing a surplus for reasons beyond them, we used to 

have to show tl at, sir. 

Q. Yes. 

MR JOLT: I just want to ask you about some of these cheques before I move on, M :'age, Would 

F' 

I 

H 

you 

turn in th e , uur ' 

bundle to 

page 

249 

Ijust want to come 

dash 

briefly 

to 

th is 27&000 

cheque. 

When 

you wow fi rst asked about thi , .NL 

Page. 

nod 

we 

sea tl.= 

k 

it bears 

th e date of 2 January, 

your 

account  was 

tl 

.t MT 

GRO 

d given you 

th is cheque U cater fi r 

the possibility that 

tree of 

his 

cheques 

would bounce over 

th e Christmas 

period. 

Yes? 

A. 

That is 

correct. 

Q. 

That was th e 

explanation 

on 

that 

you gave. 

. 

That's the 

explanation ll v _ .

_G RO _ -

gave me. 

Q. 

Yes, 

and that is 

the 

explanation 

you gave to Mr 

Patel when 

you were interviewed, So, 

it was 

sitting 

there in the till 

against the, likelihood  

or ibo 

possibility 

th at th osecheques were going 

to 

bounce? 
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A. I don't know, sir. 

Q. Well, 
wh

at did Mr G RO tell you? 

A. He said they might bounce. 

Q. They might bounce. And that didn't bother you? 

A. No, as I said earlier, I'd been dealing with ice; Gino_ _ ,
for quite a period of tune and no, it 

I didn"t. 

Q. Why did you not say to bit., "If there's any risk of these cheques bouncing, you can't take the 

euros away"? 

A. Well, he gave me an explanation that the money would be coming into his account and 

because of the Christmas period, Corns or whatever it was had shut, down. 

Q, Is this a post-dated cheque we see at 249? 

A. In what way, sir? I think he came in on the 3', didn't he? 

Q. That is your evidence. We will see that I suggest that you said something quite different to Mr 

Patel, but we will come to that in due course. You are clear now, are you, in your evidence that this 

was given to you on 3 January? 

A. Either the 21 or the 3, I don't know

Q. Let us not quibble about whether it was the 2 or the 3"; it is January, meter. 

A. Yes. 

Q. s e? 

A.

Q. Let me be clear about this. Axe you telling us that it was on that occasion when he handed 

over this cheque that he said, "The three cheques I gave you previously may bounce?" 

A. That is cor .°ect, sir, yes. 

Q. We will look at your account in interview this afternoon but let us be clear about this. Your 

evidence now is not that when he gave you those three large cheques he said, "These may bounce" 

N 
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but that he told you that later? 

A. No, slr. 

Q. Let us see if we get the ohm miogy right. 

was ;la to you izat 

ESL &° b Y ,3 I:B(?that wher. he Ts eycrt*osc  oeqLs lb the ii:.[>L it '1€ v eng them 4f1 : .sho girtog 

,e

A to. i os he re Christmas. 

Q. That is right. On that occasion was he then saying that there might be a problem with, them or 

as ho. 3aot then saying that? 

A. No, he wasn't saying that, sir. He came in after Christmas and told .me that. 

Q, "It was later, after Christmas, that lie told me that"" 

A. That is correct. 

MR iO}IN So that we can trace this through, lam going to invite the jury,  if they think it is 

helpful, to note on page 249, "See page 982" because I am now going to invite Mr Page and the jury 

to look at page 982. So as to keep things neat, if the jury think it will be helpful, .t write on page 

982 "see .24 ", or we could just take out 249, if that is easier. Whichever way suits you, Mr Page, 

can we look at the three cheq :. sn paye please? 

A. Yes. 

Q. These are the three cheques that: we are talking about, are they not? ~l , 

• 

A. Yes. ` : ... :.;,:

B cause inutter of arit n etic., add those three sums up and they come to the 278,181 on V 

page 249, a ll :i lt" 

When do you say that these cheques were  gwen to you by Mr:. GRO j ._._._.. 

A. These three cheques? 
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Q. Yes, 

A. Before Christmas. 

Q. They are dated, two of them, the 2€ ° and one of them the 23r', Given to you together? 

A. What do you mean by together, just two together? 

Q. I mean by that together, at the same time. 

A. Two on the 20'9 probably, yes, and the one on the 23' on the 23'. 

Q. Forgive we one moment. Let us just look at 999, then, please, which shows us the 1 . 

transactions. On 989, do you see a transaction on 20 December? 

A. Yes, 

Q. That line is the £87,000 odd cheque, cotr'ect? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Below that is a transaction for 90,909°? 

A. Yes. 

Q.  was that used for? 

A. I don't know, sir. 

Q. All right. Turn over from 982 to 983 which shows us the back of those cheques which were 

given to you, you say, before Christmas. 0 , ' '7  k A:.. 

A, Yes. 

Q. They were put through the system, were they not? 

A. Yes. / 

Q. Because we can see that they went through the offices on the 27, 

A. That is correct. 

Q. So, in the office records they would have been shown on Horizon as being the receipts, would 

they not? 

A. They  would have done, sir, yes. 
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Q Receipts again. againut the notes of onion which they were being ., used :the pay rr€eei .Yes? 

A. H€ m. 

Q. And it would be, right than, would it net; that if we go back to the 278 cheque, that would not 

appear anywhere on the office records at all? .4> 
_ 

A. That is correct.

Q. tae au.se that -was just being held, there in suspense. Yes, v ; .y 

A. That is correct, yes. 

C . A a d re. _; 'a h. did not represent the sate of any euros to Mr ? G RO

A. No, no. 

Q. . ecaur.e of course otherwisethat also would havebeen entered an lie sou s' s.r:•ciot,Cx'.. i; 

it not? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. All right Have you seen your expert accountant, Mr idddll's report? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you studied it with care? 

A. I have looked at it, sir, but I haven't studied it, no. 

Q. Really? It is a very important  document, is it not, in your life? 

A. It is, sir, yea. 

Q. Have you found anything hi it in relation to wirat you have been saying to this jury that does 

not tie ? 

A. In what way, sir? 

MR COOPER: Your honour, some of the prefaces to questions put to Mr Patel of, "Mr Patel, this 

is not a memory game" was quite right and I wonder whether the same courtesy could be afforded 

to Mr Page? If th e is a point, quite properly, that my learned friend has, perhaps be could direct 

him to it? 
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AGE WOOL) I do not think that there is anything mwroer about the question. It is really very 

for c ounsel to make a general enquiry before focusing on the specific. Obviously the jury 

%ill know that the report is not short and the witness does not profess to be an accountant, but I do 

not think that there is anything wrong in the question. 

MR JOHN: Can we have the answer then? 

A. o audible reply) 

Q, Can we have the answer? 

:C J A. Can I have the question again, please, sir? 

Yes, it is a question that Mir Cooper did not want you to answer. 

MR COOPER: No, your honour.. That is just the sort of thing that was said and your honour told 

IR

E 

I 

am

tale to apologise. 

JUDGE WOOD: We will not have that. 

MR. COOPER.: So, perhaps my learned t%iend might apologise to tile PSi

R. JOHN: Yes, I do. (To the witness) I will ask you again. 
Have you seen anything in that 

report which relates to ins trv, tions that you have given that strikes you as being wrong? 

A. O the tep of y head, co. 

Q. Have you noticed, for instance, that there is no reference anywhere in : .r. iddell's report to 

the explanation that you have given to they for the schedule that we spent so Mitch time on for 

the rounding up of those thousands of figures? Have you spotted the fact that Mr Liddell makes no 

reference to that explanation at all? 

A. No, I don't think so. 

Q. He does not, does he? 

A. I don't thi:h so, no.. 

Q. Because you have invented it since he wrote his report, have you not? 0 
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Q. You know, do you not, that lie has examined whether there

office of £ h2a`a O wwth offoreiitn o :ooy. 

A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. And you know isis con 3 yicu. d von not? 

A. That there wasn't, no. 

Q. There was not and you know that that was comiusion as well, do not? 

k That :?.s correct 

Chat it simply Was not possible that there could have ee ,0 0 worth of cur curos s 

A. That is correct, 

ut the inflation figure that appears on € e font of the sohedk, £z T ,,

explaining to us, implies that there were, 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that inflation schedule, you have explained hOW atOt OWnes to pass because it is figures

that you put in. 

A. That is correct. 

Q. So, on your evidence there should in 
fact have been, when the auditorswent in, £282,08o 

worth of foreign currency. 

b v,-v in v 4 

Q. Well, where is it then? 

A. Idon't know, Sir, y . 

Q. So, you accept, do you, that there is Hissing money? 

A. Whether the money is missing, sir, or there was an accounting -o lem I don't know. 

Q> No, it is not an accounting preblem at alL You know that. 

A. No, I don't know that,sir, at alL Pm not an accountant, 
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, at o i elf hä(cre.td tad prdduedH tov that there j5 ihysieá..rr money 

naissi s . fr a  , , >tm s it neat 

A. 

B 

C 

M 

1 

I 

H 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Wo rentind ourselves that this is not a whole office snapshot, is it? 

A. lt stock, 
sax. 

Q. It is the stock for which you were individually responsible. 

A. No, sir, the question you asked me was if I was solely responsible for that stock. 

Q. f a 
s t dad been then t . pres otz week aka of ; 
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is

, . if you say so. I dnm t know what page. 

Q. Turn hack— do not take my word for it --- to 1130. 

A. Yes. sir. 

Q. So, if the auditors had come in on the 71 rimier than 14 January, and punched just the same 

button to get a snaps hot of your AM stock, it would have shown in terms of forei gn currency, 

sterling equivalent  of - oreign currency. 20? 

C 

D 

E 

PA

C 

M 

A. That is correct, sin 

Q. And similarly, if they had come in a week earlier, 272,000 and so on 2 

A. Yes, sir. 

Because all those fides r o ld haX . had to nays been manually input, would they not? 

A. Yes, and checked by ;self and Margaret, 

Q. Yea, and they would all have been false,_ would they not`} 

A. No, sir, I don't beiha e so. 

t be, do they not? l hey have to be becauaeiothercise o y€ a-viden e 

have
t^ .z3  FY:

. the 1 . theywould' a r z d ` , orth of foreign corrency 

and they did not. 

Q. We have, come Ml circle with your erpl nati n, you see, Mr Page. ' licrc is a great big hole 

of cash that according to the records which have been input through your AM stock simply was not: 



POL00067005 
POL00067005 

A these are your figures, are they not? 

A. And checked by Margaret, yes, 

Q. I am sorry, are you trying to drag Margaret Pearce into this? 

No, I am not trying to drag Margaret into it. I said before, sir, that Margaret used to check the 
B

A. 

bulk figure with me, 

Q. 'rho inflation column that we have looked at so many times now, every entry in it, I think you 

have agreed yourself, from July onwards, is an entry which is not accurate. 

A. It is slightly inaccurate, sir. 

€ . I an it just be igbtly t tst o' We comeright back to the start here.  The auditors did 

~y t £282,000 woth f or . ._ _ .1 ._ . ,r thing lie it in the office,  There was a hole 

A. And I can't explain that, sir. 

Q. An4 the figures s hav1reen input ili ock are atluef, r Pages

A. No, I deny that. 

Q. I want to deal with just one other matter. Who had keys to the office, Mr Page? 

A. 
_ 

Jane and Margaret. Myself,   MaLga et. 

Q. And you, as the sub.postrnaster, of course, was the boss? 

A. That is correct, sir, yes. 

F Qe You could let yourself into that office at any time you liked. 

A. Yes, sir and I did. 

Q. And had you done it -- I know that you will not accept that you did -- you could have gone in at 

any stage, day or night, and taken 2,000 here, 5,000 there and no one would have seen you. 
G 

A. That is very doubtful, sir. 

Q.  ReallyS 

D Fain ~.ting, ]l~ XY,.t4U y,
•"e4R t.:. g~

YY
{{ ~~~ 

;py  !t-T
g pp 

A. The reason being, sir, that the safe should be on a time lock., 

.% 
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Q. I will got you to explain that in a minute. 

A. I will do, sir, yes, 

Q. The suggestion was that it would have been easy for you to make away with thourauds of 

pounds in small numbers, of thousands, regularly without anyone noticing and your answer o rs, "I 

don't agree that that would be' _.. 

A. Because the majority of the time, sir, the s ' should be on a time look, There's four safes and 

what you do, you  tura, a manual key to how many hour: you - zt the -safe to be, locked. rur net 

saying it was dons all the time, sir, bet ;,.ea majority of th thee ' $.`a, 

Q. Right, you say that. And who would do tat` 

A. The last person leaving. It would be myself or Margaret  or ,. 

Q, 'Last person out would do that", 

A. :nun. 

Q. So, one wayw ytbeward would be that if you close at six o'clock, leave the building t that stage 

-- I do not know if that is 

A. The safe should not open again until maybe seven or eight o'clock the following morning, 

Q, Yes, so you would be able to set the time clock so that no one could got into the safe for 

eleven bars, say? 

A. Yes, raid if e used to come u in, because td were a t:ed to the Redeem tem_, Roru.ec, so 

if you came in out of office hours, you would have a phone call round the back asking what you are 

doing € e e, and whatever, and that would be logged., 

Q. Yea. "Romer, -would telephone me if I went in out of hours and t hat would be: logged"? 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR JOHN: Horace are a pretty unreliable  organisatiori, are they not? 

A. Some part of it, sir, especially the electricians. 

Q. We know that, do we not, because you aited for months turd months for them to come and 
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repair your rate board? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. So, we cannot really rely upon them picking up any defaults, can we? 

A. They should do, sir, because I was paying x. amount per year. 

Q. I know that we should do but we would be wrong, would we not? 

A. That is something you would have to take up with Redcare then, sir, isn't it? 

Q. We know that from all the evidence. You are not disputing, are you, that your rate board was 

inoperative for months? 

A. No, I am not, sir. 

And it was down to Romec to replace it? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So, we cannot .ot place too much reliance upon them, can we? 

A. No, I don't know, sir. I used to rely on them regarding the alarm, sir, yes. 

Q. Now, I want to deal with your suggestion that euro sales, sales of large quantities of euros to 

Mr L _ G RO- - rod regularly be entered by you into the Ford money changer and Mr 
-- ---, 

G.RO Ilien not pick them up until a day or two later. 

A. That is correct, sir, yes. 

Q. And you stand firm on that, do you, Mr Page? 

A. Yes, I do. 

Q. A.nd you say that the rate boards will show that, do you? 

A. Yes, I do, sir, yes. 

Q. If you are telling the truth, they should do. 

A. They should do, they will do, sir, 

Q. Yes, if you are telling the truth they will do will they? 

A. Yes. 
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, Let us see what you said about it ir interview . Is this right that you said —> 

A. Can I have the interview, sib 

Q. Well, we will take you to it in a moment. I will ask you the general question &st and Thera we 

will look at the 
detail, 

ha iatervie > what you sere saying,brradty speakitig, was this, that most 

invariably Mn G RO l.would he there to conduct the transaction with you. 

A. That is co t. 

Q, On occasions  yr. might be out of the office and you. world then give. instructions for your 

staff Y"F wae you had already  Mi angrd sits rats with him.. 

.Ao ,F s:E: .... ... :<rf"£','c.. 

Q. And  . : eftect you would say, ,, T 
- - - - -

G Ro 
— - - - - — g 

however you referred to him

A. Md G RO 

Q Mr GRO ,", very respectful, "will be in later and there, are souse earns for bun" 

A. That is correct, 

v 

Words to that effect, and they would know the amount, would they, because it would be in the 

dicey? 

A. i'hay had already been sold some of the time, sir. 

Q, Flow would d they know the amount? 

A. :B .car=ne it would be in the box with a receipt on>. 

Q. You would have torn off the receipt? 

A. Yes, and put it on top of the box. 

Q. So, the receipt on the Fill money changer let us take a simple example — if yo . had bad a 

conversation with Mr L.._....._GRO._._._,_. e would ask- you, aaHow many emos have you got?" 

A. Yes. We'd show him hog much we had received over a period of a couple of days, yes. 

Let me see that I have not misunderstood .derstood this. Is it not the case that Mr !GRO; would 

order a certain amount of euros, place an carder with you awl l \ o€ \on would ld then ask fIn theta from 
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got to the stag: where I was just getting them in as he wanted as my as .he could get. 

1 . Because he would buy whatever you could lay your hands on? 

A. That is correct, sir, yes. 

Brit initially did he say, "Can you got me 100,000 or 200,000 earns? 

.4. N, that's as it built up, Sir, yes. 

Yes, and as time went on you just got in as much as you could' 

C 
A. That is correct. As I said, it started from 1999 onwards. 

Q. Yes. So, assume on a Monday he calls you and asks, "How ninny euros have you got 

available today" and you said half a million? 

D A. Well, whatever I'd got in stock, sir, yes. 

Q. All right, Let us assume that it 'was half a million and you would tell him that. is that ti ht? I 

just want to see if I have got the system right. Would he say, "What's the rate?" 

A. He probably would do, sir, or just ask how many euros I'd got in stock. 

E 
Q. Would he ask the rate is the question. 

A. I am not saying all the time. lie may do, sir, but not all the whale, 11.0. 

JUDGE WOOD He might ask the rate but not all the time? 

A. No, sir - I can't answer yes or no with that sir. 

MR JOHN: ̀i n be clear about this, here is a man who is transacting business with you at a 

significant sum of money? 

A. Yes. 

G 
Q. And he would ask you how much you hisl in stock? 

A. Yes. 

Q, And he might .not even ask you what rate you would give him? 

A. He may do, sir. I can't really remember I have just said that. 
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ti 1'. t.  a  r<rthat the rate is?" 

A. I don't know, sir. You wi ll have to ek Mr G Ro that, not me. 

Q. Well, you are a businessman, not perhaps on the same scale, Mr Page --- no disrespect to you --

but .t you are in business. 

A. H m. 

Does it make ' amines e a tiu - let us take a smaller transactiontKyouwantedto buy 

5,000 euros from 'Thom as Cooks or;.lie -op or anywhere 
else, 

you ; ould want to know the rate, 
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AYThat' s not m - I do "t know, l'mnotIfr GRO i uJ. 

Q. No, , : am asking about you. If you were doing it, you would want to :lmow the rate, would you 

not? 

.A, Possibly I would. yes, but I am not Ms G RO so whether  t tha" 

another thing, isn't it? 

Q, Particularly if you here into it for hundreds of thousands s of pounds. 

A, What do you mean, into it for hundreds of thousands of pounds? 

Q. Well.  he was, wasn't he? 

A. Well., I didn't know that. 

Q. He was giving you cheques for hundreds of thousands of pounds. 

A. Yos, 

Q. Yes, All the more important, if you are using money at that kind of level, to be certain what 

rate you are going to got_ 

A. As I said, I cannot specs for Ms L. L1

. , that is your evidence, is it, that he never asked what the rate - 

A. No. I didn't say that. I said I can't remember. er. He may have done; he may not have done. 

Q, You cannot remember one way or the other but the cue thing that you are sure about is that lie 

newer at any time attempted to negotiate the rate with yo` 

A, He may have done when he first started, ed, I very much doubt it, but there's one rate and 
that's 

the rate I gave him, 

Q. Would you look at the interviews, please, tab 5, 
page 

1$? 

A. What page, 16? 

Yes, 

please. You are being. asked about one particular transaction which was reversed. Do you 

remember this? 

A. (No audible reply) 
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Q, Perhaps we should start at the bottom of 15. You were asked about a transaction at 10,17 r 

36,000 euros. Do you see? 

A. 11mm. 

Q. And then another done for 80,000 euros? 

A. Yes. 

Q, And thy, you say that that , reversed, over on a t6. ," he 80,000 is reversed, which 

leaves us with only one transaction". 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then one minute later you. do another transaction of 72,000. Your answer, "I'm probably 

just trying to balance the books." 

A. And the Ford money chair, sir, ybs. 

Q. Question. "So, was Mr- G.RO.._._._ physically present when all this was going on?" "I would 

very much doubt it, yes," 

A. That is correct. 

Q. a Co ~zoza tl at xs dealt wide here in the context of a reverse transaction, is 

there anywhere within your interviews that you can recall where you suggest that Mr 
. . . G RO

would order currency is advance, you would enter it in the money chauger advance 

a$ Jip rc.iild come in ..a day or two days later a Doe that app  here iii these interviews` 

A. I don't know, sir. 1. don't 
think so. 

Q You see, Efts one -thing, is` it not, for currency to be ordered from l4ernel flompstead in

advance and entered into the money changer on receipt so that; it is booked into the office? 

A. 11m . 

Q, That is the standard procedure, is it not? 

A. Yes, sir

Q. 4 f course, Øtoelc, ys? 

;` 
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A 

!t [tt4flkotbçr,1 it notto haveacoiv tt  with Mr GRO €the piou. vhe 

yo have the cures already in stock €aaxur are lbr another  8 ibt .. .,,, 

changer as a sale as soon as you put the phone down? ' s 

A. Nu,afr. not really beca se as soon as the money used to :home in we used to sell it. 

strai htaw-ay er Jane would sell It straightaway. It just makes it easier for us to give to Mr 

G RO vl3c he dlcl come in. 

0. So that oc the till roll, the Ford money changer till roll, which of course, rse, has a date and a time 

it, if Mr -G RO 'then came in two days later to collect it, the receipt would reflect a 

transoetion which was not taking place that day but one that had taken place two days earlier? 

A, That is cotrect, Y s. 

JUDGE WOOL 1e itihaw that. Soawhat you are saying is at yoiw9ld t1thbi th th f 

f foreign currency you had available? 

A. Yes, sir. 

correctsir. 

Q. Mid t wM2 le t_ atreugh the .1 ' mom i ci mute : so that you zreaI1oa el to 

A. Tb entrrect, sir. 

. te Bch he 

you 
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A, May or may not have --- 

(. - may or may not have set with you? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. And that would be efficient because -when he came in. the staff would be able to hand it over 

and he would simply write the cheque as required by the valuation, the price shown, on the Ford 

transaction.? 

A. 

Q, So, that would explain why he would be producing a cheque which would bear a different 

date from the Ford money changer transaction? 

A. That is correct, sir. As you can understand, we were a busy office and. we used to try and get 

things done as quickly as we could to make it easier for ourselves later on. 

Q. Right. 

A. And I think lane, in her evidence, said that she used to do that. She used to count the money 

and sell it off and put it in the safe. 

Q, I am afraid that we may need to recall heron that but the point you are making, , anyway, is that 

this was done so that the foreign currency was - I amsaying allocated to Mr GRO and'could 

be delivered to him --- no, handed over is better — to him when he carne!! 

A. That is correct, sir_ 

MR JOB ,..  . 
a  pt to

yca lit you have given s ma ay I just deal with a general point 

before I invite his Honour to adjourn perhaps a minute or two early so that I can move on to that 

later. If we just take a simple example, shall we say halfa million euros which you have in stock 

on a Monday, and Mr GRO ;rings you and you sell them by putting them through the money 

I changer as a sale as soon as you put the phone down on him? 
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A. 
. 

t.urse. n,za d .. axed .4 store :7 

A. If I'd d. s se its sir, yes. if :l. 
.Y . sold, yes. 

Q. Well, that is -what you are telling us, that you normally did, 

A. I did n orma y do that, sir. 

Q. Right. So, the phone call on Monday, hr' :, T 3 . ; o, F t_ or. "Th : fine, ,qtr Page. Vu be in 

on ednesday", You put the phone down. He her not caked ifir the rate but so as to make it easy 

when he comes in on Wednesdays  ht 3Y put. it through the money e changer applying n 

rate which comes out of your head. and nowhere else? 

A. The rate that I would have took off the bnbaok rate, slightly lower. 

Q. A figure which you would have set for yourself. Yes? 

A. yes, 

Q. Without reference to anyone else? 

A. That is correct. 
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Q. Yes. A bit risky for him, would you not think`? 

A. Looking back at it, sir, yes. 

Q. Particularly if you have not even told him what rate you were going to give him? 

A. That's if I hadn't told him. 

Q. That's not the way it worked, Mr Page, was it? 

A.' I don't know what you are on about. 

Q. Let me make it clear so that you r a think about it, perhaps, over the short adjothnment The 

way it worked was that almost invariably -- not always but almost inv an ably.. Mr G RO
-

would come in, he would produec the euros and they would be sold and punched into the money 

changer in front of him and he would take them away from the office.  That was the normal way, 

A. Can 1 finish an ,verin.,g the question please? 

JUDGE WOOD: Yes. 

A. Sometimes we used to do that, sometimes we didn't. As we got busier we used to put the 

money to one side for him. 

MR JOHN Bch do you; say was the nor al way? 

A.. T'th normal walat .on*iid be putting tl  xoe c y to one side.fot. him 

. JOHN: We will look at that this afternoon. If that is a convenient moment? 

JUDGE W001D. Yes, of coarse. Thank you very much I propose to break off until five past two 

if that is all right fbr you, members of the jury, remembering, of course, that we will be stopping at 

four o'clock today, 

(Luneheon adjournment) 
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I am afraid that I am going to have to take you back to the discrepancy schedule once again, I 

am sorry, I should have done it earlier arid by all means take your time before we deal with the next 

aspect, It is my fault that did not deal with this at the app opa late stage. 

A. Can I have, the page, please? 

Q, Of course; 1128, is fact 1129, which contains a the Week when the £160,000 was 

renu ed out by Mr Cartwright 

A Yes, sin 

Q. I just want to look at some arithmetic with you, and I am going to do it in round figures, if I 

may, because it is a nthir for you and anybody else to expect to do it in any other way, Can we look. 

please, at the reset shown on the office balance at the end of the week 31 July 2002, so in other 

words where it is highlighted, ghted, and to put this back in context this is of course after M Cirtwdght 

has taken the £160,000 away and this is the office balance at the end of that wr ek. 'Are y€ru with 

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. I just want you to look at these figures with me and accept, if you wou1d my maths in round 

figures because it will be checked if I sin wrong. The far ri ht-hand colman, £160,000 is taken out 

dung die week ending 31 July. Correct? 

A, Yes, according to this, sir. 

Q. The m11aton figure is achieved by :Mr Patel 
.
1
 y 

deducting the sum shod on the Ford money 

changer from the foreign currency on hand declared figures 177,500. All right? 

A. Yes, sir, 

. And add to that the sterling figure, 87,000? 

A. Htnm 

Q. So. those three figures, 160. 177 and a half, and. 57 in round figures. Would you please take it 

from me for these purposes that that is about 424,000 together? 

. .... ......... 
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A. (No audible reply) 

Q. Can we look, please, at the same exercise for the previous week? We have no money remmed 

out, of course. We have a Ford money changer figure which is exactly the same as foreign currency 

sterling equivalent declared., ,600 odd? 

A, ice.. 

Q , And a very large figure, 1 think you v' ould agree, 421 000  sterl ..; declared. Would you take it 

from me, again m round figures?. that is about 428,000, so in other wi about the saame? 

C A. Yes, sr

So, a large: sum within a few thousand, about the same, about £425,000 but tk3.i. tmetirazr, 

would you agree with this, Mr Page, is Da 1tercek iat4 ,pay, seek 18, there is ery 

t subtanta1 rise .in the amount shown as foreign currency

A. According to these figures, sir, yes. 

Q. Well, you appreciate, Mr Page, do you not, that these figures are taken, and it has not been 

disputed, from source documentation? 

E 
A. By Mr Patel. 

Q. From the office. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q, They have not come out of the ether. They come from documentation. 1 ow, can we just keep 

that in mind? It may be helpful, perhaps, just to take that sheet out for one mthnent because we 

may need to come back to it, and see ho av:much currency cause in from Hemel Hempstead that ::.,, 

week? Par that purpose cold we'look, please, at page 1.98? 

A. Yes. 
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: W rWould you agree thatthose dates 

D 

E 

F3

C 

taken together comprise that accounting week? 

A, According to these figures, sir, yes. 

Q. It looks like it, does it not? 

A. On these figures, sir, yes. 

Q. If we go over to the right hand column, what I. am, doing, and. it may help 1 jiy, if they 

wish, I am simply highlighting then so That one can look at the totals. As we see, there are the 

figures of euros which have been sent in. from Hemel to your office , and we see 42 and a half, the 

same again, the seine again, the same again, the same age 42 and then 42 end a half. Would you 

take it from me -- again, l may he wrong but as a n..otter of d .tflmeti4, , annie bniught .. 
,h

A. No audible reply) 

Q. 
f !; 

hicrea ,bf.abaut the mrarat hecae that  
ti.ved 

into or office that accounting 

week? 
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So, there is a big difference, is there 
N f= ~

jj

! j 7

......«^
".

.-"t 
/! 

•,t pub 
; Y""'~ ~'3Qt  I

fl J .
A. According to these figures, sir, yes, r z 

Q. You see, the figures, as you appreciate, Mr Page, have been checked not just by Mr Patel but 

by y ur

A. Yes, sir, 

Q. And are agreed as being accurate, but they.: nut match :on papery do. they? 

A. Do you. meat : on week 18, the inflation figure? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, the inflation figure we put in is what I had in stock, sir, at that time. 

A.

Q. We are leaving aside the week of the June audit and leaving aside all those previous weeks 

where there is nil inflation shown on this Patel schedule. 

me so because 1 do not want it to be. When f rei n currency is received in your office om .11enue:l 

Her"l x t ss Vie. office is particularly busy at the time when that conies in geh i ly in the 

A, That is correct, sir. 

Q T1MI bulk u r x cy is entered into the Ford money <chrnug r and x showing b 

a 

I A. That is cotr t, sir. 
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Q. Into shat we refer to often as FM for that week` 

A. T hat is correct, sir. 

Q. And to take a simple example, fume it is a Thursdty u ; ,t 111,o are in the new accounting 

week; in comes 500,000 e .ros that morning in a number of pouches. They are checked and they are 

keyed into the money 1 _ z ;.'er as

A, If we are not busy, sir, yes that is correct, 

Q. The money changer, as we know, at that time net being directly connected to the Horizon 

computer,  so ih is seer; sloes w. 1 a 

A. Yes, sir. 

dobphPM machine? 

A. -

Q. And at the end of the accounting week -When the individual clerks are balancing their stoe .s, 

similarly the bureau stock needs to be balanced as well? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. So, that standalone machine is,rss ft were, thinking to itself during the course of the 

accounting week, recording the money that has come in from .Hemel because that has been keyed in 

either by you or by your stalL Correct? 

A. That is corrects air, yes 

i d eery time that currency is sold to a customer whether it be Mr G RO, ' or me, Chat is 

being keyed in as well? 
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Q. And the way that that gets dealt with, at the end of the accounting week, because the Ford 

N 

N 

El 

I 

~,... . ~~: a:~ W. , r, .::: t,.:., r 

Q. And it is then that figure, the figure that comes out on the coxzrramand.10 print :ff m the Ford 

money changer, that is the one that whoever is balancing the bureau stock 

A. (inaudible) sir, yes. 

Irk H rizo 7 

A. 1 I nrrect. 

f k 'k y ~~ ~ ' ~. • ~KB. X.. 4 l S 4€ d 7 Jere in the 

, fiireIgn cuxney tu baud: tieIred4172 t4 rd moiey ehaner flgurç, the 

the  .not' Whver de1t wtth he tar a r aeemttt t the end of that 

.. , ~ ... . ,. : , ....:.: s....:,,,;.> ... . . .. .... . t . nom: sR .. ..~.~ai. s,..2•a,:;:: , 

A. Yes. 

Q. And then keyed that into Horizon because the Ford money changer figure is generated and 

that then goes to form part of the cash account for the week? 

A. Yes, sir and then the sum is then sent off to Chesterfield, 

<  \ Sj, .' , ` rj •: 
>c~tx• e ,y. ~`i . 7:.... 

i .. I~. 
.s.:..  

.:!
 ~ `9' 

. 
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A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. Now, without t. oin ver g roe d which we ciedt with : this morning, Mr 
Page., that goes 

D 

E 

G 

H 

cnrainly because 

never again from week, 22, 2 August 2002, right up until the time of your Wiest,, does the Ford 

money changer id,sunau ?C  t # 't  _a ounI Fl i  i dIto F n son

A. That is correct. 

Q. That is right, is it not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Let us take week 22 so that we are quite clear about the mechanics of it, Again, , we remind 
. 

ourselves that these schedules are being looked at by any number of people. 

Q The :Lord money changer figure fora... ..,  `. , the cointhéd tO sui ary -would.1 e -e pu. t d 

Correct? 

A. Yes, sir, week 22, yes. 

Q. The amount that has he in the colh , .tt. immediately to its left. 

Q. A massive difference between those two figures. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And whether it was you who was doing it or Margaret Pearce or our friend Joe Public, no 
one 

could ha ve failed to 

miss the fad 

that those 

two 

fi gures bear no 

relation 

what ver to each 

other. 

A. 

According 

to 

th is, 

sir, no. 

Q. So, can we 

just 

place ourselves, if 

we can, 

back 

in the Rugeley 

office on the day when th is 

office is being 

balanced 

on or about 

2S August, and someone has a command l.0 

rzut 

. 

u, 

. 

i;.:,.nt 

of 
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them that shows £95,000 odd as the Ford money changer figure and somebody has put into .Horizon 

not that figure but £283., ? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. How cart that possibly be a mistake? 

A. It is not a mistake, sir It's what -- the bulk, 188,000, what was in the AM stock. 

. How does it get into the AM stock? 

A. Because it might be currency already sold to Mr G RO or let n there.: 

Q. The money that comes in from Hemel Hempstead is booked into the Ford money changer. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On receipt. That is where it stays throughout the accounting week 

A. But I've sold it on the Ford money changer, sir, and put it in the till. 

Q. It does not work, Mr Page, does it, because the e02nuaa .d 10 summary is the figure that needs 

to be put into Horizon so that the  will balance at the end of the week. There is no answer to 

it, Mr Page, is th ere? 

A.

Q. Yes. 

A.

Q. How does it get into the AM stock, Mr Page, because it has been booked in?

A. n th . .. n  Ofr GRO !: f 

A. Iti 

gab 

4 
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JUDGE WOOD. I think that that may be why we are keen to understand exactly what you were 

telling utellmg us this rnmrung happ=rned, When Mi' ._._._. GRO _._._phoned, you agrees how much ou had, 

told him how much you had, he agreed to buy it and you say that the transaction  was done. 

A. Yes, sirr that is erect. 

Q. If the transaction was done then it would go through the Ford money changer then, would it 

not? 

A. Yes, sir 

to Would it not! 

A. t ould. do, sir.. 

D 

LA

14

Q. If it is, then it -Would be shown on the Ford money charger figure. 

A. It would be deducted. from the Ford money changer_ 

Q, Exactly so, and'that is the point that you are being asked about by 

A. Yes, the Ford money changer would have what the currency of the Ford 

tlt 'mm 

Q. IUi 

A, Yes, but it l~M GRO not picked up eueoey, 
E~ E 9

MR JOHN it does not work. It doe s n oa %_ : plc on your own case,. on your own evidence, , ,; age, 

A. Yes, but I w 

Q. And therefore 

MR COOPER. I am sorry, your honor, but I think he was in the middle of giving his answer°. If 

he might be allowed to finish? 

JUDGE WOOD: I think, in fact, the witness irate optedl the z < ; .n„rs 
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MR COOPER. I understand. :t did the same myself. I am sorry, it is difficult. 

MR JOHN. We are certainly not going to fall out about that. I want to give Mr Page every 

opportunity to explain this. (to the witness) If, as you have told us, you had agreed a transaction on 

the telephone with MrF G RO N 

A. That is correct, yes. 

Q. Leaving aside the fact that he did not know what rate he was transacting at but you had keyed 

A. Yes, sir. 

Mdjt tnaairx as one of the traflsactioi arge € szs .... . . ? a ' ~." ....sM_ 

one  changer command JO rint is done at week 

A. Ik i ce  # yes, 

Q. M44bat is the:; figure that we see colum 

A .O the Ford money changer. 

€ ~ c, A. ~ ~ would  the remaining g hulk o.: ~ti..~ y ~a~ left i~~:. .....  ...., 

Q. That does not matter. That does not matter, Mr Page, for this reason, that where the currency 

is -- let mc make it clear that I am not accepting, as you understand, I am sure, that that is what 

occurred — does not matter where currency is. The point is this, that the transaction so far as the 

office accounts and machine is concerned have already been done. It is in the Ford money 

changer's memory. 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And the command 10 print is What teliL the member of staff who is doing the balancing at the 

end of the week what amount  to keying as the .,reign currency on hand figure. 

A. Yes, from the bureau stock, yes. 

Q. Well. it is the bureau stock because it can't be both in the bureau stecle and in the AM stock 

we have gone through this once before — otherwise you have the same large rum duplicated. 

A. The money, the sum that I put into the AM stock, would be the bulk of cash and foreign 

currency in the AM safe. 

Q. I am only x a. ng to take another _ .nt o1 two I3 this and then g am going to peas on but we 

have this rositioc. eker in wind, have we, Mr Page, that whoever lzneilsr d the , w a sroonot for 

week 22, and I will lease f with this one exarnple, would have had in .front of him, if it, was you, or 

her if it was anybody else in your office, a command 10 print slowing 95,000 odd? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. And whoever that person, if it was a he, you, if it was a she, any of you' staff, would have 

f !' Iceye€l iXr 2 616r2? ~; .,{'_ r~^x.+°F,~?. ~ r~'~ ~ / ~ ~` F} 

A. That is correct, sir.

Q. I am going to leave it there. as there a stage, Mr Page, on your evidence, when instead 

Mr 1.-- GRO -
'oommg into the ,:Erie on d tmnsa n which was completed then and there 

on the spot, in other words keyed in as. ao sale to the Ford money changer, cheque handed over, be 

'eaves : dih the cures, when that procedure ceased and a new procedure began, he would order over 

the phone or agree with you over the phone but only come in a day or two days' later? 

A. That I can't reme er, sir, no. 

Q Would you please try and think .bout it because this is your case and your memory is 

important. Was there a stage when the practice changed, that instead  of coming in, writing out a 

cheque  in front of you for the amount that the Ford money changer would  show was the required 

sterling amount, that that ceased and the normal practice would be that he would ring you. -up in 
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advance, ask what was available; you would key it in and he would come in a day or two later and 

have it all done, and dusted` 

A. I think that that may have been going on for quite a while, sir, but I can't remember specific 

dates, it's so long ago. 

y r GRO in the office sometimes early m the morning, #Iiitrnkf itc ._._._._._._._._._._._._._, 

oi4jcJeq in front of you? 

. `t t alb c ral~ X 

A. Because he couldn't give me a cl e ,ue for transactions and come into the, office (inaudible) 

could he? 

Q. No, and the norzal practice troulxo tom  unless 

you happened to be off elsewhere, the general run would b 

,:c theuand 

• tom e   am: 

Q, /hat I sin seeking your help to establish is this, Mr Page. Okay, if the question is confusing, 

tell me so and I will try and rephrase it Is this the E tI € n your evidence, that 

tnsactions were aft done atone go in other words., lV6u1tl ciméin, you would have'the 'e n 

taal .ble for him, you c ould keys in the tIas: aetiLn to the money changer, that would eve zou a 

sterling cost and. he would i ite out a cheque for that amount? 

es, pir, did tha 

Was that how it s 6 ' 
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., It was, Sir, Yes. 

Q. And was that the way it ran fora porio ? 

A. Yes, sir, I believe so. 

. This is what I am. trying to get at you see, e, the 

R 

yes. 

Q"  Y'~4 
/M,#'oKJd~ R£ ~ s T to 1 'bB Ad?e

A. 
WI

---'----GRO 
----- , 

€ , lam so wrry, thank you vi ers much --- Mr G RO would ring you first, you would tell. hun 

what, was availablk, you would key in the transaction as if he wore in front of you? 

Q. But starting when? 

Q. L bs just look at one or two examples to see if this is right. Can we start, please, by looking 

shows eun'eacy I mujust turning It U.p, i you forgive me. lLthowa the 

_..... er. I am so sorry thnit I did not have the page number 

instantly  to band 0. We are going to need, for ccruparilson purposes, S4Jt What I am 
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forgive me for a moment? I have trouble with my own writing. (After a pause) I am sony, this is 

eo fransetion, as

A. That is correct, sir, yes, 

Q. And we have the help on this schedule of the time. 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, this as you appreciate, comes off the FM print out 2U Q ,e Morning, 

which, would I be right in saying, would be 0718? 

A. Yes, sir because I didn't change the 

Q. Not changing the steer time. Well, I am not criticising you for that. S *he 

morning on 22 August This would be bound to be you, would it not? Nobody else would have 

A. 
., 
*. 

Q. What we see from. this is Mr f Hbecause we know that this Is his transaction, buying 

A. Yes. 

Q.. And the following day . . . .fit Vie , JAe&wo Zransactipndone, I suggest, plainly at the 

same time, 0959 and 10 o'clock,, jj?  :. would that be right? 

A. 'M 

A Yt,qfr 

Q $ç Y lm ou 5 k ~~ 



POL00067005 
POL00067005 

A. That is correet, sir. 

Yes. 

R JOHN S 1t? .:::.nttte. can se. please, 1 then 4lOtthc following.

€ a . All right? Csn we focus on these two ties, please, Mr Page? 

A. 147,000? 

F 

G 

H 

Q. gg 7+'`g' 0,(~0{'y @~ _.. y g 
F.~B~ ~.3i.k T ~~;1 ,. e1>.lnrr ~~ c~ '4

.y.L~ 
a ~- ~ 3:' #~€' "-. xA~b wcC9r4. . 

A. 22 of the eighth? 

Q. 22 of the eighth. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I am not going to ask you to speculate whether it would l have been you doing the 23 August 
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trmsaetions? 

A At that time, sir, I think it would have been ttm.e. 

Q. it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

~ v r x 
f Vf~1 # ~Et has take the 463. too out

A. Yes, sir. 

Q At Lichfield? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q, ` k 

A. Yes. 
3: 

Q. GRO 
A. Yes. 

Y' (J / 9 
f 1 :.: 

Q. And when I say sold by him, to be strictly accurate, be if as we see from the 

comments, by a;- .. CRC_._._ _._. NOW, ha Im O71S exactly the same sum as you sold to 

him at 7.18 that morulu . 

A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Did he leave the 100 euros with you? 

A. No, sir. He didn't. 

Q. But the way it looks, Mr Page, is this, is it not., that this was a transaction that was done face 

to face with you in the early morning  of the 22? 

A. Yes, it does, sir. 

Q And later the same day, hamug 100 e ros, that sw w sure i.s deposit d. on Mr GRO 

behalf at Lichfield. 

A. According to this schedule, yes, sir. 

Q. Are you questioning this pedal 

A. No, I am just saying, according to this she dui e I'm looking at now, 

JUDOi3 WOOD Yes, you have said that more than once and yieaie do not think I am criticising, 

Mr Page. It is just that the schedules have been provided to the deibuce who have engaged expert 

accountants to study thorn and were there to be, errors in that schedule no doubt Chess would have, 

been pointed out. We are working g on the basis that they are right. 

A. Okay, sir. 

Q. So when you say, "according to the, schedule", fine, hut we are working on the basis in this 

court that the ,.i,: . :i s sight. We will carry on. 

MB. JOHN It is not a criticism of you, Mr Page, in that respect, at all. Your comment is perfectly 

proper. Just before I move on to the, 23', can we engage in this exercise, please? Do you still have 

988 open, the she that you agree rust have been you because of the time in the morning and 

therefore ore you are physically sically keying it into the money changer at 0718? If we go to the last column 

but one on that same, line, the amount paid over toy , doubtless by cheque from Mr G RO 

is £97,048. .
-  Kr 

M  ,. ... 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that figure. of use., does not c o back of an g lop generated by you 
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because you key in 147.000 euross at the 1.67 rate and that is what the :FM machine tells you to 

charge. 

A. That is correct_, sir. 

Q. Just pausing there while we are at it before we lose the place ..... I am so sorry; I am told I may 

have made a mistake. It is because we have not got column headings. That is my excuse, anyhow. 

You are quite right. Thank you, Mr Tatford * ahead of me as always. 88,000. 

JUDGEWOOD: That is the cheque to be paid? 

1MIR. JOHN: Yes, it is not 97. 97 is what the Crown say is the amount that should have been paid. 

It is because we do not have the headings at the top of each page. It is my fault, and I am sorry. So, 
--- ------- - --- - - ---------, 

to recap, 147,000, you key in that to the machine. You allow _._._._._, G RO ;the rate of 1.67 — 

correct?  +' 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And therefore he gives you a cheque for 88,123.95. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And while we are dealing with it, the schedule tells ass that the ordyiary rate, which would 

have been on the fax sheet that day for an under 5,000 transaction w id have been 1.4974 and in 

bold in the next column if the special rate had been applied, 1,51 Yes? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So, you were allowing him a preference of the difference between 1.5147 up to 1.67? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. Sixteen points better, If we then go back, please, to 1423 to see What happened on Mr 

.......GRO-........ behalf at Lichfield that day, that same sum of euros are 100 and he sells that for 

£92,742 odd. That seems to be right, does it not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So, he is £4,700 to the good before the end of that day? 
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A. According to that, sir, yes, 

Q. And the point is this, he has oo e into the , office and has ;a .sa,: t ed with you before half part 

seven in the morning. . You have keyed those figmes in mid by theend of the day he. has paid the 

equivalent of, 100 euros in elsewhere. 

A. That is correct. 

Q. So, on your evidence this is against the normal pattern by Any7u 't" this is a transaction. ?a;imr~

he hac come in in the morning, done the tr= s ac ks... with you, you have keyed it in and someone has 

gone straight to Lichticld and made nearly £5,000 profit in the same day, Right? 

A. According to this, sir, yes, 

0, So, the next day. Back to 98, if you please. 23 August. is  is in reality nine o'clock . the 

morning, two tmnsactions done simultaneously because we can forget the minute, can we riot? 

A. audible reply) 

Q. Are you with me? 

A. Yes, sir 

-.-i 
Q, Nine o'clock in the era g E :, iour dealing with. G RO personally, yes? 

A. I would :have thought so, sir, ;peso 

Q. Selling him 170,000 cures and the figures given: 51,515,15 times two, so £1.03,000, give or 

take. Correct? 

A. Yes, sire 

Q. Back to page 1423, ii you pleaae. .e next day, 24 August, 170,500, in other words 500 cures 

more, deposited at Liobfield. And this has gone through another third party, a, G RO r es? 

A. don't know Who GRO _._. is, sir. 

No reason why you should but that seems to be the fruits of the same tra sactio:n, does it not? 

This this on the next dee, so not two days later? 

A. Yes. 



POL00067005 
POL00067005 

A , And again, to look at the profit element involved, in round figures £103,000 paid to you? 

A. One thousand? 

Q. Yes, 1103,000 paid to your office. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Two times 51 and a half odd, and a profit of over £4,000 made by the end of the next day. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And yet you knew nothing of these profits? 

C A. Not at all, slue 

Q. And there would not have been any spare curds lying around at the end of the week, would 

there? 

A. No, sir, 
3>; 

Q. Nothing to reflect that very large inflation. figure which we see at the end of that week? 

A. No, o, sir. 

Q. Just a moment, I promise I am moving on to another area but can I just ask you to deal with 

one other aspect, please, Mr Page. Up until the time when Mr Cartwright removed £160,000 in 

sterling from your office, it appears from the paperwork — I use the term neutrally — that your office 

was balancing perfectly apart from the exceptional week: when Mr Davis came in and found the 

' office in a mess. 

A. When the auditors came in, sir. 

Q. Yes. Apart from that it seems from the discrepancy schedule that we have been looking at 

that your office, week after week, was balancing perfectly. 

A< The best I could, sir, yes -- 

Q. It's because -- 

A. Can I I'm sorry, sir, 

H Q. No, forgive e, I interrupted you. You carry on. I would say when you say "perfectly" that 

if 

5\J 
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- ':`........ ?fi r 
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Q. Did you give anybody who came in, our friend Joe Public, anything at less than the value 

which the Post Office said it should be sold at? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. A crude, obvious example being that you do not sell a 27 pence stamp for 26? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. But perhaps more relevantly, b gin xnu$1 you said abet Mr sell 

A. That is correct, sir. 

S 

Q Why not? 

. atbsit z zc e 

A.. If you say so, sir, yes. 

Q Web, it's right, is it not? 

A. `es. 
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Q. So, if I had come into you and ;paid., "I want acme travel insurance" there would be a_ price that 

would be set down? 

A. That is correct, See 

Q. Say, £50, depends on where you are going and for how long, :l . ese" 

A. Where you are going, how long, hew old you are, sir, yes_ 

Q. But it would be laid down somewhere what the price. would he thr the country? 

. That i_s correct, sir, yea. 

Q. FoiE the 
Ia 

}ir. d)f he  `x 1. Ip x }.he th e 33. unbar  " ° k i:aienthar 
." 

A. That is correct, sir, 

theng1  

y

d

s. 

g 
Q. A  you would d look :h. n 1` your to would? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. And if the book said £50, how much wo 1.d. you charge? 

A. If it said £50. sir, it would be £50. 

Q. What ill said to you, 'Oh, I don't like that, 2 .i Page. 1 ihacy paying you £48"? 

A. I couldn't give them at 48, sir. 

Q. why t? 

A Because it says 950 in the book. 

Q
£SS 

gq~ v 

~ 3e ~•~ •-~11 
\.'~q

$~"f+~  . . \i gTk 

~ 
~"+U~~ 1~dRA6' 

g~y.~t .. 

 
#~`r..~
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Q. 

A. No, sir. 

A.

Q. y c t l s e , say anything about fixing your own rates being 

altoale? 

A. No; sir. 

Q. Do you agree that within the Post Office there are a very large number of different outlets? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The figure we have been.giv-en, I think, and we will not quibble about the exact number, I 

hope, is about  17,500 in the country`. 

A. I think there's a lot less than nzow, sir, yes. 

Q. It's come do ,w ; that is certainly true, but a lot, and there is a rule for almost everything is the 

Post Office is there net? 

A. `I i ccrrect, sir, and that's why I asked Mr Steve Gera 

A. 

Q, Well, you get data through every week, do you not? You get your weekly newsletter and there 

is always something changing, is there not? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

I~ 
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The -whole point about the operations manual is that if you are in any doubt as to what is 

proper, as to what you should doe you can look it up, can you note' 

A. Yes, air, 

Q. And if you look it up in the manual it tells you exactly what to do if a customer -wants more 

than 

f,5,000 of curve: ey, does it nut? 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. And it gives rou the number and tells you when it is in t ton 

A. That is eorreel, sir. .>. 

i. f4rb en -to be a Saturday 1.t actually comes through in . rinted form on the fhx.

A. d € a sip 

Yes°_...__

- 
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A ao that there are others, and I know that they have all been produced. This happens to be the 

only one before the jury at the moment 

A. 1 .. 8 day afternoon sirs because First Rate don'twork on 5 :. . . ,. s. 

Q. But every weds is what I mean. 

A. That is correct. 

C Q. So, this would be a weekly event, the Saturday one? 

A. Yes, sir, it would be. 

Q. It would come on Fridays? 

A. Yes, sir. 

MR JOHN: I am going to get the highlighter out here and others may wish to do so as well because 

this may help. What you have just said, Mr Page, is shown by the fax header, is it not? Here we 

can see that this particular rate sheet was faxed out on 3 January, top left? 

E 
A. just before three o'clock, yes. 

Q. Just before three o'clock from FRCS, their fax number given, and you accept, I think, that this 

was one of the sheets that was seized from your office by the police? 

l A. It may be, sir. I don't know if this individual one was, no. 

Q. I know that you were not there, but this was one of them o, we will take this example 

because it is in front of us and without troubling with the details we can see that ft ; 

weekend  eormnencmn aturday January ~' 2003, a. isnit up to 5,000 and we see the normal rrange 
S 

.'popular c _.. 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. it the ones for which. First Rate choose to publish the .5 00O phi rate are dollars, French 
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A> Yes, the French franc and German mark only for buying in sir, I think, because they no is a er 

existed. 

I 

Cl 

I 

9 

Q. Exactly, in fact if we look to the let as you have rightly printed this out, it says, "Not 

applicable" does it not, because nobody was selling them at that time but what we need to home in 

on is the cures, is it not, Mr Page? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what vie see € .ere, if we look at the far le land crlu m, we have cures and euro 5K 

plus and the sell rate for cares at the standard ratd 1Wi.d Correct? 

A. That is correct, sir, yes. 

And if I had come into your office and bad been dealt with, let me suggest by Mrs Baby or 

Mrs Rogerson or any f your clerks, and said, "I would like £7,000 worth of cares on Saturday 

January" she would have looked at that sheet:, would she not? 

A. Yes, sir. 

And she would have said, "l can do a better rate than 1,.4753, d rt-S1i 1 t~ 

A. Yes, sir. 

A. 'N  t~ ,ttl t:~,~:; 

.. ~ N  A There erre is no rate shown for 10,000 plus rr 20,000 plus and the 

evidence is that it is the same rate whatever it is over 5,0 00 and Fou Were routinely giving rates 
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which were massively more preferential than this, were you not? 

A. 'That is correct, sir, yes. 

When you first took over the franchise at Rugeley, Mr Page, was there a degree of negotiation 

that had to be gone through? 

A. Negotiation, sir? 

Q: Well, you had to talk it through with somebody on the business side of the Post Office? 

. I had a business plan., sir, yes. 

Q. Yes, and you gave us a name, did you not, yesterday, : a Hotton> 

A. Hatton 

Q. tattar . Obviously you had ideas in mind as to what you wanted to achieve by embarking 

upon this new venture? 

A. Me and my e, -wi fe sir, yes. 

Q. You and the fist Mrs Page, yes : w4 tier, did ycU.make it lclear that one 

that you regardt1 as most important was t gat you 
s, 

ould be able to open a bureau de 

b o'thk ? ink carefully before you an nc r that. 

A. X<I aal we hoped to do, sir, yes, because there was tl of h.. ::

f a bu

' 

ç wir 

ow hen It was

A. 'ingt tt was about 1 , 2000, . ,...:buy punts and 

Q. 
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A. No, sir, not with me, no. 

€ . Do you not lave a copy of it? 

A> I may have, sir, but not on .e, no, 

Q. Do your soli i-tors have a opy? 

A. They in ay ha e, sir, yes, 

C 
"use'. u wil1t Lnrbethat a beroftheb t.€ I r. < t„a..Lb. ...:.-u  •°" a .. *L a'r i 

~ 1 re r i. out wl'e c.: vP''3,, 1 <,:. €s  t 3e 't ccawicdout k l e  it aTr th scup. ot your 

D A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. So. we can. take it, can we, that somebody in your legal town has a, copy of this lease? 

MR COOPER: Your honour, my learned friend is playing a few es here. He knows that ho 

ould not ask that question. If it is appropriate, your honour will let i.t continue but it is not a 

E 

Ill 

0 

matter for this witness to be asked qucetivas such as this. 

JUDGE WOOD: It may be appropriate for -the jury to go out but I hope not. Obviously, there 

would be no questionof the i es being required to answer about instructions given to solicitors, 

but about the existence of a document, I do not regard that as privilege unless you want Cotake the 

point further. 

RCOOPER: No, your honour. I am just anxious that my learned friend does not as  questions 

which do breach a legal professional privilege and perhaps I am just simply ping  a marker down 

tlaer°e> 

JUDGE WOOD: ID: I will be very attentive to it, Mr Cooper. We will ask the jury to retire if we need 

to. 

H MR JOHN:  I always note Mr Cooper's markers, and I do know about legal professional privilege. 
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JUDGE WOOD: There are often arguments about it and that is why I shall be very careful and. I am 

sure that you will be. 

N. JOHN: And I shall too., If I am out of line I know that it would not be the first time this week;. 

JUDGE WOOD: Well, let us get on with. it, 

MR JOHN: I am not playing games, Mr Page. Now, when did you last see a copy of your lease 

upon which a number of the Crown witnesses have been cross-examined? 

A. I had a new lease — I lead an original lease in 1997 and then I had a now one — I think it was 

the middle of 2002, which took a -while to be negotiated. 

Q. Let me cut this short and if my friend save that this is a breach of privilege, he will be on his 

feet and we will argue it. Do you have any objection to a copy of that lease being produced to the 

jury? 

M1 , COOPER. That is a matter, your honour, for the defence as conducted by Mr Page if they 

think that it is relevant and of assistance to consider. It is not a utter -- Let me put it this way, your 

honour. When I have asked Mr Patel questions about how the prosecution put their case, my 

learned friend was on his feet like a whippet, as it were, telling e that it is not for Mr Patel to say 

how he puts his case; it is for the prosecution. Your honour, I take the same point. 

JUDGE WOOD: Yes. 

MR JOAN tern not asking the witness bow he puts his case. I am asking. whether he has any 

objecl_lon to his lease with his signature on it being produced to thejury. If he does, let him flay so. 

JUDGE WOOD: I think that it probably is :right for thejury to go out at this stage. I am sorry to 

break off the afternoon when we only have three gtlarters of an hour to go, but I think we should, 

(The jury leave court) 

(Discussion in the absence of the jury) 

(The jury returned into court) 

C 
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things. The first is tae do with that lease, if you remember, the first lase of the Post Office when. Mr 

John € a s I. as< ed t find' out, first of all, what it-, date was and whether it made a pecflic 

provision or not fort e bureau. We have checked, and I have learnt, that as it lay  {pee the defence 

do not have a copy of at lease. Mr Cooper has been working on the basis of iestreetione to 

what the restrictions were in it but has not actually got copy so that, question ,. a uoot he answered r" in 

detail at, all. Mr Cooper quite rightly asks me to make the point that when tore are leases prepared 

the landlord has a copy as well as the tenant, and the landlord, of course, is the Post Office, so he 

says, if the prosecution went to make a point about this they can produce the lease and should  do. 

You may have heard some witnesses being asked about this .lease mad the details of it, and they 

referred to the business unit. All  that I am going to say is that one can perhaps accept that if there: 

are over 1,000 Post Offices, to get the 1997 version of the lease of a former tenant of a stab- ost 

office and get it to the Waterfront Courts right not be quite as easy as one might hope:. It could be 

not that easy. I do not think, we are going to ace the lease and I do not think that, 
rely, it is going 

to affrct your decision in the case very much s y 
tO do .more juE,,t explain the 

dt nd why it been wt 

One last point is this. You may remember that Mr John was asking some questions of the 

witness about ehcn Mr ._._. G RO learne produced a cheque took a 'sv some ottrreue s and then 

looking at the schedule, I think another person went to Thomas Cook's and gut the sterling, 

MR. JOHN. Yes, certainly May I venture to correct one thing . relation to the lei. There are 

notZtO.. 'Post: Office; there < xe I7tiD. 
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MR JOHN: If we car get hold of it we will, but I do not hold out any more hope than your honour 

does. 

JUDO. WOOD; No, and please do not think that this judge would mind if a fairly cn. rsory attempt 

is made to produce it. It is not central to the case. 

MR JOHN Thank you very much. (to the witness) Through you, Mr Page, can I attempt to correct 

one matter. You agreed with me when we were looking at the :.., .::
. ... 'st, that 3:t must 

C 
been you dealing with Mr GRO Ip tic larly on '  e it was the 

morning . ~  GRO I d4 A

you ever in fact deal in terms of sales with other members of his 

j
p a/✓ f..•

a~` ~I 
ate ,,,j 

„w.....
./- ~f ._:

r  

C9p,,a'  3° 3 
\ familyr~ 

Y Y" l~ L ,. 

t?~ Clv r >t~w^ L✓ 

.. _ A. 
~p g gg

yxty> ' 
g

RP

41Ttl [~ k .~ 7G" . 1~' ye but 3 
~. . ,,:.::,.... ...: ..: 

r rne: her, sir, no, 

Q. Sao, although the records show a sale at that time in the morning, you are not able to say that 

Ea 

A. No, sir, but usually at that time it would have been myself who would have been in, sir. 

Q, But the issue, really, is this. It may be that it is a straw in the wind, if I can be forgiven to that 

very limited extent. You are not able to help us by saying that that was not W 
. . . 

GRO 

A. No, sir. 

Q. All right. Let mc take two other examples which may not give rise to that problem. We are 

all back to the same point, Mr Page, transacting with Mr ._ _.G RO _ I on the morning of one day 
G 

and far from him coming in two days later, the currency being sold on the same day. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Are you comfortable there, Mr Page? 

fi A. Yes, I'm just looking at the ' 

V 
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you have told us that the normal practice was that lie -would ring up, you would tell him how many 

emos you had; you o .ld put it through the money changer and he would come in a day or two 

later. All right, just so that we have the context? 

SS ' , ............ .... ............ ..... .. . ....... Cal i :G.L

A. Yes, six. 

Q. Bec.aury the Oo<' , is back all the time. is 1. . :i ace.. throughout this

A. Yes, mess it's back in the summ and it would be the normal time then, sir. 

Q. Nothing may turn on it but there we are. It is ̀ 5earlyish" in the morning depending on what 

time you are used to getting Up t`  1,  l4 aL67 rate. 

Correct? 

.. 

a .. . 

MR. JOHN: Exactly, your honor, thank you very much. While we are at it, in fact, we can look at 

the ery,next line because there i tinsac1n at thriost ex<e lie u. oum ci day øn 

the same amount, exactly the same rate and exactly the same mufount of ster.l , 

A. Yes, air. 

Q. Now. if keeping that open we could go to the schedule of soi b . -.GRO 

that is at pare

3 
.. --'-'---'-'---'-'-' 

utl .:I. t szne;:quantity of cams, the same as he bought from you? 

A. Yes, sin 

And it would have been you at that time in the morning, would it t 

;oD 



POL00067005 
POL00067005 

A 

B 

C 

B 

i 

G 

1I 

A. Yes, s:ir. 

Q So, keyed into the money changer 14 October at 7.36, 150,000 earos sold at New Street the 

same day, credited. to his bank account and the amount credited, £93,808 odd making that ;a:shade 

under £4,000 profit within the day. Would that appear to be right`? 

A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Let us look at one more example, please, and then we will put that issue to bed. It is•7 

October, eek 33 o the same page, 988, at 8.32 in the morning, a larger sum, 230,000 cures 

A. Excuse me, si;== `t ctobc r? 

Q. I am sorry, did I say October? None i er I meant to say, My fault. 7  November, laer, 3, 

3'2 in the morning, 23t ;0(0 curds, rate r.772;  sterling amount paid to you £137,559 v4 . 

Correct? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Again, from the timing is that in all probability a transaction that you yourself conducted? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Very unlikely to have been anybody else, is it not? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you agreeing or disagreeing with e`! 

A. I am agreeing with you. 

Q. If we turn over in the other schedule to page L424, on 8 November, so the fo„ 
.. 

g day, 

2.27,000 cures exchanged again at New Street and credited to Mr GRO account hi the sum 

of f 142,715 odd, so a profit in excess of i5,00. Is tt 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The next day? 

y.: 

A. That is correct Ya
.

Q. Yes. 



POL00067005 
POL00067005 

A. 

Cl 

E 

m 

H 

A. Which is -w 

You am quite iiglrty thrs the .ext day.  

3 P  O? 

~dA ryt/ 

Q Are you sure? 

A. Yes, sir. 

treè: ifl..hang oaad the effl 

A: don't knew, sit. '4 ha , to .look :at the schedule. 

$n eierjthing that ye iia.q weuki he riot? the way,be was . 

operating.. 

A. if he comes in, sir, yes. 

He left you a bit for the customers who weu god on holiday btir bulk. smoint he ou1d 

bave been oiiiy too anxious to take everything that you ;had, s Id he not? 

A. That is correct. 

You can put that to one side now audi hope for today s ;%r Yp ̀ ni. 13Xll::at y u n § er 

knew u*dU you wàe arrestednd inteMewed in relation.t,.dais ease what Mr._._._GRO  s 

i:doiug with the cores he, hoght from y ? 

A 1pt i correct 

sir. 

Q o erstand by that 
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A. Yes, sir. 

M 

C 

EI 

I 

II

-es 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Because although in the early days we have heard you were dealing with Irish punts and Dutch 

gilders ra- 

A. That is correct, sir, yes. 

Q. The only other currencies you dealt with were very occasionally 'limited sums of Atherican 

dollars? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Md the rest of the time, of course, very large sums of euros? 

A. That is correct, sir. 

Q. So, when you told the jury yesterday that you understood that he had got a contract in South. 

America, did he ever ask you for escudos? 

A. South . America? 

C . Yes. 

MR OOOPER..~ . the case, your hQI our  T that eçU•j u mil q

mentioned in the interviews. t aarz'not €laite sureinwhat`contoxt'. 
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. JOHN If I am Ong, I am satire it will be corrected in reexninaion brt when you say, Mr 

R,

an a 

Q. piever saw Mr Houghton' All right. When did it first conic to your knowledge that the 

holdall filled with . cures from your office was simply being driven to the nearest convenient branch 

f'Fh nuw Coon at ' n aort or Keimett=:crLuthfleld and changed  xght into sterling 

dircetly credited to Mr GRO !bank account so that be ould'make £5,000 before he had had 

his lunch? When did that first come to votw attention? 

...........:. .:. .  the police r Pa I cant remember whenb 

y 
y
g 

ggF~g pgq 
G h ~ 

G RO 
~: b. !t ..5~ <. ~ .5..~ .+5.... r..y.~.~nw...~,~. 

.e 
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.A_ Yes, sir. 

Q. Just one question on this issue and then with his Honour's leave I will pause because I am 

ri - 

C 

E 

F 

H.

Moving on to something completely different a e interview Eels once ntor 

for today, please? So that you understand, before I take you to the passage, precisely what I am 

driving at; Mr page, you hold lid Ott this, di } o . , ti ;it you lead no MA :: ' G RO masat

any ratE to a substantial e eut tr £ `' 
 ttx to xnAC, money? ? 

A. No, I didn't know that. 

Q. I don't think we even had a tab one but right at the front of the interview file - the jury may 

t sometimesi':n in at  thirty, sip a icaek ' is betweenabot  'ul , 

from seven until seven fotty five `l`n e? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 1 dnot mine. Where do they come from? 

A only thing g was saying hegre, sir, is that he used to come in. and do foreign cuxrency, 

I'd open up the fbreigu currency office sax that he could, you know, purchase foreign cuepy~ 
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I 

I 

C 

E 

F 

L"

H 

Q. No doubt the tape, can be checked over the weekend but I suggest to you that what you are 

g there right at 11 first time you are interviewed about these rnateu is that Mr GRO 

Yya1y g¢am~-, you Yy S~ 
th at you y pg~~ (( ex(( YY XY YYe t 

y~.~.gt. 

make o  i t at VL8.1 1:,. .... v.. ,:. ,.... <; i B.Ra~. .`.. h~v3. j' c 7l'j " . `F3 Y~'[k'k GY 3 •. ~ ~b"£ 

< ,y

MR JOHN: Would that be a convenient moment, your honour? 

1 t > F r OOld Yes, it wuuld, Thank you, Mr Page. a to dive you the sane caution as I 

have doxw, II. thIrdr when we have broken before. Members of the jury, we wdi resume 

I n ... a 
and' 

n1 -orra ;' ' -- at the usual dma ra half past 10, 1 am not sure if ray oat ' dna managed ed to 

tyre  out for us C r. dates when we are not s t 
z > h'ut I N "on.id be , rate d if we could get that done 

for you. It loops as if you are going to get that an Monday. I do not suggest you wait for it now. 

Thank you very much, members of the y. 

MR JOHN, Your honour, may I say on behalf of all of us that there is not a problem with halt: past 

ten on Monday. Wh understood at ore stage that there mitt be. 

JUDGE WOOfl No, the problem is, I think, the following onday, the 11. V. I believe that is right. 

Thank you. I will rise now. 

05) 


