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{Brief discussion in the absenve of the jury)

{The jury enter court)

{ludge addresses jury ve thining)

€. 1justwant toveturn brlefly, Mr ?&g«;, 1o where we broke off last night because vou swore an
affidavit inothe obvil procesdings, &d vou not?

A Yes, iz

. And exhibited to that affidavit was 2 copy of your brading accounis in relation fo the business
with which we sre concemed.

A The Rugeley Post Office, my retad! side, sir?

. Yes, those accounis having been prepared by vour accountants, Dean Statam?
A Statham, sin
From information which you supplied to them?

Q
A, Involces and evervthing sir, ves.

ight have boen thinking that in November 2007 I have

sold my house and the proceeds went into a bank sccovnt with Nat West, However, 1 did sell some
furniture and the cash for that went into the business and 1 bought some goods in the cash and eany,
s when 1 tumed round and said thet L iock some money out, thinking about i1, T san do that because

1 put some myself, my own in.

bought for the shop and acvounted for as purchases and then pocketed the money without putting it

hrough the books? Ave you withdrawing that evidence?
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A.  No, Yamnot, sir. I'm just saying that that’s the reason why I said that.

A, Itis foreign, sir, yes. dn’t class that as cooking the books. Iwas just taking out:

somisthing I've already put ir

ot

A. Neo, sir, I have thought sbout it, which I presume I'm entitled to do?

Q. Of course, you have thought about the tmpact of that upon this jury’s view on your honesty

" and you are now giving a different version again, are you not?

A, No, sir.

We will pass on.

That is correct, sir.

That, you tell us, and 1 am puiting it in shorthand terms now, is because you were pul

That is correct, sir. I was trying to be helpful.

Were you succeeding?

No, looking back, sir, T got it wrong.

Lo L e
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A, Ipresume so.

3. Youwere here and your sxpert aceouniant, who Is here, T ihink, today ~ is that right?
A, Tpresume so, sir,

. You were both here hearing vour fnterviews read through in Rall including on this fssve,
A, Yes, nir.

3. Now, when you gave an aceount abong thet

suoeseding in being helpfd?

& Twas trving to be honest s, { could only try and be helpfd,

ying to be helpful,

Ao Yes, gin

(. And you knew, of course, that you were going 16 be seen again by My Patel,

A Notin Jenuery, siv, 5o, 1was put on police bail and voturned o Apedl where $went 1o the
police station in Stafford. Dwaited an hoor snd a hadf and My Padel wanted to intorview me and I
gaid, “1 haven’t got a solicitor with e, A5 3 metter of comunon courtesy, I von had lot me know |
would have had a solicitor present because I oouldn’t afford a solicitor just o be sitting there” and 1
would have had an fterview with him, He wanted to interview me but T said T had the ~ T think #7s
eatled the locsl soliciior on call from there.

3. The position is this, Mr Page, that when your interviews with Mr Patel finished in January, he
told vou in terms that there was a vast emount of decumentation o be gone through and that he
wonld want fo interview you again

A, He did say thai(?) sir, ven

Q. And in Apell, by appointment and with 2 soBeilor present, My Carrington
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Al A Y 28, sir.
Q. You were interviewed again?
A, Yes, sir, a voluntary interview.

B Q. Bo, three months had gone by, three months and more?
A.  Thatis correct, sir.

Q. Let us see exactly what you said, because let me make it quite clear to you, Mr Pate, so that

thers is no misunderstanding. My supgestion to you is this, that as time has gone on before this trial

w! MR COOPER: Your honour, perhaps he could alse be given the chance not just to say that he
understands the suggestion, as to whether he wants to deal with it

MR JOHN: Iam about to deal with it.

MR COOPER: That is my submission o your honour.

JUDGE W0OOD: No, the question was perfectly proper. The answer has been given and the case
should simply proceed,

MR JIOHN: Could you have the interview folder before you, Mr Page, and we will sec first of all

H] what you teld Mr Patel in January.
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Al A Yes

€ 1amso soy, i iz my faul

JUDGE WOOD: That pege beginning st the top, “So, I get my own eloctriclan™?

WR JOHN: Yes, your honour.

&, Yeg, sir,

ni @ Al right. Tz just giving you the context. Hall way down the page: “Hetold me, Mr

deal with Gomething calls wasn’t paying in” and the interview then moves onto @

Do vou see?

A, Yea,

Q. Letus take it up from there and ses what you were telling Mr Patel under caution in January.

¥ A, {Noreply

. Do yousee 271, not 371, and Mr Patel says, 2

" srd vou then volunieer thig

explanation, do you not? ™

Hi A, Yes, sin
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Al Q. So,pausing there can we be satisfied about this, that the explanation that we have been given
here for the shortage that you knew was being shown on the office aceounts is volunteered by you?
A.  Inwhat way, sit?

Q. Well, it is in front of you, Mr Page.

JUDGE WOOD: 1think that it is the use of the word “voluntecred” perhaps that may not be ecasy.

c Patel, does it?
A, Mo, sin
Q. Ttcomes from you. To use the most neutral term I am poing to at present, what you said there
pi| onany view was completely inacourate,
""i/"és, sir.
E

Bui there never was.

o B Lo > o »

Axnd, of covrse, we remind opurselves

Hi Q. Butyouelaborate onif, I supgest. € . roughly by the second hole in
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Al the lever arch where M Patel says, “Im

ansaction for

A, Yes, siv

3. Bo, you are foousing there, are vou not,

& Ves, sivbut as Isaid)

was under the

0 A, Yes, sin
{3, And vou are saying that it vould have been Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday; it could have
heen Wednesday or Thursday. All right?

A, Yes, sin
8

about, Lotus see where you take it up, plesse, on Yeou mention about a third of the way

down the page the possibility of an ervor notice coming through in
wi A Thatis somect, sin

. Letusinke 3t up fon there, I we may.

knove it as well as do®™ and you pacry on, %
¥ 54

correct yourself, I suggest: “He

A, Yes, sir. Atthat time was under the impression that § dide’t want to keep a high valoe

chegue in the safe because in case the auditors came down an

i (. What vou are saying heve, beoause you appreciace thet part of the safeguard of thiz kind of
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interview is that it is on tape, do you see?
A.  Yes, sir.
Q. 8o, that there is a safeguard for Mr Patel who is asking the questions and there is a safeguard

for you so that no one can twist your words afterwards. Do you follow?

A, Yes, sir.

A, Ywasmistaken, sir.

000 worth of euros only a matter of days before? How could you possibly have made a

that?

b s

Because I was unclear what was going on.

A, No,sir, Pm not jumping. P'm the one who raised i, not Mr Patel.

Q. Exactly. You had to come up with an answer and this is the one that you elected to give -
A.  Thatis incorreet, sir.

. A false answer.

A.  That is incorrect, sir.

Q. LRESHove 1o ABSI becise by ApaL 6fsours "
this. So that we have the context you can see, Mr Page, can you not, that

where we are looking here a number of sentences are in italics because they are direct quotes from

the transcript that we have just been looking at, so that we understand. You are being given the

opportunity to comment again on the exact words that were used back in January.
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A, Yes, sir

G And that is rehemrsed in Mr Patel’s question towards the bottom of the page ending with you

Ho, we have the context there, O

right?

A, Yes, sir.

. Canowe take itup, then, plesse, 18, beoause of course vou had sbready sald do relation
g that £271,000 cheque that i was ~

sir, You said 271, 1 think

1 think it was 278, sir.

A, Imighthavesaid 2

3. Yes, it does in fact say 271, but we will not £l cut about that. What vou have said was that

Ao That's what be informed me siy, ves.

Bo, again, 30 98 to give us the context letus look g el, whers we see taps

2 Your answe
hindsight, if evervbody sols In hindsight, no I shouldn’t have done”. And 1t goes on: “Hyou

suggested it, why did he — how did you know he wanted suros that day?” so we are talking about

A Yes, siv

€, And vou give an answer., “He comes In, he has the suros nearly, not every day, sveey other
- e o x
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A every two or three days or whatever”. And further down, Mr Patel:

' Your answer: ©

. And three months down the line, you are giving the same gcoount.
A, 1dide’t know that that was an issue, sir. I thought that the account I gave was truthful and
p| correctat that time,

Q. Well, you thought Mr Patel had swallowed it, did you not?

Q. Can we go to the bottom of page §e? You asked about a schedule. We will turn if up

if we need to buil it may not be necessary for this purpose. At the bottom ~

veori the 7%and 13%, Pm sure™,

A.  Atthat time, sir, I presumed it was correct, yes,
Q. Itisnota question, Mr Page, with respect to you, of assuming or presuming snything; you

knew, and all you were doing here was pinning down the date to ]
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A, Foss just trving to be halpfl, sin,

3 You were trying to help vourself, were vou not, Mr Page?

A, Me, gir, thet’s Incorrect,

Q. At the bottomoof A Patel sevs this “T don’t undersiand whese this

transaction is then. Did you put it through the Ford money changer?”
you apcept that that Is wrong, do you not?
A, No, sir. 51 said Dhoughs Pd dons iy, Tthought Ud done it

€3, Yousceept that a3 2 matter of et that is nowhere shown on the Ford monsy changer.

stores delivered to th
custoraer had is the oudy copy we have,

Q. Let me see where we are gelting hexe, Mr Page.  Are you now saying that «

A, Mo, sir, Um just saying that sometimes that’s what happens but T am sure that if'1 did do that

transaction, that when [ said that there and then he would have had 2 receipt.

A

. Youare saying thei?

A, When Dwas in interview, sir, that's that T theught,
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understand that you have said in'the interviews thaty
and did seli him this final large amount of ewros.
Yes, sir.
That is in the interview,

That iz correct, sir.

Yes, sir.
Axnd you have been cross-cxamined about that,
Yes, sir,

A

Q

Q

Q. You said that when you said it in the interview you were telling the truth as you inderstobd it?
A

Q

A

). Butwhat I'would like you to do s, if it is possible for me, p

A.  No,sir. Looking back it couldn’t have happened, sir. I do apologise.
Right. 1am going to write that down just so that we have that absolutely clear. T am writing:

 that the final cheque was used o buy an additional

ewros as I said in intervie

A, Yes, sir,

. Thank vou.

MR JOHN: You see, you have had many months, Mr Page, have you not, with probably your own
full set of papers in this case, statements?

A, From January to April, sir,

Q. No, no, leading up to this wial,

A, Yes, sir,

Q. And you have no doubt had an opportunity to reflect upon what the documents show and do

not show?
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Al A Yes, Tbelieve so, sir.

. In particular, tever which

would support the account that yvou are here giving?

A, That iz correct, sir

Ao Mo, thet is corveet, sir

3. Yes. That iy why you have changed your story, is if not?
A N, alvo A that deee Tthooght that that was sorrect,

pl @ Justio make i absolptely close how i i being ot that ¢

» DAL W go

finally on this e to
A Yes,

. 1 am sorry, we should stagt with the last answer on pay fairgess to you. You ask My

ave §asked

wi Ao Atthat time ihought T answered the questions comrectly, sit.

. My Patel would be right though, would he not? He was not awsare that you had done that
becanse you had not dons it

A.  Looking back, sir, no.

3. Heknew it already but vou still had not remembered. Is that it7

ME COOPER: Your honour, it iz what this witness remsembered and what Mr Pated knew, inmy
submission,

B OTHE WITNESE: What must be pointed out thet Mr Pated had all the docurentation in front of me
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and just throwing pieces of paper at me and asking me questions there and then,

MR JOHN: Very well. Let us follow it through and see whether you exhibit any doubt, any lack of

certainty about this ransaction.

\. 8o, you are not telling him, I

can’t be sure about it now, it's months ago. 1 haven™ got the documents.” You are not saying

anyihing like that,

gitnd’ s worth of euros the prévious week.

A, Atthat mowent in time when I was interviewed, sir, that's what 1 believed was true. AL

¥ one which you have persisted in in January
and in April until with months to look at this documentation you realised that the story simply
would not wash.

A, It’s no different from the theory that Mr Patel comes up with.

Q. Thisis not atheory. Hi
never happened. Tha
A.  {MNo audible reply)

Q. Letus move on. Can we have the jury bundle open, pleass, at 11289

A, Canlputthe interviews down?

TFamiliar with this sched Ar Page, as we all are, is that right?

Q. For the present.
A, That is corract, sir.

Q. Iam going fo start, please, at the beginning of our indictment period because we know that the
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Ford money change figures have not b

50 0n. 8o, we will start 5t w trhi?

Week what, sorry, 157

“A. Yes, siv

€. 1justwant us fo orientate ourselves on this schedule to see whether you agree what it should

reveal i the office accounts were being properly and hovestly kopt,

should it not?

A, Yes, siv

A, Yes, siy, undess D oot # o somewhere else.
. If necessary, we will go back to basics, Mr Page, but the position is this, i3 1 not: foreign
eurrency, when it is booked in fom Hemel Hempstead, is going to be sold i the burean?

That is corzect, siy, ves.

A
Q
A
Q.
A
Q.

accounts and there bave been no errors an
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A

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

A

Q.

doss it not, becanse again, colmm 4 e

A
Q
A
Q.
A
Q
A

Yes, sir.

Yes, sir.

Do vou want me to turn that up so that you are suws about that?
I am sure.
Or are you happy with that?

1 am heppy with that, sir.

Yes, sir

POL00067005
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Let us follow it through, Week 52, putting it in layman’s terms, if I may, the office balances,

s column 5, which is as it should be. Yes?
Yes, sir.

And stmilarly, wee ge and in g way ~

There is no week 54, sir, on this.

I am sorry, of course not week 54; week !
Yes.

A trifling difference of 40 pence and anyone can make a mistake at that level. Ves?

Yes, sir.
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. Itis exactly what vou would expeot to happen, is i not, if the accomnts ave being scowately
kept and if the avcounts are being honestly kept. That is vight, is Hnoet?

A Al my acoounds are hopestly kept, siv.

. We will come back to that. If we go over the page we can see exactly the ssme palls ;

A, Corrses, siv,

3. Andinweek

have a difference by

A, Yes sir,

Q. Ando ‘mateh, 8o, taking It fom

ey

vight the way throngh io 1
ot ook ag i vou had sny poblen in balzociog the office.

A, Inowhat way, sit? The Ford money changer sgreed with the foreign cnmrenoy.

. Yes. You see, vesterday you were giving an explanation for the foflation fgwes that we seg
starting from week 18 onwards,

A, Week 13 onvwards, siv.

Q. All right. 1 thivk we have already dealt with, so T believe the jury have written
something i there, 1y

until week 15, again the two columns show what they should. Thatis

right, s it not?
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16: a different error is made but again explained: luation figure has been used

A, Yes;

ir. That’s when My Cartwright came i

Q. Exactly, and just so that we have the dates clearly in mind, Wie Carby came and

>

That is porvect, sir,

Take it from me that it was a Friday.

o

A

Yes it was, [ was there, st

nd what she was actually signing up to when she signed off

Q. Wewill cometo
accounts In 3 moment; rest assured, but I want to undersiand quite clearly so that the jury know

what your evidence is about this, that guite coincidentally, Bumediately befo

s
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A

Q. Allright. Letus leave 20 and 21 to one side. 1 have an srgument about that which the juey
will hear Inter. Let ug stick with vour account Srst of all. 1t i3 o coincidence, 12 4, Gt after By
Cartwright reromed ouwt ié{};{ii}i} thet weelk, it is from that week on with the exception of 30 and 21
siock to ook o curns?

s getting a large amount of suros, six, 3

2. S, itis avolpoidencs, is if, on your evidence, Mr Pape, thet ot this stage, week 18, that is
when he started buying lerge guantities of euros?

A, Mo, as ¥ salid, he was always large amounis but [ decided o put them into that —

Q. So, the answer you gave & woment ago was a Hitle misleading, was it not?

A, Mo, sir. In what way?

Q. Becauze you were sugposting to the hwy a moment ago st the reason why you started s

buying large guandities, your words a few mioutes ago.

A, Yes, but be was always buying lergs amounds, sin.

Q. Do you want me o have the tape played back, Mr Page?

ME COOPER: Lot bim finish answering the question, please.

JUDGE WOOD: Let us just have a pause. Your barrister has intervened because it is thought that
you were cub off before you had completed vour answer,

A, Yes, can Thave the guestion again, vy Lord, please?

03 Verywell

JUDGE WOOD: Are vou happy o put the question agein?

MR FOHN: Ves, certainly, {To the witness) Just two minutes ago 1 suggested, Mr Page, that vou
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Al were giving this explanation to the jury for why you started booking bulk currency into the AM

stock. Twe minutes ago the explanation you were giving for why that occurred at week 18 and

euros. Now, did you say that to the jury a few minut

B
A. 1 did sir,
Q. You did, but you now accept that in fact he had been buying large quantities of euros for
months before this date.

c A, was getting larger and larger, sir.

Q. Why is it this week, this week of all weeks, that is a matter of five days afier all that cash is
remwed out of the office by Mr Cartwright, that you decide that you are going fo totally alter the

o way you deal with bulk euros?

JUDGE WOOD: 1 would like, just to see if vou can shed any further Hght on that.
A, Yes, I've got an office - a gentleman coming in and remming 160K worth of cash out, sir, and
1 thought it was gbout time, especially after being audited and told, I put the office into — well, made

g sure the office runs properly, 1 decided after having another kick up the rear end that it was best to

do it that way, sir.

Q. - no longer to book bulk enros that came in as foreign currency in the bureaw; you would book

f1| MR JOHN: But you cannot book them both as bureau stock and as AM stock, otherwise you would
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A, Yes, s but Uve slready sold themse well,

There i3 not e word abot this In your inferview, is thess?
o™ think Towas ashed that, was T, si?

You had not thought up this story then, had vou?

{No audible reply)

o » o > P

Let us look, please, at the Sgure we arrive st when the office Is andited on the 14%, page 1130,
MR COOPER: Whilst we are pausing, 1 deliberately waited becanse I did not want o fntesrupt Mz
John's How ~ 1 e fo voor bosonr™s hands — My John mentioned that on woeks 20 0 21 he has an
srgument which be is putting before the jury on that, T am in your honow’s hands,

JUDGE WOOD: Canowe desl with that when the jury are not bere?

MR COOPER: Itis simply whether a quesiion should be put to the witoess to hear the srgurment
and respond to i, that {s all.

JUDGE WOOD Hvouwwonld Hie to raise i when we teke a bregk, that iz when we will desd with
i

ME COOPER: Your honour, that Is all L have to say.

TUDGE WOOD: That is quite sl rght.

MR FOHEN: (To the witness} Lel vz just go back to 1139 50 as 1o see whether you sgree with this
proposition, Would you start from week 22, please, go to the inflation column at 18 8000 and just
run your eyve down that, please, Mr Page and follow it down on 1130 ag well

A, Ves

. Wow, what we ses there with the exception of week 35, where the Hgure is an odd one,

259 2204,

A, Yes, sir

3. What we otherwise see i3 an exact number of thousands - L am sorry, with one miner
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exception, week 27 - it is 204,200, but that apart there are two features, are there not, about this

eolumn if we follow it through from July 2002 down to the time of your arrest when the office was

audited.  There are two features, do you agree ~ frstly, the fisure each week either remains the

same as the previcus week, weeks 25 and 6 for instance?

Al
Q.
A

Q.
Al

Q.

Himnm,

But that apart, it moves up every week. There is a continuing inflation.
Yes.

Tt is always up, it is never down.

That is correct, sir, yes.

And the other feature is, apart from the two that § have just highlighted, is that these are exact,

round figires of thousands,

A,

> 0

the accounts did not balance -

o F 0 P O

> L L

That is correct, sir,
Sterling equivalent?

What do you mean, sterling equivalent?

You tell me. What is this fgure supposed 10 mean on your evidence?

1t is sterling equivalent of foreign currency.

Yes, sir. [ explained that yesterday.

And your explanation for what is in that column is that if you found that when on balance day

. ?{zf?\
DA S

You usually end up having a surplus, sir,

But vou are talking about amounts such as £450. Yes?
Yes, sir.

So, you would round that up or you would round it down?

Yes, 1o the nearest thousand, or -



A Q.
A
Q.
B
Al
0.

To the neparest thousand?

Yes,

POL00067005
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Any explanation that you can coms up with for the fact that the inflstion figure gets bigger

and bigger every week?

Inflation figures becanse there are more suros in stock, sire.

S0, this shows the volume of suros in stock, does #7

Yes, sir,

Axe you sure about that? Do you want to hang your oass onthat answer, do you?

Yes, well the bulk stock that Uve got:

Bo, why Iz 1 here¥

¢ 10 he found.

n on your own acoount we have this position, do we not, that if we go back to the

beginning of this schedule, with the exception of the week of the aidit, 26 June 2002 when My

Dravies fells ue that the office was in g mesy, right up noti] My Cartwright’s vistl, your office was
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A, Pwve shown a surplus, sir, and the majority of times in the Post Office you don’t show a
surplug. Obvicusly, somebody’s gone away without receiving the money.,

Q. Canlcome back to the question that I was asking

we have done once already,

week when the office wes in a mess, when Mr Davies sits there on 26 June, th

Yes, sir, but whether I've shown a surplus in my cash account, I can’t remember.

You are shifting your ground yet again, are you not?

A,
Q.
A. No,notatall
Q.
A.

i,

But on your own account, Mr Page, what then happens is that from July onwards, with the |

exceptions of wesk 20 and week 21, every week when you did your final cash account there was a

urplus or a shortage.
A, That’s correct, sir, the majority of weeks thers was.
(3. Which you then adjusted?
A, Yes, sir~
Q.
A.
(). 8o that the office would balance perfectly.
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JUDGE WOOD: No diserspaney?
&, No, you can never balance the offics to nil, not the stee of that office,

MR JOHN: Yes, but that is what you were trying Yo do, was i€ not?

A, Yes, sir, bt we never could do that,

(. Vour sxplanation to the jury for these inflation figures i vound thousends of povnds is that if
vou found there was a shortage when you balanced the office -

A, A surplus, sir. The majority of imes we ended up having 2 swrplus,

Q. Al righi, a surphus — vou would round the Sgures because your anxlety was to see that the
office acoounts talrooed,

A.  Balanee to a couple of hundeed poands, siy, ves, but four or five hundred pounds, s what {
said vestorday.

. So, in other words, on your own account - which, let me malke it clear i3t is not clear slesady
----- 1 do oot accept 8 word of ~ sach week ifthere was a sueplus, shall we say, of £450, you would
adjust they figue?
A Yes, sir

193

A, Twould not put the surplus in knowing that somebody, an old lady, or whatever, would come

back and plek the money ap.

JUDGE WOOL: 1 am just going 1o pause thers,

. “Knowing that a customer would come and ask for the mongy back”,
A, Because we were individually stocked sir, and the mewbers of staff would probably realise
when they balanced that they're over and they would probably reslise whe they hada’t given the

money o or whatever,
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Al A,  Thatis comect.

Q. 1have written that down.

MR JOHN: When you do your final cash account for each weelk,

B
shortage or surplus, is it not?
© A. Mo, if 1 koew, if the ladies were telling me on the fills that they thought there was x amount
over because of this, I wouldn’t put in, gir; Ud round i down.
3. Did you ever say a word of that when vou were interviewed?
A, Idon’t think I was asked those questions.

Q. No. Let us bequiteclear about this — we will perhaps look af ottie vash account

wi Q. Andletusleave little old Jadies out of it. When you do your final cash account, if there

happens to be a shortage, however it has arisen, the shortage should be revealed, should it not, on

that cash sceonnt?
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A, Well, Tonly ;@g;k%}iéémmyﬁ vorud it off or put the money down knowing that one of the'
mernbers s‘;sf‘é%éff had told me thet somebody had had te money.

Q. Se, are you telling me that for every one of these weeks that we ses from July 2002 until

2 January 2009, ove of vour members of siaff came to you sed bad s explanation for every time

there was a surplus?

Ao The wajority of time, siv. We used to turm over at least £600,000 per week and had » footfall

of arcund 5,000 people. We are going to make ristakes.

Q. During the period that is covered by the indictrent that this jury are trying, whe were the

- menbers of stafl af vouw office?

A, Ves, sin

2. Notone of whom has hed that suggestion put & ther,  Any sxplanstion for that?
Mo, siv. 1don't ask the questions.

€. Ne, yvou give the instrovtions, though, do you nol, © your lawyers?

A, Yes, sir,




POL00067005
POL00067005

Q.  We will then move to another topic.
JUDGE WOOD: If that is the case I am going 1o ask if Mr Page would like to take g break. I
realise that it is very hard work answering questions, particularly in cross-examination and you have

been doing that for quite a long time now.

A, Twill carry on if you want to carry on, sir.

Q. Are you guite sure?

A, Tam, sir.

Q. Ifvou feel like a break between now and one o’clock, just say so.
A.  No, unless the jury want a break,

1 am sure that the jury, as it were, are used to it. “You are the person who has to give the
angwers, but we will carry on if that is all right, members of the jury. - L hope that it is. Very well.
MR JOHM: So far as the %ufeaa was concerned, the bureau in corumon with --

A.  Have you finished with this, sis?

(. Yes, put it to one side for now. We will have to open it up later on but put it to one side if it is
easier for you. At the end of each week, each of the stocks had to be balanced.

Yes.

That, of course, would include the bureay stock?

Yes.

Recording all the transactions, sales and purchases that week?

Yes.

- T - A
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. Margaret Pearce did not normally do i, did ghe?

A Ne, s

3. No, becanse she hardly knew how to, d&id she?

&, She was not trained up, a0, siv. She koew how to do the wansactions, sir, but not how to
balance,

. And Jane Batey stavted to be trained up really quite late in the day, did she not?

A, Twould say ¥ ooold bave been wid-2002, 1 should think,

€3 Mid-2002, ves, so in the summer?

A Dwondd say so, sir.

A, Yes, sin

A, Upio them wetil § rained Margaeet up, yos.

e “k“ "

Q. When do vou say thet that started?

A, When Margarst started getling trained up which, a8 I sald, maybe the same time as Jane
started doing the burean, about mid — because 1 was straggling in the office after my ex-wife had
feft.

JUDGE WOUOD: You bave been asked for a e, Can you iry Yo help us?
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A
B MR JOHN: Let us just see whether that makes any sense. Taking any individoal counter clerk — let
us just take Barbara Carey at randomm — at the end of the accounting week, normally a Wednesday
afternoon or evening, she would be required to balance her own stock, wonld she not?
A, Correct.
c Q. And the other clerks would be required o balance their own stocks.
A, Correct, even myself, siv
Q. Those were numbered stocks, were they not?
D A.  Yes, 1had astock myself.
Q.  What was that?
A.  Off the top of my bead, I don’t know, sir. It could have been 02001, I think,
. Youhad 02001, did you? That is not the evidence we have heard from the staff.
E A, Ican’t remember the exact number, sir, but T did used to sit af my till.
Q.

¥l A.  The bulk one, yes, sir.
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hing you have just i
" A Mo, in
. Because again she was not sslked sbout that, Lot us see what vou sald shout # in interview,
shallwe? Can you take up the interview file and put away the jury bundle for amoment? |
D you have that? This iy part of yo with Mr Patel.
{:f A _—
Q. ¥Yes, do you have that?
A, Yes
np & Doyouscea referenve to Chesterfield in the middle of the page?
A, Yes, sir.
. Just Rarther down there you we being asked here sbout the cash avcounts; do you follow?’
o we should start 8 Hitle forther up the page. £imargiy. You
. are asked by Mr Patel, “Now, the cash acoounts, then, are they dove on the Thursday morning?
Who produces the cash secounts, the final pash accourt?” Your answer:
that a trathdid answer?
Pl A
ik et knows how to do §, yes”,
and you po on to say thet sometimes she dees it
&.  Thatis comrect, sir,
3. Andvou then explain that there are two copies, one that povs to Chesterfield and one that
stays in the office.
A, Thet is correct, sin
H O
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Yes.
Yes?

Yes, they would be identical and I'd print two off at the same time, sir,

o L P

That is one thing that you cannot adjust, is it not? What goes to Chesterfield has to be the
same as the one in the office because it is printed at the same Hme?

A.  That is correct; sir.

Q. You cannot adjust that?

A, Why would 1 want to adjust it, sir?

3. Iam not answering your questions, Mr Page. Let us go on. Mr Patel: “Right, and do you
sign them? Does Margaret sign them? Who signs them?” “Margaret sometimes does and I sign

&

them as well.” Question:

that accurate?

Q. And where on our schedules we can see that from time to time on the final cash account
Margaret Pearce’s signature actually appears, that does not mean, does it, that she has verified each
and every one of the stocks? It means that she has completed the final sccount. That is vight, is it
not?

A, (Noaudible reply)

JUDGE WOOD: am just going to write this down, Mr Page, and I need to know if vou agree.
“When Margaret signs, it means she has completed the final weekly account” -

A, Yes,

Q
A,  She would have checked i, sir.
Q
A

Yes, sir.
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. Do youmesnt thet?

. Quite,

(. “The individual stocks would be balanced by the 6ll stafl”. Is that the right way of putting #19
AL Yes, sir, and then can § canry on, sie?

{3, Please so carry on.

MR IOHN am sorry. §did not realive that yvou had not nished.

A, 1 just thought you might be interested — we have individual stocks and all the reporis then go
o the back vifice Horlzon system and that produces an offive stmpshot of everviling thet is done in
the whole week, stock and all the fransactions that are done and what would happen then, either
myself or Margaret the majority of Margaret, when it was coming near 1o the end of 2002, that yeu
put everyihing together and make sure that it balances with the office snapshet.

JUTDGE WOOIk Yes [ bhave wiilten, “The reports from the stocks, from the individual stocks, go

10 the Horizon systern, which allows us to check the total”, |

A wagree the fpures, and i we agree the
figures with the stock and everything else, that is when Margaret used to check the AM stock with
me for bulk currency, bulk cash, and we wsed t keep bulk stamps In thers and once everything
agreed or balanced or we hadn™t got any discrepancies after we'd totalied everything up, we then do

g final cash gooount.

3. heve written, !

prepare the final balancs”,

of stamps, product of the month, 2iv.
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A, That is comect, my Lord.

MR JOHN: Is this a fair shorthand way of putting it, Mr Page, so that we understand the final cash
account for each week, that it is an amalgamation of what each individual stocks have declared?
A, That is correct because we have individual policies, stock policy, where some offices just have
an open 1ill and just have one big office balance, but with that you can™ trace where a mistake is
made.

Q. Yes. Just going off at a brief tangent for a moment so that we understand the common sense
behind this, each counter olerk is responsible for thelr own stock?

A. Thatis comrect, sir,

Q. And it is important that they are because if you have either a dishonest counter cletk or a very
careless counter clerk by them being responsible for balaneing their own stock each week, you can
find out which one it is

A.  That is correct, siv. Sometimes you may be £85.50 short because somebody’s il — and vou
find out that that has happened to be a car tax amount, s0 you can go through their car taxes and

say, “Well, he obviously hasn’t paid his cheque or you've done the transaction but you forgot to

take the money” which does unfortunately happen.
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Q.

clorks

in the same way as the

Well, let me el you, TH

A, That s nvorrect

{3, Before going back to the schedules, can we just desl with ooe matter and see what your
account of this 187 Did you regard yowrself as being a thoroughly incompetent sub-postmaster?
&, Looking back, yes.

. so, that iz the ploturs you want the jury © have as to your competence, is {17

A, Dwouldn’t say T was very incompetent but I was & bit slapdash.

A bit slepdash?

¥es.

Nt way out of your depth?

I did straggle, sir, ves, after my wife lefl, my ex-wife, sorry.

N

Barbara Carey, in common, | suppose, with the rest of the staff), you got on with very well, did
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you not?
A. 1 goton with most of the staff very well, yes.

Q. 1am not suggesting you did not. Did you remember her — I am just taking her as being one

example —be

A, Yes.

A.  Yes, I would say so but some of it was slapdash, sir, because | was too bugy all along. You
had to cuf comers.

. So, a bit slapdash but the suggestions that were put to a number of witnesses that the
documents and the audit showed you 1o be completely incompetent — that is a hit wide of the mark,
ig it not?

A, Inwhat way, six?

Q.  Well, it is overstated, is it not? I want this jury to understand how you rate yourself. Don’t
rum yourself down. Do not be over modest. How good were you?

A.  Tuied my best, sir.

Q. Yes, and by and large you wers okay, wers youn not?

A.  Twould say about okay, sir.

Q. Yes

I used to cut corners and be a bit slapdash.




&

POL00067005
POL00067005

Q. Well, of conrse, when you see a new machine for the first time but when vou have done a fow
tramsactions on that machine, it is dead easy, 't #?

A, Tt takes thwe fo got there, sir, ves,

. When vou have dope a few soore bansactions, it is dead easy, Iy it not? 1t is a shnple
mching,

A, The manssctions are, sir, but balaneing, no, especially half way through when they change all
the commmands.

(. Asnd Horbzon i 2 grest Inprovement on Echo, on which vou were originally trained, Is i no®?
A, Yes, sir

. Touch screen?

A, Yes, sh

€. Nice big buttons so it iz difficult to press the wrong one by mistake?

A Yes, sin

€. Yes. Much better than the one yon were trained on snd much casisr 1o use?

A Yes, better than manuel, sit,

G Yes, ond your staff conld cope with 1t?

A, Afier s while, vesg, sir,

€. And you could too,

A, Afbter s whils, sin

. Yes. Iam goingto go back to the schedule, so jury bundle, i vou would, Could we go back,

please, to 11297 ©am going to ask your help, My Page, In conducting another exercise to see

whether vou agree with what | am going o put to you gbout some figures, Can we look, please, at

& Yas.
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Yes, sir.

Cr, to use another phrase, th

Yes, sir.

That is right, is it not?

Yes, sir.

Yes, sir.

Yes, sir.

Yes, sir,

Yes, sir.

ferromed out, de you remember?

3745 this a fair

et us include them. Far less sterling,

that is when
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0 iz still & small amonnt of foreign currency

A, Yes, siv

©

Ifwe trace down two weeks, 22 and 23, 24, 25 and look at the sterling Szures, we see figires

generally speaking in five figures, below 100,000 oy thereabouts. Corsat?

>

That is correct, sin

3 And the foreign currency is now running at

A Ves, sin

3. When you had your conversation with Mr Brown from Bristol about your overnight cash
holdings being very large, he was asking you about sterling, was he not?

A Yes, sl

(. And he was telling vou two things: firstly, that you had not seat in your ONCH figures for

woeks?

Yew, #r.

Buat you were not sending themn off, That is point one that he was raisfng with vou, why not,

&

Q

A, Yes
3. Was thers an explanation?
A

¥

Mo, gir.
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A, And I did that sir.

Q. Andthe jury asked a question about this, you may remember, and [ was a bit snappy about it
A, Yes, siv

Q.  Whether you had been asked to send through three weeks® figures or seven weeks® figures.
You sent through three, I think?

A.  1think that is correct, sir, yes.

(. And there is your fax through the same day?

A, Yes, sir.

A, That is correct, sir.

MR JOHN: There is a jury note, I think,

JUDGE WOOD: (Same handed to judge) Thank you. Thejury ask that the air conditioning be
turned down a little, meaning that you are too cold? That is vight, yes. 1 am afraid that we are
going to have to do that. The bamisters sometimes complain about being too hot, not that that
would excuse any heated moments that have arisen in the court over the past fow weeks, of course.
i can see that the clerk is going to seek to do what the jury have requested and we will carry on for
the moment anyway.

MR JOHNg

A. That is correct, sir.

Q. And yourealised that, did you not?

A.  What do you mean, | realised that?
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“hat | suggest, Mr Page, is that you had been rontinely stealing money out of the office and

hiding it in your cash on hand figures up vl the thme that Mr Cartwright had 1o come o the office
in person to take out your excess sterling and that afterwards you started hiding vour thefis by

inflating the foreign currency fgures. - That &s right, is It not?

A That iz incowect, siv. ¥ you look at weeks 20 and 21 1 is ndl, nil.

€. Ohyes. Letus deal with that because Mr Cooper has asked me to and Twill, In week 19 we
aee that there is 101,000 sterling declared and the foreign currency declared has jumped up -~ we
can acospt, can we not, that the July week is special, if only becanse of the remuming out? That s
fadr, 19 B not?

A, Hyouaay so, sit,

wi Q. Butwe can see that the forelgn curreney Hgure Is nearly 100,000,

A, Corrscl

3. Were you walling to see if there was going to be any query about your svernight holdings for
the next couple of weeks?

>
A, Nao.

. You sent in vour OMNCH fipures in weels 19, did younot?
A, Ddow'tkoow, str. 1 can’t remernber.

Hi Q. Well, having been brought up short by My Brown and told that you had not done so for seven
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weeks, I imagine that you were on your best behaviour telling Bristol your ONCH figures
immediately afterwards, were you not?

A, lcan’t remember, sir. At that time my dad was in hospital. He'd just had a heart attack. I
can’t remember what I was doing, 1don’t think I was in. 1 was in snd out of the office.

Q. So, in week 20 and week 21, could this be right, that you were testing the water; you were
waiting to see if anybody would check up on your ONCH figures?

A.  Thatis incorrect, sir.

(3. That is why we see that the office foreign exchange is balancing for weeks 20 and 21. You
did not hear anything more from Bristol, did you?

A, As far as Lknow, sir, no.

. No, and you then thought, I suggest, that it was safe to do what you had started doing to hide
your escalating thefis by inputting false figures into the foreign currency on hand?

A, That is incorrect.

Q.  And that is how we get up to the 282,000 is it not?

A, (No audible reply)

(. Iam going to leave this in one moment but just help me in case 1 have misunderstood. Howis
it, Mr Page, looking at it sensibly, that when one looks at that inflation column starting in week 22,
188,000, week 23, 189,000, how can it be that these can always be exact round figures of thousands
with only the two exceptions that I pointed out? How can that possibly be right because these are,

on your evidence, Mr Page, sterling equivalent figures,

A.  1have already answered that,
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Al Q. Deliberately round it up or down to an exact number of thousands?

A Yes, sl

& Why?
B A, Because it's easier for the office o balance and easior for muyselfl
Q. How is if easier for the office to balancs when what you are doing is adjusting a figure that is
wrong? -
A, Well, ¥ ound § easier, siy, and that's that.
«

Q. Iis falsifieation of acoownts apart frow anything else. You koow thay, do younet? It is false
aceouating,

A Tdon't believe so, sir. Twas just making sure that the surplos wase’t put In knowing too well
I that soaneboedy may come back for it

Q. Bvery week?

Ao Mostwesks, sir, ves

. Arswe golng o hear from any of these people who were endlessly leaving their money lying
ground and coming back for 17

A, Tdon’tmew, sie T doubt it

A, Weoused to deal with -

Q. Canvou walt for the question? - some old-age pensioner cashes g givo for two week’s money
or six wesl’s money or something or two giros and gets only half of what she b entitled o asa
result of some error,

A, That is comeel.

(. Or gets £100 less than she is entitled to but then after a bit, il that is what has happened, she is

i guite lkely to come back.
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That is correct.

And I fully appreciate that if at the end of a day one of your very nice staff were to think, “1

never gave that old Mis Smith the full money she was entitled to. I can see that I've got £142.30

over here and she is entitled to it”, again, the jury and I might well understand that you might think,

well, we’ll stick that in an envelope, and not saying about the accounts.

A.
Q.
A.
Q.

Yes, sir.
1 can guite understand that sort of approach.
Yes.

But { would then think that when next week she has had her envelope back, there would be

nothing then to declars, would there?

A,

e R

Ne, sir,

And everything would go on balancing correctly?

1 would keep gotng on and on and on -~

1 cannot understand how it produces inflation. That is really the question asking you to ~

Well, if somebody came to me at the counter and I hadn’t paid them money, sir, maybe £89

something, that means that the till would show £89 over.

Q.

A

Q.

Yes, if they come back for it -
But it might be the following week, sir, § don’t know,

But that would be corrected, would it not? What we are looking at, as T understand it, is

increasing amounts and 1 am having difficulty, though the jury may not be having my difficulty, in

thinking about these people leaving regular amounts in the Post Office and it not being returned to

them. What do you say about that?

A,

1t was returned. We used to put it to one side. Not just that, we used to pay out over a quarter

of a million pounds a week in pension allowances, one aud a half, two thousand car taxes a month -

Q.

1 am going to try to bring my note up to date. One of the difficulties T have is that if T ask
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Al questions it is not so easy for me to record the answers and we need to get on

A, Yes

onour allew me to speak to Mr Cooper for a moment, please?

 Yes, of conrse. (After a paused [ will resd out what L have put and then D wou
be grateful if vou would tell me if I should add to it. “When customers accidentally received loss
than they should have done, the surples was put on one side and refurned to them, which mdghy

happen o the following week. That would explain a surplos in that wesk. It often happened

because we had a very high turnover.” That is as far as T have got. Would you like me io add.b

A, No,sir o

o 3 Twill leave it thers.

A, Maybe when the office members were showing a surplus for reasons beyend them, we used o
have to show that, e

Q. Yes

ME JOHN: 1 just want to ask vou about seme of these cheques befors Lmove on, Mr Page, Wonld
vou turn i the jory bundle to page 24%. 1 just want o come back brisfly to this £278,000 cheque.

When vou were frst asked about s, Mr Page, snd we see that It boars the date of 2 Jannary, youw

his cheqgues would bounce over the Christmas paied. Yes?
A, Thatis comect.
. That was the explanation that yvou gave. .

A, That's the explavation Ml GRO ‘ SAVE .
. Yes, and that is the explanation you gave to Mr Patel when you were Interviewed. So, it was
stiting there in the 6l against the likelihood or the possibility that those chegues were going to

Hi bounce?
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A, Tdon't know, sir.

Q. Well, whatdid Mr] GRO |tell you?

A.  He said they might bounce.

Q. Thev might bounce. And that didn’t bother you?

A. No,as 1 said earlier, Pd been dealing with Mri____GRO___ifor quite a period of time and no, it
didn’t. :

Q. Why did you not say to himm, “If there’s any risk of these cheques bouncing, you can’t take the
euros away”?

A.  Well, he gave me an explanation that the money would be voming into his account and
becauss of the Christmas period, Corus or whatever it was had shut down.

Q. Isthis a post-dated cheque we see at 2497

A. Inwhat way, sir? I think he came in on the 3%, didn’t he?

). That is your evidence. We will see that I suggest that you said something quite different to Mr

‘Patel, but we will come to that in due course. You are clear now, are you, in your evidence that this

was given o you on 3 Jamuary?

A, Fither the 2™ or the 39, I dow’t know.
Q. Letus not quibble about whether it was the 2™ or the 3™, it is January, after {l‘lrméiﬁmg?

A, Yes.

Q. Let me be clear about this. Are you telling us that it was on that pceasion when he handed
over this cheque that he said, “The three cheques I gave you previously may bounce?”

A.  That is correct, sir, yes.

(. Wewill look at vour account in interview this afternoon but let us be clear about this, Your

evidence now is not that when he gave you those three large cheques he said, “These may bounce”
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but that he told vou that later?

A. Mo, sir

Q. Letus sesif we can get the chronology right.

A, Forsuros hefore Christmes.

Q. Thatis right. On that occasion was he then saying that there might be a problem with them or
was he not then saying that?

A, Mo, he wasn’t saying that, siv. He came in after Christonas and told e that,

3. Tt was later, after Christmas, that he told me thet™?

Ao That is eoarect.

MR JOHN: So that we can frace this throngh, §am going to nvite the fury, Fthey think #t s
helpfil, to note on page 249, “See page 9827 beeause 1 am now going o invite Mr Page and the jury
0 look at page 982, So as to keep things neat, f the jury think it will be heipfitl, 1o write on page
Q82 “sep 2497, or we could just take out 249, if that is casler. Whichever way sults you, Mr Page,
van we look at the three cheques on page 582, please?

A, Yes

. These ave the three cheques that we are talking about, ars they not?
A Yes

. Because as a matter of arithmetiv, add those tuee sums up and they come to i:i:s;s 278,181 on ‘v
page 249. All right?

A, Yes

{3, When do you say that these chegnes were given fo you by Mx GRO

A These three chagues?
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Yes.

Before Christmas.

They are dated, two of them, the 20% and one of them the 23%, Given to you together?
What do you mean by together, just two together?

I mean by that together, at the same time.

< ﬂe/f,,gg,{w,g

2o feod s (1 S

Y TR
L R 0

Two on the 20% probably, ves, and the one on the 23% on the 23,

L0 r 0 R

Forgive me one moment. Let us just look at 989, then, please, which shows us the RS e
transactions, On 989, do you ses a transaction on 20 December?

Yes.

That Yine is the £87,000 odd cheque, correci?

Yes. .

A
Q
A
(.  Below that is a fransaction for 50,9097
A, ¥es.

Q

at was that used for?

A, Tdow'i know, sir.

Q. Allright. Tum over from 982 to 983 which shows us the back of those cheques which were

. ~ -y
jven to you, you say, befors Christmas. [/ - oy Vil 5
¢ Yo ’ Ym ¥ 1& 3&/}%’- X [ Th B
Yes. - e
]
They were put through the system, were they not? ' /
j@
4
Yes. jf

Because we can see that they went through the office on the 277,

L =R e

That is correct.
Q.  So, in the office records they would have been shown on Horizon as being the receipts, would
they not?

A. They would have done, sir, ves.
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A 3. Becsipts against the sales of sures which they were being used for payroent. Yes?

€. And 3 would be right then, would i€ not, that if we go back to the 278 cheque, that would not
appear anywhere on the office records at all? wji

A, That Is comrest, A

3. Beocauss that was just being held there In muspense. Yes, ‘z%

A, Thatis correct, yes,

Q. And it certainly did not represent the sale of any esvos to Myi  GRO

A, Bo, ne

Q. Beeauwse of course otherwise that alzso would bave been entered on Horlzon an g receipt, would
pp) Hoot?

Ao That iz comect.

3. Allright. Have yvouseon your expert accountant, My Liddell’s report?

A Yes, sin

£ 3. Have vou studied it with care?
A, Theve lovked at 33, sir, but | haver’t studied 3, ne.
€3 Reallv? ¥ iz a very bmportant docwraerd, s 3 nod, inovour 1Y
wi A Itis, s, yes.
0. Have you found anything in it in relation to whal you have boers saving to this jury that does
not e up?
A, Inowhat way, sit?
G

MR COOPER: Your honour, some of the prefaces to questions put to My Patel of, “Mir Patel, this
is not a memory game™ was quite right and | woader whether the same cowrtesy could be afforded
o Mr Page? I thers is a point, guite properly, that moy learned friend has, perbaps he could direct

Hi himto 7
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JDGE WOOD: 1do not think that there is anything improper about the question. It is really very

;jicﬁnal for counsel to make a general enquiry before focusing on the specific. Obviously the jury
;Z&rﬂi know that the report is not short and the witness does not profess to be an accountant, but 1 do
pot think that there is anything wrong in the question.
| MR JOHN: Can we have the answer then?

A, (No audible reply)
Q. Canwe have the answer?
4 4. Canl have the question again, please, sir?

(3. Yes, itis a question that Mr Cooper did not want you to answer.

' MR COOPER: No, your honour. That is just the sort of thing that was said and your honour told

b2

| ™ to apologise.
JUDGE WOOD: We will not have that. y
4o r pde
MR COOPER: So, perhaps my learned friend might apologise 1o me 5»3/2, ot ¢ i
.‘ N
MR JOHN: Yes, Ido. (Tothe witness) I will ask you again. Have you seen anyth%ug in that
E

report which relates to instructions that you have given that strikes you as being wrong?

A, (ffthe top of my head, no.

Q. Have you noticed, for instance, that there is no reference anywhere in Mr Liddell’s report to
wi the explanation that you have given to the jury for the schedule that we spent so much time on for

the rounding up of those thousands of figures? Have you spotted the fact that Mr Liddell makes no

reference to that explanation at ail? Py,
A, No, Idon’t think so. ..,,u@,%’”i’f/“ ~
& ; £ )wg’ . "
3. He does not, does he? gé N v %?&, a4 (o
/ S
: { 4 it e ey
A, Tdon’tthink so, no. . )lm V) AR \
:;As.
Q. Because you have invented it since he wrote his report, have you not? A
H| A, No.

£§\
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Q. Youloow, do you not, that he has examined whether there could have been g Buik

office of £282,000 worth of foreign currency. !

A, That is correct, ves.

Q. And vou know ks conclusion, do vou net?

A That there wasa™f, no.

3. There was not and you know that that was My Patel’s conefusion as well, do You not?

A, That is corrent.

(. That it simply was not possible that there could have been £282,000 worth of swros in he

oifive.

A, That iz comwset,

. Butthe inflation Hgure that appesrs on the foot of the schedule, which vou have been

explaining to us, implies that theve were,

A Yes, sir

Q. And that inflation schedule, you have explained how that Lomes 10 pass because It iz fmwes
e

that vou put in.

A, TThet s comrect

wen the auditors went in, £3RZ000

{3, So, onyour evidence there should in fact have been, w

werth of foreign cwrrsnoey.

. Well, where is it then?

A, Idon’t know, 3l

. So, you accept, do you, that there is missing money?
A, Whether the money is missing, sir, or there was an accounting problem I don’t know
Q. No, it is not an accounting problem at all. You know thar,

A, No,Tden't know that, sir, at all. m not an secountang,

POL0O0067005
POL00067005
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A, Ves, sir.
Q. We remind owrselves that this is not a whole office snapshot, is i#t?
€ A,
Q. 1Itisthe stock for which you were individually responsible.
A,
p| @
A.  Ne, sir, the question you asked me was 1f I was solely responsible for that stock.
. What does this snapshet mean to you?
£ A, 049907} instant scratch
cards.

Q. Letus forget the Lottery. We are not troubled with the Lottery.

w
o
S
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Ao Ifyousay zo. Tden™ koow what pags.

. Turn back ~ do not takes wy word for 1 —1o 1130,

Ao Yes, six,

Q. So, if the auditors bad core io on the 7% rather than 14 Jaouary, and pusched just the same
button o get 2 snapshot of vour AM steck, it would bave shown i terms of foreign cumenry, -

sterling equivalent of foreign corrency, 2807

A That is corvect, sir
. And similarly, if they bad come In a week carlier, 372,000 and so on?
A, Yes, sty

3. Because all those figures would have had to have been manually input, would they not?
A, Yes, and checked by myself snd Margaret,
Q

Yo, and they would all have been false, would they not?

A, No, slr, don't believe so.

(. We have come full olrcle with your explanation, you see, Mr Page. There iz & great big hole

of vash that scoording to the records which have been input through your AM stock stmply was not

there and # is you who is inputiing the figures.

argare

The AM stock is yours., You were the one whe was deing the rounding up?

. for the foreign currency on hand declared figure

N
Pl
AR
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A.  And checked by Margaret, ves.

3. Tam sorry, are you trying to drag Margaret Pearce into this?

A, Mo, I am not trying to drag Margaret into i€, 1 said before, sir, that Margaret used to check the
bulk figure with me.

Q. The inflation column that we have looked at so many times now, every entry in it, I think you
have agreed yourself, from July onwards, is an entry which is not acourate.

A, Ttis slightly inacourate, sir.

inacourate? We come right back to the start here. This:

And I can’t explain that, siv.

No, I deny that.

{ want to deal with just one other matter.  Who had keys to the office, Mr Page?
Myself, Jane and Margaret.

And you, as the sub-postmaster, of course, was the bogs?

That is correct, sir, ves.

You could let yourself into that office at any time you liked.

Yes, sir and I did.

S = T A =

Axnd had you done it — T know that you will not accept that you did ~ you could have gons in at
any stage, day or night, and taken 2,000 here, 5,000 there and no one would bave seen vou.
A, That is very doubtful, sir.

Q.  Really?

A.  The reason being, sir, that the safe should be on a time lock.
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Q. Iwill get you to explain that in & minute.

A, Iwill do, sir, yes.

(. The suggestion was that it would have been eagy for you to make sway with thousands of
pounds in small numbers of thousands, regularly without auyone noticing and your answer was, 1
don’t agree that that would be” -

&, ‘Because the majority of the thue, sir, the safls should be on atime lock. There's four safes and
what you do, vou turn a manal ey to how many hours vou want the safe 1o be locked. Pmonot
saving it was done all %:élé time, air, but fhe majority of the tme & was.

Q. Riphi, you say that. And who weuld dothat?

A, The last person leaviog, Twounld be wysell or Mavgaet or -

Q. “Last person out would do that™,

A, Hmm,

Q. So, one way forward would be that if vou close ot six o”clogk, leave the bullding at that stage
~ 1 do not know if that is -

A, The sale should not open again until maybe seven or eight o'dock the following moming.

. Yes, so you would be able 1o set the thme clock so that no one conld gt into the safe for
sleven bouss, say?

A, Yes, sod if we used to come in, because we were consected to the Redeare Systern, Romeg, so
i you came in out of office hours, you would have a phone call round the back asking what you are
doing thers, and whatever, and that would be logged.

Q. Yes. “Ronmec would tslephone me i1 wont i out of hours and that would be logged™?

& Ves, siv,

MR JOHN: Romec are a pretty unreliable organisation, are they not?

A, Some parts of it, sir, especially the slectricians,

Q. We know that, do we not, because yoo waited for months and months for then to come and
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repair your rate board?

A. That is correct, sir.

Q. So, we carmet really rely upon them picking up any defaults, can we?

A.  They shonld do, sir, becauss I was paying x smount per year.

). 1koow that we should do but we would be wrong, would we not?

A.  That is something you would have to take up with Redcare then, sir, isn't it7 -

Q. Weknow that from all the evidence. You are not disputing, are you, that vour rate board was
inoperative for months?

A. Mo, amnot, siv,

And it was down to Romec to replace 47

Yes, sir.

So, we cannot place too much reliance upon them, can we?

No, I don't know, sir. {used to rely on them regarding the alarm, sir, ves.

MNow, I want to deal with your suggestion that euro sales, sales of large quantities of suros to

A
Q.
A.
Q.
Mr|

That {s correct, sir, ves,

And yvou stand firm on that, do you, Mr Page?

Yes, Ido.

And you say that the rate boards will show that, do you?
Yes, L do, sir, ves,

If you are telling the truth, they should do.

They should do, they will do, sir,

Yes, if vou are telling the truth they will do will they?

R R <A T = R

Yes.

AN
i
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Q. Letus see what vou said sbout it in interview. Is (is vight that vou said --
A Con have the intorview, six?
Q. Well, we will take youto It in a moment. I will ask you the general question first and then we

will look at the detail. In interview, what vou were saying, broadly spesking, was this, that almost

S — : \ ° )
invariably M. GRO  iwould be thers to conduct the franssction with you.

A, That is correct.
€. Onoccasions you mdght be out of the office und vou would then give instructions for vour
siaff because vou had already arvanged the rate with ki,

A.  That is correct

Q. Andin effect vou would say, “Mrl GRO 7, however you veferred o him -

That is correed,
3. Words to that offect, and they would know the amount, would they, beesuse i would be inthe
diary?
Ao They had ahready been sold some of the e, sir.

. How would they know the amount?

A Becange #owounld be in the box with 2 receipt on.

& You would have torn off the receipt?
A, Yes, and put it on top of the box.

). So, the receipt on the FM money changer — et us take o simple example - fyou had had s
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E»Iemel?
A No, it got to the stage where [ was just getting them in as he wanted as many as he could get,
(3. Becanse he would buy whatever you could lay your hands on?
A, That is correct, sir, yes.
Q. Bu initially did be say, “Can you get me 100,000 or 200,000 swros?
A, Mo, that’s as it built up, sir, yes.
% 0. Yes, and as time went on you just got in as much as you could?
‘ € A, Thatis comect. Aslsaid, it started from 1999 onwards.
Q. Yes. So, assume on a Monday he calls you and asks, “How many euros have you got
available today” and you said half & million?
D A, Well, whatever 'd got in stock, sir, yes.
Q. Allright. Let us assume that it was half a million and you would tell him that. Is that right? 1
just want to see if L have got the system right. Would he say, “What's the rate?”
A, He probably would do, sir, or just ask how many euros I'd got in stock.
B

. Would he ask the rate is the question.

A, 1am not saying all the time. He may do, sir, but not all the while, no.

 JUDGE WOOD: He might ask the rate but not all the time?

| A. No,sir-Ican’t answer yes or no with that sir.

MR JOHN: To be clear about this, bere is a man who is transacting business with you at a

significant sum of money?

A, Yes
G _

Q.  And he would ask you how much you had in stock?

A, Yes

Q. And he might not even ask you what rate you would give him?
H] A Hemay do, sir. can’treally remember. I have just said that.

fix
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apteed & rate wi

ibly do.

He never tried to negotiate a rate with you?.

I R T B

in you, Mr Page, that he never had to ask you the rate

because he knew, becily

Q. Well, you are a businessman, not perhaps on the same scale, Mr Page — no disrespect to you—
but vou are in business.

Hmm,

Yes.

1 et us take a smaller fransactio

S =

Ay

o know the rate,
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. Mo, ¥ am askiog sbout you. If vou were doing it, you would want to know the rate, would you
o7

another thing, isa'y 19

. Particularly if vou were into i€ for hundreds of thousends of pounds.

A, What do vou mean, into it for hundeeds of thousands of pounds?

. Well, he was, wasnt he?

A, Well T dide’s knorw that

0. He was giving vou chegues for hundeeds of thousands of pounds,

A, Yes.

3. Yes. Al the more bnportad, if you are using money st that kind of level, to be certain what
rale you are going 1o gt

A, As1said, I camnot speak for MrL___GRO__ '}

Q. So, that §s vour svidence, Is i, that he never asked what the rate -

Ao Mo, Idide’t say that, Isaid I ean’tremember. He may have done; he may not bave done,

3. You cannot romember one way or the other but the one thing that you are sure about {s that he
never at any tme aitempted © negotiate the rate with you?

A, He may have done when he first started, ¥ very much doult i, but thers’s one e and that’s
the rate I gave Mm.

Q. Would you look at the interviews, please, tab 5, page 167

A, What page, 167

3. Yes, please. You are being asked about one particular transaction which was reversed, Do you
remerher this?

A, {Mo andible reply)

i
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Q. Perhaps we should start at the bottom of 15. You were asked about a transaction at 10.17 for
36,000 suros. Do you see?

A, Homam,

Q.  And then another done for 80,000 euros?

A, Yes

Q. And then you say that that is reversed, over on page 16. “The 80,000 is reversed, which
leaves us with only one transaction”.

A, Yes

. And then one minute later you do another transaction of 72,000, Your answer, “I'm probably
just trying to balance the books.”

A. And the Ford money changer, siv, ves.

very much doubt i, yes.”

A.  Thatis correct.

ure, 15 it not?
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A, Mo, sir, not really because ay soon as the money used to come in we used to sell it

straightawsy or Jane would sell It straightaway. It just makes it sasier for us to glve to Mr

| CTORO et com i
. Sp that on the 1l voll, the Pord money changer 6l roll, which of course, has a date and a thne
onit, ifMri GRO ithen came in two days later to collect ¥, the receipt would reflect a
o transaction which wasg not faking place that day but one that had taken place two days eardior?
A, Thatis corect, ves.
3. That is just totaily wrong, is ¥ not?
A, he came - d something on the Ford money changer, say, on the Mond
o

Wedpesday, he would give me re’s a receipt for that Mondsy end be would

give me a cheque on the Wednesday.
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May or may not have ~
- may or may not have set with you?

That is correct, sir.

o o o P

And that wonld be efficient becanse when he came in, the staff would be able to hand it over

and he would simply write the cheque as required by the valuation, the price shown, on the Ford

transaction?

Q.  So, that would explain why he would be producing a cheque which would bear a different
date from the Ford money changer transaction? \é %“3» i

A rw ,M""
A, That is correct, sir. As you can understand, we were a busy office and we used to vy and get
things done s quickly as we could to make it easier for ourselves later on,
Q. Right.
A.  And] think Jane, in her evidence, said that she used to do that. She used to count the money
and sell it off and put it 1n the safe.

Q. 1am afraid that we may need to recall her on that bt the point you are making, anyway, is that

be delivered to him — no, handed over is better —to him when he came?

A.  That is correct, sir.

before I invite bis Honour to adjourn perhaps 2 minute or two early so that I can move on to that

later, If we just take a simple example, shall we say half a million euros which you have in stock

changer as a sale as soon as you put the phone down on him?

J7
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F0d dons i, sy, ves, B Pve sold, yes,
Well, that is what you are telling us thet you normally did,
¥ did nonmally do that, siv,

Right. So, the phone call on Mondsy, half ¢ million euros. “That’s fine, Mr Page. Pl be in

on Wednesday™., You put the phooe down, He has not asked for the rate but so as to make i sasy

when he comes 1o on Wednesday, you straightaway put it through the money changer applving a

N

vate which comes out of vour head and nowhere else?

A

Q.
A

A

The yate that T would have ok off the buyback rate, slightly lower.
A figore which vou would have set for vourssil Yes?

Yesn.

Without reference W auvone olze?

That is corrent.
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Yes. A bit risky for him, would you not think?

Looking back at it, sir, yes,

Particularly if you have not even told him what rate you were going te give him?
That’s if 1 hadn’t told him.

That’s not the way it worked, Mr Page, was it?

> 0 O » o

I don’t know what you are on about.
Let me make it clear so that you can think about it, perhaps, over the short adjouwrnment, The

way it worked was that almost invariably — not always but almost imf’aria%}y -Mri GRO

............................

would come in, he would produce the suros and they would be sold and punched into the money

changer in front of him and he would take them away from the office. That was the normal way,

: N
‘ < &Y L Ve g Er.«**?—"mf‘?»f N ’
was it not? Y %Tg‘,g‘:?/a//- “’ 4 U e, L ORI &3

/"‘:i, /;’,i » . i . - T Lo m:}
Ceodlsin Mops, 7 2p7y7 7

A, Canlfinish answering the question please?

JUDGE WO0OD: Yes.

A, Sometimes we used to do that, somstimes we didn’t. As we got busier, we used to put the
money o one side for him,

MR JOHN: We will look at that this afterncon. If that is a convenient moment?

JUDGE WOOD: Yes, of cowrse. Thank you very much. 1 propose to break off until five past two
if that is all right for vou, members of the jury, remembering, of course, that we will be stopping at
four o’clock today,

{Luncheon adjournment)

(¥
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€. Tam afaid that s going 1o have to teke you back & the discrepancy schedude onee again, |
am sorry, 1 should bave done it earlier and by all ineans take your time before we desl with the nexy
aspect. 11 is sy Bault that T did not deal with this &t the appropriate stage,

&, Canhave the page, pleass?

. Of course, 1128, in faot 1129, which containg » reference to the week when the £180,000 was
remmned out by Mr Cartwright,

A, Yes, sin

Q. 1 just want to look sf some arithmetic with you, and T e going to do it in roond figures, iF]
may, becsuse it is unfair for vou snd anybody else to expect fo do 1t in any other way, Canowe lock,
pleass, at the result shows on the office balance af the end of the weak 31 July 2802, so in other
words where it is bighlighted, and to put this back in context this iz of course alfter My Cartwright
has taken the £160,000 away and this is the offics balance at the end of that week, Ave you with
wre?

A, Yes, sin

€. 1iust want you to look ot these figures with me and accept, i vou would, my maths i round
figures because it will be checked 7 am wreng, The fir right-hand column, £160,000 is taken ow
during the week ending 31 July. Comset?

A, Ves, aceording to this, sin

Q. The inflation Hgwe is achioved by My Patel by dedueting the sum shown on the Ford money
changer from the forelgn currency on hand declared fipure, 177,500, Al vight?

A, Yes, sin

Q.  And add to that the sterling figure, 87,0007 Ny s Tl L

&, Hmm.
Q. So, those three figures, 160, 177 and a half, and 87 in round figures. Would you please take 1t

from me for these purposes that that is about 424,000 togethes?
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}(i ( {J(/’s{: Gl e S

A, (No audible reply)
Q. Canwe look, please, af the same exercise for the previous week? We have no mopey remmed

out, of course. We have a Ford m hanger figure which is exactly the same as foreign cirrency

Q. And a very large figure, I think you would agree, 421,000 sterling declared. Would you take it

from me, again in round figures, that is about 428,000, so in of

A.  Yes, sir,

Q.

S0, a large sum within a few thousand, about the same, hogi £4235,000 but th

, week 18; thers is

stantial rise in the amount shown as foreign currency on

A, According to these figures, sir, yes.

Q. Well, you appreciate, Mr Page, do you vot, that these figures are taken, and it has not besn
disputed, from source documentation?

A. By Mr Patel.

(. From the office.

A, Yes, mir.

Q. They have not come out of the ether. They come from documentation. Now, can we just keep

11t because we

may need to come back to it, and see how much currency came in from Hemel Hempstead that

A, Yes.

(3. This is the week, we remind ourselves, en you will remember this,

Mr Page, T hope — t s showing day by day throughout the

period we are concerned wi
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Vs, sir

(198, i we look forid

Yes, sz

Q. We will race that down, 1f we may: two entries, 1) oand g zevond, Mondsy the

e ¥ould vou agree that those dates

taken jogether comprize that accounting week?

A, According to these figuves, sir, yes.

. It looks Hke it, does it noi?

A, Onthese Sgoves, siy, yes,

3. Wwe go over o the right-hand column, whet L am doing, and { may help the jury, if they
wish, | am simply highlighting them so that one can look at the totals. As we ase, thers ars the
figures of euros which have been sent in from Hemel to your offive, and we see 42 and a half, the

same again, the same again, the same again, the same again, 42 and then 42 and a half. Wonld vou

taks it from roe — again, Dmay be wrong b as & matter of arithroeti

A, (Mo sudible reply)

incre that accounting

week?
A, Yes, sir.

3. Infact, what vou show, i we look

the shaded lne for that sccoumting week,

ol

A.  According to those figures, yes, siv,
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A.  According to these figures, sir, yes. if;’;’ =7 3»« S ;

Q. You see, the figures, as you appreciate, Mr Page, have been checked not just by Mr Patel but
by your expert.

A, Yes, sir.

Q. And are agreed as being accurate, but they do not match on paper, do they?

A, Do you mean on week 18, the inflation figure?

. Yes.

Well, the inflation figure we put inis what T had in stock, siz, at that time.

J‘%so
(. We are leaving aside the week of the June audit and leaving aside all those previous weeks

where there is nil inflation shown on this Patel schedule.

A, That is correct, sir.
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Q. Frio what we refer to often as FM for that week?

A, That is correct, siv.

. Andto take o simple exsmple, assume i3 a Thursday so that we are in the new accounting
week, in comes 300,000 soros that moming n g number of pouches. They are checked and thev are
keyed into the money changer as receipis?

A, Ifwe are not busy, sir, yos that iz corret,

Q. The money changer, 88 we know, ot that thine not being divectly connected to the Horlzon
porputer, 8¢ 11 is a stand alone maching?

A Yes, sl

Q.

. And atthe end of the accounting week when the individusl clerks ave balancing thely stocks,
similarly the bureau stock needs to be balonced as well?

A, That is covrect, sir

A, That is correct, sn

. So, that standalone machioe is, as it were, thinking to itself during the course of the
avcounting week, recording the money thet has come in froe Hemel because that has been keyved in
either by vou or by vouwr stalf, Correct?

A, That is coreect, si, ves.

. And every time that currency 18 sold o g custorer, whether it be Mr GRO orwme, thatis

being keyed in as wall?




C

&

POL00067005
POL00067005

Q. And the way that that gets dealt with at the exnd of the accounting week, because the Pord

A
182
A
Q. Anditis then that figure, the figure that comes out on the command 10 print from the Ford

monpey changer, that is the one that whoever is balancing the bureau stock -

A. (inaudible) sir, ves.

Yes.

And then keyed that into Horizon because the Ford money changer figure is generated and

o P oo P

that then goes to form part of the cash account for the week?

A, Yes, siv and then the sum is then sent off to Chesterfield.

¢

A,

4

$
¢
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A, That is comedt, sir
3. Now, without going over ground which we dealt with this morning, Mr Page, that goes

certainly from weel 22 vightthe-way-te-theendrof vur sehedule; vompletely-out.of kilter because

S
e o

o e . R . . . ,
T never agsin from week 22, 28 August 2002, right wp uniil the time of your arrest, does the Pord ™,
e %
: !
\\f; money changer conumand 10 fgore agree with the amount that has been input inte Hordzon, /

S—

A, That i3 correct.
Q. Thatis vight, is R no?
& NGO
s A, Yes
€. Letus take week 22 so that we ave quite clear about the mechanies of it. Agaln, we rerind
wurselves that these schedules are being looked at by any number of people.

3. The Ford monsy changer Bowe for
& g &

[ \
Correot?

A, Yes, gir, week 32, vos,

€. The amount that has be in the coluem mediately to is lefl,
S

£, A massive difference between those two figures.

A, Ves, sir, "

Q. And whether 3 was you who was doing it or Margaret Pearce or our friend Joe Public, no one

&

conld have failed to miss the faot that those two Hgures bear no relation whatsver 1o each other.
&, According to this, sir, vo.
Q. o, can we just place ourselves, if we can, back in the Rugeley office on the day when thiz

I office is being balanced on or about 28 August, and somweone has a compand 10 print in Font of
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Al them that shows £95,000 odd as the Ford money changer figure and gomebody bas put into Horizon
not that figure but £283,0007
A.  That is correct, sir.
B . How can that possibly be a mistake?
A, THis notamistake, siv, It's what — the bulk, 188,000, what was in the AM stock.
. < How does it get into the AM stock?
A. Because it might be currency already sold to Mt GRO  ior Ieft in there,
¢ Q. The money that comes in from Hemel Hempstead is booked into the Ford money changer,
A, Yes, sir.
Q. Onreceipt. That is where it stays throughout the accounting week.
D A.  ButT've sold it on the Ford money changer, sir, and put it in the ¢l
Q. It does not work, Mr Page, does i, becanse the command 10 summary is the figuwre that needs
to be put into Horizon so that the office will balance at the end of the week. There is no answer to
it, Mr Page, is there?
E|
A,
Q. Yes
A
¥l Q. How does it get into the AM stock, Mr Page, because it has been booked in?
AL
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JUDGE WOOD: {hink that that may be why we are kevo to understand exactly what yon were

feliing us thiz morning happened. When Mr]  GRO  Iphomed, you agreed how much you had,
told Bim how much you had, e agreed {o buy ¥ and vou say that the fransaction was done.
A Yes, s, that is comsct
€. Hibe anssction was done then it would go through the Ford money changer then, would it
not?
Ao Yes, sir,
Would it not?
B wonld do, g
3 Witis, then it would be shown oa the Pord money changer fgure:
A, Rwould be deducted from the Ford money changer.
€3, Exactly 5o, and that is the point that you are being asked about by -

A, Yes, the Pord money changer would have what the currency of the Ford

ﬁ“mm

e Y, e %

MR JOHN: It does not work. 1t does sot work on your own case, on your own evidence,

A, Yeg buri-

¢ And therefors -
MR COOPER: 1am sorry, your honour, but I think he was in the middile of giving his answer, If
he might be allowsd to finish?

JUDGE WOOD: 1 think, in fet, the withess infervopled the questioner,
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MR COOPER: Iunderstand. Idid the same myself am sorry, itis difficult.
MR JOHN: We are certainly not going to fall out about that. I want to give Mr Page every

opportunity to explain this. (fo the witness) If, as you have told us, you had agreed a transaction on

A, That is comrect, yes.

Q. Leaving asids the fact that he did not know what rate he was fransacting at but you had keyed

A, Yes, sir.

Q. That does not matter. That does not matter, Mr Page, for this reason, that where the currency

is — let me make it clear that { am not acoepting, as you understand, I am sure, that that is what
oceurred — does not matter where currency is. The point is this, that the transaction so far as the
office accounts and machine is concerned have already been done. It is in the Ford money
changer’s memory.

A, Yes.

N
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. And the commrand 10 print is what tells the member of staff who iz doing the balancing at the
end of the week what smount o keyving as the foreign corrency on hand figure.

A, Yes, from the buresn stock, ves.

. Well, it is the bureau stock becanss it can’t be both in the burean stoek and in the AM stock -
we have gone through this oncs before — otherwise you have the same large sum duplicated.

A, The money, the sum that T put into the AM stock, would be the budk of cash and foreign
cwrrency inthe AM safe,

. ¥ am only golog to take snother moment or two on thiz and then T am going 10 pass on bul we
have this position elesy in mind, have we, Mr Page, that whoever finalizsed the cash accomst for
week 22, and D will leave it with this one example, would have had in front of him, if it was you, or

her i it was anvhody else in vour offics, 2 command 10 print showing 95,000 odd?

s s st s

A, Thetis comeet, sir

€. And whoever that porson, 3 was 2 be, vou, i wes g she, any of vour staff, would have

keyed in £283,616.122 Vo wa T 1y

o I

A, That is correct, sin

. Tam going fo leave it theve, Was there a stage, Mr Page, on vour evidence, when instead o™

GRO mowming into the office and doing a transaction which was completed then and there

on the spot, in other words keyed fn as g sale to the Ford money changer, chegue handed over, he
leaves with the eures, when that provedure cessed and 8 new procedure began, he would vder over
the phone or agree with you over the phone but only come in a day or two days® later?

A, That ] can’t vemember, sk, no.

. Would you pleass try and think about it becsuse this is vour vaze and yout memaery s
bmportant. Was there a stage when the practice changed, that {ostead of coming in, writing out s
chegue in front of vou for the amount that the Ford money sha%gesr would show was the required

sterling amount, that that ceased and the normad practive would be thet he would ring you up in
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Al advance, ask what was available; you would key it in and he would come ina day or two later and

have it all done and dusted?

A,  Ithink that that may have been going on for quite a while, sir, but I can’t remember specific

B dates, it’s so long sgo.
L

A.  Beosuse he couldn’t give me a cheque for transactions and come into the office (insudible)
D could he?

(. No, and the normal practice thronghou ad , unless

you happened 1o be off elsewhere, the general run would

Q. What I am seeking your help to establish is this, Mr Page. Okay, if the question iz confusing,

tell me so and § will try and rephrase i

N
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Al A, Ttwas, sir, ves.
€3, And was that the way it ran for a period?
A, Yes, sir, § belisve so.
B This is what [ am frving to get 8t you see.
C

A, Ieoukdn’iell vou, sir.

3. 1am going to come to one or two examples so that you can deal with this in 8 moment, Mr

shows curreney ~ 1 am just tradng # up, i vou Drglve me.

ser. §am so sorry that § did not have the page number

fnstantly to hand 0. We are going to need, for comparison purposes, What lam

Hi going to do — i may help others — is 1o take oy "Would your honow
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forgive me for a moment? Ihave trouble with my own writing. (After a pavse) I am soiry, this is
entirely my fault. Thave asked the jury and Mr Page to turn up the wrong page. Do forgive me for

like you to fook at. This is the master schedule, as we sometimes call it, MP3,

That is corect, sir, yes.
And we have the help on this schedule of the time.

Yes.

e O p

So, this as you appreciate, comes off the FM print ont. the moring,

. which, would 1 be right in saying, would be 07187

A. Ves, sir because I didn’t change the -

Q. Not changing the summer tiree. Well, I am not criticising you for that.

moming on 22 August. This would be bound to be you, would it not

A, Yes,

. And the following da done, I suggest, plainly at the

game time, 0959 and 10 o’clock, W 2k — would that be right?
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Httle later in the moming on the 237

A, That iz corpeet, sl
3 Yes
ME JOHN: & fe, can we, please, & e Following

day. Al vight? Can we focus onthese two figures, please, My Page?
;‘Y g‘ & p <

A

»oA

O

A,

147,0007

147,000 bought sarly morning, aceording 1o the secord.
22 of the sighth?

22* of the eighth.

And 85,0007

Yes, sorry, your honour,

MR JOFIN: A bit later in the day on the 23 all right?

Agga

43

Vs, 8ir.

1 am not going to ask you to speculate whether it would have been you doing the 23 August
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{ransactions?

>

At that time, sir, [ think it would have been me.

Q.
A
Q.
A,
a.
A
Q.

Yes, sir.
At Lichfield?

Yes, sir.

Yes.

= " L

f, a8 we see from the

him at 7.18 that morning.

A.  Yes, sir.
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. DHd he lsave the 100 euros with you?

A, No, sir. He dide’t

Q. But the way it looks, Mr Page, iz thiz, is ¥ not, that this was a transaction that was done face
1 face with vou in the early moming of the 229

A, Yes, it doss, sir.

. And later the same day, barring 100 ewros, that seme som is deposited on Ml

hehalf st Lichficld.

A, According to this schedule, ves, siv,

(. Are you questioning this schedule?

A, No, T am st saying, scocvding to this schedule P locking & now,

HIDGE WOOD Yes, you have said that more than onoe and please do not think T am oriticising,
M Fage. T is just that the schedules have been provided 1o the defence who have engaged expert
scooumtans to giudy them and were there o be ervors In that schedule no doult those would have
been pointed out. We are working on the basis that they are right

A, Okay, sir

¢ 8o when you say, “according to the schedule®, fine, but we are working on the bagis in this
povrt that the schedale is right. We will canry on

MR JOHN: It is not a eriticism of you, Mr Page, in that respect, at all. Your corament iz perfectly
proper. Just before I move on o the 237, can we eugage in this exercise, please? Do vou still have
Q%8 open, the sale that you agree must have been you beesuse of the time In the morming and

therefbre vou are physically keying it into the money changer at 07187 Hwe go 1o the last coluam

is £97,048.02. ¢

&

A Yes, sir,

{2 And that figure, of course, does not come from the back of an m&*&?&pﬁkﬁég generated by you

s
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o

v
o

because you key in 147,000 ewros at the 1.67 rate and that is what the FM machine fells you to
charge.
A.  That is correct, sir.
Q. Just pausing there while we are at it before we lose the place — 1 am so sorry; I am told I may
have made a mistake, It is because we have not got colummn headings. That is my excuse, anvhow.
You are quite right. Thank you, Mr Tatford — ahead of me as always. 88,000,
JUDGE WOOD: That is the cheque o be paid?
MR JOHN: Yes, it iz oot 97, 97 is what the Crown say is the amount that should have been paid.

1t is because we do not have the headings at the top of sach page. H is my fault, and 1 am sorry. 8o,

correct?
A,  Yes, sir.
Q. And therefore he gives you a cheque for 88,023.95,

A, Yes, sin

bold in the next cohumn if the special rate had been applied, 1 5147, Yes?

A, Yes, sir

Q. So, you were allowing him a preference of the difference between 1.5147 up to 1,677
A, That is correct, sir,

(. Sixteen points better. If we then go back, please, to 1423 to see what happened on Mr
£92,742 odd, That seems to be right, does it not?

A, Yes, sir.

(. Bo, he is £4,700 to the good before the end of that day?
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A, Accovding to thet, sty ves,
3 wd the polot is this: be has come into the office and has transacted with you befors half past

seven in the moring. You have keyed those Bgures in and by the end of the day he has paid the
equivalent of 100 euros in elsewhere,

A, Thatis correct

. Bo, on vour evidence thiz Is againse the nonxal patiem by August; this is » transacton where -
he has come in in the moming, done the fransaction with you, you have keyed it in and someons has
gone straight Yo Lichfield and made neady £5,000 profit in the same day, Right?

A, Agcording to this, sir, ves.

3. So,the next day, Back to 888, if vou please. 23 Auguost. This iy in reality nine o'dlock in the
morping, two transections done shmullansously because we can forget the minuts, van we noi?

A, (Mo audible reply)

Q. Arve vou with me?

A, Yes, siv,

&, Dwoudd have thought so, sy, yes.
Q. Selling bim 170,000 ewroy and the Sgurss giver: 31,515,135 timses two, so 2103000, give or

taks, Correct?
A, Yes, s

(. Back to page 1423, if vou please. The next day, 24 August, 170,300, in other words 500 eurps

maore, deposited at Lichfield. And this has gone through another third party, s G RO Yes?

A, Idowtknowwhol GRO s, sir.
3. Noreason why vou should but that seems to be the fuits of the swme transaction, does it not?
This time on the next day, so not two days later?

A, Yes
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And again, to look at the profit element involved, in round figures £103,000 paid to you?
One thousand?
Yes, £103,000 paid to your office.

Yes.

oo Lo r R

Two times 51 and a half odd, and a profit of over £4,000 made by the end of the next day.
A, Yes,sir.

Q. And yet you knew nothing of these profits?

A.  Notatall, sir.

Q. And there would not have heen any spare sures lying arcund at the end of the week, would
there?

A.  No,sin

Q. Nothing to reflect that very large inflation figure which we see at the end of that week?

A,  No,dir

Q. Justa moment, I promise I am moving on to another area but can I just ask you fo deal with
one other aspect, please, Mr Page. Up until the time when Mr Cartwright removed £160,000 in
sterling from your office, it appears from the paperwork — I use the term neutrally — that your office
‘was balancing perfectly apart from the exceptional week when Mr Davis came in and found the
office in a mess.

A,  When the auditors came in, sir.

Q.  Yes. Apart from that it seems from the discrepancy schedule that we have been looking at
that your office, week after week, was balancing perfectly.

A, The best I could, sir, yes -

Q. It'sbecause -

A, Canl-Tm sorry, sir,

Q

Mo, forgive me; { interrupted you. You carry on. I would say when you say “perfectly” that

IS,
{’f(} *
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Al raeans 2 nil balance?

Q.
Al

B . And after My Cavtwright’s visit, every week there has to be an adjnstment.
A, Mo, sir, bevauwse if you look, just after there’s nil and il

. 1 am rightly corrected. Thave already put my case 1o vou about weeks 20 and 210 1 suggest
that you were testing the water 1o see whether shifting the false entries from sterling on hand o

¢ forsign sxchange on hand was going to be picked up — we will not go over that geound again.

I

4 stock, which is yours, it is not thess,

&%

-
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A
. Did you give anybody who came in, our friend Joe Public, anything at less than the value
which the Post Office said it should be sold at?
A.  No, sir.

B 0, sy

A crude, obvious example being that you do not sell a 27 pence stamp for 267

Q
A.  Thatis correct, sir,
Q

But perhaps more relevantly, b

A, That is correct, sir.
Q.
ni A
Q.
A,
Q.
E A, I you say so, sir, yes.
Q.
A
¥ Q
A,
Q.
G

A, Stamps, utility bills, pay all your utility bills at the Post Office; foreign currency, purchasing

H| foreign currency; pushing E111s, travel insurance.
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& So, if 1 had vome tnto you and ssid, “T want some ravel instrance” there would be a prive that
would be set down?
A, That is covrect, sir.
€. Bay, £30, depends on where you are going and for how long, § suppose?
A, Where vou are going, how long, how old you are, siv, yes.
. Butit would be laid down somewhere what the price would be for the country?
A, Thatis corvest, sir, yes,
Q. Forthe leogth of the trip, for the nuwmber of Taily members?
&, That is correct, sir, you
0. And then youwweunld look iup or your staff would?
That iz correct,
Q. And ifthe book sald £30, how much would vou charge?
A, it said £30, six, i would he £30,
Q. What i1 said to you, "0y, Fdon™t ke that, Mr Page. | faney paying you £4877
A, Toouldn’t give them at 48, sle.
Q. Why not?

>

Because it says £30 in the book,
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Mo, sir.

g a profit for the Post Office?

ght ] had authority, sir.
answer the question?

———

s the operations manual say anything about figing your own rates being

oo 0 p

A
Q. Do you agree that within the Post Office there are a very large number of different outleis?
A, Yes, sir

Q

The figure we have been given, I think, and we will not quibble about the exact number, I
hope, iz about 17,500 in the country?

A, 1think there’s a lot less than now, sir, yes.

fHice is there not?

Q. Well, you get data through every week, do you not? You get your weekly newsletter and there

is always something changing, is there not?

orrect, sir,

6N
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Q. The whole point about the operations manual is that i you are In any doubt as to what is

proper, a8 fo what you should do, you can look 3 up, can you not?

B
A, Yes, sin
Q. And if you look i up in the manual it tells you exactly what to do if g customer wants more
than £3,000 of currency, does it pot?

C

A, Yes, siv

Q. And it gives you the number and tells you when it s In dperation?

That 1 corrssd, sir

& Saturday it actually comes throngh in printed forrn on {

MR IOHEN: Your hooour, can [ meke # clear, o osse U am ascoused of be 1 hope
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know that there are others, and I know that they have all been produced. This happens to be the

only one before the jury at the moment.

But every week is what I mean.

That iz correet.

Sa, this would be a weekly event, the Ssturday one?
Yes, sir, it would be.

It would come on Fridays?

Yes, sir.

‘MR JOHN: I am going to get the highlighter out here and others may wish to do so as well because

this may help. What you have just said, Mr Page, is shown by the fax header, is it not? Here we
can see that this particular rate sheet was faxed out on 3 January, top left?

A, Just before three o’ clock, yes.

Q.  Just before three o’clock from FRCS, their fax number given, and you accept, [ think, that this
was one of the sheets that was seized from your office by the police?

A, Itmay be, sir. Idon’t know if this individual one was, no.

Q. 1know that you were not there, but this was one of them. 8o, we will take this example

because it is in front of us and without troubling with the details we can see that

A.  Yes, sir

Q.  And the ones for which First Rate choose to publish

oS
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&1 A Ves, the French frane and Cerman mark only for buying in, sir, T think, beeause they no longer
sxisted,
. Exactly, in fact if we Inok to the loff, as vou have rightly pointed this out, ¥ says, “Not

applicable” does it not, because nobody was selling thern at that time but what we need to home in

B

on iz the surps, is 1 not, Mr Pags?

A, Yes.

. And what we see thers, if we look st the far left-hand colunus, we have euros sud euro 5K
<

plug and the sell rate for euros af the standard rale,
A, That is correct, sir, ves.

Q. AndifT had come into your office and had been dealt with, let roe suggest by Mrs Batey or
B Mrs Rogerson or any of your elerks, and said, “T would lke £7,000 worth of euros on Saturday 4
Januwary” she would have looked at that sheet, would she not?

A, Yes, sin

(. And she would have sald, 1 can do a betler rate than 14753

A Yes, gir

And we can look st others I due courser i we have 1o but would you sceept, Mr Page, Gwt a

a0

w| difference, the preferential rate, the difference between the standard and th

There is no rate shown for 10,000 plus or 20,000 plus and the

Hi evidence iz that it is the same rate whatever I is over 5,000 and you were routinely giving rales
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A} which were massively more preferential than this, were you not?
A, That is porrect, sir, yes.

Q. ‘When you first took over the franchise at Rugeley, Mr Page, was there a degree of negotiation

B that had to be gone through?
A. Negotiation, six?
Q. Well, you had to talk it through with somebody on the busivess side of the Post Office?
Ao had a business plan, sir, yes.

C

Q. Yes, and you gave us a name, did you not, yesterday, €

p| upon this new venture?
A.  Me and my ex-wife sir, yes.

Q. You and the first Mrs Page, ves. Iy

SR S S -

§

00
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&1 Al

A, Wo, sir, not with me, no,

Q. Do vounot have s copy of #7

A, 1ray have, siy, but sot on me, po.
3. Do your solicitors bhave a copy?

A, They may have, sir, ves,

3. So, we can take it, can we, that somebody in your legal team has a copy of this lease?

MR COOPER: Your bonour, my learned fiend is playing a fow games heve. He knows that he
should not ask that question, it is appropriate, your honowr will lof #f continne but iz nota
metter for this witness to be asked questions such as fhis,

JUDGE WOOD Boaey be sppropriate for the jury to go out but [ bope not. Obvicusly, there
wotld be no question of the witness being reguired to suswer gbout Insbructions given to solicitors,
wi butabout the existence of a document, T do not regard that as privilege unless you want to take the
point further.

MR COOPER: No, vour honowvr, [ am just anxions that my leamned fidend does not ask questions
which do breach a legal professional privilege and perhaps T2 just siroply putting a marker down
&=
there,

JUDGE WOOD: Dwill be very sitentive to i, My Cooper. We will ask the jury o retire i we need
.

Hi MR JOHN: Iabways note Mr Cooper’s markers, and 1 do koow about legal professional privilege.
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JUDGE WOOD: There are often arguments about it and that is why I shall be very careful and Iam
sure that you will be.

MR JOHN: And Ishell too. T am out of live I know that it would not be the first time this wesk.
JUDGE WOOD: Well, let us get on with it.

MR JOHN: Iam not playing games, Mr Page. Now, when did you last see a copy of your lease
upon which a number of the Crown witnesses have been cross-examined?

A.  Ihad anew lease — I had an original lease in 1997 and then I bad a new one — I think it was
the middle of 2002, which took a while 1o be negotiated.

£2.  Letme cut this short and if my friend says that this is a breach of privilege, he will be on his
feet and we will argue it. Do you bave any objection to a copy of that lease being produced to the
jury?

MR COOPER: That is a matter, your honour, for the defence as conducted by Mr Page if they
think that it is relevant and of assistance to consider. It is not a matter ~ Let me put it this way, your
honour. When I have asked Mr Patel questions about how the prosecution put their case, my
learned friend was on his feet like a whippet, as it were, telling me that it is not for Mr Patel to say
how he puts his case; it is for the prosecution. Your honour, 1 take the same point.

JUDGE WOOD: Yes.

MR JOHM: Tam not asking the witpess how he puts his case. | sm asking whether he has any
abjection to his lease with his signature on it being produced to the jury. If he does, let him say so.
JUDGE WOOD: 1 think that it probably is right for the jury fo go out at this stage. I am sorry 1o

break off the afternoon when we only have three quarters of an hour to go, but I think we should.

(Discussion in the absence of the jury)

{The jury returned into cowrt)
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things. The first is o do with that lease, if you remember, the first lease of the Post Office when Mr
Johm was interested o find o, frst of sll, what is date was and whether i made a specific
provision or not for the bureau. We have checked, and L have lesmt, that as it happens, the defence
do not have a copy of that lease. My Cooper has been working on the basis of instructions ss to
what the restricions wers in i but has not actually got copy so that guestion cannot be answerad in
detail at all. Mr Cooper quite rightly asks me to make the point that when there sre leases prepared
the fandlord hay 8 copy as well as the tenant, and the landlord, of sourse, ia the Post Office, so he
says, if the prosecution want to make a potut sbout this they cun produce the lease and should do.
You may have heard some witnesses being asked aboit thiv lease and the details of it, and they
referved o the business wnit. All that Tam going to say is that one can perhaps accept that if there
are over 1,000 Post Dffices, to get the 1997 versdon of the lease of a former tenant of & sub-post
office and pet # to the Waterfiont Courts might not be quite a8 easy as one neight hope. It could be
nest that easy. I do not think we are going to soe the leuse and T do not think that, frankly, #t is going

o affect vour decision in the case very much s j wore than just explain the

One last podnt i thiz. You may remember that Mr Jobn was asking some guestions of the

witness about when Mr GRO ieame, produced s cheque, ook away some currency and then

MR JOHM: Yes, covtaiuly. May 1 venture 1o correct ons thing in relation to the lease. There are

I Post (ifice; ther
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MR JOHN: If we can get hold of it we will, but I do not bold out any more hope than your honow
does.

JUDGE WOOD: No, and please do not think that this fudge would mind if a fairly cursory aitempt
is made to produce it. ¥ is not central o the case.

MR JOHN: Thank you very much. (to the witness) Through you, Mr Page, can ] attempt to correct

one matter. You agreed with me when we were focking at th gat, that it must bave

been you dealing with Mri  GRO iparticularly on

morning.

d you ever in fact deal in terms of sales with other members of his

family? i’ - "{;?,.V @{f"\ff s%f«;gfi%' e gt ;f;f,??f,»};% 7% /21‘? ff?:gif“}./ff L
Y Yt e Hn f’éw/ W 7 fﬁ‘»{}
A, No, sir, but usually at that time it would have been myself who would have been in, sir.
.  But the issue, really, is this. It may be that it is a straw in the wind, if I can be forgiven to that
very Hmited extent. You are not able to help us by saying that that was not MI“GROI7
A.  No,sir,
Q. Allright. Let me take two other examples which may not give rise to that problem. We are
all back to the same point, Mr Page, transacting with My GRO; on the moming of one day
and far from him coming in two days later, the currency being sold on the same day.
A, Yes.
Q. Are you comnfortable there, Mr Page?
A.  Yes, Pm just looking at the —
O,

\i\‘
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vou have told us that the normal practice was that he would ring up, you would tell him how many
euros vou had; vou would put i through the money changer and he would come in a day or two

inter. Al right, just so that we have the context?

A, Yes

A, Ves, sl

Q. Beoause the clock is back all the thme, is it not, throughout this -

A, Ves, unless itz back in the sunvmer and I would be the normal time then, sir.

Q. Nothing way turn on it but there we are. It is “earlyish” in the morning depending on what

time you ave used to getting up.

Cloreect?

MR FOHN: Exactly, vour honowr, thank vou very much, While we are at i, in fact, we can ook at

the very next Hne because there is an sgme thne of daven

A Yeg, gl

Q. Now, if keeping that open we could go o the sch

that is at page b

A, Yes, gy

soudd have been you at that time in the morning, wou

2

g ey
e
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A, Yes, gir.

. So, keyed into the money chang 00 euros sold at New Street the

same day, credited to his bank account and the amount credited
under £4,000 profit within the day. Would that appear to be right?
A, Yes, sir,

. Letus look at one more example, please, and then we will put that issuve to bed. Itis7

October, the same page, 988, at 8.32 in the morning, a larger sum, 236,000 euros

A. Excuse me, si

Q. Iam sorry, did I say October? Nove ber I meant to say: My fault. 7 November, we

0 euros, rale

2 in the morning, ; stexling amount paid to you £137,559 odd.
Correct?

A.  Yes, sir.

Q.  Again, from the timing is that in all probability a transaction that you yourself conducted?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Very unlikely to have been anybody else, is it not?

A, No, sir.

Are you agreeing or disagreeing with me?

| arn agreeing with you.

Q. ¥fwe turn over in the other schedule to page 1

November, so the following day,

s exchanged again at New Street and credited to Mr

A.  Yes, sir,

Q. The next day?

A, Thatis correct, You
Q. Yes,
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AL A Which iz

You are quite right; fhis is the next day. ¥

Axe you sure?

> oo »

Yoy, v,

D pperating.

A, Hhe comes in, sin, vos,

. He left vou a bit for the costomers who wers going on holiday

beon oy 1o anxlous to take sverything that you had, would he not?

E .
That is correst.
You can put that to one side now and T hops for today. ¥
¥ euros he bought Sorm
orrect.
G




G
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A.  Yes, sir.

Q.
A, Yes, siv.

(3. Because although in the early days we have heard you were dealing with Irish punts and Duich
gilders ~

A, That is correct, sir, ves.

Q.

dollars?

A, Yes.

Q. And the rest of th

A.  That is correct, sir.

O P L » O »

You see, you said nothing in your interviews about

ica or South America, did you

ntioned that he was saying something about South Americ
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MR JOHM: 1 am wrong, I am sure it will be correcied in re-examination but when you say, My

Page, and this is where | propose to leave it in a moment or two i1 srn permitted to, that you never

A, That iz correst, iy, ves.

i figst come to your knowledge, or when did you first come 1o believe that for much

o ave conceed a wan was diiving him to your office in the BMW in the

it

g2 O
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A.  Yes, siv

Q.

POL00067005
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Just one question on this issue and then with his Honour’s leave I will pause because I am

moving on to something completely different.

A, No, 1didn’t know that,

Q.

I don’t think we even had a tab one but right at the front of the interview file - the jury may

have one but no one haz given me 4 tab one; never muin

A =

Yes.

. not mine. Where do they come from?

oreign currency.
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. Np doubt the tape cam be checked over the weekend but I suggest to vou that what you are

had what you described

make to you is thet you

JUDGE WO Yes, i would, Thank you, Mr Page. ©have to give youthe same cantion ag 1
have done, §ihink when we have broken befors. Members of the jury, we will resume on B

I nearly said “tomorrew” — at the vsuad tme at halfpast 10, T am not suve if anyons has mansged o
type out for us the dates when we are pot sitting, but I would be grateful i we could get that done
for vou. It looks as i you sre going to get that on Monday. T do oot suggest you wall for it now,
Thank you very much, menmbers of the jury,

ME JOHM: Youw hopour, may I say on behalf of all of ug that there i3 not s problerm with half past
ten on Monday, We nnderstood at one stage that thers might be.

JUDGE WOOLE No, the problem iz, I think, the following Monday, the 11% 1 heliovs that i3 right.

Thank vou. 1 will rise now,




