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Dear Mr Arbuthnot
_ Re:Horizon Computer System
~ Thank you for your letter of 12 January, received here on 13 January.

- We have been in correspondence with the Post Office about this for some time
- seeking more information and clarification on a number of points. S
~ The Commission has the power (S17, Criminal Appeals Act, 1995) to require all
_ Public bodies to preserve and make available to us any documentation which
- we think relevant to enquiries that we wish to make on behalf of applicants tous =~
- who claim to be victims of a miscarriage of justice. We have made a Section 17

| reauestto the Post Offce and are awaiting ther esponse.

- Inthis connection can | draw your attention to a matter which has beena
~ concern to the Commission for some time. Our Section 17 powers cover public
 bodies but do not extend to private organisations. The position is otherwise in
~ Scotland where our sister organisation has had powers to make requeststo
- both public and private bodies since its inception. The transfer of an increasing
- number of bodies from the public to the private sector since we were set up has
- meant that our powers are no longer as far reaching as they were when
- Parliament legislated. Examples of former public bodies now in the private
e sacts:}fiiﬁctaﬁe‘fﬁmﬁfmfaﬁmcmyicarehc:émasf,, the Forensic Science Service,
~ significant parts of the Health Service and, latterly, significant parts of the
~ Probation Service. Hitherto most private bodies have been receptiveto
- requests from ourselves to provide material voluntarily but we are noticing
~_ increasing reluctance to do so because of concerns these organisations have

 with respect to data protection legislation.

- Both the previous Labour administration and the current coalition have said that

- they agree that our powers %hmﬁd}zﬁw be extended to gévetiiheprivate sector
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