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- Anyone who has been convicted by the courts in England, Wales and Norther lreland o ENGaN
~ can appeal to this Commission against their conviction or sentence. Normally we ‘

S ‘éannqt‘céﬁéiﬁér;aﬂ%@f;ﬁﬁaﬁéﬁ:aﬂi&sgffﬁaafﬁfﬁicénthéséxhag&te\dt&%& other avenues S
~ of appeal to the criminal courts. However, even where they have not done so we can

- consider applications in, “exceptional Cit;:&;mstames’;;f‘ax@epﬁgnai circumstances’ :

~ include, but are most certainly not limited to, conviction by those who have pleaded = :

:gui;tymtnesmag%swaies@uﬁs:aathem is no route to have such convictions overturned

~ other than by way of appeal to this Commissi and applications by those who believe :
there is no possibility of having their application overturned other than by an S

~ investigation by this Commission using its statutory powers. An example of this latter
~ would be an application from scmemhéwhé‘be!iew:e‘ef?thaf&mgstta‘ntainfarmaﬁfmwaﬁ_= SR

~ withheld from them during the course of their prosecution which they cannot obtain by 3
- themselves but can only be obtained by this Commission exercising its statutory SN

 There s no charge to apply to the Commission or for the use of the Commission's
. services. If an applicant is legally represented then we would, encourage the applicant =~
~ to come via their legal representative. But there is no requirement for this to happen :

_and in fact the majority of those applying to us are not legally represented. | enclose
 with this letter a number of our ‘Easy Read' forms. As you can see theseare
 designed to make the process of applying to us as straightforward as possible.
The Commission deals exclusively with crimi \al cases and has no role in civil R
 proceedings. Nevertheless, if you or your colleague MPs have information about

separate or parallel civil cases it would be helpful to have as much detail as youcan

~ supply on these as there is often an important r@ajﬂwmmﬁs}:@mﬁm;c%viif‘ahd criminal
proceedings. For example nformation disclosed in civil proceedings canbeof -
 considerable relevance in criminal tdals. L e SN

~ The Commission is an investigative body with considerable investigate powers. We :
" can require any public body to preserve and make available to us any material which
~they hold and which we think may be relevant to our enquiries. Around half of our staff
- are lawyers while others have backgrounds as former police officers, experts N ERn L
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- The independent public body which investigates pa




: necessary ‘we can in “‘tmct -thapnﬁaet
. mder ouf supaamamn :

= grasmmom

S ‘iehvma@ we csann
= mvez«mgata tmm sa i

;fback to the maﬂ:s; Howe

o msu%’c in fm mnmtmn bmﬁg quashﬁd
= ~: = Mtbmgﬁ we am Qﬁé@f ue;—y cmns;éﬁrabie resource | U
~ thatwe dorecei e a number of applications, ! mmnd‘to k Sally

ik :;:g . "i am s&ndmg a capsy of this iettar to yﬂur mﬂea
L hﬁng it to ﬂm aﬁemmn af‘myﬁtmr N‘h’i’ wm yméthmk gﬁwﬁ see ﬂ:

‘Rucham Fea%er S

- f{w&nm aﬁa soon

o i?ij:[f the Cammw&on d&(ﬁd&b m rafar‘a caae bac::k tat?xe wuﬁﬁ %beﬂ the Q@uﬁs muai

JARB0000110
JARB0000110

~ reconsider it. The test we wpiyim"dsmﬁmgmma{mg to mfep a ga% ;s &nwm aa the e
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. : A plea mf guﬁty at tn is ﬂoi a baf te appsymg ta us or ‘Eﬂ ﬁ% casa i;emg rewnsmared

by the courts. On the contrary we have referred a number of cases recently where

= _defendants ‘had been wrongly advised to g}ead guilty and whare, as aresult of our

o referrals, the oully fi*%aa has been set aside an ‘wnvtdmnﬁ have men q ::»"‘:‘md
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