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Q 1.30pm 

Mary Creagh > 

(Wakefield) (Lab) 

I beg to move, 

t h or ohio House has considered the First Report of the Environmental Audit Committee, Soil Health, HC 180, and the Government 

resporasm , Hi 650. 

May ! soy what . pleasure it is to he here with you todae- Mr Bore, to ca sc uss the vital issue of the nation's roil health? I bo4iere this is 

the first time that the Uif P_ rho meat Ii us eve discus_ed the health ;3f our soita wh eh ,S a vito part of tl: a nr .io "s t .o._ sums„

wan=ly rveicorno th ; M= ulster to her post— I k no: =en: wi ,l have a good _siscus: on :oc oy--oad our h on. = r ie ad the I...r..her for York

Cent=ral ("tacFwa _ M .sk it), who is the Labour Front-3en n s oh spersan or. this issue. I am carat lulto Mr. Suer:,  and to the Horse 

for this f.st ever de:,at , which is on the iLuvironriental 'xuai t C anlraitt .e R; report into so health. 

I begin h. th snking my Committee colteaguer to: their mark , . oil tire at her -̀ion. Members 00 ruse the eaeewha ha .JO 0 ion 

stand no  ntf;>r€ ed miter-.; in orotecti ig .ihe environmeriA. One o Cle - rs. fi ndings u.. .lu rrepart is. Ll:: t suits as ainn0.relic. 

envirornor eiatral issue,  It is u0 ia_rth, sr bsae'ct, i' is ::at oLe.. r Li he muter,  and . receives .a lur less attention atho .i r pollution, war. or 

qua Lity . oh ohm: ate change. Yet whet erove ova Ike t or ncr't, Society ie:.e ;ore Hen lone so:. I. gar t:he food tnoat vie gat, far -to:aa 

prevention a 'ici tor etoricg carbon. The uK-s soils are only y Olom iU 000 years oAd, wh. ioh i5 a:re at th.e tcascii oati ,g i ct. ws' learnt as 

we went Iii r`,ug our inquiry Soil pr_ food + i. 
P d p - ~ it . .a a~~ U. ,o ,f the u rrta: ao ,rc ut _for re ;rttr~ r a :o i . rf ur, nh rsr ;n perhaps s._.afE frari 

trees, oitbou.gh trees grow' in soil as well—so if soils eta ` pnine down, l.Human. life, will follLaw soon otter. 

The ?orr'irr aunt 'nythey;niantour soil Eer I:: ,tF air rotri , rrrc d ,; . a;l is it found noeviilnnncethatth,y or. patio: Si n ps7<rr 

the 1001r0_ss to make that happen. Althoracoh fa_,;.t{ry . .it e as cork to ol in rho i$r r rt uhuinet cLimate _h upe, degraae r ,r  it: 'r_:i :n the 

environment and con, oven contribute to ctrir ,L, :liuruye icy :a-nitting carbon iota the atmosphere, so it is vital that robust 

mecho n i .E,,.; are put in ;atacs to promote e a l rUrA;lr .cud rev....;;, soil degrodu . ion. We welcome a ve n 0 . . St's asp: ru (i.al for UK 

soils to Lv u:uu00ac cuoluinuLlu, Lvi mu n a L ambitious targets, effective policy and strong enforcement mechanisms to make sure 

Churl happens, a rs.;ii did na'Lo.ve that action.
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Let r =e t. r r f first _u fie -exr eiU',s i `s_if, of o `'aIr-.iu i.d sane . , €s  o o6Litel v'al I~ uvr a, i t rc   a s __ arc'. "ac n oL iLi", tlu~t 

uses , ti'e ytl trip vel':. I of 'ic  P ei ! is rd, rather than taking more Land from our beloved ire nE ali ~r~ h ,-n, as

as euust;iuency Mfrs, is a tleel t''{ e it.-ave=r siat issue. 

A kC ` r P .,1 urn was the t  ti ,i? J,O`irl hc': P e'., C=i i ft' uit are curl laminated with toxins, includi , ?, , It :,~ 1, tar, 

ask. t . si + eudioactive sub s; i"t ".,. f its t. rs, rai .A t,=d rLs _ : r,rr I,e a iarrbtic health risk, and can eves uppties. 

TI t:aitt niitirstion is the res -sa;.h cis tY ii "u un'' t '1 Sri t)u ii .,i'„ ilk infer €r isle 

~czuk Th , t i- ' t. ors irr , r ;eitr ,e ; hiu i ? . Ire ,.~~. ;' _r ui _~~, . c ru: iy -,ulI, Vii i ri .€i J .€,e• , ti € i:iii- g 

sys,.r ° I, . ., P till. ,.13tGk , i. I P'udl'AAt t;? o'id s .u.:hinr .i IL A aufI ; i' r ' i'-t iaa iLk .'All 4t „w ;~Jeiis—

wiLlS=4',c it `iC '' i~ i C~i 0~@ t, ThOLI i, tJi"r,.'fn t i t 4 -1+1 = _ps. ~ fatty„ a ~u°~ao ~lyn-~pi_p,irr,~ . u;,tur.,~

{nta f i.. arNLopme"it f.sgan. I a re expa ii' rs'tlr r,i iric'iti z.e`rilit' 's r cab, t.,r l till, tai'rI 

In areas where land values are low, wi rise the lricai authority owns the land or where ri jir .i, „ eacbpers have trailed to clean up before 

constiru .boil, counc U ..P r;story ditty to ,t^r I'tirt 2A of the En i zlriment:;i E°i„ri , £iE?il - rst 1995 t a iaean up contaminated 

Land. However. LI have vii _h ...i r t xsl. . _t s ;cl it ;r ing, wlr  i1. ;

Let me give an example frr;-n vi 'Pa fieid of a housing estate in Ossett. it was built in tie r7` ,a inky' n rk . q rr,en 

enviruns anL,ll ii,;.rt ;an r r ,irl te_, r rlu-nt °hr d ..re ._r3d: v ki 2t tv, else c u r  t,1i  tI , t : ian r e_ bs,c4 r _rd 

were cot ;nr,,irtc er or re,toc, le  arst tir an tt - I t ; f, ,..hi,,.i    tr,.

wai l "4 , n -:ca'; rem iI t , 1 , . W ,  t , i'~,~°" d 1 r, O1 Ir" "AF,j tl .Ir in 2t ;;t@t_I tE , nrf r ar•y'Efiat ,. in ,C[`l. `v V'e ,x f€-  SI null 

ser"rEteri or tE, ,,~ . 3E,r~. , 't~ 1 , 11 ih-. D" m `r, t 1 ,r _ srri nrii eat, F .,r! :,nr E c , t ,ni, rorF , ' Pru-rd ,.rn its e r Mean up 

the traxie mess. 

Hoe er, our inquir,'h:arichut.tl -cittcth cc)it_lq-rnt to iyt!ndi rea lo_ I u -its'ab t acl 'et.e;ara cm. ft

meois I t `dt sites such as - nd &iii. Pa e ir, Gr inriol : fir, .o , ll, tipt m'-our': i - k ,ti S.riutfh a d IcC-,rn~wtcl-_ Av_nt'r. in dt bota_ in 

will . -a It- -t I;^t te !. I-!any councils simpsir i r T;t r :rue the resourcesta Irue riq ite C . nu ..d :ite,,, and we F -a #that councils 

woul_ P, re; icI ve -tictr_!te a site —a  I  mc!inq that. they couk nc:, secure f .1 atian 

The i.,'j ro_a Li"i lC.vi C'IUt _01 `o  t lef- UE' Ut atiE _ti, d>liti -.,Ili',ul `@tir l'1 'C_ pJl il .~ ➢c'. fCi'i., P i "r>a tt_ IJ';

clear t:i,r rc.igie _i V ° tl.i=, U- iin rip „q tie talc, e sac it'  = r i` ais ' S . arfz- pr Il ,irr ,utn ^UL ' <xucerh

ins rit r I s. There is o risk r,f r.a r~. nt fiat: of >e:l ,g moi l, rsnd it1 some cases Li e' .ru,e.: :,et- 6i it Viclrr on tilt -s, ;u the' . IS no 

day 150 to purSUC, The C= t `Iu=.. I ,tt h='Od _641 OCt a'Se5Sr14 lit t liUt 'VVC iCk ',? :;,e'tm{ Sgil tit' iy l tit; Y-hfiis! - r V ur)t5 

to CC'i`r'ek . 6r'-.'.-- )n i ie via <it  i.' "lit c+~;Jit tr , L' ;t 13: iS iro g t,., s tate, a •"s ''rive, th it t'{Jn, 'irli 'at` -)n rail file 

odor -ssr,i e ev :Ciuv si ,ape, - t. t_rai t  r -de'ice pu:>ti_ cc l)y iy ee rro "i E-c =fire,, 2  Iiu_js c' e ` Ieir 

DEFI-A Nr niso_er,  oi,i dd r-k,:dLe,, e ir j lb  Erie f sv rn„iei?v n-vei intend rd t fie r giveriu_. su:k,pa _ gI ant 1a ~.,mike me fAk  df .hiLai 

gran` fur:ding. 

The Government have cut €17 million of funding since 2009-10, leaving just half a million pounds, with the funding essentially being 

phcs d rt Ili a Ev T, iL-i_ gal Arai, our°_yrcr,il , ii a ic._ ._ s sl,i,r,it ypr c., r,ii1~ r'turr:.r.t  of ~rl... ' c eanirrg Lip 

contomie,eited sitL, i a-rui t€Ir.I i 'ir - e_-iw_s IIUVI h i I cii!II U'-iie;r pedal ii iii. jpe'sting thatthe rer-riete 

sup g'rsrL eant hu. "a -el'/ ia:. v 'e xs _ Lu 'ieet council. L'a1ut_I praa. uiI U- Lit J r a,:,rt. 2A. 

Revenue support grant—the clue is in the name, is it not? it is there to help councils with their revenue needs, not these sorts of big 

capitol F r 't1`„ Some cmi i US foe i  F " I)i .ci'SC prnr i ', 1rG fl'i C'untaminated Slt,•, ttre Coping Lint the rnnst " is budge -1

We %'`i. I. i' :.C[[t , . - n ht',ft +'l ' i z ti. ' ,. i i t .''.I °r''Je believe it iS - , t, 4t€l tri „ r "r rill ii ,I -3dieate fir's I irt,y? 

strcom to des' a}i t ~t , - r ;i°sue'., (;q, P` ; l'4 "Gs1E },: I I't 1, , I .Ci ,ci t it9 have a ti_ , r, + -I- - I da 'iiJ(J `3 tL 4 ,~ to i l it

she  be sex ca rI c, I+•,'icl ,r i i; tsr_ i., t-, s,.ir-rne—arour'I - i . ; rti i[lion in todi.,

iwci-=rcCi ti erne=-ire ,-=rrt'ti r4C2Inc - ti p.ibli;rit. isnofoi,rre r, rir,h i-h -FF zta,nr theDepor6.rne.tfl on~ ~ain 1 I I_t:;c.fi 

Govern -nt in  I rtr;es, r rrlri,-ri~ rvi ' , t.r .n ittarnirl i r- ,tul?,4 iP is in tl = h• inf 'rr Hats! OI el &I al ,,,M c  :hr, fir E , afi 

Local plo tn, ri :, @tl rriti-s r,,-a ,t I, --Cirisn r Cr -,ns- 'sa nr h r ,nc n i°n'.= n c,rl <I€c+r lnf,;Trent r, i ,pr - rs ,s rel".,ent 

for slit i 1r td  tl rdr,t, i.' rni> it id in:::.'ri hF' =i€f= tr +.p i,,< al `'iii: rvt- l , l -:aB c , •' nn fie fr, r; ail r~gj that 

site ,,, is., , r i . , uI'r pli;. rr0f  ~ipvr lnp i-rrt ( i! ~is. l ,i, t ierr,rni,' t' - r €~-F ;~,, .Irri.;L 

quf8l.-y CiE (" p1C; r'E ., , `r ill r^ i r i"1.t" 
+" ~, 

17 t+zicl u(i 0 i)r sr+E , r i  t._'lpr' F, r ,:: rl  f. .€td C, ri,  r . t t-r=ti i tt t"  ':t -' nti irll jr rr,

t118 I11dE.i,r Pt 1r rii : Er 3r @'Gtr ; cRld accalintable role' (?f k lW 1,i't7i'it it ,  Tit , !` it i`= trip, q Ci- Ci F

on local atrhtonrir r ."erre.diate contaminated tore n"h ci I nrrgtlo i f}I .rlir ,i •i id irit -- - L  n' v @mac i t r'ire rrU , „irp rl r7€ 

reduce their abil r ;ct  f ,r+ior~ly. 
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Let nae turn to s it < gr=ad. ricr , p ut €nra ci ru ~'Arlr-,Ae - ir c e i ;1u t` s inqu y r :at so ! s nr °ssi ,e rr atu=ai 

co ft  c ip e .ii St. rat_ s stc 1. ~'le ~::a a .c=tc .opt 0  _U o ot ,.ctr -at un ,er-aai t it'-iae..ai acc~jnc us i6. jptunn3 

and st:oi ag gar aIi ill ii !Pr'_, It yto ~stlire _ti=met .is °rmF h r_,Irb-gin the c, ins sphere_ ai du --+. .nt a t str, /tl ere I .  Ii. c 

arak:'„ s .ils liars- sc ,n _r cv 7e: reed ad -;nq non, d,. ail irr pe t stall earl--n r .v ce thr ,.It ,, s ail c'i g id=aio i i1 °re :.e on,

em or r a, d ctmti ~bu'.es .a c irri ,ac _hcr; t . Each anta c" cc. €acrd rcair ed n su l i'rlp u too -_ or . c. br_rr h dgcts lint sti i.vs 

climate cc harrge. 

At the Paris conference on climate change lost year, the Government pledged to increase soil carbon levels by 0.4% a year. That is a 

gre ge, of i 1, ,i' a = 2r it,,, but the  Man to it that 

pled v'i `Ctf ,u, $ tra- ,Acs Okc P_{: i c, Ms IPiom rU `;Il itcr wlJ ,Vt `l t pl .ii t,ViLhout a r _(U -i l i iIL)n t) IP S;t r..6P' 7 iR ft -ha 

baseiiri, ~, hie iLat Di~i's sa r, ,::, 1, r.st lilt- . ,r';et .r i're t si et is m ., P , ,arbon coi -ent ,a`E ,.~i[ , v'"rrl  lrcr , r lir< .s of 

food, to  ° ,or itii i, ;sa.€ ~,yfad .c,,)1 lit !ti t. iu. ,ui-,e cif our 0. . arc `LVtr, ve ay uiiL 1 it le rd Li loll f in Etr;i PT jlia, 

becomE_ un ru. at s t!: ci irr ,x,;t rr i, letrci

The _sir ( n and decline of l> r r i ' j +rI ;t t r r_ t i,,t ri .i Rcin .., r:,~r~ i iiaiaut 40°/o of .rss ii u:7rboo. The 

Gav+2rri i r twp 4 i„ , in,.J, down r i t ir1 i t t, suci  i , . . w ig_ 

Go t ,L ii i i,;rir_ .aa_to publ 0 --1 i it i i, rrta:.r i ~sri Li . .t jr;~aenhouse gas ft  errs of Low  .,n,i Sri L ib, ii Ll eoiic 

wales , r )d r0 fl i yecr, ¢ 1 ¢r7s` il' :P 'vY"till l o Eri i Y j1itkPi4 l'r 'iledfl gaps i i- Governn e iii E tlt~

accelerate and improve their peat land restorat ori i it i_in~ rtr1. 

The ii a i s;7 n ;_year en' ,,r .!n1  f°.-in_m ,., . are k =rr to N  imir,J art-lint f r:na ti , € ~nis., r ~rir>rrt 3 sra aui~ 

me. s i t  or tis ~ l;r,>iri 'I ~actl„ i~ that r ril: h=.lt, en rnd; r fnrrra Le . (?, -jrod iti,tr hhre rr stir i-k n ti ,a a ra ;̂ r r, ,,r fcsrs rs. 

C); P ii rP 10% -  CO3,5 t'r,1Lin
. 

h'lr - rVttl.iBti, trims. l .1. rtt. it i,a `- Cis n -:r tt41 10 nrloy 

will be spfnt t;r"i mp, n'di"P,i gill h- „th. t `:.Psi r`s p^e, 3?'n~~ trust a majoriti )f In -' v 
 ~. "p v2t! i!l ripland pets;

our report h I r  , c t= `?-rr s::r -1, iar is its the Ic=,.L ,. cY peat areas. Tit ; ;rr hr_itspots, and that is 31L Lie the 

Govern rr nt -;,,h ,1 t =riq a cis rr sri ,rr v

Imontion  the nee oI f;.,r a rrc der ,oi monitoring s; _te t,=.ra a, because soli is'rail. y and dark, we do not tend t s_e i, as 

somimfh . t at a r pt ,tai t t': us .as . ~. E ,os stiwift. Er A' - at not of ,arc er .c1 ,a r^ v,; °s inridequatC, WI. wr,,Ad like the 

Gave=net ent (:a itr i.e:de  is roll lrrc. 1r i on I ran ;:or a = _hc, r vet I ni[ =r t., the or,e ir', wr<le- hc. . w,-, lit -v abi. re, -r lfii .a r.1at 

we iI ::t ca rice, pal _ei.ire of our nariori  Is, )rst;_, c„tic .01 is i r rrn _rS1 ;nei ;af fe, 'sirs_ pc :r ,, he rill e  n. ,ire:{ r rG one. 

With-Lit , r? -rla' of ,oil mr, it,,,Jnc srt e re, we do or  I  to I  r i L kr?, qpI lan , 11 Iii , ;i`P f A+.. i r ijrt-  irp. iJst 

not w rg 1, one ,is vel, in tr it n -at enough. 

A prr lao` alto ur vie Kok-, a ep t the soil sampling carried out in 2007, -which wor€c-1 r ist_+asl ~a. ,u'sta i ye ;r, i imis ae bm Lte~ 

to DL i= I since tae eie-Ise of ca port. Is ti 1v= nia 7. er .iw tttaat and -io- s' s I t <u 1 l C .  11 ant? a 1 *hc . p = posal? 

Corns at ,1 ,,,i=th he .acts t: m :nit ri1 _j a,r ai d v„crtt , qs alit-, t =is i_ ve y s na'_ b , out it is a trie. it p=all arrr- fai :rr vAe_ig 

buiIt'4ng. 'ors r. re - e .-)wnr,ere near equi:' St:i`ur w' 1 ss ate' h drill;er=.sty and air. 

The ;a.,wr. iirrlei that we rotsI r se f i •s-s to monitor soil lk-yilth. That is Erie, f iu r _spa roach may 

pro >li;;s t alai tit, but it I6 rhe,r .i ,optic v 1V'Jrfal  >JE'• ;:r'i'1 unrcfrL= L-.i ,lkti'✓e ~<S iii ) 'fie. i k 7s a 

degr,:cILE _sL 

The Parliamentary tinder=Secretary of State for Environment, Food and RuralAffairs > 

(Dr Therese Coffey) 

Share 

In chemistry. 

Mary Creagh > 

•. Share 

Yes, fire ` Ii ir 'stei lit -, CI k ~,t t e ~ SU- i, s_ sl,.~ v. ll s uaa, al. etc tilt irr .tart ante of reg. es =nt trv. sc arhl ag. to ire i - uhisis 

wool-; ui ,y c.-ji olit; aC tic .ltci tai aPh lautvat .lid ne; it.c cc.; s v itlarr ,ar i, Urban and ruajl! an, , fc,aes- , oriel r os' petc l ,rids, 
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Let rile t=.trn tot e co. s-cr , rpl?an e e ;girrle. fie :ao cr r ,ne--= t, et o li nc is s _.r~ a ;il r y, or r alctte 

agricu to "a or h _Ell is r' .;t =. ttE ;ier' t.; int ,, t 'a n i1 'u t > n tat je ?u ol ,u_ aid 1di bZ.,~U. ? lie 'eta -:n. is (io e 

rules arc -,ac lac sel, ei:'or _.c nr he,, ro 1y' c ,iy to I. es ntsr Further flowage tc; soi:, rc.the eh n e pran stir tivity to ercourage 

the reste,acion „no irrrpro cementail ours=Nils. 

Crucial a1[.r¢ ¢ cs of soil health, such as sorb,. ~, cr;.~r ~,. ld fed rl r,1 rr, nr, a. rut Min *i,c r,i ecirl E,. ~u, u< d there 

is a nia ,v:i rrs-  regime. Two it=ils_, ill ce.tr _ uli,lrl ,r', , cii_ ,~r, ,,r 1:allple c+yr . . , Ili 2)€- tE i, . s ~l , ~ .ered 

bre _riitrw, ,Lrr~¢: it 2 _P rct3r Ih=t s, . -,=r rut ! .tsti

dis J l' e,., uF rc e ile_ cG  i •i,jrls, bath :ar, r ice. =.ur+ E irm„ i f •il l= ra[, __!twirl ei r t ilc a ,u

disc aso there f , , ,hic'  F k  rraurse. It t, in ra i pu.-tvr:, 1e 

Em ri, ,;iin --,.I1L Agency, that sari t I ili l ", o i rer I. ,va ng ,l  , ? i'I-

apprcPr,.iC` irie e a t a  rriJ'v,. ab w r_ial _ wti )ri v rd ror Cu irc. 0a La. `,sill g  ̀_at L, Li tv 

meet thi er i r t'; go . t.:• rlZ, is e r.i:: l _ .St'.sirt r)Id Uy .0 J. 

I turn br •.€1' • rI •s, €, c production a on. W I',.. cr., t lEcit ; , e E"> a„ i , et_i::,n, when no cc = ei nl+ C;Ct y 

also cj~ (-~iL Th;~ k - ~if irist a q Ir.,,,,Ci,,. ~t "The ArcWirrrs , In t -hh ,,.!,srn r. e yt ts, i t `are the _ oc, r,} ciure t rlr_ ace 

of Q 'er, who is evit ri,, it 1 I . h,• _( r to Fa- , ,, a ,! >'ci C 1 €'a.11lt

mo'rr_;3¢ ri p ~¢ Li ,r , ' i, spa 1,dori a u_t ' ~) I~ r ., I c} it ipiovhiri € hi ~ kwr.!. 

Maur; Pr di r;fic• I ;n irlr, ,,,, _ flc .d r it ~,inr , nr,trr. sr 'rz <, r9 r inr . M C e n,. ,CtL h r,t ear hr  €i3  ers of a 

field :ono€ t+ ,- ~~ cc~ tr r~r-.r I :ir r, .: tfrrt, n Mr,.7o a ; a1,. i6 s ,vnr h ,>~,~i , -r, +at, . h is 1 t il, nin-off 

thrtr, ,s scr :i e t ii r + :sn j s ri !re . ^ ,gyp . ,p r sv vrh r' t n r ;i:i it n r , rs : IP ;flt;

tuhi-str`. If tr(t r:? r • ,n. < n c to incenr , ,;e farmers to do that, v., ,ioutd be only too happy to hear r:ia>) it them, we 

need effective regulation of high-risk practices. 

Maize laced for nw,ram aic iic 'on receives a ri lu ?e s rPF:e1 fir= th=mi ,h ` e I".AP 1c'- th_) f :)rri ;ncc !1K o` n r- r mh[e 

ener it ::entivIcs. s )o'_ is c )ur°,ter p ro :i_rctive Ylr<.f he ~ cc itriJut .d to a in:_ree ,e tr,e Ic )d vise_ fS T r2 pr_dL1CJ3 _. T =e 

Gove<nn .,n. r:7n _) r-:Stir )t%le ` ,tb d?` i0r it. "9C!+=ed .4 r c c cr hc.cc Be st -Ck S a' 1a It the ri ht : re_tI0  t iFfail^ 

to pr .'. L ai . eir .i C' ow , orf gil-P .sk spa 's. I ViOUtiI grotc- u 'c t ., Mi iisu- scat out a r S c has alit SaeCa. ,c la ot'...

that oai,e. 

before I fi iisi:, f.. bane, l % .lui ' tiF , to say' cr {•lw °tor fs c'P L"  th ic! ,arrl LS lt, cr to ,icha' I h'-ov , Is .rr store to your heart. 

Mr Peter Bone > 

(in the Chair) 

-4 Share 

;r t , i . ~, F U n h ;a h ir, i h r:>..'e c rs oir anything. 

Mary Ci~rreagh > 

Share 

Excel ear- that is great. I s, utl ra y t ' re;ac 'Fe 'r,, then. 

Sor t ,  7ut,> `o of our envlroni -riLCit ( ; c,Ii.%tic,r.. (., w ]'€'sc.ri:;ed by Brussels, and Lion. Thy E.I ;dean E Agency 

res ri n EuroFrr--on soil health and lucks at how cross-cuts ,  ;,ball' r~ i~je=L,.tes impact o'1 sc.ill manage lurtr_ It is not 

glamour _u_ '. c t}It,C4 our ha rdf ;irt`yt ;lever is—but it is imp' rtc;ia: 'for m,., ¢1 , . 1'~Y ,,, iicl thr_ :K, v;i_i¢I N :O4°. ?~, 'tl'e 

Eurcr)eU ` Lava , LCI[yet L in^ui e .?rc `. Lfy _ 4)20 soil era oil orguli v nrc,tt;_i IS iiv , ec;-»'`I i~ id i e,Yivd a>',°sot is is 

uncir.r:tr;i; UI . ii  " 9 , Inc; uit`iat thc~ o e u,.e i ..h. to r,' e1 our ,. 1 `o to t Lrz ire ail „ie its .ii r~rLI .ui,.,

e Ct u 3u ! to !v i' IF' O C llil' f I . ("' :nt, A a. It t "c: I t<.s IF altI „ JV0H0 C-rt hl ?litll IP t argeto al  en,.utc €i'laa ci; 
ol,_Ion -,lo ttt i , VW ctir pe:.II Envi(onrlft 1 Agcn , r %iLcG 'svcri I LL t i`cC, 

~, t;; u i Lr; ~l ,t , rl I will conclude btr rru = t,Er,t lit i~ _ .c .i~t~lt; ti . . ,=n . o #•-,. F1r its .ir~c., ^ell health wilt damage our 

fo,a I , i y it c~ , Il ,r;e and dar cc= Hli' i' .tri . -i r 1- i s ,rF  .  , <a 4 a n "a 'vi us a unique 

opr ''I r, liz hr,i.,. siI i •,ct . .Lion at the heart of our an il, t, ," l i r.l:cyo > . ino -I ,r.,p , sr r i r kil;ll .r ; , , +; I 'i I :iE , iiurn and 

treatiL  r_,c iI .cosystem in its own right—it is c[ :. vir, w lE_, r~ lc ,L r, r~•;L~so 
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We need a f nine t G , sG-it p al c.° b ~,11 ,n `UEF .N one hr t e art - ne 1 r .„rm - ur Niece a `-? L cU G ts `n t.:, p_ oar€ring. 

We to=e l at~ed `hG the t,c Ve, rrni _c t ,a✓~-e a .nr;rrtc ~y. tk os - issrae., b n .a C U  ioi it a wry nt t o u" e

merat. ait_ne no. 'ii e-I„sited ii ii pfotect crrr s au. : eG Irn Or. o.i re ;.,or to the House, and I took'forwarc! to the debate and to 

the Minister's re poise. 

© 1.50pm 

Rebecca Pow > 

(Taunton Deane) (Con) 

{ 5hore 

I, too, am c ULi .'Ito  serve under your chairmanship, Mr Gone. I am also del €,rod to follow my Car rlm I tee colleague, the hon. 

PI '.~, tk iP'iG F ii ` r:'LiyPf , ti.VI1G SU ataly c iI _f_ h Yl i U6:1: o so l ', 'a Onu 01 tnc i' .Ei, t/Nr2,. ,1,. (pi r,v ;+t.r tU : IU¢r'- t- e 

inq:airy i,/ people it might seem a rather odd . ti' to :i12;ider, but I hoi;e that we are deieius a trvti t ti>, ;uglect soil at 

our t,c €tl r.7, r :Ja be on y aor[ant ;r r s, Mr Bone, ', you might change your rrui ld after hearing t 'hat 

we have to say t1 rnoon and  should all' t've soil a much hit h,'- i prrr'~le. 

The hon. Lady 1 _ Ii ed about soil and so t,r`+rY -i m 1Gto" t I r! i# tralk about soil in the wider tan d . ,,p . I f` r tlaut some rf the ideas 

in our report will ci rc-duatly fi tter into pt .:v, sand I am corfri nl `Anil the Minister is listening to or  of th ws. I am a rardene , I 

gro%,J fir= s r;;n:1 „ , otobies at horn' 117t up on a ors rt f irm_such f t s n°t ,. il t  best—curd I have reported on such 

suh ;ears as ajar v ! r , : o I am Irl'.: .;rd to hi' ,arc;lved in th late. 

Soil iv the stuff ui life. It is as inrpc tc ' asn the w,ae ,+,e dri,• r r=std 'r_he air s,e athe—ti y rare all fe triccnbly lir-ert. W:Uho_rt 

he  11 soils, we cannot p a ors= h =w sip tni:rcrI S  is also an important s U or of cc rlaon, as we I ,r we already heard, 

and 1= ptrU San irnp :I  e, >n f . in 1i?' mt=on lr+';lhs=^ p"1rl i, ('ot our report, man's '7Prrple, even on r..1r Comiinittee, were 

un r of that, Ss, 1"  th erU m. = r,r m r' c11 ,n F ^s f ld ,r t .. r;tmc :sphere, to; E^ part I e -e e.4p - rtty s. cc. nt. ,?nil h tra 

aniir.pe;,;ar:€0t te1  vt,ancErrr, tl-I„ -tnAt,:--rrrclr'pri, th - rn. aer r7-_*dnrin, t h  ,h, .d-tvn tar and sir ,~.,rs 

the flow, so it also provides flood resilience. We heard all those things in our inquiry. 

I am also a noes be`ofthe JeiretF or. •ni't_ee',n =nvU or.rtent, Foot! o=l.t F 0 sff sirs; iuh ;h rtl re!-:,art'd as f roaU cc' Ii are. Soil 

was p1!rgl" "e' n I rep rI 'I t's lt O ell `7n F Inver ;In::  a „'iat.alt C' ofaar C tTC7L`t .1 t_JnL;:,lr Ill'Iell,) tO `fol'l 

woter at `f s w he ia in a o;.r r =ei , nn nict wi, u„ m ".eC he,'V t e ati_-.n. ak. g :,fora cir-e i the hand aro, nt as .,oa..1 I ive a 

cost effe:,t on the euon:.m';°, b aa e it would save us money it le Jid not have tareact to massive flooding. 

sa€:! gut a, sus`, ri 1  the stuff of life.Sott is our Id, lucid, rid it is ,alive—rr iy  a c  lc think sc.i is inert, brit i at, 

The i ur• 1rl ;t°2 .y, i  1 n"c1 ra es1 Soil than the r: hr_ it + r I  i pt -n.wt:. t i..E° r`a Er , I '  i rrurtein 1 h i;iuri b

halal gi • } try 1 set  to 100 invertebrates; and up to 1 km of flnri, fl threads. A square metre of soil can contain 

Li F yeen 30 o 11 300 earthworms, 

The htrr by h uti.i ,`ay ,,Wf  il,E-ant Ur.. n!'i ,.r ri rht t  „ n , ;it e ,r,tt r. ~~Fr has been. U7h tyr th 

not v'. ,^ li i',er as a witness, inst`'U d of just as a me fnher of I e rs, E4 flti'd"  i' r C4!`i . lr t s '''f 9'.I'till kn{1i`t?a ,P ,,; ri , , fk 

threa:is and water filtration. This is a subjenr r.., c.>hich Parlor-t r1t in,r c ,t,lrn. 

Rebecca Pow > 

Share 

thank the hon. Lady sa much for that intervention he ,e' ilk  to many organ sate: ns. I literally love soil. it is a fantastic subject in 

whlor, WC all ne,, d t. get nitre ,ovulveJ. I rS:in CeS:.il Cud eUf"td" t~dri r`rr'fi aS e' - ltue th0t •.i 1c. Ui/'=: w -i1lt` r9U': SLf 11 V V 4:. i1GU.t 

earthworms, because they create the passageways that aerate the s:.` ilo',ry it to brea,=ne nc ae ,ecr thy, ar 1 t1 at lu t taU the 

other creatures to go to and fro doing their jobs. 
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,i,t Lnos. ,r"otu s e i.oi .rn Ir he top -,oif : dot at it,',ue icr'~ t ie fi:,ad foie tro,,i---the e i _, o ire ILi=ik--rret w am ers?al t o":iy 

iL4, of the se srg ni, -ris, a vi+ -h y u be_ er; Li lr It >s t or al, ,..i: a uAe ii e ,et ̀ flui- nu" it, =,u* it is sl,idi sG un , fw in. B he nar.. 

Lad me tic:iec Li Vi i. "' tea s a uli_ tic -- pr pi .,y ; 3ta ,e -uti _nt r ar ;ne{, ei ",viii our the o ar . . if s "il; ct, . i :.v a ,d '.ot

with-,it ° ie arec bt ;a .e : "yet; he ,e : ncF, sari .I t . , ti e r he .)a: us, vi .h _r e or- re "isc i tc tonic 

after oui so: . TI t i rii;gs r":e itea._y 4_ sericr iirg I u." m=e rtaaii ar Die t tr_Us_ i ca l c-awlia , of the al( arty arl rr nt y o p 

on a` cirn't u a: L c - Ae an trees. Anc -a vo, IL  is our r"cst aft ",iv- rse ial itu , b t c 'ly " fo ram "lira. A cis it ai_oc 'L ds 

are I e our rain forests, ai _i Lhey are a wont rli,' rr rocusm of bii do is , , at  :irt ti h~ ,reds v. e I eve to " icl de he

unit each. We shrautd tre, it it alt as one hol"stk_ wi-,z;le. 

The sail and thou a should or aft lc ,t_d _13 .'; aAr_vt ckur 'ati„tii . fi  .Jt . i~r- . i o _i ."c tfut Li;c 

Mini',`, , li ,. r- ng, and her p ",vc, xt :ar" tw ,- tt.rrih!, ii ,zr ,~. . s ::~,- as ,. tr£ ._,. Ztl ~',£ ;r~/r, sr _ 

reasea i ect our soil. 

Dr Therese Coffey > 

I reassure my hon. Friend that I am listening. she came to meet me not long ago for a full half-hour discussion on soil health. 

Rebecca Pow > 

< Share 

I am coming to that. There is a major section in my speech about our meeting, but I that tike  a  ai :nt on to it. 

It is a sod scenario that brings us here today and that caused us to hold our inquiry. Soil is a fi nite and deterii:er icing resource. Soil 

tak,; ,~ ti _i , 'titii; ti'i,i_ tc iii Jt I p ii i  l,~rri, _ I '_ir, r:i c. i.s~i@ e,~sii r.,s~.G, t,.,i iu yeas a fermi, I,i_t " i c rricii,=rit. 

Tops,ri o our vr.zirs ua Sys if ti, ., iriaur,c a .;p . u groe.fi and it is left open to  i, and , is _.aLw Oil 

can evat re. 

According to a UK Government report, the UK is losing 2.2 million tonnes of crucial topsoil each year, which costs the economy some 

£1.2 blurt ru, Q hot is ii,[,.., we m 'e. As we have heard, some calculations say that we hry r only 100 

harvest; left in certain LJ~ el, 'i_,,~r, iJ~ ,' IiS 0[ tLi '-ngland before we cannot grow anything in the soil, a-Jc hn.;re to do 

somF-tt,:.ig to reverse -re, 

I do not want to be completely negative. I applaud the Government in some respects, and I particularly wetcome their progress on 

pre it a i :e~ a ag .+du ir° of he oa ,ard _ -ira. h ve itria,r 1 he ;rd t ire', s i vi .tk hm t fi re . e ;alt. I raso 

apfJl ;, I_l rl d o t '^£,fit ✓, ti`: ralr r H. ';i3 t ; m ri . ,Jlt f _i., o.7l n:ri L7l', ia`r 1(1` i, lac `dvr . nr hl~  ht_d !. I r1 ' ..1`_i "al : nV orclerr 

Whig P, oer, but I urge than ,̂'irist ti, spaei9 ip =`_iYP sra ass. The situr. srl t of ,;ve tr; a,-idress it now tdicin 

thine n l is a to Li  V:aT ..  fl t  J." 

Aswe hr re "ea 7," ie coo nr;+er'" sinned an agree ie a o -ici =as- sr [ c,,,tbc. i l a y ar. I am pe a.,,- c! t"iot thc— is 

on the or.cn :+a, °!hi -h I _, p i
_.ai°vi..r 

fats great, but plea:-e ca:n . ,e I a trc Ti V ., i :nip;'or it it .av we ,ire pL;,'hir., it •ort.,,.iar i? It i

501

It is n& C. l oii at lirr _ti lunge; it is ic.slh ss@routa a  1,  .1i.e tai ,l. k~ate is 

about, cis is the fi rst, e; t a.. i,i15SoiI i i i uJi? that it iv Eilf1 ,k: ,(@ .,, .J i,i i.  k, L an 

eco S u`il, not l.a iiKJ1 k i 0r CJ ,DoV it, A , L, .oE . s ! iIJ. t1_•-C and 'jb -,u+ lL iiL ev lit, ` It , i.bl  a ited 

tha ' I Ii i'C' a.l hn I .  
rig dU`r St: Cin - u d EI"'Ppr ill cj t . s-il. SIP -1 

prof' ,es is `,iii a i ?kC.rLi£. ,a. t:;p.: iLL W1 1u _close u.' 4v£- Uo ail., cI rur Ica .J C: en: .uu'ay_ tI ,i5e ,fI ", it rk 

ti v Ic:ia' at: „_.,sae: an . it- oI ,e i. C t ., ,a d c,` or ' ua_ fir ,,.i~0. is :"ratter to be iri re 5e a He ira I b at ',o 2('= 

years, TI"fat Is qd to i c hrall iu , but vie si:Quid perhaps consider it. 

Icar  now to th, , ,i ur, iri rr rr Pe r . J ' iFaiies. One of our re ,t, r7 main fi ndings nrr: , that we ne a, ed a di r: lit ri , rd , lair. "i=:i-, 

After „Il, !f ie Ct  . .,Ii~rr~  i t w sOil, Iirvini can we tell ii. +aple what thud r,i gI r ,  Flo, a  t? Lor , `ir ,is lid: the way on 

cirilrrt,. . ; i +Liz ~., r  scheme, if,; i,.~i i,, ,vrhattr , i  . Eu:C tie It Uve h le to do on 

Clir ' e;' r_ .0 } iP;..'-- W (P_ _tikSN 0, ., ;it rriC~nit ,E.!7 _ _ :1 =vita' C1Ct Y' 1 E ,. Pte:=-s t. ''d P8 ;:nr: n l~l. , .JliC ..  i .C'i;n on trying 

to get t€ d . a i a t rti ~?~ r. , ,d  ,  alit ,-,; Eriv,riur,tient, Food and R -At nt AHuh s Iul dou rg so. 
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Ian lsr3 deligh_ed lot our a a C i i` aerz in r, Ilr=;, I el` ti , I , a~'aei '~r >1.rl'f: LK .o, o., hu i is Ikeri a yr thk iu =tie.a isa~ shown 

so rrr rr,h nI re : al pct thy? sI t it s r > e ,d'y rie•_ me fc r r lo [ or ht lr t, di.. a -s tt ur ny g tli Prey [ots m le >f tt_e 1 ains on 

her t ns ci — .r t ,l. Li in. e .en, re ,. the n ,u, " na a i nr,lt P ii a U d I €srI  a"u[ ~~rr= tk sr :,~e ;vas 

Lister Li "e tc hear a IlCL c 10t t tiv "ere to .se Je~ r ~ght hr- re ±ono. 

remind vy,; billy, that a royal commi ..io i , . s._,v¢r at,€nee :L 3- ~ iJb ,r = ~~ f„ _ "• ,o recommended umuQuAj•cm , _o we 

has t'EJI C3rl~e ` ,t y trsi l' SEnee then. In t Yip l so " how ~S (ti? i:u uu it it i`Jif kE.,t ti'g i"1i :1 ,SPt`rfte,  

yews, _ ( :i it .s r (Cap _ki ,".„ P ,. ~L 'tPCkn E:~'~-rt . ~tI' in 

the ir NPK, r.. ir~'tu,; tr, „6 nip` riit , yiriy ~_ trfsslr ii 4 i i'~ c i",k:, 1, b iii sal'one,_i. 

WP hn, "'33rD t =f'C, r 'ti'ŝ 7(t.}. r . ke i t "`hli t;E ~nro- ,'y ra \et. '?nr7@r fS":  BSr i i4 ~e . 'tr,a i rior {`,'tt f riing„ ri nd mi ir offh on IS 

already being dct3r . T  . e for Lcolog -ac neme t ir'st . r  , ;ralrr t , .°rich not too much 

funding, so that we Amour soil as O n Ec: osystem r: 3 . Isfik not an@ a ar n lar t ri .r ,e h I . and carbon 

content, rand all the -kl n, 4i` r 3 s-...tr.cihs, nernat, cies, earthwa r c=nd all then i ii Puy i € 9 zcirirr ti r, a at ar :r s r•1,, a, n kind years 

ago—t than theyc,ughaaobe.l tdmakead; fr .€cr ,i iri;ly. 

i do not think that there should be a blame game against farmers. Many of the ,prays that farmers have been forced to farm hove 

be n i. n t _1 b r,t pclir , „? lc .a,. ;t €res T at .;u•, „r r np J ftarri~~ ,; I'r_a,V 7 r the r ii i ;trs , tl ,1 l=to

pro f ?n, i;inU +.1 Eu opeata Corn'± l pt ilcii•s have enc 3t.Itaged t t. in Cllr ass, (Q'.i cA for anci s ai-e Gire;aJy ,aolr j- to e,  i ally :

good ant k. 

One farmer in my constituency, Tom Morris, is a great friend. He's an organic dairy former who has always farmed for the soil. At the 

Balms= iUK ?ar  at X115 ° re- k, 1 1771, o aslant inc; +:h "p r aII e_i [,rd _n E ,lw; rain, who al.a c n o as ie faro -ir, ` o cc mr_"dc a m 

in Cl pMw Hn go= s P d Zvi g worhthc s silos cav inc his good p:"ac4ice to oths ft ms s, ro hci au r been ,o it"ry can Fitt yncy. 

We ou,cl sl,cc rcr,.i cob ot mare `that; I th k at ae vc. [d rs receptive to it. One suggu: tian is tha": pr hms the Agr vutrm.ire 

and Hor etr . ara De relcpr..snr Borxd,theta bu,irr , m=ght re shle to put some emphasis on research into so;l ar alysis, to i sIp build 

up our p' lure. 

More ryte&n COVE a ci ymn a§ U t.Czf a, ✓a  I 1'1'.71 _... U, iia  n_tI ?S, itla ., CisC;v CU -at. C~ ~ ;),S ord ni _ `s@ :1112 

thing's U', 'i s' d oe to t_' I 4rm e u ild ie C...Ct iti iJri :IPtil it, 1 tk^k nii'1r't zC i_G lb d IC}' mI 1 ii* dm i Ci" 17k' {g _cress 

Beiu'fturent p`,rLi uici"ly ..et^;t: DEFRA O I the I -.p".' CrY; ail' to Ran 11E' >S, E'}k ;jy saiCI SE all `~Cf{s ge  _.:_ Lli t s; iert im

our [;.;lea son crops y ,;w lur" e au,.tit-,a,  oc=; e r:•trh> ti a I f at A$, - oy rho en. ro Imrit, tuiae r :er ; sa•"lo.ss 

considerat at sure that the Minister is [istening. 

The o i , n m  a _ G .; a,a d w,ell..1 Gi< ,. .~f d the tic alth of our soil, which links the issue tr n .ri I t .i~:r r I E Er-r11th as well. It is 

imp , k healthy e a;y i;vh  '1 i I'.y n;r:-ans a healti , ,,„+ _1.i .rt. is a no-br or. I am heartened by 

the il .t" ilt3Yt., 3' [ €a (' ae. It is not raSt out, t.:U(t iitl'' ce hi_I _ El -= E..Ci ridan; I rYit..... k i" _it4, PWPI w s EC A about Sall, lil JlL.siing 

fat niF .. r4 iu r , wirraiil .; t (`:arum in Taunton last week on Hood resilience, but the subject of soil and how better to look after it to 

control lb oud .ac, i I =J a 

Soil should not L ": iticy, dirt ,*~ ,. i te,11I d with a final tEm"ciht th t "I 1h' or' 'n# tn ntrr n nih. Rr ,ir^h in Wr !_ll hr r host 

discoaa ed the f .r r  . ; tar" ~, new art n rirr ::-fit. Tl It ,lir~i3,  us at f food for 

t.hc;i giv 1 a tthe C 3 °y1 her srsientifir mine±, will i cruse hr o Important it is. We neglect soil at our peril. 

O 2.06pm 

Simon Danczuk > 

(Rochdale) (Ind) 

share 

It is r, p[ .;rso;re to s rvt un rr ,.;or, ch:7irrnanhip.. Mr Bone, it is also a hello ht to fallow the hop, Member far Tourtnn [)sane (Rebecca 

Pow), wi a n_ad ri eX lr nt ins , A. he ce rai: iv jrlu: nt r e crPC l or  r "uer.. I rel"otr th r F lit C 
ads= 

Corr. r"3itt:.e's regal F"er arr .,n .>oil cc l .:h a m;•s tale ..K, ini.a° i ec T n , ti w:: ,rk :y I_"tv I;a11 ri nd :he (fie abr:r f. 411, akca eI (Mary 

Crea_iH, ,n a sr _ a :d rnis rihri-t ht ebrate. 

C ra n I< ii  l br c Ins rrrl mad Ur hw eb en zits' ioi ovt rs u dala. hr is ic;r,sl c sc.di3 1 1 t r I sea 1/ i ;.pry rs °ny 

I aal gal nc N c +ili  ii=> for kie %hip eti .irc>LIr itc=l lar ;t,l h idi ,cs ',1 E ,str y 1 ~is a i t trot s L J r'  at _ill ~t 

a a~'' hc. s been 'l0t iiv". I i e t'_'r`n' :r I.€rn-ar 1: `at "rs- psi. ast- s ac "i 5 II a-  oLey '.raa S w,) h _ctC ;'es. it . fas thc' ,vo'ld'`:, La ";ia' 
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a ,be;_t te, iL. 0c",Dr,, ur Iii ier sec` pr~.d_i ticri it -ht ass . sui esC~s s of ,w , t;r=. h tis _f r ao of i_' ;c  ie>i a; s v 1r ho 

v: ?rf 'P 1. to ,,ult- fo;wto; r. °; / p; ed &,, sur. c,  ".o . vvrvd . is=es in the business, did much to protect and promote the 

industry even when lie would at  known that it was kiilino his constituents. 

Tods, ,, madden valley lies barren, 1 . i 1 P ce for recreation, servic 'nos. My ideal is forthe 

site me an urban park, a  . . , ;,r,; ; ; :r; . , r~' ell a i; . . €if, k f ,sr o. b ra- lfha-th,r r h,, lv~ i am unsure; what 

do ;i:= vt i,, that the re is a t r. ii;  r,;; h„sE ,; , € F e, ur tr 1 ; r ,;,r;ya ,,a -,s t fa h; ; . ,~ ,ers tipped on the site and still sits there 

in the soil. We k uv lou u 1 ,Lt thou ; my of tic derelict bUiL io-gs are

C; cr,efore, forthr C _ ,,i of Rochdale, i- is ilitperative thrii tl fi zri,rerr;s  ci pr 1tertion r rio ,I,; crr; ~iit c, pi;n  ;r 

f 4rfi,-o,= th P. in e.1E i e,'tTi L't!R iri clean ii minn#P . Ftn- - `#. i il, '. ~nF, [ f "n1', ; S Fr. ;t r"', frhri FI2=e,tll oro-,:7 • I. 

1I ^ iih I  also need to do more, particularly in relation to Spodden valley. Such challenges are too great for local authorities to 

face on their own. 

In the p t. i;oc' d 'e h s i'en?`t i e orrio4 slv'ror t c"~itc nir itr? In  "ap tat rr, is ch-sm for cc7r ,  it t r, :t+..cool: er. d h,r 

the I  t -,q i yr ;fsi"e E v@ :;nr „nail i''ot rr, , n .c , , ay. r: icl; m ; hr, ,, t er It  t., ,,m >er ar I i<=c = Id r= ,e io; , d. n 

other o1 , your "Donner ion. 9, e> it "' rdtrlp ,eye it r,r .e= ; , nq - ;aeh funding, resulting in three determinations of contaminated 

It an rpP ltf +n_ -Drr . r ;rain ,  ii aanciing was vital. 

odrle r :lie,  oi; sn ovsrie t€ u ke vo! 9n iry° i ,ispeetionr, W a e f ii - in the „craa of Sp,.rdden v 7ilel~ that the 

u ivv c tr wt•'k i 'sc -ction i_ br rg ire :.rC =ken b, thr sit- or n5 tl .rn , ely a  r, i re I it -har th . i rr  ut =.Cl=°e ease for 

future sites in Rochdole, which cold oe left t-liglited for the foreseeable future as potential d  r< e. m ostr ier- as un"iab'e. 

The talir - it's est.   is fort ,_ ",` !'ooh anti e forrrter Turner Bio'h„rs A alt' L's Site ai C ,

and pot. r1,,,-t c.r ,sp, . <it'r' of the sit ., t .tii; ;  are neuAed to ttl ti ., ;,,fcr'l t +acs gai, . ek council will s t vtrori< 

hard to r ip,I-;rt Pro ire u„ ,z?r, btr' ;rr:~v rr`atit oa. c ul iford to i;rrl.;tr !=.c oar p'. a r ~ai~ io,,entaltask Is i =i it

Roch :iu€_ uw-r ric 1, l .c ,Ttu~'? U`iiee lur rl rrrL ,pit us r uc, gh _ li.l; , ti, il€ r_teu:.g tt rya .t ~i>eir 

stay; j:Et a gr_ su; , ~~ rL civil ;t, .r (', I rav= ti , t C ; irdit J ; rE(-r,i r rl'A c ti Eiaurr, rrr wttt t 1 ! C' v s l pie 

ph C. ?.. u!.. it, ,y .,E .~~er'' to ipl rAc hut.. it_ 1 ,.: arV _i, ,.S hUt I l`L 1 0 a is EPi,'nc: :~1 

SUp§. €1  t J( `04wt[k tC.r '-, J G. 1 t;"ta Ill- cc;,-) Yt bJ u;d lso e„ .tlt ,dSl`tE. C 1=i"v£, CBt S <+rid ' eC'Sid

assn.-,ilnrrts—r„r° , ;t:rrril le 1,ac_` sir o-es—n .u,I l c stly. 

In this matter, as in s ,, , tririgs, the Gor nment are shirting their responsibilities anr$ punishing kcal authorities by d, priding 

that they do more and more w  and IQ,, e ~,it t.F , ir.  I ' Le, an arei , , h I h levels on, cut

gov= : r;;nent hav, ; ', ri;zrd. Sei peop, d; ,, irsiwn. been cut to the bone. The r , -,i. =aus? t ri r.l acF <t n~awae 

spare c e Ir l; r  . d central Governments' '  .,r.. I Ii aughout the 20th century, fa,_~.;1 a i r ivh•_iale an=:iii to ;goat: 

the no .rr~, .,•ud ' into the Exchequer, as did th, r Eirp lcyees. Now that those indu ra r lrca r. Iaui ;,, the Cra.~u

a ' r~;: turning a blind eye to their environmental legacy acid to families who live with threats Pram land, such as at Spodden 

valley, 

Local of , ii= , ti h_ ,. hf_r5 npi r n i l°l-  ly trough time. with th it ^i, rinkinri h!i-i t ,, it i mpi,,° rti`sarrtibIr t rry ,rt ft n; to p "k

the ; ;rfi'ni3"i . r ;t.- h;ir for it r t =inr wind, 0onninq ;ro r,; ;da rt ; s.r  .Cs j t ; Pa;Eristorto tah r s,:^e e„hJ rl-rr 

recommendations inade hithe F ivironmentjri Audit l:aiI,,niit

© 2.11pm 

Kerry McCarthy > 

(Bristol East) (Lab) 

h, I' 

As ever, "Ar l=on , , it s o pleasure to sn- ycti irat a  Choir, i ar t p <. d • ia, roc .vy ° e : ov th o 0 ,ur itb 
., 'I C'  St ipr tr co 

of n€ hrvilt._, ve' c , is °t ir,:ie -(lc is= e i er nee rna 1 t h'ilic., a otter on.

negh-;:tr fc= ti i lr iq. i h ?e -:11 th t Er sire ̂ mant, . Au dit °or~em rtte `s rpo t c d r d ~~'s et!t' =,sill het., t,, life t P m .,b_. or

and c:;Ivr t t ,e r ,ter tic,. it rves. 

Some os ut =iii - L i _ at. roil l0 .i cr ;uic b orr , U F 1 vWi i i , U : ViE .It6. ri l cc,.isC a  +ro. ii t; i c-` 

orgc,    it rc iu(=ran ; E yi C- •' 'titan l ,r year n l sl a;  i F . Il vrd as .lace, 

reduced vate a'. t tl-r c sys. Q,, c p  ou so'! 1 , tc ch-snc,: to ad toe t"=us,, n..s c iti ,4s I:=sot - r v!r 
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strafe ,_ tot ic to s at e nd -to, r who sr[ -h6t a ,as it t rCh o It r. rt o4~r 

Ch t' t aI F ave me d ~a C r rt sIi of t re r ipooL at s =il e us,=rn =n t uor_in s —I ar sor rt7 h rr. riei J -it for for 

YorK C "6aal kr _r~r. ,t'=?r7. 1.~EI:; wt r hr_ re t itt. 10. 1 . u w ;y r-.t l ot Quit, h_ is { ne .Heart . it e n .ohr. we ter d t. e in _:s file 

quatiiy ui st a i t ; pate '.0 

I ccrrimeoti t,ec, Fr.. ,y¢rrr ~I , ,.'-., , t . rrin,.t uw Far ii , <~cll~ret report. The r.a,- ~al rt<_ Irih,rr-s—my hon. Friend 

the I~ aE 1 :~~ felt r I,dr ^_~@el =iyt""y=t y.tS ifi) t_[ ,! I IY3 (tie t. •'drbot `f7 E` Taunton Uem onto ._~3  speaks 

vol ,.  r .r m E t.t . .err -¢rriurr oft' _ when it 

con rtr~c r , 6, ~;u 1 q€ y, R'r ., ,1,. , _c x;(ar, a It uL , r =Ah. iir -xwii ..r~rl: ;. e E .vi r,, i I  ur rer c lh cii ,_i LLB ill-party 

grO rF,t r~ rc w .~sr-1_I, . c`ti" alt pt; e~ ~.rs, p . I  I L  sari F`r dt:clr< rar,lant, I am prtrti. Marty 

inter , Eo -I rr ri-:i° l tpie, I c„ uor ri ' I Pi r artroeeolrgy yre, p`s ,e,il n r.larr „ U~ t:.ci til r Irtl..- I ,r ,~ r letl i,G ..,vorl. , [c Er a rt° °~ir~>.rit ,l audit 

Con' It _ a !acf •,s Itch co ii ir conc~..rsr6,ns, 

It has to be said that the ernment's res r .rnnar ,.3 t has t t a y weak. As irtell as taking them 

to t € E ,  ; h: I t _+ i'.'r~ '~ '~. ~,i ! ~ h 6t0?a < , .I ill h, c o ' ~%, '.. .1 t• )(Fissure on the Governmen tO. I will 

focus my conirn, n,-s on the, , „. ,. . Cyr ,r-; e- : can bets .-p oI. r r>,61 c @rr '~ l:,c~i!s throughthe plc- ii  t ss , r ar, r I:t:.rerilag 

po Icy; c .t m`FiP , . 1C74' e e.3' i" rl,i'( liarners have cUa  ., I(tr4  ora pr  plr~, ~ t

Government'.,_; lr.I uble aim of ore I 9 ri y.t _i_I ,C rill soils are suss ,r, 1._st,t n

First, r'7n , l r{i1niP'.P, ;Pr ; h i h,'3en ,i n1 lf, ,c cf nor ri r)SE''!" i(fi i tr, fi,, ,(ri:7ti'(it. hr; ,,,.n r f 4Y i'. ri ? tCi ni, rte`^nt nn iviti the 

proposca it = ht r - a ly hint , a¢, ;ars i,r €s r .:it-i b nd -i IV `7, , r w r r.-s; ,, ,, ,~rmri I i°~.enr;y. I a ,itr, k nowt . , ill L-3(ue ~ II 4 

Finger, r,,,n ~,_.7 ,f F r7i"iv f, t'l, fc rrra n`i rril, t, irh Ls pr ,r irr~ th; _Irc. to 1, r gh :nr r € yrii llrr .,l ~m , nt M r I. 2 and 3. 

Those th l, krrrwr; n t r ; C6 1 0  t c .,7t  C1t` ra. 'st too-. rrc i t •in sir hori , t „ rr, ;1a -~i=ir 

cot- r-,r,9inity food gr.7°,-'Ent( (. nFF , . l4 tip ,.r E I rol- , and to alto nts. Unfot$f_61 r' Ii.  c 7 ction wart

ahead, but I campaigner , rrt F it r, , Ur 1110 1 ty because my view is that RM'I land ought to be used for growing food, not 

concreted over. 

The r ot-'ctV';':n C ve'. u w3N1 i la id '" as oeisi sl.: w w :1k,. ne• , mmt Ci .11, a 1 i X514 •. a` ^h or tf n'..no ul 'Jlartnlno I?_r It v 

fra111F wu k i , M _ rcI :?e) [`?. ,`n,It n it _ c .;rd,. nc z su ipo is or. e Or p 1 tt o0.,. t e r riti al pit; ini g ly~li.y 

franlsem k r aes nr1 sr, tf s .. y, ii .li€ ;rs t act7r fnr d t, rein ip, .ia  Ir .al )Ia r c; i n ,a it Ir , r= t eN ter. IVI xn 

rots. S ti -;51.6 In •.e U iw n - iln wi -la_i d ̂-r,oY : T"rat i r  i `'-7 ;h sa >:_ yeak, 4e, I . ; 1CI; er Se -et;ry f't~7t( at t1±": m It;-IS 

and La,^ ', trei nment, th hr,_i. P _.n r;er For rtsrr.,llt Pl,-rte `P  1 1 , a; ,r6 =d t=ie € trt I IArF, 7r4 oo- t rhrinct to 

p(anmri rep. ilc_ir as to set hr;st, s r ~tllc h :, ter or hit_ or .Ir'ri tt l an„-art ,rr .q t,,srr_ I . adr Ht rd thrr the hF-"F a lik_elaF to be 

amnnd , in the s~ •;_ fPt+l  rs; , inrr. Il i F P •trnr_ fi , i' ne iln, :ter sk rI'. tot 6 ail c4 , ;rat . t ..pr:o-tr er  o r anl~

Lost r ,tment and tried to persuade them of the need to include protection of our best soil in ptanning policy. It is too often 

over(coked. 

Secorid(,, on cotcor,ta ,~iin~:,ted car r3 l '-o.grr=tuhwe my how Fri i emhr=r f^r F )chdal tS;mr D, ,r 'rtN\ `an hicl lic rtir;, hr,uit 

imp .a„ . tip i E s tr3 h c  ue icy= I U°. .as rzn nr ,l c=salt te ' t t  e t w nh eats r p_ nsY tr eho t.o ,rr to di . n~,,t 

even ,uet im1er le, let , lo. e .,._;ace it i sp- n. .aiti :yf t ,e c-am ,ell .ti vI ' ii, _ a 01 th ti ot  o" =,vr,ndl .et ag t e ap tat dra t 

sche;`ie t f re ie-. ~~at ',n °..or to _otaar;1inu t  sre.sns :hct to l _ ut or i yes ,Jii?, be (it ,1y - 3 i!i5'nt y 

con l _=mi rated s .es so ^ei am nt- br de; e Hi i then'. L f r as It ii I 'e, as °lie e  n_rt;-,at m ,key,+ .1 ir, s1 i 

of pra , t ; rs lie" ia1 in =ia= lei ,.n. ed -m 
f 
in" ng from the c. pi- al r; rar-_ scier e set, W th ;n Salo rr;rner ar-.it t. Ira rpp 3tt ~r p=iblic 

fungi , a. it i si II nM cre ibrr f ti ,, I i ' rlrrentto clait'4 ti .1t . rt for ~0 7 v rk 

"remains in he fort" ul t_r r- port Grant", 

when in reality th t , mn is t' 'I 1 + rrn made available for uch work. 

I rerr ived a si , ,,a  t fi,irrl h : rx., rr rnentt n  tvr I r. , rl, e s`•xa shc.. r , e ...................... ...ore than 1,1 11 71r irat It I sites 

on t t r' , ,15t ni r n:,lan('i r it " ro „ Acr rd mg to rr. s  , a er Th t'rt S'tn4- >Pr56 fir, m y, iiR , n„,rt')r T4 t t-t.C~e "+,r, in - iP5 an; at 

Inc rr_asi~  h n(; hrT,t^I,rd , . ., tnl nriar, vJ ,rl ,kd rear „ i i,R..i_s+r ter: or; iritc tF lr,r;til n, n'r~ rnr t : sid 

bathing =ater. Tn r =niv. -, „W the C- po±sai~- A `r:1r ,  , 
a  ar, ~, Fr3-ral, affair. ,,.r, chat tI-rrt 

"is a mab':erfor tuet.' Ii it Ss'. 

It is true that the statutary duty to remediate contaminated land lies with local authorities, but DEFPA'c failure to ..tnowledge 

eoun _iI grit , (i CEI>tC f, ,, r~, kig s6 1 got ,ve k i ,r rp6 i~,e ;iL, ,~h  ' u ,.  tii€

be resne~l gh t:1 ii u_rnl g s ; Erin . t u c,ule' ( r 1 , iat ,ri i ce ~11e`y c.f e(r se kite u~ , ti`i~ la. te6' .rah~r 
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is recssearecl the ev zry "rn a is iaer y r'on k nvirrinn,,ent a blic ha' tth in the future. 

Thirc;ty, 6 I [? Pal fo on the. i .i, _rt's recar'ruerr rte ;or „q r r € t ,errGr +:nt set out their p 'n of action for increritsin~, ail 

carbon t..:.ts_ irl I_iieir response to mmittee, 6i . i .vel .~a grit il, t  ` nce a d practice for pr

pea ttrsrikt ., a.rti damo~ lu r=ra~ r. e °,+t burniri ;_A ,,r mo ire i, I "on Cliri,rate Change found that 

"the ii ori1,' or a i to> hoe' rr, t a atsoils...ore in poor .nr ditir,n"' 

and that'  , o ap'• sni oe its ,ire cc I a I. ire. d. 

In the W ,-hull  n r sac is alrl', I'aI o rt,a t -+y,). ; r ~ 1 ul iuir_ _6,u or a

pia P ar • Ir .1's ,,ti.  ,urn l+iri r . ~ay ;rr r ,f.r .a ._ta ri „rye .,~ ,r~~itian, even ti

EU e l*__01'A u. rip rrir e.g on 'i3ii  .' use iwpur ,.a ;_srr,s, rarity, 1 L -pr, aIrr.;3t Lir i_LI'a. P a Ali .! rrt,t 

prov ;e r wc at rr ra to uur yr,c su ity ~lor ry __.in tu rrie not pt t. scu,pc=,s' oo,il ..;a' vitias,

was not the point i was making, and to say that the Government 

"willcontinuetowork , iitI moor o,aire+r-;and stakeholderstofurth,= i i r r r a~ a~: 1, ii ,,rir+ ii 1 E. + ,t r:; ilri:;ri.` Ca(icr'ai 

ggporF 31 rDctnher 2O a: VoL 616,o. aip NH 

I ho 'it + (. _ , f 1 1r, -i t !C! 4-, •?r „tE 'n ti , r^;')ve nrn =nr o ( cl; a I,r nri ;.pa' pr ,t in hr

The nr='en s r .,3p ns. Wc, 3 ~J'.~o "at'€atj «VE `1k , , i C tic'i tt ci&re t -ss ( i c' -br n i to !ov ,an.% f -(ji t'?d ec7', v, "r IC ..`. Ci th S( 

Assa+ iat ran say_, r.. wq ivc . .nf to sic'is eror al t °iu -'s i ti' e L 1 rioF w ti-w IN 1 'er .iiit 'ec :su u'_ that .'-ie a )nv dt rs 

lowl.:na :,ec - us_ -d 
• 

it r1gr alrr,rc i-o i_ ~ os r7i .rcn ,if pr grit_ '7 up n PiP sh- er".ora th,.it r, easurev to ci te st ; iLL rer=acs. 

greennarase ,,a< ..rr ss s `orc;etc d car to-kto - d pr a_ artc.as ., ell :e r.rcl~-ae" in ne .S=, ar picris? 

After visitinc akin lul rrrcrr ri _ r . s n : >eC it _ r e fitly, I tabled some written questions to the Department about peat works in the 

UK and their licences, M5 first question e tus to ask 

"how many peat works the Pnve rnment has nought out in each of the last five years; and how much the Government spent on buying 

out peatwori<s in each of r . 1 ;t i a" {'faro;

The n in,r, , th•',t i _ .:cent, ; .,o,' hr.,a i ouc; It 391% i risc 1 r, a h c. se, wI ,_ n :~ie .lane evrience to the 

Seim_ t. =mr;ittee, the r'rr er un,, 'nrF lee. F anger  he xi on. Memr?nr ,r 1'en! th fines Th , qr ade, (F ,ry > p t,ar,t,

"We have spent considerable sums of money buying out peat works", 

which I thought implied that there might have been more than one. 

As understand it, there are currently 29 valid peat extraction P e es., J!l ,,r r r agar I ,r 'p ig i , , ,r off in the 

distance. Are there any plans to try to buy out any more ofthr 1. r'rrrlcr , rna, r.;l tr ,r ct t . t pia a n gx-7is? 

Rebecca Pow > 

Share 

Idartedtocasknot -sb=.=It! r„ersir_b ta`>ou,tri A cc n rs'es. Ihiz.ic r7ar ••the=-Sc re 3et- i 1r+.~t, v~hi.^hdoes 

v sma ex _ _l at .' a.. on pe rrti id _sues`'on Pv. , t . ir-)n. = n o  ar it 'nt or got. yr l a ,le That. is and how we ought to showcase 

more of r~? Asa •lice•-prasiuent or t ie :.-;mars.., t ii di. e (rust, I really eet ii. de ,ey es one- credit. 

Kerry McCarthy > 

.4 Share 

I am ha i I ii r ersr s, sr,i~C~ k i ,.  tI ;t trek. I VIS13r r i:i'ie 11 . I : •ilII ''=(r? „i S L +I Ie I lu , which 

isvr rl;rta f 'r =ar-r °,vlr ,t E+ra ,.  , r .l li'i  i, d hack manyc. n r :. lr~• ii: c a: to- r,,f 1 rye€rii v;, r< € r..r. n i:i~ as 

was looking fat t r. a ity ass fa:r1 ,Errs p'_'o,l r cr, ?tr i r s ter r'cilia' tr ro-r, E slr,tt: Asa s .rear€s r r t / iici, t , i Vtig to 

ask how much p.. ,& , .,till iaeing cc e rn- - rtl, r ~t-fr  rl lr ri t +€t - - rt,ra ion work that is being done in the 

Avalon marshes, we should be trying to pr tr t sOrite more of rt and buo' ?y Up u1 ,te o t,ia La r,ces. 
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Rebecca Pow > 

On that point„ I know that those in the F ortl cult t.lre I industry are working closely together and that the r.rse of peat—that was the 

main as , d iiried .rrn ally. It is c;n in.per cal t issue, but it is very much hu.eig rm_4ler h}w the iirruculturcd i,Ar try frorn 

that end as veh, vAhich i app- —, wi. 

Kerry McCarthy > 

,4 Share 

I agr-ae, =ctir.n i br irru tol rr, `iut aI . h i lit 'd it ;:t tna n c!rrsu .r f 0r, e'r" C.3t. parr d tht - di to .r"r . cYF 

extrcictac n licen es .re not =iel cc it aly, c rrct Fr tc ae(- st cat_5 t at the e tl ; 23 ,,aE J prat "exr.'7cd aai 'i 6=ice':. Five of 

the  lic 'nc-s r 11 <p ,a I. fo a 2d 2ci, si;=. m ll 'rpi e h >2+ ;0; ran-thtr r ,ir At -xp e F 4G i t n re 

in he.7- is ua" ~~ a or t p.at x; act =an act vc i n d v r id 10 -.). 13b riot.• ly !a =rt t tot r th,, d 1 at ar, ras 'r Ir 11 r;re 

covered; it is all I -ale vo4 ~e,, °wh :h v_ y I vo=;id ° ke ;ne 'ir stcr' to tac into it. Tl- c va~ty tr, tc 'kl _ tL-✓ issue is t,., try to buy out the 

licences so t'-.tat'he c:oirrmre r  a _ tie do riot go wahead. it s  uld be on the record tla .rt I .-voL. to see to as done. 

On the broader issue of carbon in the soil, there is already evidence out there. As Peter Metchett from the Soil Association said to the 

Select Committee: 

ho i ' back into the "r;, ire; tt 1, ;,ttl„4 'r

We nzoer. a c ,jm iI ent t  siliov, -, ti~at rile 'rav=rn,,iertt hale iUlly en,rre.'er. ; h net,0 1 _, act o th ,, t 5 e e. It i wericome that at 

an event 0 in -Inth the Secret -uv of of her own personal corn' nit. tea', I IrrrpLime nt'nc the<il .?:rl 4  O00 soil 

carp ,n i "iII { "ivy . It r,rso aelrnn, . tt of - r1a <ria,;;rn ,,err have con f rrr .d , inae m..ns ;r to inere, sr rot o ,nr ;r r. ntt ;r ;,rill he 

ref le,: e ' in -,n 5 / rr ; n ro r,, ht i , I hc7p th .,e ill =e r.rnr,- t" n i a st 1t e ref: rc ,,e c s I n; ',-.h tl'. pr.,en =rlll nnr 

out t e 

"spe ific, Iii c asr wec.blr and time-U; ni ms" 

to increase soil carbon levels by 0.4% per year that the Select Committee recommended. 

The I::rn.L turn a n iri~i_;iPa.Ealsoild' ~ h. ilcl also, of cr,,rr =2 be in that; trt( r  ry r. ,rlvtn—the laoca.t rsrrl fa; r not iJo , In €nur rids 

iliur r,rt , ti c, r,. ,tr ~8it:d of the Gc, rr=ttor,t r;lri , t„ an C3`,, ~:ww7 crrr,'t c"t I, .~~ .a,-~ In s.. it , at e'i  ril t fr;st~r€

fro mrf ~~+err, r , ,i 'it onr„-€ r ii,,I 1,_n, ~s; d't .nr.r tsa. :,nr as ra .~, il .rr-, i-.3 it. ikt ~.a u!i'2toIrr , wc!f;rzd 'r ° t'a>rnimj 

purr,[ a.r,t tEtrq more, p , r focus it tar . ft:~:. a. od faam,r' , rile rr ran 

gro~rviri , o . ~r•a, ld ,r , r'i nr ! s-U 1,. rE ' O _1;',tisFF Food en l:, ,_rp promoting Farta a,t intensification, which would lead t c 

pressut re on water and t  t', and tier :  -t ~warice gas emissions. Li), al.alt, rt?'...nd 

up lust' r r r ri g,.= . . r . The ,,twister i. prrihcibly soy  r.rt -:F Is to c n.r) 25-year plans, bri t ;a k by 

my he issues o;r "tr, i .a _r,;P'i ; '. nr1a_I i1 ,,, 

The CCI ait,re ,n ti slr' ,-ae .,ha, nq h: ' s,; d : ra+,', fn th l)k= to ngrt t6  tht3 .,t ntr. e { 'tc; `,",r. =xrt 1r?rt€;, Cl 1e' , r_ _ ,tic'; in 

agrl:::..Sl1- ft  c1 n c'r :̂ d 7 `.?.' 2, Ti `'vv it 1, , c .l ;-1 ry J.±"ti )n r,) r?a"r`'}r~- ntt '!e f' ! i1d tlr, got Our cart nr ri

about iN sft rnr it . _r rs"r v i .ar d fare _ Il ,r r rr as ,. v, 11 r to 1?in ,l r saw, u,dV F-,tl =r . c',  sini fa am t tit, it , b!frd i; 

thee 1r , rardR€L,or! pt.r t1ti icl r, , ,d ~nr; 'rrt'niar,., p.':7' F et it dialv; nqi• rrr.ra trc•orrrl f  t : c 'rrj 11 ra rt n'F 

respf,, ; .aP t; fr,. r

Other Mw '1 rs tat.. tC to  sd .n r.fo - n tr, tl-e coma or :-igr ;su `ur =l p idea. I Dope vve wa_, 1  t ,aa or;rry Ii)c-rt t-e C +r nrr en" 

prior;tie or ou ar.' iceau ,rl Falit_, it n pro =k once ve °ea°>9 t. .e F=J, t r e'. uw that in fr, ura faa n i, it' :.ens c„eI It es act !n 

pubhr, a . ac1r, fr oi4 =aea_°lth ..a v ici. fe v.nrr mater -sic;.;ty, n r_:a r up the_. plans, I Dl the G ier t tvrok .a : anw,u a, tha 

gren= ex replies if East l:rrr tic d r1N,tird :hi - kin i b, 4IL tar ,Hers a , d f owers on rest•rit,q c r s z ls, n` ud.1 no aqa .ecao C.

approaches. 

„ 
As we is Fe i=aau J t' ~a'n aaay. ~u ;. Fr ; au ti.v dt .nk;art c tt.`rak- a~., ., tier is gar! .nt~~,d rash.. ., 6 ~.tC`s_u r raia3g on in "TI a e; rate 

will iInuv' of sdt 'il r 'Arugu as iI Ft ,tow. to a,a ti . ic.'ny ` a r ! f,artir * f u` pie Sel l, vriti1 a is hlur is :,kart' ir_,.r^as t gly likely t -,e to 

C' ertsr ri dd re, i. tt' :d ar aya. s, )r she siU e'ai fa .. a" it f=ib ttc tea ~r rJhc Ira or ,d _rLi v,U p .wt -Li' r va a For is •it 

t-' ni,, 1ea, t he ho . F' er 'for Pen ith anc' i hr Border, told the Select Corn:~tit = e . tut he ,aa taro ,fir er,` yr 'or ra Her-, Lc war, ec` 
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ti í a . is :h t g ,)d x '',C. a -ri u.. te. s, c , h, aIt t,r 'ils. ire. Je be: rnc,; of tut ire pro u( .ior — oe<:d le ` eor i t':an :he 

Is gin, 'Ae to Ic ant:Jn Deane that we wilt reach a point where there will be no more harvests, at Least in so s-ie parts of the country, 

if we do not protect

As LI i snort sa l  ̀, t _ , i, _s E t ut FiI, hu'_ ULIt are not alwtfys h z;,- _sG:,se maintains o it, ,~ ;ei di ,.r, L~, c~ it i =:! r . EErtic,n are mostly 

bot itc L hr h , `pJ ar~:a, ~.~s~3'ti 3 r € to those living down Qt +;rte utgreater i sf alt _ . d .  ~,~ ~~s:¢ '1 are are 

ma ~g on too et , for Rol, r pis'nI Adorn klent, 

as ui~,~4. .. *;_~ h , f , .ip.,i s. ;e ra per. ,a'J c,aLit  , u` iGrrrvir ~. I €h at, r,_ ~ r_ . ,~s p it ~~ ut'r  

Go 1 1  ,cErei [ € ccF =e>rak oL 

agroecci 'i ~e. _, cyti' k'l t'C `o I ~ i" 'JLr ' t y ail ~_° v~,. Cd L ""l ;t ~t t i~,;S P !U pi ,,LCr L kl,tj iuttsr,- 

pro i~.i ti;i L~, ':)i t i ~`iy a 1JoU ld (.i, 1.,;;ti i ~ i oul,

Mr Peter Bone > 

(in the Chair) 

hor= 

Before I ,t k  SP. it Lo t ter, fo 1 h . Sri ti h I at i 70~_ his ty s 'wl nu, _ re. re ,w sat. it `icC i ;nrr't? allhe events in tort nester, 

or ho tt 7t t as< I' s .r ? 

Kerry McCarthy > 

Share 

Mr Peter Bone > 

(in the (hair) 

Yes. 

Kerry McCarthy > 

I think Helen was acquitted at the trial, so his evilness is in no doubt and we can put it on the record. 

0 2.29pm 

Mike Weir > 

(Angus) (SNP) 

Shtn`e 

.4 Share 

{ Share 
.. .. 

I am very happy to a lrpae .te i ~iJr~,t€iu si°tig, ,h ; ~,t~n ice,t~, r er [ ,se.1  about what is happening in "The 

Archers". 

Is) d •.p,":Drip' st ,rt 'n+ , ,rI ,rir ins._te.t. ~,e'cr ,isF, W.  ti e E,=sn. Iiiaho f Ts. int;n f c' ( ebI c , Pr, 'O,, I am a keen 

yard: 'r @ ism a t , rrr: r r,. ;err, ti ti h I I sns. thr- wr -'let 7 K r:ah, ,ni it ; ~~` Ear ~a t R,s~~ 

pass! !e .n aar ha fiI e nfc, - rti tai:,rt~, r1i ;_n c.aht: c, Win, , ,per, h P I ; a . i. ;, I ` ip,jr n ii r1hr,n, c ,nrl, 

righ.t,.^ ^r, rf bi ;t va. .nri.> ti h~ ,d r ,~~ :;n I h firs it rt ,re!-'~~t. i min rr nn, ,,a~, i r,f hir.1- i , rr ~ r7., rdr , . I f~ ~:, c;~ *i s I 

thin: the ti ;e r ii `e,, rir , o,f V r i ?c ,. it r , e ,rcI € -cr , , ,h re, for the non

that is house sparrows. 

It is (t?lp t  t- at ve t his rich t, ec b,Jr. f e .a nst hive- ne althr. sc=l ti ,re vii. be .in .np ict in 'Joe° pr = u tic at`=d cr1 

spec s. _at r, I ,v I so, so ie in,, al:.)ut .h e ri0i1. 
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In introd.csi q t very.jur , r. Cl - u•, ti,r Se ~;c'I roesnot ce:e, tf ; h,un, rei ,be to thlket vic M ry iieugir n he at InI grc,irit 

that  upr: rt , n i.1c.st c ,a l c . su: Ii, ,s gawky rrcu arn, Iio ai,:)ut io,, tl', t h .s E :ei cu-La , iir Acct. w a r-aLi l cl

that tis ht .:ifs' le. in :-h ~a.. , ti `roc . wras f as nt ar yr. I ( ak of €y b t e gin. r ibcrfr R :0ra le ok

ref t ur ar t,roC rca to for . v . ems it jrr t pry of di ;tri= I [ idr of a `bar Li . r cun Cl i gat in : a 1 o tern, 

Even iri it v c cot thve om old ui..,i i i Crrat d La tai nir: uses an fr _t o ast,cc os <,:nc' sac gibs other 

contomirrants. 

There are also problems vii.in former M fence facilities, because in many periods, specifically in the immediate post-war 

per i, C old acrd r,=1~~~ .,,~: ,u~ r;tv g, r, cs~;d ; ~,~rl~r~~ t ~s r, ,. Frsr F.xts~ epl  ~ a€~ct_y lay in Fife has had an 

o 1901I and sc UW prt,lr a earth radi of tI .: a is °y t gat ii t= oast. Also, much 

ma 'yi, as ~ur~i :d r=ti s a I ,iI 1 ghautri~er

One of the problems is a tack of record -k eping. It is sometimes very oPf cult to know t contaminemts ore actually on these sites, 

which makes i'r extrer Ito clean them up for or  icultur<¢€ ar < <<.$<_=pment pm cc. TI ter v ir: ,, srr.,. € ,, that 

prohlcm, and I ~~ ,i '~ ra . i I monts riuEl( °i~.r iri ~i . -say . r I ,i  61y i "rrr r v 
,. it rk. neoe'sc,rilk 

kep  ; E , ,,h s,€o. t. t . 

Ne new cl r_ :vlI s so Import nq In"eea, It r_ ly impo

The hcte. Lr.nh, f_ T run ,n :;ec, e r aae cE .~~r, p.~nrr parch ob a t rue ,itvfor g,n;a soil. i spe. ineale,, ; i.r or.~ ktirnrt:;he 

mar ".+?-, r y, 3Cl ^ r Ct$ ;.in n m h CS.t'e, r A r12 C4, ve SHE, l .> YF., t 3P`  a(r, =i t hCink, "The r ..!ruin 

Life ~n 4r! , rtr~ri~,Er I r, clerstr _rl r,'^',~;~t c ppe tha br str,rArig list. It it f , , ir ~r-ri .1 hitnl

rea .of _;  rp( nT it sit pE '. . ,? rr.,#EP ii rer;.- lrr, ~;, I `at !?~ ifS lnvl . .~{„ „a;E ILh ., fr ~dC.

from mrtr,y parts of modern fcirrvrlrincl, 

One of ti . t` inc : tFit the autl-;r can fi re i p sc=.care metre in a fi eld to di co = ,r hoirr mr rt ort nw ;rms ar: Whin it and cc- 

Co rTii ar the i rberin, irh'."mt :,f elr, ibcrr p1 -r- and.Ofcourse, because the. Par.€i I  L, ,:er Ala_ nri cll. fcrrme_e, t=sere are ve-v 

few mart Svc r c'th tk.ng , th .t h r0C, ,n<., r wk is of e<x fiht :tour s arrrr_r b c:k. n _irr , th :r 1s.r1' to )ar s c;air iq

with t I®r,rg c•r to.: rr e l lat, th y d c_'n Ia=; O r „ c er ar nal a M Wo ,ro lb : in, nc:i.it 'a .mP; ler in

and gird.. a: d l rc,i of Arc , . acrd Award is e{, It hated c _ a res~. ,t ait. tb b r?k> .hr ,.Mt tar Cl rr la

the a it ao. rir , i fr Clnkri vs .icl `7u i=fr s r p rh ipE rank nrE t. r,s ti r h ir al I C to t7 ;re W Ini€ ,d c.hrt he. 

does. Th : h k it `er ;tirg it sh ;rnaizp hoirr Plrriv ry m t r ics h . 7, .hriiC . su:;sar. nr. .of- !i f I . n r+ fri rnlr, ed, 

Rebecca Pow > 

;theca 

I i A  li s 8ri° i I rC're t $ '  I. ir~,~,+! tfr~bu't of °,af: iU+ it"7d i'•~. 

It aic.k.v , ire cur . r.. tF.F t Si I . t r I' or : i r -q ;ell .nr - u I ,Gst. much more than Just chemicals; we should even count the 

eartliWCt iii in t at"GrE,  is " i1ClUl u r-`eC tpas.; , I I-'.+irt. 

Share 

Itharrkthe han, I . .7TH 1td:I Crition. It ` ri vii +f good point and what she urid be

Mary Crecrgh > 

Shore 

I . wined ;r rsk ire for a itlernr i r .rot.- ht-: w ll are ,ii ofour mop-t ironic native sp cien I .,at lu t s-een ,h. r trace Is c 

C. ISM se= :ao' or' "'u tl i- h, `es n .,.oc. ;r % f7 't I . c imI acv=re .I 'C Wt, have C. Pl e Sear m ,far ".ira ir' crY_Iard c ' talus. 'litl'. IS 

rob .  ; ic:, be a • C • 1 , t, •qr-to •e_•_:}re the hci= p p. at :in On l ati .u .,, inul uhf tc. •qc• hcic c •isistel _ly been rl ssc . So 

OR e jr 1 1 e 10_; o the V isr-r to ct. isi ;er;he -,ee= fc a clo e e s or ,, hcire in rp anr, an I Vs tie_? 

hike Weir > 

i Share 
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The hon. Lardy hr-,s resod nr.r print I t r1k the Mutest • r tf ob:ect to i sccjO• ;h Fruit -g `r)r ct e coo :)n

when we have one in Scotland already. Nevertheless, I am sure the Minister has heard her point, 

Much oft :, `_ r ! arEnd is a r , ;tz1'.re, i hotter, but, as ho i, t-~EP ~~. r ` ,,in J, rh o ,'11 G =,,ieI"rR . .E~ Eras. :. r~ .ed up to a scheme, 

COP 21, to increo,, =v Zvi, cr ,f rCon leve R_ I J Ll. i })er year. Obviously,, there voted 1. i.,s hr. , r t =.r,ir i ,, devolved Administrations to 

achieve that, sin re allot i i ."r'0 hci t i i€` ct,r • ,ua irate schemes. 

In Sc±7thaind, we r it Srl E" `/j iiitrl 7i` oI it i to   r itional a:,st`t th c 0 nt. 

Although vi~~ nrn,r r.,E oc' fern"wing, this test , moles much furthn r. Ir, Sr lire ,t:1, t P, rlr; rn=~ ,nri,a fs)od 

producnfl mi  ` ~r= have forestr, irf ,errisrr, ! t h are importc.io, r i. rtA j on cn c.~o.: iif t~"tr

ctr'trrjm ., o, throiighal it P r,C,t:d snrton. 'tr,[ s,vn -, ,(,;tk w,r ju r l., 1IS Ct,  E1 n it , ortt _i 11Cir r olr tnm,F P„/pond 

the areas that we are considering. 

I thin': thgt i* wets, the hon. Me r= her for F o: Fr at (, =rry M; r„ •th .; vi. "a renxia m inc, s yir e been; ~ nil ,'aior nc ~r nt +!lsc 

plays an rrl,ort. int role in sief ain,obl ' flc -id 1cir:a fame t, t in -he f)rr, na oc •"c~_rlt l port .v s_he rte, th„t r1 . err ntlt• 

apt  rt le St n 5t:otl to{.t, th re art r  .- p to t, )w ino, at at n1 nt is t6 ,ir i.nrn nr, roo;i hr-as, 

paY$r,,411 ."I i nlinC ,r,;7, In inhf; nr 'S i A lr"P,t`n nt4:; Y! 'Ya%7ns= l'' ;10 i 1t ,'il p $ S fir ~ , •CaP 

flu od pt r s` -_ire .nit :! n ~, t , re its r i~r Ik iq rI; flc,cu ,r„ ,a is late .i fs d: .~i,i the n,l-r. Ii : rr  rri a,, r,"  d 

milli erns  ,n Pion 4rf2n .s r., r'. nl .,n* th .t f= rihi . ret. h t ': her th r chr ,1m it `nr In r."i pr:ot,t e , sosnin ,, s the 

flood=aouer I s pL .ht d forth .r r' ;sn r thv rimer, corn ainr- t,r ::xir;, - i 7rzt th , i- nsre n t,^ ;, l" oa,t` i t , ni _ r, l, r1 In 1s. 

Mention was also made of peatlands. Peattands constitonte a third of Scotland's soil and they ?r-=,ride many economic, environmental 

and ;LrIi,:ra? scr._,y,".' r • c vv I r, s f -In+ in ',or:nn ho -Fite- s I r o=vie i. Id fe. As r rs c" rb,ln i., cc nc~e="ne -", it `C . be d 

that-s1Sotf aCsp_atiwintwtit s`ilc>nt 1n ' .S, 00 ii 4 b,l ,nA ic' ql ,ioE,nt'or-at yi 3Om=m,stierAc ,int.al 

grec;,ho.se Jas emiss na„ Ch- t s ovt. tf -. in, pertance of s l for climc to hot jc in , it 3a "tic sae the im„or` wince of peotli. nds, 

The Scottish Government are seeking to maintain soil carbon in place, but we have to bear it in mind that there's always a con

abou'_ s.; i ~• ;3i t' cr th=rdy; , t r.r e,. ur ,, , te. rer r,vvrni)i en nv~;: n usl,!u. ul-_ r~ urt enr err dl irlsi.,ln . leer k. i t i` are us r i iti r are 

less ' C. ~6Pi:)te, _i i't UII:E li 7.i tCQt S I"..ttt'.i ' Or `aft` ,,. Flu IVd t if ,)e fa`i ~:. t ! Wse fret .v+. ,r'Iu eti _'iq ';S iU ly

saver if c-;rbon,, bur  t 3ese is a c` s't i -) t! < rnr c ul ; no iu _ r" e4tnt 31 r rime_ cost. The Co

"Current policy aims to minimise Losses while facilitating development which delivers economic growth that does not entail 

disproportionate curl sts" 

I reiterate that there is a r' z;t r,nrt •,n1e moist fi nd miry ` of

Also, ea seer i n. Idc tho po it r:bo t si'ecies.One of .ne -.:h r, is' tat is F ir dt ne 'o v .pl ort peoncird r=str a  is to prt,;ieoe 

fund gia' imtarigh the rur-a "",rip Gies scher"ne oft hu St "Itt _h h arm Davel .pr-:ent Pr, 1 i 7m= to -,dt-swags, such as the Ro aI 

Son  f ,r t =e F nt .ai-<n r B, :Is, have car ri -d r i:t i -st . on 7n in is I, 'eh! ~i rr ti a c use +f t • e i ;SPt  is rno< the to ri n v:eith 

iR' 'Id l =e r_it non _ to . less h_is rn iriporta ,_ e ec=5 or U h our a g-s r. 1is, -star - cr d r ii su;"inc Lhr r c b`_ i ir>, me nt, i 1 I the soil. 

P ist rat .1n wits(_ he '! e t `eas, r rr -xa=."ip',r, it leads too. ie pecies growing. in many cases there is a regrowth of sphagnum 

n JS- on the rc,ur"pt rt Ci,ibr. i s_ str 1tic -r. 

T" su Yn , 1, 61115 "~ is 'jot js i ui i. III  Lh('i- is =l p" a P"rm'C Ir -pf1 L't a=.1 al1our rural C11 One th1' thrlt .,o rtes "of —t =7m 

c ie ''>i"its Ili 'Ste; vv i4 ii Vii. a; tr Cr,a I' uc" ;ii✓.)UL .t___. S C 11 I cti"ilt'i La Ii r, N U -i ie, ,L,"•!c i1Vr. btY , ti ~r,y f y t, f}E.^,I.i r IL(, I Ui the 

farrri,rty L b _ d) .0 1 '- I ;i,: en. ru` rt e etc : reel art Lc ' I"y : , auce Lie 1 u :. it t s =`tut i;i inn ` to sous Li -.tL ,,,e t :a, r. Litz F .ocean 

Un c , it re avil, he =e €: b i i;no,, r it ̀ .beater efil: oI f iris ri4 ii. . rncsrts. I u =fe ~e ' hEi-st cri d t c wo'v e.. A ii sLr Clans ,.. took at 

the £, VII l IiX+ten. I " .~F IL: JO - h v L `ey ,,,iLl `)e ,ru_o real , ter' Ir - U It ., s c!e i,J I`~Ut I I . rte ia,e ue tcai-=ity .ci e tr, pass. 

l 

Rachael Masketl > 

(York Central) (Ca ro/Cu-op, 

It If I St?E ,I , in t  t' (i , E1't81'1100n, Nn G ~k¢~ , I , t, d ' IIj the '.. ..... ..  it ;f.. ..... RLC@l N 3 _ t;!iPi Ef! ,E tEir`r {t.E x' iI! ,Mth 

which as Cana e,~! ,_i ip . ; u€y. it. has produced ~,r~ , ._r;Ii t t, ,rn_i ,. v: _.r° . Et ':zr_, ~i r,r'91, iL Icrrl, E E, . rt rsr -f its 

warning, and en . =~r; t, 7 , i ; , i„ r ri i' `. rnf reed" soils are so iirrri 1 d, as we have Ho itsi I !is cti"ternoon. 
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dt r fiOur L, 7~: s.ctnd ty ,f t{'cit ;as led n t,e f_a~_ to'rne iec, -adc nc r ofsv _ ar<< p.,Ot }oi. err Liar 'I I r her Luv',i,.r s r_ild brie o ds, aiiu 

it has tu. i u ,vict_r! ~pt rt ii t,iud e ty°, t a rt=' he ?sl.,>ts u d 'at y F ea s sifts io nd 

pub l . I r ail. ., c in `e rah{s - a Ins_ Ii i F recii ity, Th u..i to ar eff. ct se i-rar ,vrt k clew ili -et. , uv' icl rn,, iii, F ten tir:: N rrllver 

for Ii..taPe `iei'i (P ar, Cr_aar-1 n` ode at 'he !a.,` Eris'i -a tlii tt„ ` oci Grid ara1 r1-'arr1 CL=cSt , On ,  an f a air in r-er pe .ch lo y, c',e 

issa of "odi'.ds r1ch t' 

Before I mot, a 7, S c' 'it mention the fascinating, speech of the her. Member for T_- u-R.c,n r,rc o r i , it i:c F ded me of 

D <i(iCi B ;ur i"' i 4✓ `ith t~iiE"i%6a. 8!~(,i9'pig= v{ c 5 sIl .,C i1'` kR't r-e C i "r?~si••  . . <r ,tN.~, i ht, n, yr eie od > ,,pe'. % .> to talk about 

Lh .r,i, .ri"t ,.i4 v n._i i ,urntu ,€a Ll•,s at?,cr' _ia, ir:" u~r, t ti i !irr. LI ; i r ru. ive tr_ v. a iutjliL1 yoi'. 

1P"t' ' lrn ," i'[ rij , id Hr t t'f vl i "'rl r r 1p'r;;=. R 1, niCBt."..r. im- ";, r'rt t~ l r ,. rfsnp,—...it L4 

fi i lfir' Ni t t l.5 rte. iSe in global $£'rrt tri@" 0'8ll eS , rr'nin~ n . ,lt% f i"r rur land. WI '! Ci t `l.. E  E; in tF.,i i pJF''.ratui `,'r'P could 

see , "yb., , in heat. Without actin i, :rv% ~ri °ri ;r ii ,I'F Flf € l,ecrt i,ltt.;,i i. I ai<e^ovise, we are li, ,i t.2 million tonnes of h 

year in the Ci{,, in;t it takes 10C, t, , to ilr f , i,i< . , 1 call rrr r;Rr. I a.t'iled now tru; , i,= iii., that we have sustai i , h r~crils 

by 2030. t ha ,n., (rca l; it r~s. i,PEir , of = .s le .; ; $. r130 harve..' t P. r _ ,, tile, s . rxasc

quelity. That lrti <.. -lurfoos ~~~i* E u.r ., r ? I r r r, i ?rr. htl 1 action ft ir"

Sir David Vi eE C~i }..^0P 21 of the a:`tI F, r"'tPrt t t i t3`l1Ei; k , „t<r'l C8 t hi Ir~S of , t1J---, have had a v,%i, Led

Ihavera rt rile ,;or. . rn ,tat rasr ,nse tc; o hr rr ir< rn lF, t Ui dit =Unr ~m~ ae~ t ri: n i it is v r rr/ing. T . re is t,.o r such 

dep r I . 'te;.; , rtr;; t f nt t I rH r'C' .  r' rp sn ,. fr, r,i- rrl . ¢ i 'r!r rt our soil i,n€ 'r i i arty 

inttr ir crrJ t„ t,.ir .,f _;rn aM `h'a. tl rx.,>wr r o JAil .7 , I I . ;I ,nr, .t  ,itJh of ntr. P~, ~n;,,rern is the r ., n-ecl a 

fra .k nrarra. IF.. tr,,ill ,P ",:? ~ a'it .w, r.. I, <.nit l .: iti'~ r r.,rll  o rrri'[' f r;ti~r nnr- ins: ~+ ,t i 

co Ir. c:o r r : 4n,i e , ii y' IEi.,t rilF r~s tc, rr sly r,rs .- , r.,,~,> t( t:'+, r n Nrt v.t s t tlti i,~ c

th-rt, th lei" i€ ?l r :tr  r✓rsr the Committee on C$t ii to Change  rricr1 our it the (a,erernmcnt's depen enc;; on a nohow 

au , i-rir tie needed. 

Memo_,er he.fe r er Lior,eP 7ai_it c ara exctmptes of fnrrr 7a s, ncI i g C"orliin' cr-, p i ixr ., l `an=ing arc. se-, i~r inf grHen 

man re., in ..sj. ^g n c; lrc For st. ..io sc er es, rna in to yrci ini:; fa nir.1 c: d :sir , Ni, its: cc rer ,Wrc s t au "U!  IF _t ssr la E ̂ e 

have as 1 1i::;0. e.x: Tli"•Iles ,?f f . Ur ttl [,,shun in ,0e ioU  s. ` ha_ is _() it ip  i t th fE' s, .rhe -e p o? or r. oid ,/ a' tin . We 

have t:o l:,ok at 1P ge 7dr., bi r w ; nho i.,ae. to :_,t3 .t r, V. y r v Jrr . r f our sii~ , or dg,- lir , s , is :ori:inc s. '•+Ve ec .d cant:?_ that in 

the r t`c c - sh :'otinrl ehrrte a coupe n'_wrwks .y ii is r, nr 'er cc, an -o .1

We also need a proper analysis of the state of our soil. we have heard how Wales has put a progressive, systematic process in place, 

The Committee's report has drawn that out as best practice. We would be wise to follow the actions of Labour's initiative, which uses 

a tiny proportion of rural payments to undertake the work. 

Iwas struck by what Professor Chris Collins said in the report. He, talker about the need to define ww,at e ar! b r ail I' .11th. He 

said: 

"Th. .n=iu to r c Ki,- ,_=,c', direction, e, r ,r r"cr: r. i vd. ri nt ~i 'fl'tn t h,rt s ,R i 'rttth i  indi i*i f,fl.l,, th mien <i 'a

evil+rate

It is so ir, por Lar _ tl, At ixve I .it t ro tb rigs n :}lase, 

The report also draws or_,L Vie °-eav', LO t riii J to ipvrtr ,t €;ioci rei ity uric su,-s .ur i U Ia,ilw' rr to :Jiv isi r  ̀ u;icl 

soil t; uc! lia I 1Lit-sr i : J I .nz roil ier 'sa t t st€~:g i ld r;ud'o r : tr=_ ie~ intaho iuh=ay , w .t s ° e

enc i vi .e t Ze i ec. st yt ,c vri~ rie c °.ill t auk It_ c #i`, nl. 1e: ;1s . e` eu'-.ire 

mitic<acu. 'o h:rn ti III urn-;:•n: yl1 i i lMac's n to iasf tie:' Ng, nisi :r 10'551l.I,a Ga'_ rei sirI It ut;°.11 iit<. p Iiii

0.4';r, an - uc.' in. roc •se e s I cg,' i l _;relv.' I sv. ;viU i- r e he a 1 .rn er's n a t' iw',,'gill :hr a .;st ..or i g e'tren 

furl t ei ' err-'0g,-- wid ti , c, ve r nt me 'e er':;ui - tFtat t it : a, _i s.' 1 ipe 'fie tirr_Aines are nee =ec9 io' , it t t i.7t t'_rar~al 

word: 

When ev•ert .r 'le to se IEir UK peatland sti _'tef : I issow shot we have se iP r _t_,w u';r.h the 25-year plans that my hon. Friend the 

Member for East (F,r r ,lei:(_+_41 t r"pj . r _ hQ I ..  - i% - l _E vill .Pik r =. U'( Come to liQh, ' v' hat m+ ~ , ll be in 

the peatland plan in particular to ensure ti I ., t;.:at. restored and is perto ; i'L(A id. !,,

The report was published before the referendum, so I ' 1 1 1 l r?sk the Mini Uilnr aboi i' . t,ti_as t :,r i .r is Pw.r fi t r;'Oil I lrir,r 

the EU to assist farmers in making the transition to a << r , I icier, o ~c:r~!, pet Eire;, E n , t  ii i i , =.z:, ,sit 

have access to the five-year conversion and maintenance pa  i s r c:,, i , le tight of the fact 1 nett. ;o .i l r i.a It 1 ti



RLIT0000222 
RLIT0000222 

t~ crs is r u rc - etc° rte ov:,r t= u rnxt :oe ;le ;,r ~or;>, the t >veri r ant are a 7'rkef, >_, s1F n r' iY =apd_ .c, ors I try n., loi.. VwIat `ut,ire 

-ppYr1 ,ill he, prxne'r: t,. r U• ')s w' Zvi at ,.ic <s uA ar r its vile' heJ nr,ke avc lal_Ie t make the necessary 

changes in the tMture? Answers are needed hecouse farmers are raking choices for their futures now 

The three r man,; 3ement requirements used for cros-complia ice have failed to provide the necessary rn c. tr:ive to 

drive ss i t tnlft t ri¢ ~,a €c It is clear that the scheme has fa Lac! to pn,t arty audit farms, and there are loopholes in the yrstem. 

Whet t,il_ Lii t- ~ r r .. 's iar it r ite<r ~n icplacing that part of ria-. td ent pro -R tir±ae? As kue',_:rte heart!, we al.L ,cud to 

exam.>r. I Ie! rrt , ...t .i .; tt(_;ic like',_iri,-i. I wilt not gel :a t ,ur i r tt_r tE ,r.i.,'a: <u due to r i. i_irr;s , p I rni Ire' tan rrlr tie ?; tii i.~ ,,ue :)f 

offs,t,till U .S SUJs. Se. t I , rs, mcirry IlirporLui 11100iILms in ucnier:iiu, tl ut, su it .> ir~rpsr1ur chest .0 0 _>ci : ;.uiriir it a' DUll, , r'ooJ 

mar,r:;g,. cat. 

I also want to touch on the issue of contaminated land, not tenet because my constituency was drawn out in the plain and because 

the funding is in , Brat_ iii the light of tfi, _ ?tc?n't sfsr ft n !iol_i~-al gee ?i"s ,ring rert s^ =d. There are a ni . cr of :antartainated 

site,, In my 'r ,i F,le €, ~j, Ti , err yr _ , l igg  t€i rr ;I: ,rf L  1rr,, i,ica¢ rain the hoe. r'i.;rrtberfor 

ROCS d,,  _ ; i rit;rr c, €,",a±ci> , rr vs' it ., ,;€,t I heat is. and I v-' is ~' t €? I f ' r,= < ' 9,=, hs I'. f'"rzris fr€ ra t,j is (Mike We ,0ut 

Mina tE  `~, v Cat( 4a r r.', Pi I LU P U" r ri , 4,/ ible fat ant. 

It is a i.~ i =.i" r s,lr, r . € c, rhartl r , l=ousel e, es; ll i r -lr ;, .i~c o,, , r 1r 1i.ir;ihey deal Wit ttci, r I= a ,ir~rti, ,tell pus t !•~ proper 

fun

I hoer,- n «n n i rr „er tif , i s .;r_irar = te1 rimy br ,t r' i 1'r kriit. is end iinv, in i rrr;nri it r,o f  Ili , hr :hint!' t nt, Most 

import .r ~,- rai.l, we are h c, s`r4re inl: ern rt,, rrr;m~ 'rPF,; rrir i ..sell it . nr ,.'i3r,i . i. ir,a~ nr ,,,h. i It . ~r ,~.r '' on , ir lent 

tor r x C:r ih s  ii —try h pi:, anti, 

© 2..5Qpm 

The Parliarneantuiy Under-  Secretary of State for Environment, Food umid Rural Alfairs > 

(Dr Therese Coffey) 

14 Share 

It is a pli,'ase;!e !.., s ,-ve un '.ertou for thin- dcuat , p`r L si , and I cot -arat_ata:e tl 1 2n, 'Ie, btu= ft hV :Ikefeh (Nlrary 

Creorlh ,, r.hl ch a r.`tI it =err .nr i. Y_ tot Cc,rnr er  ;1 sF cu ire, _his de'+ate th -)uh se vifti lie, e t 04"~i 

some- et 11 1 nr. r i to nt sp-er .es e ,o re gar ; u!~rl;^ we'll it`or€ iei.. sia h r s l tt or;, m, nr :t. Erie .,(t , = IC F U 'ii or `"aurton 

Deane (Rebec:ca Pow). I hope that I will be able to cover most of the questions, if not alI of there, during my contr lout ion, 

Soil is a finite resour' <and it lai.ast be p r r=ic+ it i. .n ci u d v„ t ..a ale i . .~ _~s~it ,,,, no ,u.i ;ie range 

of beire`t*~ ,t larc,rtri~ , I ioli.rii tc nee ,orluctlon, bi"cli. 'rsi"y, ,ri s ,a t. i i la is ..l tts c' .i r _ :ci frur _ ha_slthy 

soil . sat: li t 's„y ito u K.: il(-'C` irP . 1 r`G nT i" ties E i) C `f. tt in 1' taJt Im ,2u~ of Utl 9l. 7r E, i. 0 f~P' ..iIP:_, 6 „t:;li"t td r, s:`. I' tifli ter. its .  U 

our soils is integral, to our thinking in the Zia y' r envireti to t l late uit t II,u,a, fanning and asheries pawl, 

we hove _,ilh-rodI, ,._ i ri r , o engage with key „ oil experts t < r, i rl; lit ,r pl _ti U  and to storing out t=, and that wiii 

ii'" —' 
rmr Fs iU C; ~'•'i.^nt f i th U -year envirIIE"r lice t to i ',JIa1t .i?  U, 'l8 .r.=`d;?'irl for that ,fir " k. e:kld of 

this year, and the full plan in 2017. 

A her h, t <en set runni _, s,racl ttr. ptr<,t -eI t-, sr,,  .hr l r _ ^. sins.-i o,r Air,, efu Iii i:;iat, accord n rr rr,, ra .3r r`e~tic teal's; 

rep-rt, t n l :art Isr r ,hello i°,ncr,vr r "tr ire € i'11 <nr;, It r  r€t+- r, -lnr ij.~ t!:1. hii~ln . level„ hat t  `s rep r °rh_I° e S,rrey. 

On  ' fE.;7~CU r `:'•r r it ('-' r!,1 < ,  ~~t;tn in r n L: n- i r t t?r, rtl „ .lpp ?rs t gho t zFU Iii , n.7 6:r l g,lr ",ds.sr r, Dt 

act' ar ,' ~ ,rlrr i~ ra tier runes, they tend to be seen as a pest because there are so many. In the west, there are hardly any 

to be seen z,  
p rt ;f I.  ,answer. 

The Dieter .hi. .: is  -ur°y in , is ear th ~e "re anti; 10^ hr yea's t=.ft .': 1  iskr d  r •rd officials ro I.aok rot that cic":r kJ•efcre. The res h did 

not ik at Ir ic na y l;=qtr 'A so c;, atd suh tors, T it n, t i-, ba cv d f, r h ,re .or n f parr .i F 
vi 

fie a l ,ak ag ;t t'e s,`•.ri i feel ~n 

the re;e -ch gri_.ip'9ict s' vi r IIr -it .- iele a s n° ou 1fJ i tr = vF.;rs of mineable rock phosphate left. That shows how soiietiract a 

good,t t;:d e •iotrre~strati! hr ,.!e ltt e c nc.b. nt it. 

As has b e i n _u c :?rI v r ,vty: tit-= i;c see rir_nt d ear; a i i e ir: tl r it mspon tc the Cc mri ttr'3's i igr :ry 'hot , pl nnLeg 

proecss ; iEry irUA i _ir ,., i r ar dear ry e Iu' U +aon_ )i U st ss, rector i5 s=ine : i4 . 1 _ tae, iUU do riot eti thv,t L ut is 

enoLr;h, I of =et ) I ,rrint ou Cnr __ t -'al .i tarp se 'par Ile Sri:• I. cI  i' tr.pie  -ulJ 0T , Us t to sc kc yr She lyri:.e 
on ki rsFysi .c,,andr_1 an^ arta ria.d`,an1. is`.eir.f r . Lt, rntIu.pc,r-t0=a_.LA' ii' .',•ecid te inc i_at. 1hr:UN,r k-
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L icf er it s t! .rt , !ie ro! ct n ! I =air` c a t! a ;Ivi art er::: I' ,crl nc _a itt; i:',7t oe d t.:, e iol- G rel, ,per ,:nj ai'rf we 

a. o =fro it  th u J p,-erg` o  c r lu icy clr:r r gri ulr ,r. ford. ! vvitl tcl;ays rap vith the Department for Communities 

d!. a an. . ntnn . >ar ;rod -,sr, ds Jl 'tli.hon,M9ennberfoiBristolEcs. (h.rr_N atli `.-. 

We recrxu iceth Lhut ~,IiU lot be dev,_,[opecl that may still puse, 1 relc= riJk. In those inst it is clear 

th  ° _r,  _ _,r! c t:il, : iys, :, t., C identify contaminate La- and ensure that.:'itk to human 

N "..€r1"i o:',,J Pi v r, di - ",ncrci .:wL ,r ,E I-1h, I I EE 11451 Ut-,o (l+￼nrEfy who is LmblF-  J Clt .w-!rp and rigoro pursue those 

I rL . In i ? u 3e r i dI it roosar  a k . elr ds~r  , tfsif. Ir . 1 F .i a ~~, ;rrl.,~ s E i ! r.L ir, _,r to

at.„r ,, t to 'u  ,  c' r" pure taut LLo -c utt! e rL, co at  ui cou I. rLis Uc: r u„tio ,?u, .Ist .0 w,, stand 

to pursue. 

Local authorities have the responsibility of deciding the priority given to contaminated land. I would like to commend Wrtkefield 

Council, which P =d a, 0,,lttr overfive years tot ! , _,tijato ir,rn-up ofcontamrr a1 i tr ,'G_ In oc he 

rep,,€ is ,, "c , termini z 3 whether Local autii .F! i`1 S 1<<. , l,fl a:_ r spond to the two most nt su

offi t 14 did not, 'a soar ,r , gilt sons s i,y. No impact assessmert l-,,ro r ,..0 .,rrtaken. 

The hrr,n hdale (Simon Danczuk) s 'it a particulor site. ! understand th t sor 

to d rr_' it uis ,ar r=rr, tFlc=t lir cn ;- it _n C Th rr' I , ~r7r_ ~ rt d _ rrl. ait

once a S :e i p{: C vn lt7l,ie. € iri nff r tl`i, c t e €:P irtr;';er 4 h,a been corn cic'r1. 

On soil car b n 0 id .lir;:atr c.h: nr~ , tl a: cr is y= of 7tr e r a.` rri d t )u rn: ier,`s _upportforthe Paris initiative at i

frier.<Ly ! anc.scc ie .e wu haste h; i hr Pri .ce r 'at ws`s ntr_. 01.=3ia! it as t =in , C :t Of _ysu se, Ne rnrr,t L e 

mett ds _sp ro F I ic,_ L , ou= lc cal :m; or me to cos f It ,fl. . GI aor:ur t.ie orr Lii te_= Ic ni Est _K ,.: It Lylpr.; tr in'. ec se r,irL=sr 

storr<, e ceFc for p_at and, o  :h'ae'Jait.d n, .fo -i hcs e iic;ll p :10 ir 1, ('ur oc ;s isth, 'et-re ~'r,e! re=tonic 1, 1 ;hrr ucc 'n

Govt= nn ant fur -"!in - sr=ch as ir: th _ Dc, K °;,a ' rill im ;ro, ement arc n a -d r' ur ierrtec. - at,.inr_  recto t Nn, , ndr hrvugit 

suphorti q I,riv to _actor- initir<tives, suclr as -he Pe rI  code, to pr tit,[rh tool ai d e tpc ta.i-.ities to invest in 

natt; e Isc it C- tin,,: the 10 Li -e , ..c+. ,rt j  d> If. re ia_.rL r=' p=ot use in Ii- irtiwultr,re 

On ullllur _i p- t, we are cc ilr,tLe_ Lu sor;_nt irrl= to era ; uvl '.ir l o o', Flatus ar a 1.dea t c, e c ge' pant 

prod ?ic : dr =r p ruc °urrcii_lr-!,, =cre ails kept Be c au _ ! sti it.u,,~ la~ , Cl;! it  I. ne fug ,see: ct.ne`: r, a 0' n, Lc! .n -.arc that 

we t; re 'urr ti r pl .n a r uns_ vve ratt :a .e ';,at 9r,F drain ec' pe ,t r nut in any - nr , it are= a a d :hat 

is cvh nx h€, le ,ee v  T g t'iitI sh e, Int rrr= ,u all ,! !, °t fs. t  Of vu1 =_rre to vlAu ri t { at.;°nr? str et (y, i cr i, pleased 

to soy, tI ' trot e , it  I _ t Cr>nsI ,tu or- te_ _eI 7Ve will provide more detail in due course on how we plan to CI  nt ria5' 

stmt ,y nk. igl_nc''rf"cit ,,irec'.rec€dy wit rk!ngonit, 

Some i r:. r }ILi it c,,d:rrk .,{ In @uI<<_ is being invest' 19 5I  in projects tosupportthe natural environment, including the 

restoro *7 ~ r> has not been do not have a fi l l  f,3r soil health—I am not aware that it has been 

dentin:,d !rt titcli r'I cif , c ti~ t it is fair to soy that, when we fi nally have the 2s-year environment plan, that wilt help us to target 

the I SUarcC to the i igi"!L I'.aces. 

The t t': III f n one 9;ayout. It is not considered to hr_ p rt i I i rt q fo , ,vcarr!„ hmc Ire°,![nncl peat will also be 

con!,,Jered in the En Tratecly in due course. 

We;,;.ree that is is 5- ti It t rr iai tr jai, rercls. -rut ve ian. .i I > c i urn- th<,t v,. I , dilvibl 1 ublif (u~ . f_ OS. e"r-Ct ,eh;. ( -St 

50 l i raL. It 5 C 11  er, slo vlv Ove'tlt`ie '•n1 701, mo,-iit4 in , S lx., n c 9te`in' i5 `ot .!.,0 IC' :€ a}, , P ri .,1`a ' l irl fiv' 

year<. TI - t n v a r,=e 1 . nk ,p ,i i ..ao°.~_nt r  i I af; t , ri ;q s a :.,nt np-•d -a tc ah it  lI pi 1 of-.oi ne-ath, 

including remote sensing l:.iioc graphy using drones and caesium -137 rad', tl 101111 as a tracer of non-visible soil erosion. 

In thin ter'ter ,' rnr , t . re . )0I :e, ve etr ,red to the pa. r•a'', all, r l a n,; f;,. me=, data. I 1. Ii ,isu wi it _ ie "or. Iv tE, r t -r'v'%cak held 

said Ubt tl,, lre- ier -fl S itt.:.ive .vn ti 1 r .a 
_U r en" of i-, er ; asd the coC. sal _a tl_ E o a I lr1 ° i2 .or C., ccr,i rse, 

but I will -et 'act en °,vhc : si = s id. 

Traditionally onitol i, f arse ltren carried out b5 it  '  i l,'l- rl' monitoring events. The Lost ccrar El r, cl se , _Ww U ac r',J 

£10 million. An anterriative . r r,aul.i be to have a roll ?tri p ,PC!?li€ ark of moi re )i ir2r:f, -'-here a rul., .,ct of Sites are monitored each 

year. The  'i Wo  r .ci ,ic,€ied. Th,,_ rl(I l`,id ,,.- 1..   a- ',I ,nr,ilIcrtha GhcaL of Engls rnL .rEt. ,,a!,,Lr,L~rting 

thattvu a : as€ _4 .rc-i r Llig . urra 11 I . r brit rrlc, i , ,<a fII 1,1 It  ;s Urtr prar l.tlo~ r;3 thcr , _.<l,..xinr ~rc.,r t. . r rt lyd, r.,  'our 

unit. :stc ~tal'?g i ,.c rti to .8t;"t r i _L, VB -_JllaL  .4t sr'r 4. rLi tr e lc, ul ~.lY !, +UY ~[l5, ul' J ,1!G U 11q to H H4_ Lr_ r

gap Lill  .j y l :cl , ,L Lc- . .w t it. ni.' nc?:, , iL v.;~ ! s'lle ~cr ,,ij, °fi, c:u. r a9Tr: II '  iLl '-rr~, ,tii .rr +,vill 

stun,, vvI is rcir't I,e . rnno tc. r~prsu 9 tine  uuc vr . al, i ;bur r'r 5'~l1 i of ti ne lui ¢ilr j s st :rt. 
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v •• Cl ntt a t " t 1;1c y of >~~e'= pr zpc„al hot wVM cc=,c r.roc rd .-15i Uv~ aye,°', r=y t ,J e Scr riP g i a it ttat i, C Iy 5 he 

cost for chemical properties one does not include the cost for measuring earthworms, which my hon o Friend the Member for "iaunton 

Deane thought we should do, 

On cross-compliance and future agriculturat pot -_ ~, y%,, introduced new standards in the 2015 to 2020 cap and it is too early to assess 

whether they are having the intern dod Vi pact ml to say that any future agricultural policy framework will absolutely have 

the environment at its heart. It is not just aft,; uc not compromising soil health; we must took to enhance it. 

It wof jl on c6ffi ,4Ir ro J(Slatisn our i)In, h,'Y C _ ^Cr.":I n, thr + h:, r, Li4t I assure hen. Mrr tl , €it mtlon o C to 

ho . h a r , r,, i, > t t .,, I' . for G • 1 i t .f1ciats atthe mowent. With rr,., !8 ~, to Thr ; rrl , „~~n t I,I n FR

n~fi inl . ,rte rrrrt~ E~ a :eri rr, iGr ,hs a~,I e ta s  c, 9t rnerr t r ,n i rn `Ia.r rr., , .;,, Ir. fir , `thP i E

r for Climate Change and Industry, my hon. Friend the Member for Ruislip, Northwood and Pinner (Mr Hurd), to discuss that 

this month. 

IcoPi sciy more about r,ro3_ectinci w.nter r1urility. Th re sire some ne V rotes thi t ti e hc,aae "or ul  ..e pare om-idp ins, those 

respc,n r > r Bret ,Ith, Wr= r II e s ,nt°. n. !p ,re rr.-' ~ In rot ;n r;rir , ti ;t ffr;c:t rrr- hr, . r, m thct r ser:P=s of 

mea sews rrr h pr~eniaag through the countryside stewardship scheme, which I hope will help farmers to do their bit to improve the 

soil hear i ,;a he-;r have. 

c 7 rrm,.uia, su tsic es: the hen. Mem'oer for Wacaefield ^,ill '-ae r we°e t',at sae Ire natthe teoFI D pertn vnt, burl the pr npe'~ed feedstock 

r~ str ,-ta -ss -«will - eI_ t;; erel ter our ob -1ct s, at „•,as ran< cr ter-- o-d I.=wr- arhon sI,na ;gy, an ar di - eca wrc ;in;m ne„E o ae: abic 

C', de~,tio plants th-a it - er , _F tcF us a I lr G,rc ao (a of - a . or ee cr -,ps. Th +t i- wl_y en _ ar= lroking to restrict or elir Tin lte 

paymaa bi pa derived Irut r-pops. 

In caoclt ~rrr, ti , n, refits des i,!ed from healthy, at ore m inn y F r ri ;,v,rrk har! to .,rc titaise tI eir pmdc,ction and we do wantto 

ensure that that is not at the expense of soil health. 

Mc 'i as lapsed (S°

rot O9ce 

3 sic 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

(Luton North) (Lab) 

Shae 

I beg to moa', 

Thee airs , r, •,rr n, , ,,,, < =' r^ra the futarie

It is n phcrrsi=re t i s -nra ,Jn , Ier your chairmanship, MrUt/ m Ae.~ ec to ,ec are this important debate on the er a i,> th

Off c F '4t r a8 'a ar fir 8S'.: n, ,, C  a.s .-Ct rsl.K" pr, sty ys ,y f:. Y7 .it a`]re m "dt l ith hF ,,;C' m _role. .i tl .i V orl:=3rs 

Unim , vi aich pr •aror;~g Inn ci{.?. sN3 rps t, awl t o <, a yes-ib of the; un an. 

The Fort .ad :c i ,`Cct ig as 'e :at. . It_r cu c atsi y •ea:_an , u C `cc;iI ,e,  a  e,.s c U h,'lc • ,c se . bc, •arc ' •9 

post rtFr .s :are rt de ar ha sa_-, a aa; r`ae o_' Un 1e ,-F .anE`st  • s4car h r7  tr •n :ncs

coma ti  di  sea iner'_a ttiat t ~nr`tl- ,, P„st,~s'rf •a .. ltom .o~• vt ts nI ,yclMrr~l,.-ss u try= a

Off c to d r to:aed,ar .thuC tit:"na:,ntro ss ,,dj• :ac{ av -ra -itl- = ir :.71 pr =ri et :tt° ni inte«a 

a Covernmt ,, rt 

era , 1~' t' ri3 
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This is a mater ai . r e, as rlttr arr_ Ir- nd in -he I'o , t,f'fce'a tr , e6 ' ',or in or ti La k G`ci ;aru-'or trcrvu; fo

reve c t he ie r se Ui to-ag-` rr I fuf;are, or ,o o a f -)n. -te in'utu.-e . Lil s it .ar aot `vu ;iv; si i l ly by ,.al'.rsirg 

cut 11 jes. lg lrr~sgi fu -he - cc t cutti-g pure: ILaar .ana_:nr rtt_ts=,p ae-~uL--l;ar[ ~ul arh' rn „arc: ro, wcd losare: ar;J 

frcnr.risi,-g—ar -f . to, eti- r, -al chos=.+ei ,, itclr. -' flit E1r:,t Effie Itself, Ii 16 i t. is, -inr inr; as r1 ctt d customer 

repr Cr. at ,es a rr,-vc?ol a rreo ,nc ul <'sn0 0r ill : n',: pCc. a f:_ r t"a f .turn. 

Mary Crcagh > 

(Wakefiel. ) (Lab) 

Share 

My hon. Friend is making an excellent speech. WHSmith is now operating more than 100 post office branches. Does he agree that the 

franchising operation means that the Post Office is losing experienced staff, providing poorer service and offering a smaller range of 

services? For example, the closure of the Crown post office in my constituency means that the biometric enrolment service is no 

longer offered. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

,4 Share 

thank my hon. Friend for her intervention. In fact, later in my speech I am going to say more or less what she just said. I thank her 

for reinforcing that point. 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown > 

(The Cotswolds) (Con) 

< Share 

I congratulate the hon. Gentleman on securing this really important debate. Does he agree that, as a result of its decoupling from 

Royal Mail in 2013, the Post Office has lacked an overall strategy? It should now be rethinking its whole enterprise, which should be 

one of growth, rather than one of contraction. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

I ;c th ;.he. fo t, m,:n. in  it htsl IC ing is I e app te of chap, so I want the Gavernrnentto pot the eiyht rae,-rind the 

er io e, : xr ;n on irnpro,•,,e i'.. 

Albert Owen > 

(Ynys Mon) (Lab) 

.1 Share 

I concur with everything the hon, Member for The Cotswolds (Geoffrey Clifton-Brown) said. Many communities across the country—

particaakc  i O' ~rr~rarl r -, U Eui lc,~ rr booi, e  , Ii to in addition to Lhe closure o own irthces, Which 

arch  f aLi<a,ur c` L`I t C`fit .',._ lavee ,,.~cs;r I , arr

Kelvin Hopkins > 

c share 

I agree. It IS'  fh , t urr,l ,rnrr I it ^, is~ g ,e  Ii' ,,>, I ,I .>, r n..tirnes on a smaller scale, to ensure that people 

living in more d ,i?r - Pri arn,rn€~ acv r ,~ r + r rs, r tc- rh ces. 

Anna Turley > 
(Redcar) (Lab/Co-op) 

4 Shore 
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=td Pr -_npFxt .r--ly -ro y =;nc yr'sc'ec ,Y c , I VC1rttrto V p'.,reD(0 ,,tl-ol- ryI=on,Fri',rrdthe 

Meu r to for gray . r6a' r t'^,ib t owe) ,ads a uri fi r tnc of S,.ry e =1I pr St lh- a it Fr, i„e set up -.0 "are ;ue Pus. al e c ite-1 

man je £.1 bili 0 .r t orr arr .d ti e r,Jrtlf is campraignnrg In r uLr P,st a"if,] .e to er til e r. 1 sty ,a{ <u' 2x ,.mJh int, rr: arn::ia 

services as a mr on . of incrvas raa value. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

My t., , ;;r it ~! it -rra: , Ti n it, wwfr, 1 ~<a

pie i 

The Guy r n:,aan - h m and concern- mt - t ir, .idt rar, I n, Ic. e P rt

do i t i°rat rn ;ins,, it .r rt t s aRri;./ h &r;-it e=rr,, se, hr4 sir.=s r , n 1-i ir,; ire -hc 

Go  Fw- P -4 ,f3 G , t.l. r,,ar# , sf~, t~ , e  ts, n 1:c p mc rr 'fi: I a .a sir fr, thr, P.. t t, fir:;

The Post U P e'v cu °en g cK ge rueas out ir: Vw °cF rU 1 a, rd r,qus t be -e ac-,d 1 r o et eca: to trc -eg , ar _i s pa..:rt 7r he 

future. Then 1cper. ca' or br w' n r to rn -nent an d € e F asr "I1 to must not br sir-asl, a ritua s . frir=. i re,tit, iu' ton

decline, For ctistln ors, F r- mEst gr 1 t it sec=:pus :s t -ket to  y or are the vc ,anr=a n f C ov+i c-"ac, ctr=. ur :s c,nd 

fro nM its s, =hir s fr_to',:ec -an ar: -r ro --roi lm- af'rrct-1a -0 Crot.rn t-sst oft -les n 21,14-15, 

My (tarn, ` nerd t`te r lerrrtrc lar to e gi ; rre .tE r ecr l u ..,,c~ -[t ,,ar setI ic€r
~,. years r~,n 51 3 rr  c rm po ty t r v i it oat ,~ rPt ~, +:a c; e.i ~ tn~~ ~  ~r ~voce 

times, ,.r S<o:nei .>a., : icy u€ , u -?vi, ,,, t :~u to ' of c{ tun yf r.osi`ior € ~Put ,i i ,ju s,, rl pro€_ ti to 13re by uAl vay 

fronchisr,> tat m u5 !e r p lJ lira lit :-y'-w rev rid of =cc -'ss °.; reFi U: e :bt 'ac= -1l s, 1_it' lirr' v °„ r -u torGr1_ 'it s tiae pudic 

seci':cre ( aos ,his , f w(- it' : st:era as. a , `e..,rei er,  , = r r s , .cu„ GIs , . t  aif in

Mr David Winniak > 

(Walsall North) (Lab) 

Share 

The I to  t,„ afi l , r 
€`a"`= 

1?tPr, ,~rrrarall Crr.t,<rn t,sr s,$ c' a r~~)r r:-rr , kt.,`.r ., Ps,;tt~ ft, ~~,ras n sr l

agr'!r`.iS'' Cr'r r' '1n F fr.'s" ;~1 \erl l - 2:i rIr Yil i3 >`If-t :. ~t i`" I 9~., f"i 4 4 lJ ._Pil .) ., v-r ti;:rlin, r,., s ?7P! , tl 11,,

advcisr` ft .t onthelocr '"kito? y, i'i , t Lehtfi{* ¢ 'LT1f1t '0 .,h: .1 . 1  1. 1  i Pry `it, lri,`1lt'u,l.' lr`!"rrrf >"r.Inrf'dl:yf 

disappointing. I am very , n not my hon. Fr

Kelvin Hopkins > 

Sha_'rn.

My hon. Friend demonstrates the point: we need to put pressure on tha. Goner irVI  cincd the Pc a c3tiice at csotla ca ,ats anc;r te,et :end 

in local campaigns if we are going to save the Post Office for our communities and its staff. 

For employees, good jobs have been replaced by insecure employment. In 2414-15, only 10 out of 400 staff from former Crown offices 

CV ie ttrP -: rr Cr .-¢ t J t , f  ; ' Jii_ i cr s v, u ,~s) a , 'ty <-dl C ,ra ;-tu sr.rff=,u=he reu -i i _rar

less GX., ie".,;4'., ,~k., I r%IUi .:;,, Iao sin, Ir]', . ,c( z:~~ -1;-. K7 t=Jxp, ,yz:= St , J„Et..4 t'. 6i'N p( ivU- ir,. i1G .(„e>, , 1. L r.„L'dr-r'r. I a LI. :l triiked 

Stmt- 04'ur':iia '.t `C:a'" c, 

Mary Creagh > 

On that point„ if o maA -at ar of muff is TUPF-erl n rer„ `half rr 41 and rift fnni1nnFd h,,r snit r=fharly nn the rrsinis'arrm "in-ae in n V rHSrn;th, 

even if they are on a significantly higher salary. That creates difficulties and tensions in the workforce in the new environment. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

{ Share 
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at ai=d aor` th id a s..~rin , o sper p' y fur a r st :it u t rat crt of „iscl irisi io, on 

c d : ,e .-.sat y e; no': uc :u EL of should be TUPE-ed over as they wi: ii. » utd notjust be bought ofivvith public money to 

c. al °a J_H :. lit tc nio- mote pr,nht. 

Neil Coyle > 

(Bermondsey and Old Southwark) (Lab) 

.{ Share 

Ithonk my hon. Friend ng this imp 10 *,Ent d h air, , I h; r ,s h issue in my constitIreof in rwhic. P nc..frir:rs Punt. nd 

}Rr='hiiinr''Pond Crneitri rr aro;ett  'th t rho fii' PF 1ei i i , :-rif arrent 

t ,ff cIr -inl} t t t r is , e>mpletely undermines the commitme ", 1hat the Prime Minister made at the Conservative conference to a 

ni - iiSibta e r r:,aatisn? 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

4 Share 

I wit i cor tc tc a1_out th far t t ° it 'te Os ia 01 ce s c'-ar loi:in; is efi eel or at' pe risir s .herle. 1 h+ ,t si outd b-- re,-'1st?d 

and ,:, pp,:

The s i rlr Ivry s ia'r vrt !r 11lic r~,r ..r rip ~-rir a L a cdri' 'he i1t.. `4u' a u'v.,l1~'.a 1. lain' 

frau y sw F' ufa IFT i ',iI is eC @ „rbii , t .rt isl , The tul P. aim at has beer; paid ,t i iiit i h l "4iu!

than 2_= ri,ilii( r c reecrr ~, v~dei ris, 1 1 E, po` €. C?'7ue ever La ury ici°lit,_;, the Fro _c C [ to fot u_ .rnlire €' t4u i ne •ui- ;act =all, yuI-

off t un .j c iu ,,ays r 101r g 'is ra, uc ng. 

hrsar? I i ,s4' r1 _sti(,r~ fo ,4ia 'ln, i Frarward. First, di' , 1' Gk'1 ill lot r, the Post C;in "' a fr; r, , t."I ACS. i, . ,4_ ,j t;r ( , )C1 zt 

SCtint lri <r _t (Jr irii. Seconrtlf, t n P st Cfice must conim, 9 v %E"iC(li Sit Itoih- - ::its OfcU ¢p l'3£ f i lE~i1doo i, ti ;Ity. iht> 

Go .rrr t rcit @,deliver on th it ! r.r..rru r . r _ire ri- _ r.at C.il . ci 'I €-.Ita r` t~,.~, nor Governn1srlt ,, s e scar €, , to I LK Post c„rI . I

Fourthly, the = -:a, , nrr?ent Shout;.) s_ _p csiI i`ub c t re t , at iis, , i1€i3. iva r..ing of Post Office '.Ct'r , c retailers. F, 'r t• r, the 

plan to cl I 'he =rc7fo, i 1 - ,.  < t CI r` should lie i.i H. I l , s cUr i: has a surpllts :(, ~. l Pillion at the nr .t =_rrt, 

Sixthly, t r' ,°st .,It c ' rnu t bec= i tilt " rr, the remaining Crown post offices to drive the growth of the new services and to give a 

secure suture for the per o I s.rt kl` c

fl ap P Offer•.^ rr 8 t r^.Ii'n ' rl> r? t1@ C1iI l! a rJi.. .^ , nn_I ✓'? C'Ct'Irq!n€9' ,(1l.rrt,.t f+. ttc, ton -1 trr&t '; th SP t i +O soh nnr rl oo(i t,^erns 

tw7ii ( ,, , i- r? t : E i SiPC ri f orECitP r ~lr:a l°, si 1 r 1: rn}0 t➢ ir7i1C 

oo+,nr Ir;iiip and urea rrr rI . i ii,r air; : iii -,-rated postal internal crass-subsidi, ar,, rand appropriate. i 

imr ,yina that may be ; t„ -n r'~I of the present Tory a rnt°Trent, but it would undoubteally be nru, pular with the 

public , Ijri serve us all we t 
_r I. 

f(t lr .i 'arm. 

Geoffrey Clifton -Brown > 

(The Cots.volds) (Con) 

Ia ael alit d f r c .,cl yo r e,;e, it, irt "n, ' this . irtr ,rnl .jrtcint tr .iota tr tti rin> . t ..IT l_,er `or ut n P.nr~ 

(Kelii Ii F apk.ins,; w o s ct. 'ed rIhc eel: ote co„7y, Ne rs ar-rr a pa ~~isr.-io' t if clI:sU or rrc;-.ch tin of 39 0  osI 

offc%. with a prole-.weef lost, of 2,t ?CD . abs sh_ talc tic -Itly be me_wirn h,,rrt=.. a: thv 1  er on Jest; ibed re Action in 

operations can onhy rowan , wr:;rse service for ci I:,ers, ton  queues, Fl t-- sa, iff, wine e r isr t,tad access and t e loss of a cnsci,a 

com .arrni`y rassr;. I I  m nt, ion. fv9ami er,, ar, he,-e trdrr,, be,-n~i;a .` ii hnha Cl cII un" In their n nn , to -=ne_t ar d,

I am r;o ¢f( r'er , r; F  M , fnr on nr ihr In {' rr , ?l r. ,5n Ji-t - nr e l t • :a r ,I I U  iin rr@ n n. , r,. , t th,-  eir Us t "Int . tic,st 

office pr v Ur sir , r 10 lie it, iher n( ivid, , t : ,7ri=: t, 1 passise, the number 

ofCruwn p t c, sc r ,-_.*hr. €"! jer, rrrt -ha,U f .i f U . r;s— CI draspeu by 1,,00 i it t E ,Ist

The Inrg=st i_uuir" or .I p inc ac.i ec nc; -Iic ina cc iin .rc t 1' n.1/ c nsi to-;icy is Cirencester. its brc;ricl, s r ne ft r , 5`-i p= apc-sed 

do' es. It is sue ite Fr ,'~ri r, to a--alc fl u to y c 10 Ft e s Jl I 1 i of i,er icy , I,rcluding acceS to ae ~s,  ~s 6•1d er- It , trx 

payments, criving licence and passport reneisal r, t+ to'/ tt rn ual_ ar S `r.,eir i e.-ch•.inge. Theta uu counter positions and two self-
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E. Ui''e r Jshs a _ ten sur te to 'or qu..0 > c ird yh Cler iai d. I`i'r  ich a irr blc. S4 wic: 1 vU tire.;,, r , east. oje 11u Et lc 3k  t 

ways for Crown post offices to diversify their services and crow their dwindling customer base. As I said in my speech on the Post 

Office's future way back in 2010: 

"The message that the Government need to dive to Cl e Post Office is not 'closure, closure, closure' but 'opportunity, opportunity, 

opportunity".=[CJfficial Report, 2 November 200; Vol. Si?, C. 213WH. 

Mr Gareth Thomas > 

(Harrow West) (Lab/Co-op) 

shone 

I do not no•,rrw •et _r =:lrc non. 0 ill=_rnr 1 iS ti7l5 e, oiit there are rurr.)ursth 1 ° h r,1 r_una a" ra ch.te = nrt:4un  nn+> aI 

therefore cic w =s r C1 _)iwr pcct r fic ; is itII , ar an , mr;ment, wits, a otr°itio l Ir =s 1f ) ne. tl'ink grit, delaatY min ht 

be an or, /t ,,rt o pros .re_rntne of Ofce'a 1 1 o9_iiin,rbf.>ittmtthiJr-Ai -of )o l 

franc'^ls= :7? 

Geoffrey c Tifton-Brown > 

Share 

at l to th e `Iu=, C r; i&-w i ,t,rn~ u r~I. Lho t' ..Pie atl,ril„)ri r i e ,u. ;, I `f r, rer-t If ..rr.' d:f ~e ,l ; 6 ,:ill rr~ ly 

resp rl l r i:r rr r ~tc~ ~, i- ti P~ A ~. wr i~ !=1s ~~ f ., vvd,~ot0 L e` i_lr i •.i ur .uut .h > II 1 r r .hia r r re 

but ert,ut;~ firs,vt , rr ~zkr tri ;e l'i'ar ,i'f,~, rr r,te ,,rr5tc ;le :'f 1= U1 airg u'[re _e a tiC u ° Vvu~..rlc{ 

like ry -,Jn. i rir ilC 'he A n ste= Lo tai, u uG 'cur r t a (k,b e t Jft e ui i iuc;'.ter 'ur its 

cust:e ricers. 

Wi is a pro rrrodel for the future, , h iJ-, .0 , = /1 ;:}ll, rf d's   i .her how much of`t€Qe business 

should be commerciu'lw profitable and I I '.,as of ittl r C3overnru _: ! , ,c -Tfn~;~r : to i ~fr,~~r rr _ -• pou,;d to subsidise. Although 

do not agree with the irori. F' let  €,,t Urt rr i rt h riu ; sl l r: , .i~l ~.. ,hir_ th= ,, re is no doubt, 

given F ii jnb, r of I c° ru,: i hron , thmt it UaI  hi „its .,_./ ur:ecf °;crr i Sri of pu,'ic r i, .i, I in future. That public 

subifsy ra r l=~ cirly defined. The bits drat can be profitable, such as tare Crown post offices, should be made to operate as 

a f r, ir.r rl. ? i3u r111 S. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

Share 

An internal cross-subsidy is appropriate where there is a public service component. When we had the Royal Mail and post offices 

effectively in one industry, cross-subsidy was possible. I think we should return to that principle of cross-subsidy. 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown > 

Share 

The hoe, Gerrtieman and I are largely in agreement. I have clearly saki ghat there will continue to be a need for an element of 

tax;.i,:ye--it,r==Jet. 5u ,,i y fur = u ncC c ijrs. htu i1,, s v ii r r s me ai tne -rric_?Ier rur , a a is crab 11 es, so there 

will :rev :uL',°/ be a mis'bure oft re comnreruiUz, Vt'ric" ne +db , u I. M u pt,,teci to the mG=A AM, and c ==_L re st o pr_!al +_ su`usiciy. 

The hon. Member ft- f; ° s Mon (Albert Owen) menticrir"ra thr i , me of banks closing. I have two important branches closing in small 

ruru[ @. ~frri I , lFitic In Mor ,tt,n in E'  f -in+f of tI a hr,k 4 ,.r ,rJ l .tr 2JLlrrenty ;  i_I lr as 

deposit Ing e uc., a rd di ov>,ins €?..i rit , 5cnsions and so on, ss l ',°>c s_r . i-s:: art ay trru , oU uitiee. If tlry l . ,. . ii.: :: _iien 

closes in those curlimunities, my n:r i ituents in those communit,a n,11, 1 i oItlr u_€ severe disudVantage. 

Albert Owen > 
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In addit ti tt -. b-nks chnsinra a>7d poor rso to ice ti ;.r , je, the=e i a lack of k torF ; r id hr ip of 3_e 

are asked to go online because they cannot physicu C t:--> tE ese build r:js, Eha.r: is not ovc, ahle either. 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brawn > 

..... . .. . .. .. .. .. .., .. .. ..... ...... . .. 

I entirely agree with the hon. Gentleman. I need to make prog ss now or I shall be reprimanded 1 3;, the Chair for taking too long. 

There is so much to discuss in this debco..,= and I have a ht0u., r tion in my speech about son ra r:, ri tive services that have 

been r~tt rlio,rr^d. 

Peol =r irf ran n 7 of :-n sir ;_.,nr .. r, ,at he do nn- vwl , t. vi list. _ I .:=rl„ th- Por=;t r ,fice as a 

car rir ;.t-ir;si r =e : t . „n ;r7r,ci f ncl ai , ; ii hat. Pr.rr I .> r;r; rr .tr ,. phrc , ii it E hHl c want to visit. The 

franc, lliSr mc. Ir i , r t)t 'IMP iry m h tit hlkS it is. P 7"ci `t:xi •('ts, fLr n. ,0m I)lr 9 n, Fri n++"i -r4£ r—

Was r, ì  r~ p hr)4"" 1~ ter, rr r ,.h ;^C„ h t g it s0 Va M th,.i .ire fr ih , Secs v-,r h(;r k 'it ,nr,-, P,nt 

oar I 'I rise li 'heIi! sr  I - i .,~rti)ni h o not wa1 a, ...r. ,a;~c~ti nr,,grant 

to manage itthemsehrss, I am surpzrised thatthe Past Office is not that path. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

.{ SIiare 

V llt%ic :on, G. 1titc raci : g, e =ay? 

Geoffrey Clifton®Brown > 

+{ Share 
. .. ... ..... .. .. .. .. ..... ..... ...... . .. 

I will give way one more time to the hon. Gentleman. 

Kelvin Hopkins ) 

< Share 

I thank the hon. Gentleman for giving way; I will try to be brief. in many parts of industry now, insourcing is the buzz word rather than 

outsourcing. There may be a strong case for that across pubic services as well as in the private sector. 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown > 

r Share 

I think it comes back to the Post O`  l _ r ,i€e. L i« e', i h t iit igas got. I want to come onto that c, Irttta later in my 

sperc,h, but the hon. Geni:!oman is right. The Post Office ry 1  u `illy how it oo s in to tl,a s world. 

When th<< Post o c r',.c ,,^ C'r .,1  cc ;h2 p"1r toil'-,Jc 1 I`' r '1 , r;fii,'., ,`t r  ),rs, ., r1", in Vo ¢ ,)rr T-P, a cr ',?:"✓ j't '=;i'ni`: "X, o1' i `t6,

future. I+ii)'.v, in 2(.) ff, rd l'h ., i"i4:`4 / i s Y01 u oki p- h'7Ar! a! 7,? 2 cli1`?.Ir(1 of more than r,.~10i.

years, si r1 1risses nr , • ri i)ur ,  7 , r lore. Curre ~~t. , r ~1 t Office pt ides access to busin

ofthe bi.i«er hire i r.treet f, , 2' r:1, , i t? vice. Howe.~H:r„ 1.i , lire s, r_; sly r and incansist..

across the network. 

Mr Winnick > 

'r Smk mr i e 

Willthe hon. Gentle nai.1 gi•se

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown > 

e Share 
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I ha v- gi,,en wa t an awrful lr;t. I mi ;ht writ' c toter i r y r;r~ec:-h, ~l al `3u1,, ttn.. r ant( Lk _ l_e Pro , C. itleman. 

For niurmated i. out a b t, an a  rdtjbte se 1 e bank acc rat 

offered resp~ n,,i .A,, rs,ctl i~ i pi=i aai e ,l ar,cans, wo.lM help _ t , r_lse the prof.. m of paydc,,, I:a~ i s , Ll ;L charge fatige annuals , r; as. 

It rid be of great bench si me of the poorci p ., iale in our society. After all, '  wholly owi rd bank

age, n+_t thstanding ice. , e ~~ rF.ing por ,h1i i cannotthe Post_ office do ii i~ r>_xi :,. -rr j i ~as inn nety exlrr'¢ii'U.!

off  rl. 2"vices, tas ii, L, n ry_ ivi1._'„ ...~'~w 'zhe char 1 • Lu .4 i ho s b.,  P1cr' a rnandute to increase access to financial 

sec  _ir„ R,,1 r. Lii=c ,c i; Chu have previously been financ j11, , ..c ud-, d. 

Phil Wilson 

(in the Choir) 

?hare 

C ,r1et, M .vl o ,;ar Ih h , b yen n r,is r.et o a it : °nc! hur .e a ;'eve, ati--, r ter he> 

tic; ti nt inn =,et ntc thr ;$a ri ,a le --,nrt f s or Ii l if k + an . ovr- „r, ,p, ill : p oc .ttra i~hr,1. 

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown > 

here 

(II 1  ter, 'wii.>. . It . C.

The Post , ~h r . FR~,t tc l r , i , `. in ti:r r l i ;ik1 i! i;i ~= ,a I i-.rr It issr , , 'ft r fr+l1 .e , , „rj i,l ,i: , i os" ,: rhnps it 

could sl t h in pr .irr~ ,. "'Pt J Ll U' :S rf. +sC; 1 could improve what it of4., [r t `s5 Internet 

hubs anti Misr r,, > r „f,:  , .ii nd cone: it 11 i ,~irrt_ € r  subletting if the premises c i„k lc,~ . , , as has 

beer c! „tie,.

1 pot' trip it= rn -,Ss Sir f ost "1iSCrP5-ec a Inc rh , s- r, If  ,h he In ~ -!, ,vhr; do ran incredihle job, Of r n t ,pv
h<,c th it h in '1 t r~-rr{ s~a, ~n i ~9p th ia,. T e h:ast If 4h  Lot nit and 1~,~s _,~r~ art rte -*h t € ~ap3 snl 

tr ro rqh , e I it tr I' 11 JJr r -t on ,id pt, np_ 
"sr 4 A"` ih tr Jp in tt, t'l ;, t n n`'.rn a; rffr. E ' C',1 n_, tir. It 

mu ~  ~ ; ~r ",ry _ it , .. "rain t r . . trr ao i' to . nr. art aet e.~ it 3 th(3 

right [ii ) f:rr I

Phil. Wilson > 

(in the Chair) 

She. e 

As quite a fn i` .it, •1̀e,irib want to t ak part in the de"acct= , 1 r ; rl P ; a.. _i. r . /Lair comments. I do not want to introduce a time 

b riti(:, 00 iL i +it' :,. l C. or to l"in Sr ho 1`',;,niuer fie: d to l e curet-u about 111LZitverions. 

Danny Kinahan > 

(South Antrim) (UUP) 

4 Share 

..... . . .. . .. ... . .. . ..... .. .. .. .. .... ..... ...... . .. 

I congratulate the hon. Member for Luton North (Kelvin Hopkins) on raising this matter. 

I a  re fnr F Ia' ; sl : h if :irn, hie 1. but in Nr rthern Ireli r c; :h-:re are s rrr . ft .? r;r;St affir :-s and we are gr.,ine hr :tir;;

saute= pr, 11 1s, ,A i ce;t; i, pr,rt 1 r 'sss=)need h ftf tir1n ant' and curie ; rn t 1- Y a ad L -.m-!tan i cr of e; l 1 e it rye 

soei., ~r ,rye c>ft ost cif e. :r- 1 t ; iry I t. a,, nip d i°t, i 5' , n in i,rI  cir I r oHv r°~n of , .iaSi ib 1 ,.-1 in-  t;m. d7l-d 

entera as sei ,t rh  T,r Io,. i t .nc n 1p.ar; i t r ti.nr s € ur.h ro ;re in i+. Tie 1,-=rth- , ho isP he, -n li,€~ ~:rrin j t =rri, 4n ti1e street 

as I i,r r arr,l .irtt ilk n ; i rnt ( ,:3 r _nl fr4s i _ vaJ, we 6 ., ur~T r ,nc rnr, 1i ors er1 hit, 'or' 1 hest 1 rust, 1 E ., 1 rrnirl it 

The ,:ur ~m i, 7erie .Plri2rk,, th ,y n , rE ,h-,;; cos 1  "air~~lwT aer lik;a tr r ,ini i ,, huh ; as ,~°,rf~r ~:v , jrnwid, ,i1 oast 

office.3 , 1 °, id sal . ,,r i i ? d s*r,2 ,,~ :rr 1to 
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I ha v- t. ce vpc .err on the. suhjec at >to,- nc it. w. , tf .a::  ar di c a r;ert Rio'; it _tu 1  1 air' t Lh nc 5i, DKe 

abor +. 1 -err- we ; u ari ii  abc at t IC th L;'ast Ffir ; r=ley c ad ,a U i ik_n j, br . cio o . o•,d u,ark lig wit"; 

ever<;a r,- It >in. a t iat  ii a + r❑ vi at i . sf.kap,artc I it. tat T it sei ier to re a rec' rat , ht en - of iiy ;rn tIi re; it c:ari= tIp 

agara. 1 ` e ye ter= rr 'ke IV iat .h ii  be .n mrle L ; o° psi. , iv~s 'hat As'=vet as hu. In .. of eve. -y is ost office cs a 

cent°.s a` tnc co in nI`, m . sh aul.; oho lYok attic _.•s vi ugs, :av - c rd - ai-s o cit:e  o ;irc€ry, , uh rind be rk i;ave 

gone s_in _ t oc he cased. V.e .,-loi- id . ar` to  ii . pr; c cr. inc is i id :ihctever corm -,arty oc ss _ re , ne~e, to 

iden..ry f Ie r;loi. tar we musts vs wFir;h are =ht -:oi tin c; sit hi d i :ae I_ss" cifk_'e. ,os ier than let d' ns ibouttho tt, rigs 

be rn, it oot -' tc g to otharc. le" its ;vor; tE:>au a .i t it d e er'-th :p c .geahe . It ut ido ere seeded— I thi • n; 

that was an excellent idea—let us try to get that to happen. 

We can .l h-car e. tro as e'ic.l ,tl c; cl rs fro rr'i r,ao t s,yrs; Issuer~ I ca -s , .vtg.ulr ' .<at r~ts. Let us try 

to fire: F+. i.io ,is Lhut shin pL U LE ::iU € r, u fhL t die Puf-a ~i-`ode rare --L t.;ik t how 

t0 ,s  c to a'r her of ice it .< po ,t c rrU n tort iiii acre been i ,svl -g r bc`ale , o f rd y pt"lce to u. i ie r_u _ uist ai d L "e Ic,, a,E etal 

shop wr-tci it d ,'vvr , L. li ar r6r•~e , it ISI r 1 :as r,-'a' a,  t uc .at tfae os' utFer iiar; 1 - - i  or,d ° e I: is s i' d jo

sot -?'e ~aor se i v+. .rs i 
'~L:.Jii, 

3 b bi tU nya:hic r. G ,, r yet= La L~alk tae'are the nev:s ases ~Cr ~t eriC~ nU r ,Nr"ft I`, tt~±;Lt _ _L~, Ul(t "ins Gam- 

succh a re uctivia. 

Albert Owen > 

.~ share 

That is absolutely right. Llangefni in my constituent., ' csmrla h: r~,t,' / •ir t ' c,r ument; those concerned 

agreed with us then. However, the Post Office has cal' , Ir rci  1 to close the same Crown post offices. It is not 

listening. 

Danny Kinahan > 

< share 

That e `CC" aj t e t tIt ;:; ti e F`;:'rst e}ffice is nc. I. aq, but •t r'cC,L; ti-. At lci =t it '"io, pi- I a ',.on _Ult,`f1th_,i ci-_it, in our case; but it 

shoe=d li=te he are derisn is ,re ~node. I e _fav ;.ie .--l.t  a rtc to ea h ;he , r nsicier - av ,is nd ,he ::er.-res of 

Corn r,I :ie;, a d r or:cto ..t',tir. 

Phil ' Wtilson > 

(in the Choir) 

.4 Shnre 

If hon. Members keep their remarks as brief as that, we may get everyone in. 

cD 25pm 

Marcus Fysh > 

(Yeovil) (Con) 

,4 Share 

It is a pleasure to follow the hon. Members who have spoken already. 

I want to suppo t the millions of Custenne-, all over the land w" ra rely c. a the Post : fhce service in many remote areas as well as in 

town A {tor a ice ra i a) close I u, .ny ^ I loge: East C' ke , s t I r,frde r = rid 0. in'.Jortant that is to a community; but it is true 

even in big too as such as Crewkerne, where the town centre post office recertly closed, 

Sitting suspender fora Division in the House. 

G 3.41pm 
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on resur..-i,ag—

Phil Wilson > 

(in the Chair) 

Shoes 

Peccaase we don cited Is minutes so the Uinsnrl, ae mitt now lhnPh no 4 A =yin. i wont to P don in t he Front t- nc here or :i quarter post 

:, a tt ta atn Act i i pvvrile limit the til ie ;liu( iPent LoiC, eveyann should get in. I call Marcus tysh to continue his speech, 

Marcus Fysh > 

Thank you, Mr Wilson. I wan nayino tint it in often only when a community ity tor,  ran t s of its pest  office that it a ! ai ln- r, 

wonsierful service the post office sy'TerTi Farrerdm. I speak in support of notjusa ton ' utir raoi s Hot tie o i r ski n I;t ; , .I„ thrtr 

seance. 

Post offices ore often owned be hard '- _=ori<inc to soili _s who t ans.ar lly .col : •1r Wns tin improve I ehi tin epic, a arofttob,titTv end Qr, 

more foctfoU. P stsicasters run` P7` . of the r , ,ntr y's 1„500 rrcos opine brooches, but the, Lack a u r ea:i n 0ul .;non meoiiiershio or 

collective voce They are r _ar_ser ser on; , h; the Nuctioc at Federation iori ,,f SFsli>F.ist ncs,:Lers, a trade r isociat. on chat is funded a ort 

by Pot Office Ltd, Nitspy oh of executve tie ore e The r son recent lit , riid that "wit he Lit  i,eri nos chr son" to this Pest Office Ltd P ..tIdees3_, 

"ther+c may not be c nci:wvo k to fight I ar i,., trio In Form" 

Successive Governments have spent h litterer. so hi .dis 0q Post t> Lid, e ,r, a d hii lie not fl ;.pa+, t s' rnooey Pros. beer .;.,sad on the 

intent  t( 'r +i per tin ,i r rrnotion prei if Ii 'ti-t1E, cob tab tar not yet p roved 1. .1 tc• to ti _he eico' i : .o.ctoino t . 0o P preP (1Rbk. The Post 

ObicF hm _ tinsµ.d its lasses In the lwutflnaiieii.il yn p Mesta alas__,. s t., LIOnS P111511 dune St. e ec paerise of peotrrlu. itsis' pay and 

Incic 7611 .p nlnlliiil liinnu,on h u t re :iundanaieS. Ti,e toJuliallue 00501., hoc nutlered:the quoaeri Pe'i1;,21n and extended apeilir p  rioum are 

cornet:F i .ii :nconn'a . rP. to ..SF qn .i.e i Yi d;a Aob[e. We. ran 7t nod .shy. in tits ey e tires, postreosiro(, .ii ., i ta. ti ;p to staff ci: en Otto n to 

their bar; e., s on lo' lOiS 15Sf i' ~Jt t )  r4 ...1 office now p. ,tia. ,. Cry rod.aced raven Lion 'i'roon core s,or. ces ships,, make many tt tr 

post oft . ,.. .ia no pr .I t.nbin, ci-d I know irclrn speak ti .0 pnotmact.eni op ond .i0551; my ,iiS ,tai, i c/ thot ..Hey  Ors, tueri a nraly 

concerned c„ )uutwhc ilei thnti; will be able to keep sil k, oath those tla apt;, 

Hon. Members have made sicfnoit traeful proposals rintr =;, the dehet., , niP erp 'Ii i Government to ',, F IL:IIOr them cor0if!1y, 

because Post Office Ltd it,,ctf i ,=:i,. n usia In been . r i, hvintuc plans Sn nt 'nnrinu ue, i sorvces at "tOilO so revenue in a lv a Belt 

could help. A growing numberot pent cOon brnnrrhnc c re on f. v' E I, ^B el ̂ ' v (r i-IM , 11 1115' then' 'li ci ert''sed on tho Vol ens 

Business website alone. 

One of t e key lest ' , w:rh t ,Q h"r,rn h', e rn adat that we flee—:. t : ont at th at tiltS corn[Inter evtt. .m On ci hir P the, mania  nr=mi vc,, k ashes 

is wt' r "I t ;ile, .)vi-,r -hi .-, ra, - re, -In n -"it It s, in fact, atth a ltr nt"in.an 1n H  ai i;;r.tir'. t nil nn tsr pr.;a„rr ,~._.r have 

been ai ,rnfi n for i,int.s' hi ,: 0501/i FS to st t i. r~, been cairn lie -c, 01/ t e nsa .,f that i ,in ; titter , ste n. "or , ri; chose pa ,n .,,rr~r. hove been 

crir7viisty .! nod some 11 1Fo bion mono  nnr,4r pt ha this Pa-st Office, end ins in t a . court action may pose a major solvency problem 

for the Post dOu bu lb lb P cruEL nn a r „,r_ il, ., iI 'iii root  t nt•t tl sat ,iihtl 515 110 l"ratny. 

In thcr:t c-ntrxt, e sL outd not be a major surprise that th. -e ur for , are tt kirp ar io , although. thF Past Office's m.ave away from a 

def r d-.-,esefit per ,slot, sc en:e i hassle tr not t  e rip ht:  pr 'nt t') cemhain oh out, giet;n that the cc has r:ee a !'na 1or lii ov0 ae ay `roe" 

such schemes it al e ostt every 0th sir to alk of' t -e l:r re em ye ore, We need to lock . . to; Post 51 i  1.1, is :n c crnper of roLlnieg cut of 

control r id €s nevnurneitca ssues cars co re :serous we :"k  id Ott lost, l iri s;. tile C ove: 'n tee nt to tIeke: or active rak in tool:, be ca

pastnea5'er`>. and tl lilt or,rs,.afT'ers OP 0:"d ,c'to n toe l F 11d retitly . sp 'nd on the oS Of'dce, 

Catherine West > 

(Hornsey and Wood Green) (Lab) 

Sham, 

It is a phi. iii t , v u a,.,.i .cau .ti r  .u115 hit, NO'' IlVtiac r, I .1a11-710.,0tc ,c- r I hc.n, =i is id the tie uer lv Li7:oii ii,n `!i {u loiri 

Hopkis"is asst sec. a r' 1 ti ii I .p.-rtc, r 1vIiF,S, 
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The  ar u e :d pro .n Josr oltr;;es a n .1 . ol~iteo vut to .e ,iaat tf t ii' pa in

for u, ;ul led °aec ,i e ,vi[L ae ; r uc IOI= in ;us! uO e „rice, in' he _ire.-. I cis uu is c=g pa ,rods Il rile 'a. n Men 

spec or. it tan :) ti-e t ouch L rd .rose of Then .e ft a Ist hct .a(..:. of °.uu ; ie p`t . cU Int:. a . ii 0 1.... of :in. i.,[Ir my 

into t`Oif" a u";' a . o.. : o{{:,.Ce uni< prE n "-:iy i lo.. 'ig t'. i tl c ,e ,f U )to. "e _ M S4'?=;Il ` Ill •';_rc .n Pas" (it ;e, i:ht; i': a ft it :a rSK 

to La,-al ;abc, be .a two to : c at :r . :.tyrbe cat the Poyc~. Mali tort 19 ffic k _bird c l=rrst Dfn ,c. Intl . I i n cro rlr,

muiSet, once the dcors of s tclviti€ . lif -t  Blase, e<_L estate au-nt vi l pop ul cry seU 1 n ,I it 1=err y so t t.= Incising 

deve opment or more colic r s';aap . If _here is one thi rg ,hat Crouch End ac es Io ;lead, it is more colic. el .ps, Vt nc :a roper 

ser )fart( at people. 

In the various p j ~i t~ ,3'afe'; Lit 1L I ime, WI cc An 
_h 

ual,.o SU' 

des  .t =eF s sm,1,sr. tat., _ us ,ate -: W ..z F tar r ; o t lug , c, ell sign .al ray h unnods ofth f i., . i i>.-:o i Ir.,. ' / ft sir -'ilro ^r 

y W p n I _ t L.. Lc' un c, a,. =a t - ~ L Pat .1 "_ems ,uc x il~' V ., wyw L eu ft  _iti=~ar~, . i t o f.. U 1 E, rstSO ft  "ray L`lC dt_LPc' P r ~ 9~.0 r 7 

offl0 ctube. 

On part .s ~; .:a,~~ , .L xti.;. q ? e~,,~- I r rsl i <<~ Ii bate. I am nt my hon.

sec' L $:., ila  'C i. . 0 j WIt1 tl.F~ €~1~~ ,,.11 ' , I ~r~Et i .r , . ~)* ,.~i

reeq' E'S; Eurep fi It r l_ , ;Gr, + I is in the of Lords i as again Ui - fcah.,l i, C~r` :'l ., t tlr i~3y 

to meet 1 4, c of Us who are tt r'i' I t. ildf „ C( ac:h have a few more Me c.o Into f " I =l')sJut thls urta~r4L

Margaret Greenwood > 

(Wirral West) (Lab) 

4 ti.hta_r2.

I refer M _mhor'to the 0t ,hc ceived tre le  it 'or: U C omr un tafi on Mc :er , U r or Ii r nc} nay fOt5 to 7crdrl 

elect on campaign. Crows r Chan. Friend at I e t cat'a . e a rp' ,ac i C rib. Ti t .a S hput ce tf e at -ae cen.,e of 

Co it. hea? Mitio qh I uncle .tc t her constituer ay, dF lsc.al y api atvd, U la. Is, art. vuiarl; im,_cartzirl in 

constituencies with rural areas. 

Catherine West > 

shoe 

My hon. Friend n.ai.t., is =sc y good av 'a1. R y ,a.II,s .,I ~~.he i r, dray a. __ irr an L cras or urban areas, post offices are plac. s w - tire 

people can I.; iJ .« n s _ ,.i  iw, v_ ur I iv Ic ,cc ores the internet. We all treasure that kind of 

community servii 

Will the Minister n ,o 3l S , [hi'r:( I , ".r to tFtrhle nt's consul .e imp is genuine? li again, we have had all ro . PEE, wym 1 I by 

the Poo rah it ,i., 1, "'3 l it 't"Y[i~Ci a ~ , tii, n a sec i 'n —a Senn tat ,q ,..~'r4. il_kot going to close them ai P .',_7;,. If 

the earl Ltation were re, L, d. . c,ra , € I I we , y riltitp ,, .r=mine , . 1 , Eirl: 1 10 . /,e a' lembers of FarrIiament said was 

act ,,ot3t doing to ri :: :~ .i ~ Cw - r, . ~.. w llr, ral~,= :, F, .~ ,f r ,g,ritC~a rir ti ~. .~,;e. I I~, p '_ t it tI .s. is <i _ r ur. , I I',6.e , II i;s that 

the `+' .t rlac,co . .tc ..I h ,t( i rE _`.p,';;Ib ~il rs}lit . , ,a.'.y - k. ,h i"~~34 L ttia rt i.r _Sus ~rt ^ €ftjcrieS to ataP. R_I`: ,<r r4ritlon , (l;; 'tl'i'?i we do 

not get n i=. ial I, i Vcrt  r:='tr,la Th d p ~V h -titiGrp, r .r JV  ,.at in the snow.^, ?rai1  . rain, coil

signol / E sC ti,k.i „1P r a, r Ia..i ~r~l>e. `r,. I lit, ,s ft  lr I a m! because t„,,r ,> h a,v toe feel t1 us stood 

Out ,i.71_ ihi, trrs ,f,., 7~c..aLttt£rI r r'.rlb_iluuy, p~ 4 pu :igi s«ar+rf+.;rpetition, ,.I.Ia tonca.awua.efrun' 

the PIi.,i, , ,z t@ictI cc vc,ices of 'loc t_ _ . r;f Part ianacF _ L'ilc isr Word and that On c sl;si;tc i3_e_n is ,ctJust a sham. 

I aiwal/ to he a positive Member of Pnr(iameof, sn I wont to give the Mirister or  in in  Slig-lestinns aen re p  tr toard in 

Ne+.Cari g r a'sn rx Y .3 ~f+ c N =t dnI n rns, ran I ,qc in i rnbi i, t 7T , t., rinK Ath front iM 1r. navernn ent ,n 1r+7;N 

fln(,.n kris 5t [ i I .. g~ ,1, ~"tit7lt .t,  h n~<:4. E~lpn r'a lithe boc k r I '. `mdatS. p. - ft  "Y`¢ . sSt 

whe ht e i e iar:„; , n n the it side, but p cc  office a, n 1 iTa,(r m, a community , fr1 rot and c, fc 1r'.f. 

I hope the Carve naent will look again tact genuiahel. cr sir=._i ..Ia uv. Inc ye to say. IA  are here not He io in- to to  more 

time -,utra a t I ,.CC# l5C 2e;. TI o wti it on I/CviS tb ft 11. ft . 1%t 1/ tm5) rr iSsorr1 ,ce  a '=e/ Iir st?i`, 

there is a nevv o, .pf trlrit~r -t r at i ,v:It Listen to u gc ;c lr am give us a p 'vi he or  C ,oi A b,=ar t1 of rl ' 1 , ^es, 

so listen to our voirrs s; hd wo  C"nil rcit=her titan iir ph 1 rir,) F 1 's for isI it l in ,aci it  pi ipa

© 3.51pm 
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Tam Tugendhat > 

(Tunbridge and Malting) (Con) 

Ipa fril .rte to _-re  l r i~.nr to ; hlnith Kc;+ria Ho krr:,). rrit rniirom un asucrlly, I fcc.ma n  e,_ ar r c! rrit

pie sts of the rnr m._nit r I Pi :.;ve .hr- ; `ri de .c+.; rcprr:sent.Jr ..t vera monc'~

it wca r} c', t rear .uh,- Ition on ft n- .l{. rrrr of :€ Crraa~, P- ̀_st r. Ffice in To ori..g a, That is a _ isr oft .P t rat me r,,a 

peoP a t 1Ff€ .P ~, ~a 1 i n :al . r , kir 1 f .r ii. n any I i i .,)c u,e, I ,,.n Sec. _n I an Wyly, 

wh t':;"{i it . i V P E". i it vvra tr, r"fir J t  ; n_ in 7r€=~,' ,r.i$~ `:I P eft r' t lan~l

resp7 nded, and when I fi n ly did get a response it did not answer the questions I had

That vs pa: tic tai ./ C±4>ai. pv:ntir J E m the To )r 'ge `"rc en cost off=ce, like many arc id .h :vo ratr ,r, as we have heard—

ride d, s r c, el as vo he fn I plc rd v nd the Cc w e :n- cal  t? o r ~.m tar ty irs' as ao= o ces are a( 'oss our la 1d. 

They -are o se, the ve ; b<.gir rn of ,ii trcae n .tic' aI i fe , ~, ci' en she ar Gi?fce, rec lty d `. e tare notion t ge r ner, vnr' at

penny post, linking it tar ugh the train network and creatinc one truly United Kingdoin. 

For tx a r' ur ', ti ~r 4e~u hc'. g?:rre. That is wrr. .g, be ..au -c tf P Est of i ,,as as an p„ , L r_` u.ai wh ref its ilw n _jh Livvt 

rn l gcr It •  c  _r tf- cs u Warr, a t6 sc F tf, a t; y r ,:vas, I ;r r ar ty is 

priti'il y: ,4 Le lru v c pc, st c ;_ ti, t r, ter L, ir. :rL -d t_arlc rr 7 Jl y, r: p1 u rink , sF. a irg ; 

ens ,r h isci riIs. .. ,?tci,P .r = u,.le ::,irl accessibility issu's, r i tt proposal, such services uvould not be altered rnc! tirr~ 

narre nc!se.:rr^_rwcuid cause probienns. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

.1 Share 

I St y:, , 0 1 r . .  l n , i<:rn h.rnan. The survey I mentioned in my speech about WHSmith franchises said that they do not 

provide for peopU; ,., h 1i , c.bilities in the same way as Crown post offices. 

Tom Tugendhat > 

< Share 

The hon. Gentleman is right, and that is what we may see in Tonbridge if the decision is not reversed. I will ask the Minister to raise 

her voice in support of the petition. 

Iwo- lllikefo g ot^ Gorar" Lcrnvr  e, a resident of Torhricagc ,Wyl^ cart,te to nne lost nig!7t. He said: 

A rc n lS llPl==€eP 6 @(+u; ft; t ,`(7'l 3. :rr _`; r ri ~i,},` ainCe l arrived P1Fi E@ 1 '^~`E rlr -t §,r ti, is ._table in 

the wa ciatter has chi ed. The, o r I ,: t .r :~t .qo arrrmes tl 1 [ to come, 

have in °Lf` PE J ".nwirt6 'O lti Pz  ci a- on". 

Intl a on'if a =oti=fnr° t, .rnua.r'c ,ar ,.nf, ;atr in, rt_;all et7rYta5?r _rncr c t.

Sp2rit (;p i t,31'hUl ,`2#' "rY'itnr rn JP.v ..lr'p; nr"<to'lft< m0rr_ o cles'- hI rr l a;.:rci -E= 'a i n .vvt , n r, V;i ,er ,-i , I ,:iriI ba ,lri 

he I r. ,:3 as ; r,,i t<, h. li a =`fice, as we and ra' srr,,, if: ,rr cr,nr tilt . rrtr d  rq nrr rhr., rs

c ec _i n",<in, * r c,. -:ft` the

Havi g i tiled to ger satisfy 't ,p assn ra ='as or th; P ;t tic ,: tc ad.rews t nc.:rn I first ici i cnt tln start of the c 1 tltcaio i, 

it has be'ome cic.a thrt t _a move is not a.- e best nt ests cv th pe ,p( . T at . vs ny P .ar-rich..d ~ pe trtrrm j =st over a wee- oc:o 

calling for the Past r.711  s . c .,.r1 . ir; d =.is ,rn, {)nr al wart 1 0C pe al- he= .e gnc_=d i . F°,:amr "or )Wage. ,u 11 vvn of 1,1 X acid 

peorle, 1,50>> is a s .pn ?c€ t r n ,_er—it 5- o. ~.s ti e cr,, kr aj 'rar,~ p it ns in our corn nu t at a hell of a re tcrr =, Ir feu=1, 

99  of the p=ivo,.lc i Sp le .a i dir it c t treywe .- a hrsj_py ,viI if ,,: clras ire. 

The i-ri . as.; lc :a( ,rr s _ uti,er c I i 11, as the hr ,rr. `aiertiae I,r o it e::ti re .l, ,.:ith nu uur i.0 iti- ,rs i•rrd :vrt!rut,' bc;atrr g 
or c Lr.ityo , n, pJu n rJst ?I f.,e .;r<e~ ss to n',: ku rs it t rct v~  e a a lc iru cs e i ri ur_r ,. r.1e€„ upJr:n1 y us" u

ever '?knr t esp urci" y ;r:Er t o,.q vv` u r . 'I it , r'•t insr u u' yu: Li I S t 'ia C c `t. -Tpc ain n lr . ii .r ..uiildy r ,at ,_per 'ir rg .f ti, 
servr e;s . ec _,ec w! etk::r i urr ;:t c, l t};:st, are not cav_ iv a. 
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Sadly, I have se,, t` Cat rout ,ru in orF „ie te_a I -~rlra , n• nt e of ;out the- other =:_o P~~t,riit ~s ter irP snctn ~; 

area e t!ae .riu !eG H. iep. es r't farc vii__sge of '. , -~ c nr u'a vy t is ',en fits i it ,)ni ,a t a o , ot'`?ce_ br -, Uc=aio , i.hc,s. is 

beI  sc,, ee -;ed i i tra to a c.  ! in ~he' ao t'l e 1 iit .'s .cae' t i-,at . wC ile! °ik1 ar . oroe. 

Acaordir tr, th ye t c= acs , ca io Lit t1fi e i or ,te de o g -au ;. "at 7r e g but the- Nc se it an anus 

Libra y t,ils us + ias a lc cap ao , o"`rcc dots r.at I': avc ail'-he set ices a° a t ads o~ - ~t Juror is ¢ t ott~ e, he is ,n+ii 3 a= cc;m .ou: ine 

in m. co , r ~. I l rr n _any -itlr, rs .Ire it air t - he e . :on ssc -'c t Cr can: ocErt u'oces d fer eft, b ..ouse ,)P "-..i r-an , of -rc 

they--r-fft-, tr€cit e , se tics tit trot u y to keep he near occc th- r, i=tit kF.p : cc ate n I uc,', w ah E ;eir fa sties o 'd , icttr3e , bt t ` e 

wo rf l tE;ade. it ' v h .re age = c row—In Intr: ̀ n E' pr ukf="fie' Cir1'- a tel : re C fr ' IH. c 1e i0 _ e1,~:n

Inci;H ir.iPn u c ti worth, v"t --o io,r Lost pest ~( . o"v ti.v lc _a . ,rta;€  UP,~~~

the i ff e. I WILL etition on rhr', ,t.,th r e Naei . i r,; evs,r aE ; t.,,urald r.-;i

sup  c ce'sdc or. 

Patricia Gibson ) 

(North Ayrshire and Arran) (SNP) 

.y' Share 

I thank r^ hr+P=.. en,amber for Luton North (it i hins) for bringing the drrbot , ~r., are . ~F~ot ~, .,, rer_c~ s ? .~w ri ltw >ftate 

because I re. 1 of post office clo i.. ri as 1 2009. 1 c sr , doing door to door with othet dreds 

and thousands ,f ' . rura:.  an r, rt^,titian r, , ,_,.e l i ii i ¢rr"r, p is s>t of i€i r ,H , ,rr rd—idl r ; me to hr nty,~ t .tit , :. a.. '. That 

was done in resp c,.rr to i i  so many felt about lk ~6 ,, r , o tr .li < r . I remember t c I ii~g at 

public r,cn1ingc it frr' hrmd the sense of re fi i.;i - N , I ur felt „r a , a I;,r„ i r,rl,r , ,, rt .Ivho! they wanted r t a ;rr.air 

Con  i i ' "lc pi ri "it Vi, CEi ilUt u it 1.P t4"Eii tyr. Irt tilt. Er,.i ci, "live i°ic;_ii"C',l riit9 oI

poet r feces were I .rd. 

We often hear potiticions talking about community—how it is important, how it matters and how it should be volt Sri, I° si n~=,e~ r , lsc 

martyr' i . o c :)n- 'iEi~,if , , nr "riS t"rl ahG'tr r,igirr if ! r;oni (1 Y C !r I i)r ;t r _W,'i r. ,.t ,'C( . air! 1 a r any 

wo ri 'ar ,,rtr n lit~r, ~f .,t Isar .ntci,.IMa.. c si- offi, ^n rn id . Pn,,' a, . ,. . fif.  our 

corn its es. T r , r r prn t. . ;f c'ur rural :-r E ai it es. For sue r- :r r,T,c. ; hc)ro-;i_ i' , sr ive ;ir railI] rr ,ilir-,;ice 

as ci P fiiatt, tins j;,b .firs ~ac~rtrner service. 

The 7c .,f ti a C ov,n p  office is a matter of gr; at :a,` lcss. over the ?er s, now tru ~ter.: in. .itc - say~ cn our 'n i  o s. evt i-GarI . io 

itis e p o'''ttrr It i lion on our h h street— as. .tev1 ip=red oft it ci io=its r~r c ft s .espite `ts / i aired 

staff one: its aer . c_ pr,_itic.l it. pr: vid b, nk' lq unr >tE r iv es:. h, ,r eer„ nit .a'? rat rte (e rr sacinn in er: in „v ,e see 

decir-at Lin. 

More; rlli '= natPe ._r bey a€ : H ut .uur.e , t -et .tar su_I uzrl, ^- tl€'. , Iu , c~  :=`t ( stn g Et:SI,, .e <'Jur,er t , i iardi: of 

its s- ar riy goc~t,.~ eP .=ice gas =rel! as he ,as ~i . t„c10 d I as.,  t. ~wFi u ;thra u- te*,s d ci t to 

ma trlr ti . t_ erns and con t ' ie 20 ~ J6`_ce :ai'iers its empl:a,y_ .s. niter r ~, d ~i, t' e ~-~aar .e t gat the past or'rc;e ~e Ott a -rei~ 

thos' rcc Acs s t.,7ui'1 n":t c -vc"tr t c _ 
H.  so"Pe'.:9 ii: "iUt 't at6Yd s u Oi' '`,e'Ct "GSt t.1H c t` its P ' 'll S ,`f p:'1ui cci, to 

pay r1 t I ,ng_ser"Pn,; slide, °ro t":;y be rep a 1. pr,rt-t rrre wcrk th . m n  A cc ie, ch .n I as ..d na .r'icr to :;sty and 

understandable industrial unrest across the whole network. 

The Scottish National party fi rmly L,L he privatisation of Reycil tail. However, at the time it we privatised the UK Government 

said that the Post. alit  drla €h~ iP,t the publics ut  €rice ad, a nc:r to-year deals ii 'Vli  ismith to relocate yet more 

post nftee hran i re EE,t tl . Batt. u~ ..tl a~r,urariced, Will t, a t~ ~ t ll ut v',ir ere this is I I - ll She give; '_ ~ r ssurances that 

the promise to keep post offices in public ownership wilt be honoured? 

Franchising is gre'rr ri,?htly vie. - dos soft privatisation, and the Mirurr . r c.. r#, r= + a ;dt - 1, hcer I> t , F it  r r E s r ion .rs. We need 

to knowthat our post r.)TE¢ l ttr 'd fist ii'r', i~ brut th t future is m ti1, `€il"ttir , P,;,  , l,r ,[ i , _ .r 4 x! I P 1 H.  sour post 

offices, and 1fi' trill rr t;It „.,i ,t' ialhJ i . t%fei L? J IY}^` I s ,; (p rance and , k )I. f .E i , i , d)`f. I Ifices a,ll 'n Et- E: rl G, N ~ci"o?`. .I rq€.!r_' Po'tate 

— exca9 . t lure nk et ,r ra R h, i p iir-rlems, we have seen high street banks gradually withdrawing and retreating from 

our high  t,, ciie-at le t t I U r: uscnubte option. 
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L ,e ir; Franca, c.rr /t 'C' ro0icd r tah'a a Aoir to yrc..v i ve ata_ in ,re, =s s.i,.i •is frto „ olsa ait s, ;rvitI N.P;ich r-rci=ace ci ha i 

Ir ,ge sup .e as o  w it ifI(;`Ia  .G t e e_ arch 9 .dn "er'. nt re—. ec to `leo LH , (vL[nbi ,`t ,_ ias 7o d `r tai; sh- ,

o. ws th re- at ;Fit. . Cu  "iaias: oi.. p  ttrees, uuht h c',e  Ity assts Eel.: in #en a ec::ion_ and how ycan be 

secured, 

Mr Gareth Thomas > 

(Harrow West) (Lab/Co-op) 

< Share 

There are five gi l lions that the M rild answer. Before raising them, Ijoin other Members in praising my hon. Friend the 

Member for Lc Lot North t I . iuir i L rr _ , tii " i -rI_•ir I Declaration of interest. 

First, itwould be helpfiriltc, stn-<rf~ m ,hc. 4i, .t~r'~ ;t , e t`sinks Paast r'ffice incrr're fr;~,r fi .r<art, 1 r iit.e, rr,ir ssc, l ,v,i>r? It 
f~r""•f/"1` lt".{-' 1,ilF\~1f9L(4 ': h"el "F ,  .1r;m ,, it'~'P !?5

tlr,. arrnl r ,-0r",, nr :rar, Cr; het nwernment Ti u in going thro,.igh the In Ct iDffice lacer till.,w Cu . to plummet? Ministers promised 

the re,aerse, age n i cicll ErvJi

It is rot enlytho Frc..;Ich in tc I ,a c!Ae .o -in r os.a1 sr,ry _es at r+:'ha.. th cI_irre .t Cove. a rent. The Italians have also mode 

a huge i .cuss f t Ott rp = pc-st c'' brink p c==,d I t .in, , s ii% ,rho. Ne.a 7, al,. rd :ans s 't"qh si rccssfr t p_=st ,fir, b<.nk, ~vlr cri 

was rst. Ii Cu  in .ae ,,ate 15 ,^ec s, nei- a _ s.rccrs t n odds i-v nt; fi r .in: nI services. What is striking abcutthe debate the 

crossapr, V n :er ah;alit he ".ri, s i t , P. t c,ffic o tht rn meat. 

1 trd°.y u,k, 1] S , , a t-o cps crt e C c -Aloe a. Cur U. i i<.b, . t l `en .re' -w,,ai hnppener. to -..rhe ide,'_ ofthe i a;t Office 

L' Iir , o 'Jini .I0I u1trh c. vcr_rec e-k o'ce an is e al ~.ill ru Ity inu- lw~e -Ierrt cr. he'~p t pl rt cr me e . r -c per - Iu.ure for 

T i : F =st `3f . h m iist4urk ! ° 1 ir  .I tI 1 ' t at ,m NC  ,or ?0 >> th'IL I ='da (IC' ' t Nip:ver b t3. ;,, uv aulr be 

help a ;I t kr;,;vr vh,- rhr - ti , 1.1 1is er -iII tiU  to hc,r pry:,si i[it.,. F arr lly, s t -e Pos r I'ce's 2C 1-1 r fu cir't 1 ccF age, w1- icl 1 

unde -̂st.c as ,ry b irt' nE oC 11 In avt' a IL =l. t ;e r on erbt3 gc it  to 1 =ati to Ior ci sus Cu and to mor lu l-Ci-lac ' nil loy;.e. re ,g 

pusI d r, at th.e boor, or is it pot q t) Ti - a Itin, inc op. or In _Y C s iov s it ,re .n rent , It ii rt ; e,? 

Fifthlp, u , ti hilt.,, r-s I unclerstand it, t}b 1u-ycar control' tht sC f I'r P,,,,~C c,r ctx , l-, I, ?tai hYt, t u,.il iae reviewed from January next 

year. it auIJ b good to _ a ; u tt ~I`!ti-r €ram the C t  r €~~,rli1 i ,t;., ds rzo r. Ca ub. a u',„ly to the terms of its contract 

wide t_(ry '..~,"- . ffice yuu-a I rd. 

Post Office revenues from Government services have fallen by almost 400/s since 2010, as no new Government services are using the 

Post I)Lrr:e. Of th -e taus c ll are, many Departments are promoting , al iI alterrai v  .. i. it wortict be useful i -~s f a CI,a 

Mir ' t  U, o-:'i ;•, ussionS PP..  ticu: .ICi? other Goventil'r . iI [, E t t to enC,l}H"! ' i 'i,3m to us :! Past 0th

quo iit,r r ss the Post Offl, e being the front offic. pm t. I 
„ 

1 i'lrrr i , _I . Wv,. rri , ltrr-€ 'art of the 91  sn I_lr t .. _ I .l at 

out in Nt? I  . +,a ';1. If revea+ < , from (,ov 'rnment .,i  1 f v . c c I cl @a € .r  i2 e . ',vr s, f 'tons. There 

are rur kt ti. T i"ta ,t vr.i II meat i n 
vt ' 11 Eh4emselves a., i?:. l " , ;C rah,1 , Sti  1P ?Si 

„ii,
 V ; ref l iv .tt l'r l, 4rc-... 

The .;ecr.rd ,hie .t tlr,:it ,,since Ccrbl., Fet n I w.;:, tI a F p'zr sii" i r„f rinc -1:al s er-ices. T -fice's rear. at   fry , n fro :,.hri 
sewer„s rte, r_t rr Cl 0 o over the p r t x , ~cri . s%,n nr- , is -till ant, off, r - ,,tr_Ant? In one of chp c's, l rt , e . . p, in 

nor ti' I-1 rrd-,a in ll a cnrist8 jenci1, .he I: nn ,it-i .  . f- - T1:,3 r rt office is th, t„ n"V fi Troia--[

till r _ I E r t'~ 4,: 'rF th P w ~il 4 nE1 Cf t ,1PP51i1,._ , 7::C.a.661Y v^,,x,}t,(~! ,~ I .7  '~ la I+'i 9;ri n t<,~,np`,c': IrE t•!(f ')nr? IE,;~S

alone. 

I am told th,;tti a F at ;f r,e is try 'ihi J cI 'u e '  ac, ou tt. €°Idr."ci, vie ,are, ap,arr rIL ; fo d - nc.l p r math- tr .a t; ro wras 

suppV~se 1 IC' lac Ict it `" )1 ,, V'. Iv' as W I r so ion _ Ti or tlr7t prod ct oral h ,ss Daly ur ,.hr :t? I beta ii= no iec. cored 

children'-. pr`4o ,,t r th=r. I im ~,cv e 'rte;:. iI Tic in ivi °act-sa nC a ,o ilt, .out 5 .0 I l. . p , it tot °at :zcc-or ; u;_ front to get 

it up -mr rc ;nerd, r d €hv' me ae,, cc, ,net Cu o ,- es- d ;nt the ckad .Irr 1f, O, ;an `hc=' m-,ny pec ale sti v.;th re',nr irrl 

services , ro iU tf at ci ;,t -:v, th, t rrauC '1 nt_ se in. J e= anemic se-se `ar ~ne atir,ra;tE t. nsst t at the ao 0`l`ice quickly 

gets 'c c ,.t r.-;a€ hr,r or a `-d :late -1 r il.' rr ; prrad t^t. 

All of those r_rol.,era . aJO st ,bustri _ss tha_ s nuL -, ak rg r t! iu tL u~ rbi` or• urr'rial ev nun gl:au tr ,na noe=l c.ial 

se'vi,es _is .,in 'e ,rro treas F f  r IF  prnisr a Lr a c-uiC bu_icsl 4iI osr_ rcEsteis 

and postrni-_ies ,es-. p_wt _uls;r'ty - Iao e to Ire, -nc Ti  s e tl ; Fr,ae iti_;n c "Si- all su. ire:>et. II . F 3 p.Ibl :;h. , a op it n 
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October called "Lo" 01*" vihith said: 

"Business be ;€.ir   r rr„sicl~d , _ s00 F ; t Gi _  es and franchises are too limited. Some services, r €i ii and 

cheque clearing facilities, also appear to be processed rrrrr slowly than in bank branches. Other services, such a itI`, e-rt count 

transfers and currency exchange, are not available. As the fu1. re of the network moves away from full-service post offices to 

franchises there is concern about the impact on small k,! tsirr s access." 

It is not just the Communication Workers Union an' i rrrn tkiut ,int „f nic iri :crms of fi nancial services; it is small business that 

have genuine concerns. I hope that the Minister will act. 

4.O8pm 

Mr Mark Williams > 

(Ceredigion) (La) 

{ Share 

Iwill 7e erp qu :k. ,n rrsar... w ys, I wilt rote ;ate rrc ~y -_e ti , n _,ss =pa ti ut>w,e I iv i ne yard in the Chamber this afternoon. I will 

refer- sl vc `ecIuy cn t sitlon At ,,e Y -ti c 1 l -)st It -e ii AI- .are, tw th in my c ins, tu y. 

Many Members have talked about the inadequacy of the consultation process and the co' e inability of the Post O ic: t tr1 

the r a3rt teems--r ,t itiorts t; Itst llu : 1  roe ,ie. Elrc . s ^er'- ~i ~~y i i,v ~~ se +wit h . ,,cruti. .rr,~,~nIII chat r ,~ u~Ice :.ut 1. it €rry 

constiLu ic,., .urr~: viere not sui ca th ,rI2it:i7 Ii i;.i , ,ee in At st,vyr!,.

part  erg uur ~e:? th , y~ 1[',?I v t to Say that  i ~rerir ~i co= t,,ul,on irr 

Maic'i, ttii,ng .i.cr LI a;a s' eer ,ltd ̀ r t Icit-rvrl. 

Neil Coyle > 

Share 

It is very d'ffi five representatives to listen to local commun < earl a=n they do not even attend a meeting. The VValworth 

Society in my set up a public meeting with councillors and ri yseli, ccl  , did not even turn up. 

Mr Williams > 

.; Share 

I have ,oc._lly the same e; aei once in my ca;-st , ie :ey. Ole, ray= ci l ;bii rrr-e4 ;,_ TI t (,1hc_, cci c `a `ie ec;,att one, but 

not P;e f st. 1Al rci petitions -inr de -Tort ti ;ir;'s. " to ;roc . r=pry-sea - rit -)ns ro wee It ' iy, =,,rit fizz .r p Ai 0.1 :aar se ci kir=q 

tope "IL on the tt. its f uae yst°.:yt ;, It .va a =,rt qc .d e,.pe l u*w it I  ib Ii 'I io _taut c ° Vt:;-IS iitf vvl er. 

In r .inr .'e _ hsve . ee i cc.irt -aria a Li a •d I ivr; occasions ly• nc, ,,ered the phone and come to see me but, on the 

bs;zr oIth_co:e, tie cii'=:bten eel_ an'tr ig .,mcred. 

I ' Fist 'cIi ve r 1l .civ. n d, ;,-e. ;rr: tlir, to ca ns: `ctl 't:rci , i" I v rul-ed, Tri' ra r:'h 'nelmrtriken on he c'c-`ir[ f11iH r titl'r 

I., ' cc ris zc'- r . _ ~0 ?.~ ',' cJ 1 '.III I! 'i (hUL XI ':eC nip 1Uili lad;_tC tr t[ u ci n ff ul J.ur er 

advr:°u u . r.;l U' r'' ur•aer VV 7m' Ii (glen tIi , ;n Fe .rn.'=; r t .e r tu,Yn I: ,st aft u r . qe e P ct 

discd  _ic_e's: try ii, n  cant' sopen a ci ongestion in e Iit rw ,_.f c , t' ere is lsc _he im'u:,_ of ",ci g good, 

hard-vvc, Krig still  It  iiu e g ars ofexperieice. 

The CWU has said ---tills  ':irirth noting, and I hope the Minister will convey the concerns about the consultation process to the Past 

c r  ,rr ~  ., siripie e ~i .¢a p:er3lic concirrtcition i r, , ri er r .  r-1 c I Jst 0th 4's prcipI Ii iii IOCeilL ycur-. Icy 

~,_I t t!tLt rs i€i! l.L f_,3 _r,;y r , l i r , 'fl. 

r rat # , .rlt r, , itEt nh,,n ia 'Ii st f -. .,d h,r, hFi h x t ntF-d it a Dar r t1~ ar, nl~ti n-, ~,,yhi, ~, ~Fm ai= r.r,l I

l i''Pd a? tti.'t:P"I thr  ,rpr,;, The 4P ,G n t 5e (t , tirGt r' (p L   t 'd CIC'y. to i hrlF?i"-.I k r t+ of .ir i . ' / 

car" ho tI ^'p the' i ) ,r c t . '•"i 7 l, .r; d, 'li- ;lr1 ,~i ~.! t r. r ' a f„~. t , e l ., ji T,4 a;p tc ". t"u it )-'.;A,G^.en. $e 4 . `a , k, ;. ~~.'- '1 r.` C nib` 7 

redeplop i Is the 'tl'`tin ' t i?: E _~ T, r~i Y  th ... e9 i , S C F '4rFy _,ff •-to the neare '.. ov ,;i ]. If ,ve

on the weal -,  3.e of ii- est cr,ttst of Wales. The irv,.i - . I. Crowns post ortlees that my

could reloca I i;r i :it.-, C, or in Shrewsiiury cc i cis the border in England. Thc is not an option fcir my co w;, €,,f- is
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The third opt' or' Flo tut" ,'I Coristl JE. =ts tti y. (1 51 'he roc"e o' Ir l'L 1iyt'2iT ,[Yt  .rl C VS ht '-I, anv co c.0 "S f.bcdt. aI n 

genu:nel ,ONCE IIe i. V"e igl ,"_ se.:nl ' a to  ti ia  , b -t litre t .e !:pan, i I ab r f_ r=nb idy- artd i-' all ag (Tom Iu,ei air =t?, 

appeal to the Nl 2 i r :er of this Late stage toy Jl .woh 'd .,i rl s r Ise an., to Jo an .. site conto influence things. 

I am con'..it, ,=a : I, t my friend, the hon. Member for Mert ,yr iydidi crI R tit .~al ~r.t ,~ sj, u t,a t;.aeak, so I wilt finish by 

saying , i ., acs r in t port office after post office in rural ce,ammunitie . "tr'r_ i _; s arical about the :rnations of it and the effect 

on rurcl , Lru6 r ; rr ty re.,t,  traticinrr ahr?ut some red, ,e,nate rrar _ai. communities. When the 

pub, the . „_~ ~~ ~ {..,u, j ht:r i,    Ps:, v,a ; cl , ir, z Er"Prr~avi 

galvum , 'Iu 'ill G i"it LG ,. Ct L6 I,J vr' a .. !iJ mil t ditku' o' }5 i a.`fi~.h LEi .(~_t43 v ,, is4tu,r~ed, the 

current l'. 1`rir 1! :,9 t tr Yv. 6"?. I A tc'a #, xv,;,` I,)vc a l-3rri "aL Ji

net a_, `-'c. , c .r r Is Oyu "~, I°: °,~~.,,, I _ i:c,

Q 4.13pm 

Gerald Jones > 

(Merthyr Tydfil and Rhymney) (Lab) 

,1 Share 

It is a pleasure to serve under your chairmanship, Mr Wilson. I too will be brief, because I am conscious of time. I congratulate my 

hon. Friend the Member for Luton North (Kelvin R•aafh.irls tan securing this important debate. 

Post offices provide an essentiat service to communities right across the UK. It is important that, through any pots it ! fi tar 

ChVri::i eS, that S. rvI .e, r-3mulns rot ot{ n to=ur r m -n rE ltl 'S and ti" at ive i;eep L i~ ub at he: he t " r ti -: sc ices r'rov,de-.l. ie i'ost 

Offi has been ii:ed as a no' rrr,.:ll ticution ti nt is at the heart of society,_ "lacy post fir s, like'the ones in my constituency, 

are r;ar th 'n. E st f I,;t ffiae; th u re h.rb for tl . e ;mrnur rW. n o = hops or a nla r , bray a."nfrxrtir'>ncry or str -iolrery. 

In rig ro ~rr, ~,ei ~ .he 'n nrar lnt rl ,,nr>.nia iti 4 v r nf.; to to the p;st  a far.,t rrrtg or collect 

per=<<an nt,,,-) hr nr t f . ni the so, al at roc -ion there. 

We U' . li st is ecI. I am sure ve It nc= th ~, n th; au` in at au p, ,t Ehces t "err us, "J i r c= rr titude 

of sear c _s, error ,t o"th ~~se ,en Ices ore now c ,oif-ibl, ei ewi,er or =nn,=.ecl )nl ie, .,o t h , s baco e 1Cc a, sy.,, d 'n It fir post 

officestc rerio vi ._at tvI'"io " ci er, ifying. fat rev c --'ar; lr `.o "_he ell "Pr",, at }ostot" "se per" ce nerd ,a b=cr as out in 

con' .aItr.-.aon with and i,rich the support of Local resi nts, who are, after all, the c;stnm 

I have particular concerns about th,2 process: of mak a, rmajor chcrnya rcr_, if purr cr F~__ ~~r~,, i~ ~~s. FoLlc .vlr Ir; ax.tensive 

consultation pro:caS, the Post Office re._,- r!L. .a 'IP',fsuI'twed that it is pro; o  ,~ tr. Ism t1C a p'==Jst office G LLtla  Town in my 

COI _'",tiLu' cv u ,i tl `tie rw ernist , iDr unI LS isf.)rr n i' ocfar-q , l i .sC'. plr ..ro2:~ is lne ,th'vp os d h-yt .l l(,u! :o€nrr"Jcity. 

In tit t; c .e., Pr E I . urIc , .ruL ., ~vrs v d .I Lttlo i, lIP" n_, Ut ;ys ,art ~r~t'ecd by 
.,rv> th 0 1 ' a . ot., ie, Ad .11S =cn ",,y~ call. 

Cepirae ~at ,II s `ice` I t=cat .,t na 1 <„s. Im;,,,u s  [AL'rii .r; "anc u r .c{Lion .yiy ed ,y ,a" ti' ari a' ; t r e, who 

raise-i cs" -fly :ora ss ~s raf L f ic'";"il •b," aL C,c .sic bile 1 c' th= pr pc;,,etl l'. I ",Ir i s c~ its: of ..c--ss, cirr ,uc,=, parking and so on. 

Inads r i iE k,(F4 i..r . €, l isrtti-rlttjw,.Ir.vlti~kCt, 63,. fl: ,~ i .'%xrl ti , dt Carl EYipry'.# r t #r£iF. , .. . €l . "s%i Y. _ii'tan the^lrrent 

Loco icm r, i err; i.i ". .ly%tc l 1 , r rL: 1  ifiF i3aJ c n rE'c i~ti  1 tE 1 ;'ciJL iPPCrPfs' S tr4tt t v 

COr'I'6rt;4.c 
'eI : , r"r1 €a;r rePC'.'? . .k . [a ,'SLt fi ~ 3  E sit E31  Cnfv iCEY a).Srfr .~ i _. r'i#+lt C". Cry 4 1~ ? C~&P€ P4 7("r". iJ(a

met  nd, r., f t  ,i,, €cdt wider.-:ts r I tII ' t f+,r' r lI. t;r, cI sir ,.: Lima. ,-1 luryv @ uit,ok r crl lot<at ieSidcnt:_ I,Qas ii, ,„ *, cd 

not tonse the post office in futi.;re if proposr t :a _Qv ii  E rt r L J. 

For post offices to remain a viable part of community life_, the Post Office needs to be responsive to and u iris rstondirn ofthe 

con, ' rr? n' t-t; r„'astomers. lh1Ei( ?; , i+.l E^EFL t 'n ~t'fir^nt or, iht Cj , ;S (, rt ; "tlri .f 11r . I'C; y of ,, P t  Il I'  i. ,.R:_ r :rt. _ It aVYr' 

Do" ". ."h , r= j `;P thatthe Post b f,,,. .tt,:St ci a.r ,7 i.hat COn`:'.lt ?;.i :?n h; rr a I, Claw) iiP tha -c r'trty a`Iccrsi, ,- it L Ii bouE `4h t„" ft Lure of 

pos if1, I ,c in lii;e with what its customers wore' and expect? 

Phil Wilson > 

(in the Chair) 

e Share 

Before I colt the Front Benchers, I remind Members that I would like to leave a couple of minutes for the mover of the motion to sum 

up at the end. 



RLIT0000222 
RLIT0000222 

r 

Mhairi Black > 

(Paisley and Renfrewshire South) (SNP) 

It is a pl r.,c, to torso rrn er you of .rirrnnno ii-., Mr Wilson. I commend the hon. Member for Luton North (Kelvin Hopkins) for 

bringing this debate to the forefront today. 

As we hove heard, post offices clearly provide a lifet',00d for so many communities, Sometimes, that is easy to forget in the age of 

textrnp and enter Is, but the fart renial is, Pa fe LeN, f a . ^ iiop. loti on of 76,000  poop :.e. it is the fift h tape t. place in Scot: [or. 1. 1 knots 

that scan, hi embers ho., toe spoken Wont post offices for out in rural aroes, but r wont to talk a wee hi t about urho ii post offices the 

one in my consticucincy. The post office is loceted in the toia%za, vvh:ch - one c1 Sc.;tic:od', most secceesful na, Di ,p c .ntros in terms 

of occu pa nC, fir̀  Levels most, if not o Ii, of its un'S ore in use, it hoe It's 0050 sertturitv cjuard service, People feel safe. and a ppr?c1..t8 tee 

fact that vi..itnernbte customers. feci tit ease who n they an to orient import tint df ont ent,, their roDney, Densior..or wit utever else, [hit 

Location 0 oPso te.v perfect, it is, iociten stmirpot or the high street, which is right beside the bus stops. The doors and Lifts from Otto 

car park ore lice rally rip fit h .it.r let e nose afire. 

Andy Furey `=gone the 01:10, who is here tod. oy, r oF, nm, that Paisley was rho ,ioltien standard of post offices, s, ; p;ov Iec.' 'a spec .Mist 

service, It hod staff with 2(1 or 60pica , ' e,- pee en _-e be  Baer.. it woe ocoessi bhr, and ` 5:: :s s;  as eons,. i fat Post Off: CC yas ,ns 

today, As we: de .ante ti'. :t ri tpht now, tie at post aft ire ' es rioted its doors. I.. at _rill na-te devastating corisequerree: for "tai:-fey as ca 

town. 

Curre,7tr see or_ c etosot rr=q nod Lnnd:riy to Liecareto toe O Cy 01 reborn fee titan. and tare ore tying to shine a light on the culture 

and level  .,u. .nrraiiicy> fir we: ho to t Paisley. DecoIts ccii, .5 eve Lii otter, fl : ) t won l t eqreciteS Paisley is not ° rthout its 

prod hein rn h.' 1,.rut u irupeisatelytry 0 is grsr C : E pit -tr . rt rs,rr y,'zat. .. and rime err ;-€s_ ...id to t . ? :r t thsr Lucia eon rr. trrr,. a .tat: bit.. 

yet at: uo Jo floe vitirit Sire: is  t y C =sir USrut Ciii Ci (1555,' 5 H11- iii i...Wi.tctit clef n,t er 1. t;si.re trio iiedOS Oil tire, Ii I9 : ..Sr set or the Piutoor. 

My vihce 'area I a g.. aictecl or public rya _tint, ii. Ptalsi .. to discuss i lik- i hit >, ne U. .((Si _they icr. the •Iii sea so Id Strut Crrey` 1e,. ; rued 

most front ti-;' i;,st .ffk e i eo :set hiou n itt ii ca La roe f: utf aIL i poop to who the.  visit ti uir :hoes. 

Dr Lrsa Cameron > 

(East Kilbride, Strathaven and Lesmahagow) (SNP) 

InEn et. vt bride, we ore Otto fi t inti1 , tuts;.7", r. trite ;'s .sr r'n >fficnfn . to t Ciii t.i'tt , iNtl Oh i 5 OiUCIiittctl I"..tel on ri '(Ott ii t.. Ifkt. lit 

soli Jr I, riot he.rr,r, t} p .~ir as t `, r r ; 1rn . r 1)e in ror r ii ii ;I.e it r ( •.r_rIi <r i ,r, U r < IT h , o 1 i,., r; 3 re-

thattfii.r Poet 000iceii n asr he 000ot ata[ctei enr them ste m ust retain these il Ic•: er ie 055100 trim str COliC rr:uoutrr s.. 

Mhairl Black > 

Share 

I . ouid rr.t a1, _iree ri. ore, An :tors, hiiemh.er who 15 00 Loonier in tier pitace on tut er`rent er per irro tii near y— hichti(hted the issue 

[ir:'rfirstls sea :en the said Shot in reality we ore pom p to Lose pewee .rtith special.. sk [Is cy ,rr l otter 20 or 30 years, who wilt he 

replaced by WI-{Smith staff on the rail ,niem wage who have non had adequate training necessarily. 

At the public m eeting that I mentioirc.r, tev Pont office admitted that it had not considered the e00 srttiv i p'-tot of the post off€ne°s. 

closure ..et c  . .. e. rr'ui it p ore the wide' irn rU stn' for my cans..tuerit` S  Members may be aware abe a Oct..retfuase S and asylum 

see its.: is ( !v" iLE s i I -)ci i :1i .I to t r.ri i ..yt, tce. 510 55 r.ufIbre in the Pine ,¢ woe. tIre oct Itt pI Ce. where °. c. C.4 ild : t,i ti on Liv ( ( =e: 0 Cites S tit SF 

Ho Vak :'Ott:ce'`f s. (p50.1a€l: p10 0ii onso n teens, NoJj thu( itS. is losi 09 tfiot se tire, tl —ovi pen p Is willb expected `. a trove ,to lvcs_{ ,. lie 

tcet, IPflitrn'L ,u_lov;i t t.L t U..1, (hit...I Or) nOn :tty Or ft .Cv 0f tic sd, 

The via r inun +aba t: the ,a; rim to. re ie E<<°,aLiltt._ 5:: itiit FIr rri,rilu.s rr,, TInt per, • r : for tiro c,r_r h„t t fir'.. into in ti 

node (5s tr IS hISinit:._..., iol+a to the t 
as,f,, Then Is no i= c.= rnirte front t us shop's front d. i tO I:I e l ourk 'li Ic In .ton', tint ruse,.tettice, 

people oiit.hr inutnllltv nrul ie rrr,, it: lit onset  .i crn a hill, which n uriey ii nir.e,u.:,wm like a L i : deol, is ; for r rt en it 0:11011 Sit' it i5 ra 

consid hh. r:.i 'tills: ; ,a. IS itt Lr,ioutcte.d moo pad 0'strian zone, so you it 00. ova it d ,p 3r;; , _rr on aft .. Shirt door. 
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be pa lank rar ~asr_g, i bh ,se s ri . tc k frur :he arc - o ict wi ;, h d i s came at cg _a t'• gus fc c a- change baaa use me cc e notnn 

C. v iC i gur =s _•ea; w ant, an ' L 'y c~.rul n ==t t CL. LIC iC wens IL CI  ,IU y MRSOA n. tne.. bU °id nat OEC as .hr her tK u. t 

Ohm we mot fig c: proat a to , he . a .f Be t ,s :+tas II .y rraact t n [Cc ii w what . ie: ac Cl iie (ci. in' , if I our: 

pane, L 

We were told that there would inruttot,on, Sari  ati -in c .con be a good thing—I am doing on ,a ~;;y

Bit- -F1 to be good they hr- 5 .:a .a - l l,is; ca v ,t r rn ~cr  total lip serui: c:. ,t the en

,~ Q tEitrr~i_ ,art_ try wet on in P . iout cd ths prapuset; change, css with so many ul. sra we hav .rt, t_E2c i~.-r *free said 

Ls uL a pis a sgc  . E 'i

knrcv, th r tc,r~ h r+irii . . , ~ a ,~; t -,+,fir. koar:cia--' I made mcary'r ti m --siarr, ray n at rE c i s, 2 rffr,, r,rcrY.'nthi has 

thr nits in the t'aa"X71, in ahy not etc two if they = s,n ,t ".r':n m hn CWU rights,' pointed out ihctr, of Ili,-, P, let Office is 

see ir rg a franch . p ;ai _a, the most oLa ,,, nnr idate is surely Roy . i F tail.. I i. su utmost as tl ugh it did n cittc < <.; jot_ what 

sat, ewe r ri move Lo and bel l_ i , i I:E .eE :,,covered that ISinith was adverti-:irt,}, Pis for 

the En-r c _t rzt iSC7 two vs _ , a r-i a; , .,rr, 
c> ~a mcf.:Ution fi n ,The WI ' . 0airig was a sham. 

Itt  ret atedtyto have , m eti a r: ththe Post Office's chief exec, but that was refused point it •=ka F"'."questwent backwards 

and r:ai, s,i c,~- F e r nhy i .oa , ` .VI ,,nsl t u ii t o rx n ,re ;rciir tr- Diet tiro . I.Istall tiie<*,ah ;n," ~h ,e ~„ q£ =ply. The 

Lack  r     n F  tl^i'h 1q omsa 1 -Ie'ihorin hesWn, 

Ir Ft Qgni`,@r i c st. u rntiritr og C = asAd the 'iii ste= ti .I taut rr n d er pr it ,: 1 r , to cash nL th{ pc ,t IFfice in 

P s 0. ,e ,aid 'ha nr arE- G of , ub is Funds he d been s t - oaa, g ct ,ap, on ; tc - it  F .y s  . Ft F iXt lSr-r+ith. The 

reality i, .h '. th n, i:- }n t ran - irc gh. the bc. k aoor. 

Whet it 8t I i ^Itlasr,  u ii F r a alit, .~` 'vie. cr - kh,~ cI  I 1.  I' 

shius. it r_ is air „,i, a2a_€i 3la€ , rut L  I u u t .iii- co nest in'us, ar~ .a~,e

an' r E .wi ry .o i~`!iicri r ixi ' i' tA'a sae of i;ou 0'i I io nut esu f it tyre raVWlea 

proi t: ar c EE ae .;r .~f a: r«; cif l.Js, <~idi ;t• _.ri aii f seritt 

Ir trrri: Jt~t, tai_ (7, 1 ;r e.,tt sr, , o r,,rn, EI .I _,r , ~~(,I r" d'J,;., The f Ir.a . E .L.; of Rs ov r ; ai n, hr:In, e 1 y et 

~ I ' t~ times fi r fi r .. >> iF P  e'J' Pl n I  k:3 ., r S,.'  4n i~, i tr°il Ci~ i Ea,. l ('i'~~ 

1er here. ,~db z „1 (ma , P k , ?~. r n ,1 k"Yii:I SC 

t-tcI' w r ir I '. c ,th 6 c,/al iut  ~t C, I I t l .0 i.t,t . , _E

G a i- afn 

Gill Furniss > 

(Sheffield, Brightside and Hillsborough) (Lab) 

"La 

It is a pica' are to serve ua per your ch7irr Lean -;hip= th , cr era oa , Iv i,' kttrtsan. I conarctsLate my hon. "rir rd ne 1 ember for Luton 

No 'C I' @cm r He aI s>, :an X in , St ; r,C  end .EI - , `h Cl r e ids wh t, h w 2p Pr h to 0 is man, p%, ata(rnft 1;e€5 

and tine ,1+c1.. vir o hvie b'- .ap . r ,.arn, of rlia .. e. :.s .c n r rah*erdnr:. A, rr isti Ie ,c~ MP., trcc fi r cc[ k  . =5u t r re Lost 

Of'i ; . h , n €c,ri ,mtc= m ;i.aC , ~rir t k,ar~- '2t , t 'a> r :m a p is it., and we we it r' I 'ii;it a€ fir, 's Fawns are 

for r F ci t:;.n r+~ i ct i r -:rerr arp pnsi r7'rlr, n icrlity. 

It has pw.. gr=ail. b,. ;aa:re ! cla td to say :' aat ou=t c: ices are at th t of our cony rncn, ties, hat 0 as a cl yh€ be _ CU s t! ue. 

From cat, h h s ee-s cr=id tuk,.irnsto v  ge_ up can ; down the -II  , ti.:, I al cast crate is a tar c rk fi r or .s :anti, f=art of 

life. it is not just a I. ac =to au, at np , a ,d s ;nc' 7a-, els; it pr, Cis c, 'rar of fie , . ct:s. My hon. Friends th.: Mc inl. ,rs ;r ;_ nr aI t";'est 

(Mar or , w t,tee an id; Fan far Mrsrth r T .:La anj R /miiey ,Oe at J es pt; 1 c i a._st that, in rural areas, t c .n c tee: be the only 

place ozWf?;'ra same sarvices are atic liable. It is no ;'.x{ ao ,eit- ar `Crt nC C o ' a s!fC€trle. 

I reccga .0 that we are lit a g I ua .,vc. ,;`, uc „ a i, i I .re ,,rj .cog tuE . ,u ch rau  _ Y UI i  i i5 E iU rim g S~='rie 

ofthe P.. i _ int.'s t uca=lain ul :ciLF- i h t i` sir p[;' a °ct I _ C rres w0. .avr in. vV' ut  hc~t, tC C'Ve i9i irit auYv 

apparcrne.y one itr J thou c I , c= al"wJt r aU ui -e nriui iUt 3 v  k Cc oa- u p ctgrtai .r°;< Ui ,a aged .:clans, .,.~ :uc ut :-sua.in(r 

at hc, ' can r;aakcc one of our r " uc rat. a _, t a ,<u ltiv 5' ccs Cl u z' .t c rrat wry. 
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r:r=rd t re '1e be tar ve Aef rld , ~ f , t)' `-re jI ' rrcde od ao ~t v ,1e, sIrr sr =d t=rat ,a ter,. t,:. a,=ate, pc .t c, rit=es—the 

g r a a :nair .nt arr, t st e€.* la atrans_ n : re `ga b= ck yt r ; an_.e V tar _iLi i r ceps. 

There, ar , pl:_ns o r) t. . ar as wi re his e r„ 1 hat al . sc-n t rkf rg r, ra rtr' ' v 'ay it el ng ;ru. of ces gr .ng r nr , ag 

tryir times, b th ire aa, t of the =: t si g z.rr t' _ ci at  L se-vice provided ant on the ternary of eranp13yr,er t aft ered mckes me 

question the un,{UI in` ra on ale. 

When Consumer Form,, c , ~r ti ~~ i , , =r ur tfrr {r ait. = ,~f service being proaded by franchised branches in WHSmith a few years 

oga, ,_ .mchec', f art_ri t err •s, ' rut tine ~~ `_,r r *._r w eft the 

rou ut r:uunter pJnitivns sturtea, ;:U31ue u, r ao,ia:: u a, . i PIUPc ,vr:re a ,o  u

accCSS, as nn said. 

The Post Office's own monitoring suggests there is no drop in the quality of services foUowina franchising. However, as we have never 

seen its monitoring figures, I take that with a pinch of salt. The consta -ic:r organis~.proi, u r.. rt'? is doi i , it , . r; . arch on the 

matter, which it is hoping to publish in the next few weeks and which ,at r<ttatilr It8 €u a us. 

Shen lookinq at what happens to i hen branches are franchised, it is not hard to se^ v, ~y t e r y f sr ry a r:op, 

Neil Coyle > 

share 

Istlr,'re r cl at: -)Ii I F+ie n fudt crr= .0 te,,,.ler ,ei ,rice, but csuuu`I pa~ _i~run '.,a' lac po,; u ,r €t~ r:-̀r. r , t~„ 

conkpurr << -:=ci u_ .J ae '~u~,f:a.urs in tax cree_is r>rG§ raar , r r i ~. re ~sgsr ~sur-rt . ,~r_

such us €'ra U U _err @n va le u , ru '_hu ±t'aU,..U( bN,ny kv ,tor „'-sle,, -,r tk }t, fatf. it :r t tar a s €r . e e tv 

taxi:: yer , atn ,a b, rai a .ci 4:ii t r- rty ;fIII.'.y ,.ost e- `1el =it :iae wee e fr"J t!

Gill Furniss > 

share 

My hon. Friend rrx key a very good point. This is not what taxpayers were expertina. We were lno9<ing at something for the future—a 

lot ; .f traxpay fir -r, rr n -y ter make this the gateway too fully functioning 0 G, h~ .'e heard representations in the 

Chrarrnda, r , 7rrwt a 4 r fl not been the case. 

,Jobs Mt  a=,od r ,rr„s card conditions are her rcpt .e all tot, of#trn .nth pa . ti=ne, m : maim ar ' rrMes. There is title n tract 

Lor a s e - mr, e, .et _.n:-f.d rr=tc ten sfE tr, i ft ;:rn ti== d l.? rs ..h. ,y, ;ta-rr. Fr am tlw I f r I itt North tia P r'a pr=int 

that t7Sr f€' ;: ju ,t 1., st  o I', C , o r cc' c-=nC, - r +r I,-ed ,.hr tip' JP, : tr e rnyt r°,ot" Cr ,`"'? „Ct`t~nt to ?CYt'

Tha,, r rer. nr ,c a.,',: h.. Pe C ( P m ;,ire rr. ,.rrh Or rte t: rs...rr per r U. :rk in `a ex ,nr ., }:'tnc. o ,;r, a, rlu ,lrry r 

My h,tn. Fie d [ ra Ierrhat for Hon ., rr idl . fm. 1.d r as (t: nth v -=sP ;aka n -rii t at xg -r inr 1 ff ,re ;,=a,i nn in 

drown s. That =nr rr if :_;t tt , 1  V. or,ss r• cr m ,-d sari ri n rn..u_r sty as,;at i €- rz in7E, r~r .;r.it~.arr 3 rnoP 

no istnkr' li 1'

Fran .whis la ; d, nc _ri the Byte o p . r. n. :or :utt aticns•an I dr idU °l l ar:hes are exert ;es in i_ abl c r lal. 1 0 0a r t:it,n 

prop r F hi er a ,errant. Tina b ar rar, Jet=d (,r I :rnc ins rg .-an,; to ae ' r ',rr >.arI in areas, dill r,np nrti, ,amply .iF   -q tr,e 

sery vL.ilai: .e t -, d ea y a!so .`va is„ad jrerps _iii ha mi, g r-ie en ra? 'ier. i,th of , Ar high street_. 

The PiJ '1h' ,a vlefvC1. t , ,P(Et! a iL -. 0. l li. a r't{: rIu e` , U', :.0 `I'1 ` tt'riirl~ E 4.x8 e.. 11rY1 ,a ' Irila r1 i C' e r`.latty 

Mirror  hiG t li 'i l t ( t iVd U. v7 C., .wtr 5 ,tC i afE? P{t ,taC r C7rl, ti u S tl ,, g j' a t.J t _t'p iL - CE{ ater. 

Tradition rl 1 t_ca r_naake it a Frur=` tr"rat' v  rtYr the other; or tin 

expo ins r c,, tin , lit al st:r e:. ha Sti  aG. U, at e1n Jar aS rt i ;Jis are _ e : rsL . st )er , c 1d = rc*:rer"a,ti ,)U 'lf`u and ,r dare ;t 

this

The art ~  rtn 3 Ri t , Errr ,, .r l  sr

future ti  r„ -_,7e currently on of r , rttfh I wet' ,r, , t:i ;rsPI  ocumerit ' led, I am at

does no tcsr ,nraugh, and, I urge the Minr,aCer to be hold in forar; irating a >trategy for the fr,tr:rF*, 

n kr r is , fir na ?vr: nn r nt th , f ,s  ,rc;mr ,; -d )r r;o k nq:: Po ricWile tii~ I inn ,ta rP. t`nt i"+r irle 'r r _ t „ ere far (a,, a 

revr I 5 f" rn1 (. ➢ n, r. . ~ t,'vI iii 1 '1;l <<  ,~,}' , ,I ?T ''t, C r "ry -I' I t` x' firr r  "Y' 

After all, tEa PO ,tC e1 P "t; i .E'="i , it '~.> rr , ' 11 I4: + l)yt ;a i -1 :rr f" tilt l9'0; Plc F~[ P"14.5~ "tiCw, I;P!  r€B ~;€;ri"i (3t rr r';l"dirt i.`" 
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starting kioiilt fc. e , =rf it i sr rvk .s. iJa ti , r:_tee t c:' bc= hs== - roil ti -, Ii.gh ~.tIc a_he e a ' t a o, At n' e o- n 

grec•'ur, rditl she explore hoer r.:ur ;rush: offices rc  can be the front office of Government and provide all the services that people 

regt.iire? 

I ask the Minister with gall iLer ity s.rhether she will call for a moratorium on any further franchising of Post Office branches untilthere 

has been proper engagement on l,,;hat the future of the service will look like. This proud institution, its employees and the 

communities that it serves deserve better than a slow slide into oblivion, 

The Parliamentary Under=secretory of State for Business, Energy and lndustrial strc tegy > 

(Margot James) 

W choir,,,

It. )l ., V '  . n.: :R "e fir rhs€ (-Ili lirrn -rr~ ;hil;, fi i~s,c~r. E .nnprm Ql. e t I n, z'A hhi ftr ! sE,_nn Nr, rh ~Krrjiq Hppi.~r j ors 

securing today's very important d i rste on the future of the Post Office. 

The Goa nr =en- re e the cry "ia, rol<< th ,-it post in ft:nes lla f in eor m it s t eras t "e ..ou~ try. l e --ho he nur -er 0 to oh 

we hKar,-- in .he .ieircte ro _ Ie ub o o-fscc, a  r tar ,cics ie r t aid aF twh? vr_ rk :n t e lust -)ffi _e r etu ork, inc U g r)er ?tn, 

excel en: p<=-,t c,.?ices here in tie P flare ofWestr -sinster. They d a Of . her. ljob. 

Bets' I , the C , C ll to mGI ilLaln, m e ti_ Uti+J t7'='tLr

11, 0 0 ) l~ktan, ihef c 5:; tn, ,?tired . E ,e C rit ii i€hi 6i yet tl}c ti€ s;CtrJ11'CJ the `Os` r.)i €Ce. Tfint I a r tI ve c, ,k Lt0 nW1 HLt'ttl 

natiwtshal hwt,rroi u' tau=_-tu` br ll. ;anr;LL augur C U tU '.ulefy, - `otl 4es fitrd'' ~ raxlhay,_ srbsityc ter 1i rai 

That sauI -,CI II- n -IiIst_eni nee---i s .vest 0 0.0 3 t ;iii iitr era' of -,1y ;;ur.T c. th to F ...u( JII mof ~e.0U ul ,..CS ,l sr Ir a1 uII it 

bran-.he_ a!hou I- beth vJe .0 hr.art litr_f., t'os It no .n c: iu zrhi;.h c auf err lei nu;~ be urn cc or lc'a r, o. F°= s aoi
that _tic ug;  as Pan id pendent L isi  w , deg nc, nt iV: -e i ° its do tc dest o- crtasdcr - 5 i dr .isi . as =ab at `he . eo ilia:

location ,t 1 -ar he , 

TadaV, n 8 5 hire li t ,,, ire mare thr e CA , €, in sf4 .o< is at its moststahl rcr,lr

k,rstslH sr t i r hcin the deb L rand mode _t, rri  r. co 9 w 

I1V4'SUiI sItIrik, ; . t.,,:=i"¢I iic-^L 11 rUr. _r<r.:~Er  , aEr' jk,n rr~ C'.'-d uCCersrt ar;r'rt: .i~.p " .. r , ., . . L! P. ~ ~:Bi ~C'; ;, ,.3+~5.~ 1 ~P lrrErr~°.

UK—mu f  --tt.. l iia ci s Ised,uie Ee hu!_vtt rr.} k. ieice for custai Errp,ai<f no:e; L~~atclll_

pro h,_sts s sr (. I , . O ff:a~

Catherine West > 

Can the r f ire rt<, r4 F Ir.~ €h t! iF ,!ia , rh- a a lot of puhlr fr.!arh. ;rro ou int. oh of h lr ~st caff--r ,r,l,, .hE. ~~ it i V 1 ,arty 

closed? 

MargotJames > 

Share 

The hon. Lug  n_ _t;r do' e  Crouch [no past office in her speech, and I made a note IL st! to ,u+ < ieswu',;at. I ca not co sit iert on 

that particular branch. Oc, osi_nc`ly - b ss, someone makes an investment, it c'=aes slot we k a t rznd ` ie % ht. t. to cut their 

Losses. That happens in ant basin ,ss. 3 cl_i n r corrrr+ent on the specific branch, but ! will, lorelr< it ro t°ie °ghat- er. 

Neil Coyle > 

.~ hare 
. ...... ..... ...... ..... . . .. . .. ... . .. . ..... .. .. ...... . .. 

Will the Minister give way? 

Margot James > 
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,harms 

No, not for a few minutes. I have very little time and I am going to make some progr :-s;. 

Cu point' hn oh t from or extra 200,00( opening hn,irs oven y ,nieek and the tar st S,i i i rr the 

rw2twor L !L'in ri;)rM i` fii ft "p C; (s r;", n re >4 St `)f $E'e I"R`n"te rl 1Pt rk l' nt'rr irtl rh ^. ":iss 

the 10 bion,' fit"::=, ,'R his cones, j, customer's now nave a o f in 

half his locai hrorr-hes open on, Sundays. 

The subsidy nee .led to sustain r.he network has drop,ed rr.e r ri le .k c c5 0 r lli ,r 2 . t + 0 , it to rhis ,er r, C1 d ,n . 

continue to fall. The business continues to reduce its losses: it has gone from a loss of P-120 million in 2012-i3 to cut ill cu in 2015-16. 

I wot_s_o like to re r.,r are crry hon. Fr en ' Lisp -_ o, i=ee for Yeo t .tr ;a. rr.. _), ~c;ho is not in his place not.. Li _it t e rr3`aet -A k. o 1hcu 

is a ,no - urr% o gr,,, s.?cr LiJ'i. it t r L y- or, here v ere 1,c? fa.  the=-e r e r DY, i I,, 43. T of is a v ry , rhotil t td 

like ii ke Lhc rao It. .'lec.:us I I .av: be-n :,v,itr oL icr ee .iy iii .. u '.hc cro ii ,t , L; rn{;.ie o t u v' ~u.te, is dv ii th tu_C L ino=. r 

Gov :m, ucily i:alt „ie gin- e host o tr,e 'Pe nt y , us _to_-ed, cr seP~/at to `te e alV Lsys ,u.sidx, wi'_h 

petitions n' io:. , 0- ye un , tits C vc rrr m to tF . cc La ar ,,aov= r riio Li r ro th._m is st ,bi. cd th n Lvv€ r k i ith ni i<imal 

Losses. I C0001 1. .,lt.re the I-;oard, i ar ,gr:env .t c: .id ioh of Post Office Ltd on 11 fey ho _ r. hi ii d. 

All that has led, of course, to customer sotisfoction remaining high, at 951%'6. Also, the Association of Convenience Stores produced its 

local Si t s  .6J Cs , t:`X''i 6 sy 4'tdt pLn full h ' 0" , fi"  rt UvS➢p1 uF rr4C ,Li" uiU Prd , .,~ r ru. dS . 1 

service , "I Li -, i, ~I1 i ~r~ . @ . as ,Le'' Lh- i,. j.,1 fey ed ;zrt, w r bJ LI . P.<iLlir . € ,, rpl 1 fir . Li , tk rt,= jtritt , upvcfl>jr

Phil Wilson > 

(in the Chair) 

~~ SI"Bu rC 

Order, 

'm sh ;iP 

People would not think that trait the tone and tenor of the debate this afternoon. [Interruption.] 

Phil Wilson > 

(in the Chair) 

Order. 

Margot James > 

f;Ptr~r,

Shur 

wit ia, c ( `s,s a '  Lull n t 'Oh s. n!ad t, ' ,h e `'IeriLo s tr i I e sort' ,o, ., 'rCLerr., C fL -B! and 

for 1-,n€v dq--,, ar y Fh'alt=.=-,y ' cp€ 
1 

"I r yer,1h, ) i; ,d: t e t 'th-tr rc -ter i ast o9i „,.,, i i ';:r~tt ,c to ul ; I(, 1b rd

respr r: tye 6 a t vr.,y sar , tl'dit E ,hr anarale'o aii _„c .i i~; tiro r t aar i . 11 v'{ar st =cu :h€ irac ril r'leii ioc it L rv..; l t:~151 ai ices;

beccs,ase attli o : c rrantl: rur,rm a' a lass. For ev 'y ;your d irlat s S lei ' in he :0s".. af c , ter i .rev ,h: _itu .sae _ of

hr or be hs I i1r C -svv alit< g i..:3L: no tc pe t c i rc ,ni:,rg i_. U : h ve .o  net alai t it i. 

hF inwei in aa'.d,gr=a l=.r a gc°ti i I h is  arc,,, [I-=an Is Pr 51 1, Co h a . iy rn r in ii' _sMy=shat= 

~''vvc hir Sc iLh Ni =air Bic ~k) 'ht t1 = c .> v ps t r _fict th =re ,vas t o ,In rs'r ei ,I p r ti' ,t wr,ras -pe 't. i a is really 

C 1iy *hat an`r,rt nor e'-• i- on tint- to'ie =,or - s a h ar ,vh IS e i=,ad . a s:,y r ao'st ti : c acct or sorle r h~ - cans, tuc nts. 

Geoffrey Clifton-Browo > 

{ Share 
. .. ... .. ..... .. _ .. .. 
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Will the Minister give savoy? 

Margot James > 

share 

I am So r, l rn - - irrrr forthe hon. Member fr s_,r"r =rr k1o' thu 

As I said ,.av ier we _a no ker-p t e.s - Cr:_;wr pc=,t cP it -s open Inr._' l no rnn e,, .7n. st .k r , o r c ,m -,itr:en' to een post ffices 

open in a rP ri.rrr,. ar ,i . Y i_'IIr :it a -o , w er ofiren is :.:he .,)g[, serum .~ 1F:'r. r -' 1 1 , ith or -e r tI use ; rr,.vns th r r. = rlmi q, 

v ,.rlkinrg < short 1i_ Snr:£ sr re t imr; tr a rnor- c+ -lve`,IPr r tncc-rt an, to c, ml/HSmith, is a small price for customers to pay to keep 

t is r eta ,, ;rrk op-.ra nrf -lrr . ::ie _or nt"„ rr, sr v e ecorionnic. 

Mhairi Block > 

o; Share 

Will the Minister give way? 

Margot James > 

{ Share 

am realty sorry not to he ohle to moos nv inn n. hut I have qot to stop in two or three minrrtes'time.. I wont to rrnsvver n couple of 

points made by the non. Members for Sheffield, Brightside and Hitisborough 6 irg e r.!rni ; nrd for Hcrrru-a West (Mr Tironns;. 

Use of G ,rernment services at pa =. o-'lces is down bu 400,1b, which is d or not really f Pre sae a hr: ge ; -nproifeme-- t

that, he lrth so man r G we, rm .rat er ices— ar etc= lcc. or th , nn ,tot ve cl 1 1 an'V 1 h ar 

ape 10 in hr. . sn tr r we=rlIE ha,,. e ,pe. er yec :sir lar 1osr.es. I a -i n , icr nnc. e r optfui ab It no -he : serto hrs 

gro 1~ 17' s i.c w0'l. i is et_.V, "y Iilit_.CPv%c d° v1--ir : r~.ar,T FP ,fif~`{  a n r,iC t !`. @tr Esnkvf 
,n 

r; i1 

and ;;:ill _ e .,Te, r ,no F r :ry ,es. H;. r. Cs. n per, h ,e ;nir:;e.r -. wP th a b rn )rr rs ..or ,std ` e ,'rlri Rtr, It cI r aa. a .gil ' rate, 

and tno, damn c , e a o : o po v f >r t_r,e i ost Iff e. i ev . hE, for ii a, ::rlc. rl  ̀ In in he, s, rr r ;e =) t Oft e to em th s 

opp'.rt0 ty ,vs fu th-r, 1 I  1  r!cI job. Iwi,. . r.uncl n r qtr raf r aut on ;hr is,for ety—w tt not 

unfr ' 'tr ,',r. P ss st  r the are 0Il part of—more a °d rrorr h akin i-,  n  c ;n- onLne ,is ,rreli, hr,rt I do see some 

groo;r,dr r,)r hope in tht *tors 

Iwar` tc, tali` a !,it boat WHSm`ti . R g it r ar r lAHSr-tith rare acf us re =ov: eit eP 
rac~ nc or ar .hi :inq = cr" 0' 'CC services. 

Virtually ..rll sire er emain or o- zr g- ti p hl it or ,erant tcc_rtions. l acceirt ti :rat some -c n, n "ty, 1 tP ::ik, of P of t 
of, 

61—

post ,di na- op =rote n. '01HSrr to _rarrh =; c re c r ti, ~ ft r,t c oo'. Tr rt r=oes preser  is tees- for peopl,- rw t r3 ,r;a[, lrt gas, -at -he, are 

rssar.s tr it I. e r_,rk9.:nr_r rn e ho e r =59:`JeC n . an n  With lc _aI rc rp. or es_ 1 =g f ea te'_E16 dir:uhr. tie Trey ,as 

man - rge'to prc ridr:: lifts anti also in ,as.. of uft iare,.rkdu n, mobile title so that people with disabilites can be welcomed into the 

branches 

Mr Gareth Thomas > 

< Share 

What about the mutual option? 

Margot James > 

< Share 

On the mutuatisation that the hon. Gentleman mentioned, yes, the Postal, Services F0ct2p11 requires that the Post Office he 

ma  ;it hrr r)d!. hp 1 1 o. re.sh F. -_r it r ~,r set in ; AT tP m air-- t. . r _rrrt ,nee in ,rrr , <lc ownership 

and ,ire f .r+,a nI .t. ,s -a r rr 1e', err' In r r~•.. 1 it rr , Ir gad r -,ace l v ,u' 1 h c- ,r- C ,'n 'r~ rr'a 

suet riror i ilit; th,)n , , i ii  It ` le r 5rS rr . (;-orr{ 'rtl;'; Ch . Par t rHr . ^ 1 tint,- in , ; if n lA v'r rslrl nol I) Llhr,a to n`t~ ,Siri~ cp E.  i;tlt

pIaniafotitiak .r.r rr,>"rand nr<af ltj .t,, . rrr I(1, vey-rtr. ,e.. 
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The bon, M fc,r' LL!toI, North lsr, rrtc,ae he vU t c- sou. H l 'sic' 1, c-nd _'cis ,us Me rb rs avr called -o 1'' t[ . 

Post= e t 
,c 

rei. ud e~ . ° cc nvi ae t re,t h .pp ns, eHc, a '=1ais is a' ra sic _ aer-ae t hua c 1~. —.ut s to 

Gabe r,r, nt inv stir en-, ti L.  -)tfi. e is nc ,r it a ,r -.:or jet pu its it )ei uin . n ut zti ns +st t'' Fire/aLos. l ai aUr its 

busir:ess arrjnyvrrttnts, i Pat is ti^ ar , tc tht i10 e ve tm= rt _rho', azvk i7cr : rr ,sd - in ta al r

Phil Wilson > 

(in the Chair) 

Order, is the (Minister going to leave anytime? 

Margot James > 

I earn. Is i, tirr,e t„r a. to give ss ya Yes, I do opologis. i alas loUKin:s aY chi uve is gir t:. .will c  sa !w ~o tie " ,an, 's

Luton North, and I apologise to him. 

Kelvin Hopkins > 

;hare 

I thank the Minister for giving way. I hove very little time, but thank you for chairing the debate this afternoon, Mr Wilson. I also thank 

all O- iu 11. "it r do > -Eu ,Uc'e i ..,n `anc, c.€ r,peEl~, ~, ,d r. 5 ,ur ate spr cr eb t : - t,9te ue,~arr. h cAte rill ~c~li. ,~ tlt ,i it ruir_e. 

There i S.:IUr , Lk ea, tc t te= iLs `JL . e ne' L I;as r.. l - ie UL ,u rrs,t Fy <ecri ,ir ti=e c ,'se ' aJ I r ,f tr mister 

that =ntc , as a see . rrc :U Ida'-gas_ .I o .e a epi E,, 'nth tip-~ F, , rL- e, .I r pr so 'aa ,e - ttnru e .ch r,f r ,a pl==s,rion 

pare _:::.. iP :,,y''.ti,'0 t: .y t , i i;,rt c; t r'rt@_ CAperc rcl fa 1-he ut_,re' I Ir_ ae ;o Syr ,ctt i U, E I c,tlic UP ac; ai to + ✓vit E Ll c- h{i .Iriuter's 

resits=rise, because she cur ,tar 'tly .calr:ed rA-"' rt -ua ,it ;:ec, aa I ru. ph III. i . . e. asjtL. 1 as Inv ,La c s a ,ices and 

corn ru .y :=sets. Ifti°ty _!e'.ca br rI e me ,e cja ic;1 v al lu, t e L_-sve ur, ti nt. ho -e I 3 it ake~—

Motion 1 = s ci, and sitting adlj, urned without Question put (Standing order No. 10(14)). 
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