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Previous debate 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Rosie Winterton) 

Next debate 

{ Share 

Before we come to the statement, I wish to make a short statement about the sub judice resolution. As has been said to the House on 

previous occasions, there are relevant active legal proceedings in the Court of Appeal. I am exercising the dtc'noion oOen to toe 

Choir in respect of matters sub judice to allow reference to those proceedings, as they may concern issues of rr:.fl Moat to t r , arose. 

However, I urge Members to exercise caution in what they say and to avoid referring in detail to cases that remMo hefare the tour f of 

Appeal. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business and Trade > 

(Kevin Hollinrake) 

Share 

With your permission, Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to make a statement on the Post Ot c e and conlpeouotioo tot tine Horizon 

scandal. 

The Horizon scandal was a truly appalling episode in this country's history. Our postmasters—those hard-working, thoroughly decent 

peupi ., who g',e r rich ocrr cu. rater n r fjh, 
rrl:rciSs the count y were made to suffer Igor I '' r.rrlty trod for many years. We 

wares. . 1 ., postma. _r, r who iought to exnoor in .r, ir;ustice through tie Hiatt Co ort to receive cons , o,n Ir.ot too on a similar basis to their 

peers. I out on record our thanks to Alarm bettor nod ate Justice for rs.m' . rttu r, rs Alliance, and to irrony or hoot, rrurnalists and 

par =urner tarians, who were key to the cans aigrl 

On 7 Dec. rubes area orrou mixed the c, a .ine of the group litigation order coat perr7rar oo ,,r eme. i r.an deiirll .er;t to tell, the Hoase that 

from today, the S . r erne i t open ta., t ' dve :iarro' u!_,', ails of how to charm cur be MOttO 00 tint' t4 v . 1pw'rbrslte. I ant rit'w a to OLD 

mere hat today wit it further informs,'on ,o id pin crop copies of that ;'torte titian, the scheme appl 001 ron form, scherr ac grr do ocx _,nood 

prinoiplort. . arid nuaenfri005,7 ad on,wero for the sehrnrae in the Library rrf the douse. 

Our le[j I. provers aw to tray to mpernxr.rtit, rye.  me in Aug r ,..t 2(02 4.. We cotta itt iy intend and expect to man:'. } G, 13nto at a rOt tooter than 

that:. ~. r . ~.r a ~.a.e , . :a'.r, n model. We . ~.,~. ,~ , fc at r; s maims ;P,te `ie9 CI !il ,, ~,r.e ~~l ~F. f I~GL lNu ^J~l, mi.a ,~ `s mN ..Y. P ' E 1 e, i i ed ,+ p" 

faCifrot , no 't3 rr ow lfte tine fair and prom ot resoi 000 it of e0c B cmi se. We trove a( era o. pnn0n e.d .',Cif iR show Gi_.tdard as our external 

legal a .ie, r,e. un ;r I.F ,ae Thirty Porte he an i.errtrootad to ren.F 7 mn d 'c.eir of .rs.. 

In December we ulso announced on rodeti:rvock, at codvisory board to oversee ton vc erne. Reports Pr meetings are av of r. , to on 

gov.uk. I put on record rrry it no iho to bourn members Professor Chris u-loirges arm h r~ofessor Rich .a Moor e.as,, u , r' 11 or to ,}.r, right 

hon. Memberfor N > l.h Durham. ir i0005) and Lord Arbour rant—who is in tire PoLitic Gnllery—bxio +l whoa na'.e Cottg her  t r less 

campaigners for thewronged por tnrasters. I am plea. et, to 000arooe th„ :I pit at rho nravtrr try Oorr , wilt Pr .'1,r1;idah to cover 

the historical shortfall scheme, postmasters' susper „r ,it/ 000 cootoensotton far 000trnrnisxns rvitn ov rtrtmoed convictions. 
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I am pleased to ,.'-r. ti1 . l ,r,;:i ;Jr+egress is also being nradw. r , tae t , t office on con ,,'ensatina tither grcr Lrs of postmasters. As of 

20 March, that I c..t u[1 ,iG , .J._'v^I C' 0' han £17.6m in cL. ir, , . ,,( ii J J c,  with o'r rturned hiwt:orical convictions, 79 

postmasters :ave received irate i:n r ,,ire e a aynients, and 49 L;o iJ .crop ra s,, cl. . Sri err. f . I,i I~ost Office has 

reo 'C' full and final ,,s. ,~, ,, is in four ca s. 

On the his a ria 'ant' Ct eme, 9H '/c of eli+iible claimants N 'I ra smr d offers of compensation, totalling £90.2 million, as of21 

March. I recr~cgri s I r,, is l,'cent ua',teks col (,-ms have hoe i rr, , a_f cir,. a tax position of claimants in that scheme. It has always 

been the intoa^ti , o ,l th  rL Ul l ❑ .,i mw--, r r , u , i ,i6r,, f ai =hear should have been in had they not been affected by 

the Honk. 5 N,r U U -- /  C 'C ,,,,unt to see fail ; .'n R .ra isa i call f.,;d !ms, and my De.1u', I went is working urgently to 

addres . I v ,t i',sue w+`,, ' 
i 

. H' ,' C ff ,,e, the Treasury .1°f( I I Eis Maji'tS',r ., ,, , Cnr .;tnd

As we fi r  a '. it fi naraci, a, , 1a,1:a nation st.rE in F, -u must never lc , sigght: oft, ra.ar 1, ' s;nrot of this dreadful injustice. That is why, 

as the H '/dill d.. l-,r''i, t„i AI,Yrl ;'r iarrr.> i .,u lr, a _,t 1tl.a 'IC C, ,'r1 CC') . .i , „r! .rt. ,uo 1t. wrong, and to identify those 

resHolr.a.;i it fcar „ ,i 1 ; hug, a F d s,r ;i,  ('rE' r s,. k,le, we can hold them to ac,r c ,, i . I con nfI d this statement to the House. 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Rosie Winterton) 

{ Share 

I call the shadow Secretary of State. 

O ! • 

Jonathan Reynolds > 

(Stalybridge and Hyde) (Lab/Co-op) 

Share 

I thank the Minister for his statement and for advance sight of it. 

Ito) I;c, i by C g ;r,E.,ta to Ala , .~1ies and 'he= 'V '1 fr, 4.asssc1_ i a i ic.• , J. aic C. , , ;1I a x=,.1 I . ,i ..;ar 

corn . C l C, . i t Vi c'- ti red ti6C t(i , 1. I C ,i-H t Clil, i rn t,) 1,E,C i 1 , Y ?,h  PY r, c d -t:[; F  Nr (i!T?"1C 'CC ., . ,;:7 i: F9 ISt: P r C.i C1i.f ctf 

their E( t. .. ., e; rl i ,, r "d jr la , NC a' n. . t. „o., t.;' 1aN' 0C ': o r ,, - ri , ., 1 i iC ,C Li u'r r.. " 1,7ri:h C s ''C 1' ''1 ,IC Cr=;

poll. C.:,11 i , t: oe r'- CC" 1 " I CC7l C = lC ,:aged an instrumental role in helping to chart a route to justice for thousands of 

people. We all C, C. t[recrt si,y o iC C,,) ror that. 

The Hou - c; i e ,a. in,a" y j resf . i , f "Cat tl_ Hnr,Ia+1 s("undal has been a shocking I ,,CCS_ice. Indeed, i sh, nk it is ne excigg r..lt. :fir, 'CC? 

Say tb I  , .0 :  .. XC uls r  , a6 U,rn 4}C ,, U ,/C „O ,C "CCJC t® hPor , „C [' ,il~ X 1C s',, o,  Ci'iI ; CC' i3' 

op,ret' y e ;r ,c, fi. „l, tft,u , C ~, .~ a ~ - if ,t Oar: St. 1.  tl' , t t„T ,C~1„ .~7 C1, tl i, C,~('.n . i t Sh? .tl i:;, i , ,, i, 
S 

to I i ,l W 1. 1?: a7 C 

C' i t ic;n r „ , cn CCOC.n'.rii r ,:, C' Cr, r:r ~,{=I,;c, m . I / , ,il ra.>,.'-, tr o, r.r C, , ,_t tl rr ,,; ,r ,rata .a -f, l,a i[ , ~C7 iitr,CC)P5 oils 

exterr i l l ".ic;i. (C C,,. , , r,re ;rite r•._ ; ,,i ,l.l , Sara ,.a F oc;y, 1 . 1 , E ,;t I e, r, _; tr,rtllc E.nMI ) e... , t, f.lHshaw addard. 

th , i . I , P CIrhi'II d , r, .~.Icr ..,,, 1 p, _  . h ' ''C  In ..,1tta  s , ( ,c' ra ( ' , r o ri;/j, ft , .h,, ,ii , r'k' on t is matter, I ,, , 11 a re 

t of I l a ';Cr_r , Il. fa H1'1 _ r ,t✓-) t r' I tc2ei ,iCt, C, ,t , ,,t.t ;„rt,t. o  'ect  l" tfla t,ik "i r. r1 Qi :€ te hove toy_ ,r.0 ti' lI' - .0 

pro, :.i er tl s r r,i.r a; ^ e itia .E. v r .1 ' CCI, ly, ti ' H -' it r,aro' . ..L[osc ra lLarr l t5 5 C,, l. r u5'w r. : fa l sc 7,,r;r~. r rlc.er7, 

one of ie , `-fit e,.iie5 tile_ '[IUrfr . . ! io rrl t,iiS )I5;:7 at ,V 5r.;' Srr'adc ,/ CC',ne_ ,H-' ," C, . a.' 7 a `,i C  t,) ~:'cllls for c0  f"3n t0 

be expo ar a -, t;ircm—a eampe,ir ' ,1i was e I  . , '-a lc C J t ;ore ,at ,set ,C,.gr: it r.0 , i;'sr; ago. 1 C - 1r :r lCC 1r :rtep 

now isfor tha=,, c . CC-C llsation to re,,, , C ai,rtims as qu Iv its c" .s,:As, so may I ess the hr ---ter on the steps .i :CL''/-, ,'it l CI . .:a'.e to 

ens -c hr,l her ,,.a is Corn,' C' ,,, u= _,'.1, ( ' .:-; s ', ' IC'? 

I or r:ti. r, C o CC I  . r C  updCC''-, on the historic short- fn ̀ .I scheme. The Government's a,_nhition was for tl at r- -„h' _ lta Cn;;ietird 

oft'cc.iiroflast, ',;r' , , i .. L ..r atr'1e9:,thethr':r ' C, .1C, Ir i .,G1t;eSaidtlyt93%ofe.l)k,I „'i 'ra C '[3hadh, C o!Cdr +'ri , n 

core . ,ens ation. The Minister h' IC,s the figur : of an day, so can he c)i IC' 1 + r I . ,. ,,theme's completiCi; C l; I ' .0 I ., n 

was pleased that a , =raised th•: -ax issue. vi'lI lr, cx n u arming back to the Ho' 'r ,,CC'i I e canto prr ,'r „ c CI' .rr l C,,,, on 

the wart .' at he said :e is doing? 

Tad")'' ,C "CCC C"icement is , . t C CCi, IC„'', cssr. . ,,o: ci.. .. , -I! as,rcait the cone -i iC C t t+7c CC blic inquiry, and its recommendations, 

surc. this is one of many ,t , 5 tF, CC ' C( r''C , P _c1?:r t , )W r, .t" l ,,'- Cl , ,Yl CI 15C  been the most insidious of injustices. 
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Kevin Hollinrake > 

-C Share 

I thank the hon. Gentleman for his words, and for welcoming the statement and the opening of the scheme. I absolutely concur that 

we should all be grateful for the work of my predecessors—not least, as he said, my hon. Friend the Member for Sutton and Cheam 

(Paul Scully). 

The hon. Geer1 , IlfClru is right to say that ewe want to do th ; a uic:kly as pr ~~>i!, . . rirr ~'c'r , ~ ,rah f l York of the advisory 

board, which Is V ,piny r ., .he 1 0 .1,i3, r` e scheme is o on a set of rsh ie fi I:I .a: compensation is delivered 

more rapidly and that ihr:u is a ci r, it to Iu I. k ir,, r ill .d '~s FI~ I' . e.V  m i:, the case—we want to get 

those payments out it tiirr door at t r l ii vi.e oppo dl

Again, we are wr , pace on x issue. Clearly that is a mutter of taw as well as of tax policy, so getting that right is key. We 

have to or r ,k uric o tI e Trr r ,r crrlr I l 'I[ C to ensi,r,, t rat we r , right, hi.r, that is a determination and a commitment that I am very 

hap r'  r. . , .r. I . rl,ai,o n hlti!tier ann r ~.1, c",r., .nC>rtly. 

Mr David Davis > 

(Haltemprice and Howden) (Con) 

{ share 

At lost. I rem ia , `le House that 27 people have died in V 1 .H forjustice. That said, I commenri a si .i=,:- ot IJ l,is processor for 

their fi : n r.n >~;,y r ., dr ,r ,n delivering it e r e sor i.rry 0 ,c ,'„ i, tii. irr urr t,r .,N@e k rr presen . .r n~.mg 

the vi sri so. t lit .IIi ~f,y- SGt.IOn for a voi rty :Df reasr;o_`i, not d r, ($ "I)o r .0 `v (.. lEir to .s same, 

undo," L.. d, .l i rt U, v 5nry 0 r.sf r{`j -;nrn F' Q; iv`oe rrl are in ti (i _, roer—w I f.

Kevin HolLnrake > 

x, Hire 

r . I ti ;r, , ,, right: , r. s~, rirt IV'gar ;~~~ .<<l ~. I ~ ^. c~kx~o.,i_F t yr _ r* l ta, o, ~ tr; e ~ s i rr: Ii i i ;~nc;  L~ h v v

corn 3 6 __°:I a4 ,'0!i,,. ^. a`u b ., ii. od ,.ilk +Oi c.i ti- ,t ...(".ly L01 t_'oe t, d:, t C' o u oC d . I l9a r;} , t ' I .:_,t r il r• I 

oleo;- 8 JI'i in'  s(ioledling W%i , a hj CA 1 , , iso. " C5 'x,t'j;'II to  so   .J .;a l l 7;"I i 6_. 4'es, ,r , ci': ,r tiILe ',r tt _ r,t s . .'1 r, ,,Jo ,,,I 

every S,n9ie i8rs, ,. ,..'` the 555 who li.. I. r.. li r .'i(15CJr {•J : K' IL So LiIut on oc i.Ss f ile iC?II. t _i " I1 . ira`JJ0 o , ~ f,rn, l` r  f: i'lrt§'c 

schemes deliver In , ;iii;:rrsores anu , esre  w r:,v + them. I am deter so c 'is i.ire ti ll t a, us is tine udviscry 

baud. We v I ,, i.o ParII. .l, dtriu at Members . r,r rare `,r I lh i n is the case. 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Rosie Winterton) 

.; Share 

I colt the SNP spokesperson. 

Marion Fellows > 

(Motherwell and Wishaw) (SNP) 

.{ ,Share 
....... ... . .......I. .... .......... ......... . .. ......... . ..... ..... ...... ... ..__ ... .... ....... ... 

I tho is 'lit Minist= .r `'r- ;l w ,rt, lerit. Ofcu it ;,s ! v,irlcome what he outlined, and, as chair of the all-party parliamentary group on 

post oft ices, I am vet gr r r`flat to him for kt , d wie updated. 

I I' ~ .( rr, u a r rC 11r r i r rra:, in ,r, .I.rl ,,~l trrri non ih  ,vr aii„l it '.': II' sum  to CI' ' .ion—that 

is roall', ii;crCant. The N u ;ter has tot' ert . bout achieving parit.,r, and I think he will agree t 0- c:1 t; 'rat must be none. I woule, be keen 

to ti r ll r come back to t, , i loose to t' t  r .r. nttier,Hg and that rl , r, turf <:r ll,, = ii0 r,Ih, i uric not run out oftime. 

I think it•worth mentJo idi urt.ain the h1xrd . , I< rkine h,, tiW ,I ,.t, ;.,r rncrtists such a., rook o'voll try hrembers ofthis House and 

by frarrn Hcrnbers WI . 'it  in the ola Ie , ,krce. They ho J' rl.i tii, ' c seat heir., to the APPG. I come into the Hour ;r, not knowing 

anyruirra ,it I.'t Horizr,n ,,A -1n G rl ei iW krxuw what I knew o. . ~. ! cc r;~c rtrila.r ister and ,z .,,r,a r . S,_, r. . i r' ;,r?n. Member for 
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Sutton and Cheam (Paul Scully), on grabbing hold of this matter and making things happen. So many people will be grateful. 

Kevin Hollinrake > 

Shine 

I they," . ( IIcw.. url,r 'Ui i kind words and f:)r Old. it U'tii'' I !- does ., r,'l,7ir rp~ i 09C ui1'{y fr I G-:i ! 7 (5rl F o rffli:eS. 

She ._, i i i t t tlA. °r C!~e t I a:;,! , ,.:..l'rrr V i ti ~,tre ,,, , r( 1k: r31y , yc,r i enso Fr- , `.I F , i false time. It is no, ideal to 

have' L; er ! ,r i u 0a%1 ~. I lfl~ tahi ,atii` Yf,Vu -r•iC I .EIUt: I F , 'J;i"imi. C>, i •l i i on r ! , f.'n In .E:' )il k: ('1 try across ti e three 

schr'rnt i; , vvh,,£ I `dv( I. n ` . ,! ~; I<_ f oCr' :i l 0,`y 6,!, i. l!"l i  ✓I . (n 01 VFFn-e i make sure there IS consistency 

ocror:,: 'i i i`rn. 1 1i 11 t1';t 4'.i'. 1 `R'.li Iu Y l..e Es>!I f:o io(t7,.7t . -, ri i"d I 'v Ii Cr f} 'a c'., r,.l, YI'.' r , l:; i'P: r Cr7"ti9Ss. 

Sir Edward Leigh > 

(Gainsborough) (Con) 

+{ Share 
....... . ......... ......I ... ........ . .......... .. ......... .......... 1 . .... ...... ... ...__ ... .... ....... ......... 

This is a tr~r rilule randnl a-1 6 Post Office L ii I' nut 5t for purpose. Thirty yerfr rg ), ,r+} n C vain r 'opt Cf`c- minister, I tried to 

privative I i!s ,lr a •, c 'J €t I. :ill r u ^7,, , ! v Ii-- ear _ek, i hod n meet w,  . I l :7i I7n „i ;,'Jord, nor ( .i my 

ex-. tl-le it  ilaia in o Ft u._ P .ct{li 1 7 u rre:ti1ing good to come out of this scandal—namely, that we pass control 

of CF ; -. lss i , GI' S, 'M Ou r£3t ro,!~i t ! i 1Lis^tii. a. 

We // C _ i :Fi!e ,...lout f ~clsi 1 ~tlic,. tcl ., j hi' ,+ell i , .,.Fir'y fl  c'ti in i R tho 'r rir ";i1 trr. ✓, ir'n r, 'y; is!-f 

£4(I t), )tiu :1tUl 1 ti}p tlPSiI t<S 'uu l 'U Yr.r n I - 1 ;. o lf'{;£, d 'e7!1ri ate, ....-..`.rJ 7n26.3c P, J'd i'le i t 1 . 7 vvjr.nttn 

sub-po. to   1SI' ilciV ~r)r" . 1~1 i, ,I i- a stat: ,Af managed c' e, e-n il P a! i ' t e ri g .tort ,+age. I .!rote= t.o the 

Ministe ri.o l t „~ Ch, °~,c, r..tr,iF fly .v' r,J t: e /eater by ncz;r-✓. I do note -( _ ,i ~c lrn,. .r rya-,, to niy question, r, t viLl he 

at lea'.;. l ove ,tn F, f11~ d in r~ '. take us' forward anti pre Sr to to V ;, in .;fu. v& J 0 )/ V -postmasters, particularly in 

rural Er is/ id 

Kevin FloIV.inrcike > 

{ Share 

I thank my right hon. Friend for his points, and I also hope that some good comes out of this terrible scandal. I am a big fan of mutual 

organisations. I am happy to have a conversation with him. I will respond in writing, and perhaps we can meet following that. 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Rosie Winterton) 

a{ Share 
....... . ......... ......I ... ........ . .......... .. ......... . .... ....... 

I call the Chair of the Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee. 

Darren Jones > 

(Bristol North West) (Lab) 

.; Share 

I thank the Minister for his statement and advance notice of it, and the members of the advisory board for their important work. 

I want to focus anon fll !a,° o t thce of the Minister's s itr i"nt, wh 'i~ r ry in , nrtant. He said that the intention of the 

comp-' n ! n} ,,f 'eine is 

''t0 ii ;t 1 /7,i nl  , i . / r 1.r, l a;;, ,'1 1 In e a .r !=y t , ..., rlfi .r:1-tr l Vt t V v. ' ,.a! ,. . . 

He will. i,! s3+d' ! 11 1 I .il,: tilt . !!!f .rl; !,r of: ITi . 1 ,!'+Q lc/:" !, F { 11 Ir i i r`' V. r I0/V Vr llrvl. ;it. !E Vital xf . .t',` t{ ., t'.i7ndal fuel that 

/ V
 

s r  ,(1iJ1- mt I / V V V VV . ,ni:,!9 I 1u„irV hr V !'C 1lf r! V1 .I~ 1r v r ri1ii cf f I1 . . 9fViii 

for those victir...s ut 1) ,ess tl"iey should Toll/ ,u tt r rir;.'r'!:'! 1 ii'It «il'c c' -' -   i +r. Ora at'.3 e r'`, or i[ , , iV VC o . `Aol ., rl: tile: 

Floor of the House I odoy'r° 
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Kevin Hollinrake > 

-' Share 

I am grra,efiuI to itleIiIc fi fr)r n s work os ( f ne ,.de t , to ittee. There is a clear process in the GLO scheme for a 

claim C t -o . -,.i clr d then se 1 _-!. acre is old ;',ac -ii an i , ,.,., hr. o>- Lled, and an independent panel following 

that. Thy i,o,;1 t , , ,o ;.,c -o ses, there si -I c be a m2.c  to get ,i ..o; i~l If roe has evidence of people who feel they are 

in t he Eit' C,. .-, t ,.+ c ,i ̀ , rs to, I wrl,,td bf K 01 i' ic; t i ,c'se cases. 

Andrew Bridgen > 

(North West Leicestershire) (Ind) 

-4 Share 

Itbankmyhon.Frier'o V '• -V I rxl a r~ r, ira g on th .~,..~  - I, ^v e . ,ifter l . ,`1 . ected to the House in 2010 

when I U,L:, II)-) r .,at au 4 Cr, : C' I' r ti ~; ,f Ihi,. ;.f ,n; al, my con Ii w,t I°i`.  t  I ii I rks to the d i, rf; ', -.- ' Ron 

We'- ?rli l ,a '7 tlii (  ( ^ lt`, u1. 'i, ( , IG iiral L y 1 i L : J'J" I 1 , -.i 1 .115 H:_7, e .F I I ;o Post 

Office and, II'' l I UIlt.iy~, t i, . ,.tie i Pi.. ~t.v , c c ci t,. w,: r Vi I h13 ,rl , o: 0 r ,l ;,I tha? exl . ,. ; m' l _s 

were at least I; is. i e .,nc1 . l ,t, tlh r. 1d bx z., 1 r, ,n I , ,.e  ,  of ,Jst.•:e. T, ,r as n 2 ; 5. V,'iR -,,ec t'' P,S1 tail fre House ,w 1 it 

has c1i<en o I. ' 1h cc to , ~ z tia a s c,on vv'he.°r rxa t ti . ,>Ir ii cc t a- I ' II it 1 is nr'w beginnl r t + be 

paid rtl , t .Ioe ..~ir ~..:' IL h, Ji t to ac-lci t rl wu:t: t o.t7  0 r . :Ire rr. .0 _ , a this ploiohged injustice uguinst the sub 

p05111 -1-

Kevin Hollinrake > 

{ Share 

Ithr,v heal tic ;-'d for his hoer ; l,c Is CI I r ,, S s`nfl it ~i c, rn rr;gi'' h'sr >==ue. He is right nor r .(r v^,tc " ,f Secs d Sic ht, 

who 7l Jv i , p eritical tr _SY,I i` 01 ll ,'g"C I r i.i;i iry t s 3I) .,Y .11 Cho I-I it' C ',  ti ,o ,a- ii r, o r  0 

she- t tv it i ament at its best and what it is capable of doing, and I pay tribute to all Members of this place and of the Lords who have 

done that. 

As I said, it took too long initially for the Post Office to hold its hands up and say that things were wrong. It had to be held to account 

in a court, which resulted in the settlement in December 2019. I agree that we need this as quickly as possible. It is also important 

that we get these schemes right. We want to make sure we get the compensation right the first time, and that is why it has taken a 

little bit of time, but we are in a much better place now. We are keen to get these payments out by August 2024, and ideally a lot 

quicker than that. 

Mr Kevan Jones > 

(North Durham) (Lab) 

Id , : h'e ifo rnrr ,tt r , , , ,at,t...a 1 +cPpt ,/ ,Flu rot had - happy '; I s I,ta', _ . ,^ri _: I for 

$ub'Is-,t 1a o - .V f, , r l 1 _1 CLer i I0J ,3 I I ,, I .i 1 . o- to t" toe nn. Merri11 , f, ,, s6-ti', C., et ',l {I It i. .,.

and '.log. I 1 ++6 I  `E , V-1922 .4 0 +fJ1" k. o t it V 7 .ti. j l)i, i .. .8.; i ' I . I` Scii„„ N; (."-"V the test is to u:'I r..7 .at t.. ) e LIc II f7:` ., Ci,. C, aV 

aS p0.`>... -):W. 

I th. 1u. " hil!li„tr, i Cent E  n( 1., a tall " ii iIC7.0 a E"Lilt , ,l j, ; F"^.to,rpr r - ' 'r remit to cover both IL i'll 1 ,rir P `1 1, r ° iG'.`. f7 ,or1 TIt- 

OVe P ` ., r, j v .I I' t o o .I 1 v r/fl;.i 't' 1 ",r iff t Jv Jo i'•" .10 t, OIIl' i ( .. t ; o p " >, p0 I It 

Inditll Cd" ld, I.rrud Er :1 1.4,1 t i ,, 11 '.F;i (r . 11. SC. I i - ' t. 1'r; v.3Cd C7r Ila Ul21:L L, '; i . !,'IC;V .G J'!C9"k. H2 Will ilat 172 F„ , (. ;-'U t0 kilaW 

that t,?ut V-/ , ba: ,f a i. I si: !'e a o i 1 , first Il00LI I ly. 

I thank iv Miw te. `,)r s I''k, T Is, , ,a ;o-hoar r ;"ep forward, butthere is still a lot of distrust, and the postmasters and victims will 

be I 'aps l , ii . o :r:: nrn , + yr rl e t7 hiol . rnr 1. ,  andal are held to account in a court of law. That obviously will come after 

ea pill .i i I  .'t Ie ' 4 ;ir ra °rat l(ra I i t 1 ,. .It. to come. 

kevi'n Holl.inrake > 
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.{ Share 

I om p rt^fr;1 to 'ti  ir;!, t Pmn t! ': n fr, his work, includ' r r  tfho r ch';snry h000rd, ^ hi-P ,. . ms;rl, 0' ' mrHatr,!, f,c V eirJ'1 to 

referF.;''r c. /hies G 7t ,lg @ dhCi 13t)rrl;t Pct l: r . I o =nnrning, cn I e )l, r( ,r'C'a tO'l i the . p.`r WV[, lPYC :.ri , , c I t lE I' lhla l.a an. 

GeY7t .r; < <r ~ , :). ~ ,E's 'm•' f , t rnr H r v~n 1 h tl trls,tmr. LM1F. H I  ~, rrl,,~:e, wa, , ut~, r, w~~i~e'rn nrcrrr< ,r ,.,r I i, . r  Lord 

Arh ' ii i , ;u:arl ! a ~. l ua tlhc. "rn . ac)<, ~'~~..ed i )e)rx. t ' ,utvv H' ,car ihl pr:rint to tax 

and t;ta Cy .'I'. l t ~„a0a Caa r).H a, c r<<, ir_rirk. ni , a g 10 I i ( ," H c. miil 10 , 1 /' /' rac 'tre) uiat;;.arned—

and I kn,' ,, IE' tr,n l ? ei*et i:o n t r

Duncan Baker > 

(North Norfolk) (Con) 

{ Share 
....... ... ......... .......... ......... 1 .. ......... 1 .. ..... _....__ ...... ... ..__ ... .... ....... .... 

I thank the Minister, who has followed in his predecessor's footsteps in following this up. It is right that wrongly convicted 

postr^,:, ,l cgt:r f ' i+a a . ' I i ' ' ( Hi' ' ,t.in:l P I r y .9 c r v erg o ,r,=, .r ,i srdn, r, lr,, rse3~r t 'H- i' ),  r

Gain' conh (, F,:',,'u I E : ! t. r ,u 7. , ; C'or' rn r t. l., a ih hi . ., i ni l., a; ' r t En.. ,r 7~ ~t ira the 

bran' M  ,' , ,,'eJ u d' . y  Yl {, ' Cl to t. l :, i:.i,rY ru4SiE7 t,. R(it1. . , ,a >, )r„'¢;rS, ,J" r`, r.3perulo;g d :Lois i. +x !".e, 

cannot, a it r1zr,rk at the ninme to '"n ,t c Vin, ,1(('H V' Pct rx: I a rrI jhI m m' q r c kly, may I also ,sk tun Ito i:St to si• 

my rrt; _ t w" ' ligen and ' .S' Icl P alai Fill t, r,=>t [t7 'nra -r' ,w, when I will fo -° 7r Ii 'p.. . I ' rew r)or,t .,fn r. ;r) , a ( r; l r tlhe; 

north N r,il, coast? 

Kevin Hollinrake > 

sh { re 

My hr F ,t:nn epeul., l p.. 1 of ,,l L 7C l., it n}, ( v f',7Cr, i .'H') " uscni tors who have t:1'CeI , e _v_ t  F,S :`lt ., ~tr6(i i L, ) F`..':1 : Ii1s w f 

Intl Sue are looking C1) thr. H o`the Pas mill l" o.rr ;t Ii ,,; i;, ..,rtn a1 ghat we yeat 

too ).,it .+ii avhere there is a b: g r on re for the r et:work and fo ' n_ sr  ostma,vte;. ,v o.S ,h,a,r . .( .c: a ,d they have s z.t:: i oble 

bus if.. ,C.,. I t:7Y k r ' °- 4 H ,. ; ,;ri".ii : s nl aS we YYIo'd 'wards t U,1 „7ts ,,' 'ei. Of course, I C011E ~ 5(t'L r' t l( Fool 4i:; on their ci` r post 

office aria ' '' t 1, ratl ( h ,;. es'v^„e L, 

Jeff Smith > 

(Manchester, Withington) (Lab) 

4 Share 

Two." ' hs it.; 'rvh r, tr,, :rtr 1 (1r' II I) : (r II ' '?? riold ii Fr.i Ir at' cr> iH rr"6 r it to roiHH their concer s ,,bout/he 

app' ' ' ,l( i e If 'l ' 1 t Smith YE ;(s ill; r,,,,l L the, describe ,V r ar :S!Je i ' ik, ;Ol m i'r. r7 i,~, CH' 1) 1(10, 00 heltal.fofthe 

Post Cal < . ,s, rrr l r:nncerns ab.)ti,i the i-,=ul cl t,r 'ernment aim ' a, r,r,l •1 n' r „r'' ' t rI Iii r 1',1' r „ ru`.t.d by ilie Post Off me 

with ,i , r. ';lf;t, r. a,,,l,l't [he Government lr ,i, i :"IrCr i h , . 'r ' mra ilo, ) ` tltlti r"t.,)U"t )'iCl k , - iii House? 

Kevin Hollinrake > 

{ Share 

Ifthe h , Is or  "f „?,CP. .n Y7i.,, I ;4C. C J ' C I„c E lilt(. lc9 Si :Y- 1L,C:I. oc 1 ,t('', 'I.R..I °h tl" H' s i%E. f~ wand 

Addiet, ,ov H ii ;:a d. H/ believe t l ,y rti"e 1 IS ii'.: ,) ',ph. t , ,Fel,, ~',s to itve 0(1 85;e 9n rl_1 CI; e fair and is Facilitate negotiations 

betsv'?f ) f 7c ) 'sJ'.' a' lies, but I am .' er W, Ci s { to Il or lbuut. ugly ,SSUe Ile wunt.., Lu ,a158 VV,LI1 me. 

Olive Efford > 

(Eltham) (Lab) 

Share 
.. ......., . ......... ...... ... ....... ......... .... ... .. . ,, ........ .......... . .... ...... ... .....,,,... ..... ...... .... . 

My constituent served n prison sentence as a result of a prosecution by the Post Office. His conviction was subsequently overturned 

On t'I'." .0 '11=CIE U :rr;  9 ~ ~ ra'not Ca ,~ _ , c.V', r _nril.c,i '. h, l: , It 0 +Cfiu  ' it j.)lc r it C. Cjw) ".lto 1?l . r C. .d r, of the National 

PederalEan of~;3uatost,nascers, thr. Yru._' ta   r  is saylnci th H ;e ~.~o ca Imo 1 r. nu, or "< ?. ,r , nrhd t 1, ac)r= he is not included 
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in the scheme and is not to be compensated. It is only offering him what it would cost the Post Office to defend his case if he were to 

take it to court. Can the Minister say whether my constituent will be included in the schemes he has outlined today? 

Kevin Hollinrake > 

{ Share 

I am very sorry to hear what has happened to the hon. Gentleman's constituent; that must have been a devastating situation for him. 

I do not think it would be appropriate for me to talk about individual cases on the Floor of the House today—I do not think that 

Madam Deputy Speaker would want me to do so—but I am very happy to liaise with the hon. Gentleman. If he writes to me, we can 

take that up on his behalf. 

Margaret Ferrier > 

(Rutherglen and Hamilton West) (Ind) 

+{ Share 
....... . ......... ......I ... ........ . .......... .. ......... .......... 1 . .... ...... ... ...__ ... .... ......I ......... 

I thrint the Minister fr,r Ida < at-;:aient acrd tcr t' r wart of his rarIocaasor, the hon. Member for .Satter: cad Chc'c:m (005l Scully). The 

envoi=o a , toll that + ay °a cad a:: the Hari:ri.:ra vwl irn aad t .eir farniHes is berm; .,: a , pai .;,alar.y lhr.sre s,, r, a ,rrav 

before ahoy 'ere sacas rated, aas c ,han, Was 0 ): _.1 va at 11.inino Ni-:w 'vir,r.n_~.:'~ ~ . , ,,eCaar , that t Past: ,ri . ,aa r.jr'oeia 

des:i seas - taxis on _::St (si Vi a, Carlifl P.f who- re _scram was reps'i.- ,d t a d i, 1 cocar e It',.;, r?t7 l lve (qo ,E:n :u , 5 •p ... iit,ers made 

of toot v orkpiaCC CUitLICe a i how ii may err„ , 0 Pod@ sd the .,J.. cm 51 rar [ran] 01corn (a to hjhi -

Kevin Hollinrake > 

The hon wit is as solute_, rrtht so ,.t,.rat cot t ot, ;!motional c{ r , : °s rh at incy people felt., and tic:: [ii a't"1:a: some p pl.o have 

pose: d rl.vcry wh ila this l a.,r, has been an: J lay, a point al ;ra made . = '.: data Lao, friend th,. Pta n1'nt i a:' ttnlir m,lnica' nand 

Howden (Phr Davis), Ti:be C tOil r, tl iy corn r . tan Can, of tao iso, he t t id to i tmii'j Prism hers l I "I .t 511 Rrtl rya situation that, 

clearly, is nnt.irsh:unuccr },1 0 le.. The Sir Wyc Vvili n : , , :n,,00i r yt vaill look at. ad t.an ditfrprnrittactr . I...-rot atayr terms f wry - is 

hal. t:Fen .d, What could hove beer: u P.105, .IV, at . l.t or.rid 1 .eve been1 ci alit . cad who In:: rest:t.:nsl his.. I a. ra a bsototei.v (;r Cep 'cine.1 to make 

sure LI: apsis k am the lessons from it , dot notju:a t :. t : if P00d11: ears he held l., account ) w o: :h:'y i, sa dun: , I ': ,y shauld be, 

and I wi l do everymrag I can to make sure that they are. 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

Shore 

I thank the Minister for his statement. 

Royal Assent 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Rosie Winterton) 

. Share 
.. ...... . . .. ... . ... .... ... ,,.._. . .. , . .._.,,... _. , .......... . 

I have to notify the House, in accordance with the Royal Assent Act 1967, that His Majesty has signified his Royal Assent to the 

following Acts: 

Supply and Appropriation (Anticipation and Adjustments) Act 2023 

Genetic Technology (Precision Breeding) Act 2023 

Social Security (Additional Payments) (No. 2) Act 2023 

Seafarers' Wages Act 2023 

Trade (Australia and New Zealand) Act 2023 
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UK Infrastructure Bank Act 2023 
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