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© 3.30pm 

Mr Kevan Jones > 

(North Durham) (Lab) 

I beg to move, 

That this House has considered Horizon settlement and future governance of Post Office Ltd. 

Next debate 

.i' Share 

Innocent people jailed; individuals having their good name and livelihoods taken away from them; the full use of the state and its 

finances to persecute individuals. Those are all characteristics of a totalitarian or police state. But that is exactly what we have seen 

in the 21st century in the way the Government and the Post Office have dealt with sub-postmasters and their use of the Horizon 

system. The Horizon system was the biggest non-military IT project in Europe. It cost over £1 billion to install and affected 18,000 post 

offices throughout the UK. 

Before I go on, I would like to pay tribute to some individuals who I have been working long and hard with on this campaign. The first 

is the hon. Member for North West Leicestershire (Andrew Bridgen), who cannot be here today - - - --GRO
-------------------------------------------------, 

GRO He has been with me from the start in trying to get justice for sub-postmasters, and I will 

refer to some of his work later. He would like to have been here and sends his apologies; that he is not here does not mean that he is 

not interested in the outcome. I also thank James Arbuthnot, the former Member for North East Hampshire, who,. GRO 
GRO _etas still consistently pressed the case far justice for sub-postmasters. I pay 

tribute to the work that he has done in the past and is doing now. 

I want to mention two other individuals. Alan Bates is the lead claimant in the class action. Alan has been a stalwart and stuck by his 

principles—knowing, as he said, that "I am right and I am going to make sure we get the truth out." The other person is someone 

who has very helpfully shone a spotlight on the issue, and has spent many hours sitting through long court cases: Nick Wallis is a 

journalist who has kept this story in the public domain. Alan and Nick both deserve credit for their continued actions now and their 

work in the past. 
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l 'ir t ca. ae -::, b. €n 01 sd . tl i. ,ue oh un ;: Co asti raer k cr:rric to t'ee cc ri r y _ rg _=sy. hr- ar. rst tuerit v <as -'_or Brown, io a, 1 :ee 

r: an. at'°er 10 so,  of sub-: a .maste as va h id-:oar-rn, and v :il- espect..d a do Ie c ad +vio ac or  from the lase• 

t. hc. = to hro•?tiz g a`t a or. nerd ro`-be, in ors ;.os'; off ;:e„ iour be ..au cc IFt in,, or 9cls an .af the i orb ;en :yst.M'a: he was accused c 

stea.lnq 8' 01 0 tam the .'o"' O roe. Even t1hough .e a---4 id rend deMoor tr' to th t tt;at ,, as not the CO ?C, .IC ''ost 0ff?ce 'coo , hi ''.d t? 

court, a d he v ,, nt .hr: ag ; th; ac,on r of 'iei ,j p lb i cty .he no in 'r",is .acc'. cs:, rnr -un=ty—•-we -nc t r dme: lnb 'r at a lc; of he e 

i ndirJo'. s r;:a re ae :cal._=uor;or tt  !r =rCc C4.„T1rn.a ni, es:. 

Tom went to Newcostie t.~cav !•a ~ uort, came un I Oie txiol we I €,'t L'ffic: viith l' w the case, but the rfarrna je hod already been 

done, ilia g .aaif , .urr`ie had lace.'.) rr_ .ari d aria he hod l i' E b se lie had haad to . o ra.lt.rup a txce". c f ne=ar't rsch a -1411K r: 

poured') s a the t%.. 16. at 1.is o Sir eSS the bun90j o l Liar t e lard uchL €._r Errs r' core°'?L r' i ,-or o eswriss~rc l rapert! r. l is r acv ive°s 

wiJr l3iS' o4 :n St..48c; , p"Es,; GSlsEd ' ;sC uUI. stcnie-a. .I.he rrun ;NI r) Sli aulE have l?:ad a n of !otir;: ar. Era aastt:'I who was wt@! rcc;.;t d ,rr h'sia 

community, has .)e a kst, aAy . .i rt»0 un :s x :sui L8, 0 sp€ .t t! at -- I:r Ca .3e w s ' me l ast 050 `s 0P" 44Ir ividual a'c.h: se'r`e 

has integrity, be a 'se he E.-is otw_y5 `.risrAe tnot he is ss1Fl see ;: of what he was Ci- cl se o$', and he ho' n `, be' rr 7llort=, 'e ;"A tha t 

-. .ne Ca "!se <:i sLt r t Lst •r''e re s as"' ir., ilfira Era° -,cla std. ll 1 7s iratt,rit?F, be. :al e' e Baas Fi IVlr_ys %rrsl`-te, thrt iii is nnc=..cC o' 

who he ,1a= ac rasa s,3 o  "e has not beer) at;:rne. i rr eslirr e ;'car eta-,-; c:l.._ss'zc:t°-:,n :hug ha be n'rti.,i' is 55r:, crr:ct the' at. 

r:an ot`;ers, sr_.0e irn"E_rtr.°'aa tywho have died or_et""e c:as€=. ,  to en fonear; , 

The: s'ca;in,aal „€, t!er,.. .arh+at. €¢ uke me sc a,.mmj and why I lrta r; 17+v:sistentty hung on to the c ar qa xi.Pgn i' _ ra t:r € ,_)i. t. IfiCC k!i. +re :'wall 

along that. the Horizon system) was Line ad. 

Kevin Holtinrake > 

(Thirsk and Malton) (Con) 

< Share 

i -or rc ,ale to t ie r ght hors. want ;,rri an a n s rcur'pnr this. ln' - o'an _ dr- ate, I< na:. th e at or :;condor in i.hk :head: tF. r c):rarts= tic :e and 

,j ai-! fro ed'the vic.Jrns? Ir the pr sec tr: ns.hatweret ke  3 fo;wc€d t ythe P  ft e, _rte cou 's' )uri it fav our oft it. °as. Ofi- e, 

c.°wsp to . 1, ng ;sn eba, :o ;.'roperl e r ce its case. it is c ,.so1 ito=:y v ; in  fib`. e r ust Ste :nd .=p $ ..r F' ovi s 04 CL G ,iatil in our courts. 

Mr Jones > 

Share 

I oiel Murn e hock to that, which is something that I think cry hr n. Friend the Member for Kingston upon Hull East (Karl Turner) will 

reefer eta kr his contribution, 

The board minutes from 1999 show that the Post Office knew there were bursa in the system and software problems. !t denied all. the 

way through that, far exnmp; c, thu +),mounts that sub-postrrirsto ,ted "r, -J be C"aaeaJ. ed. That wasjust not true. it could be 

remotely done, and the hon_ MemberIt  Per North West Leicestershire and his constituent Mr Rudkin, who visited the headquarters 

where the data was being stared, prove that_ In ,;:lassic style, when he raised that the Post office denied that he had ever visitc,.ci :,he 

data centre in the fi rst place, until he r  .d that' e had. Itwasjust fr.r. cti der up after another. The denial culture in tl'T' x ~t 4;ta 

we;> d, C! her. Eby Jo l c Fraser., iri o hat; III 4a  t --,,,o a rr: ir. good hisju g, rr"fi4;r:t, as 

'-no ,1'a 'or r1 equhi le 't of m nt i,1 r tL;at theearth iu flat". 

is ccc.cise the evi.rer~ e , 'as he  c'.l tie= w=ay a,aro°ugh. There is no way that anyone who took an objective look at the system, in terms 

r F thr Pc .5 a flu or -u° t'r , the cjntrc.ctar, could argue there it was perfect. 

r ~ f 

Shore 

It hras also camels light that the people who it €.rrc fixing the !star to 1.vhhin- th.. scion . ,r,, 0 rr ht hwi, .., r-L€ ., rn. ri €r.r. 31Rr:neri d

and who could go in and balance the tills as it vver'd aacr rnr r t t. eiscdl c);d I".raai^ try h, st.o ca a, tae d rsu€ckly fin the ,-e 's or' rt'h rondo C 

lot of these cases even worse, so that balrancr s th,',Ir razz rr r tr ,cry poor got every worse. 

Mr Jones > 
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shc-e 

It was even Worse than that, for many years the Post Office denied that that could ever be done, It Was only in ?O "i7, after 

campaigning by me and others, that the Post Office had the forensic accountants Seery "€d fight tak" a l-rok, and ft discovered oxaa~;tty 

What the hon. Gentleman has ;. st outlined. But that does the Post Office no 'c a  u' a rraediator er,'ice, but sl't denied that them 

Was any problem, even though the eviler c Saar- there. 

As for the operator, s.Epit EP it: k,sW that there vter,,,, .itnhes. Indeed„ I hove' to say 1a it o ,,Ijuilt'y of"the cover -yap as the ffst ,IIFce. 

I cannot comment on tha Judgment i think the Judge has possibly referred the cr or trt t vn Presents rn ,s In get its 

rnvo vement, so i do not rea  nt to go into the etall---but Fujitsu ha, a tot to onsvi

John 5pellor > 

(Worley) (Lab) 

Shape 

Fy r ght ;nor;, Fr end rs €..>ut!'nirrt a rtn ;y .f r od,ms. rot at i ,n e.a th ' v .y i...asu. H.svein irs VII 0aI 4 at mc:iacperP'nt  eveI rr; eft` er -1 t 

F-osf: Off c e l d c r Ft- its'._s ex.=er =ee, he d i_:'✓co, lot bl_ for this:.? 

Share 

slk'll''f cor-n'to th a't, h?s,.;'r ..;" n r ry :1c r`~.. Yl"?,f.:..(.r6`rgAe, ppo;3ite; @`E a' t ' ,3vc Itnt r r?Ir,or"tlk: te,:l r% ' sr +. one r„a' ,. car olryteo

Go  n itrr nt. `'dv Y r h--n stio It f l?s, veil  r'iri .e. 

That Her I thnr, led the, p~fstrs asc'rs _, cs get t v' group r ,tvon Fe, t zer, With S , torrOn Ft ., P t iffi'r to r:  The Po t O 5.ce sr r:rs 

stilB, =ant,s nra th:.t thEer v^uc- a prnblerr: ichr Wcerrt :ntr. cra:,rt, :.n  t: afr r„~saca h'" ,.,s eeo tr s ,. ,jy cant/ t}rp ,..f rrant`siet. 

Let r et Fr at e  r:_rle of the Post Of ce r rid :ho of Govern firer t. ' re Post Office I ..s' a.= arrn's 'en ,th : aar. y Fr _:m ': at rr 5ner ., but the 

sole at' tic' eht lder is the Governme t. tie,= haze a sh.srel aid r reprise' atve r,n tr:e board. ," asf to rhwa", ra iltic"re , y prtun-'s o pr.lslic. 

mor y r, e staent every year. In fare , it is ca nc or i ad am fa he;.'rer We rke it s,.-

But e ac naable, a. portiaril'' rrtarr'S,ra, a: ut:srirs_ the lanc (sMlrce. Fri" e?xar l , in "s pJ' be of 'a, ha t (rat , it €s e; :L int the 

Post' Is ce s ,e€it b rs. ;:ice' rnillior or J s'.19 rare!° o r def e,rrd..n the :rrd =6`er.sib!e fir? c.ta_.r"t. "I Inc w; s btcis i at  an a tr.>>hhtt e 

down 'a cc se, ..o that the atf.= r" side or out of rrc ey. Iryi;fig to s' rut'  H Post rii e ar.d v et it to account fo. th t i6. vir' uat'y 

roil 'usibfe, 'lit ne  . era to a e' pc [ia'ner'tory' p1 eat. Jn`?, tl?;_y c e r-„ e 'cc to Me .'ovt. Off ce- ; 4't/ tI c;'=rne on to  e roie of olinieter'<, 

but € ;air: Sorry tr al the rig! '. iii'3n. 
Menibe . for K'ir?gst„ra r',.nd',ur rto,. (S. L vc d jar a nr tunlger irr his € la'e, l .r t rasa I W "iUl.,i 

hove liked h'rn t _ a :s er I_ r ifis ri. re or'ac k of vol tier. he Was tfi r i" iisf sr. 

Th tic s Evils :ori' ri r'r: he. e.. u prr.a,,ar.a"" orn 'panv sand a public company, but tho; n then. ar' r, the individuals involved, as my 

right ii,ro. rii  it. I=It- rirh:i:= forVt"sa€ ley (J hn .rf ~'lrrsr; swd, Paula Vennelts etcf.. 'tlsra chiefexecutive olthe Post Office. She left cast 

year. fur 'a ,j, .a.a a oad rarem her ,-r t e kri ue e hot ivus going or, ii rig the strategy or the court case and the bugs in the 

>,l te laor. fIr f ps¢r<.r ' r,a rfof to HSL irr the r. a e r'rs° l'€ear r s .Est Ir : Ser-ViMes to ths., P. t P. Brat is just rubbing salt into the 

f:.rcrr;,is rsl these inn,seem+ o opi,. Thc. ru is a case fur I r I~ro' r€c ti' at licrsusr rt srrsapt, , feed I 'uvtar ,d l 'ke t know irow she got it in the 

first r+let e when 1-h ccil k t c.as E" orYUCa ng' A6, ..'a t , raftit, he is now choir of Its1t ;rro o t tec:e H.  ilca"r+a NHS Trust. Again, I would 

like t,a knuv'tf why rarici vahat a di jar re'yeas deane can i=r,r tar; are i€rafivssaraciI, 

Lucy Allan > 

(Telford) (Con) 

I congratulate the right hon. Gentleman on his excellent speech and his stoical determination in trying to get to the bottom of this. Is 

F a a acs c wore t ;at the head of Fujitsu UK is row v 0 e1n9 in he cabinet 0-glce',

Share 
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I Jo at , no v yeti.; r the sore.. Lc Jy as rao ii si ,ec h t as co sin g o..,. to 'r ho Co sing z 011ce because to a :d r°.- hc_'€ , 

c iess w!rerc. Pa.ata ,='er P eils aIso r ids.d u ? e <:,as a r°on-exe .utive i, err ber ~f+'`rc ab',net Off ce, £ ar tr".d that she wau re .Ro ed 

i orn :hr: p` sty ,=st .rdc y> I do at knc..ti v `rer;rer t as .as >>e ss of thr z deI ate:. I + =eta,;err ., th at, but ,vhf. is rrarcane who l:os ..Aver-seeri 

tr"is c-bs _ rut_. sr .inc it slit( ttc,,ver to '301f p LK pa_itionS o `so to i ti^:It, it. SC Sri 'St » respect t'` as WI o have fell, !a».a 1 Sth, 

and T he =flats, 1- it  way that she h at 'd t=iese pv aple v nn; t be, descr.oed as very Ct risl an »—s -̀ e a :.fit inl we mid not pa s tt e 

good o ior'tor to c iven th w y s -.e r is 1nr.;rec. the r f lea; . I P` op.. sh t'r inks ohm :,ec ole like Tarr, viho has , teat t= eir 

Civet€' »;ocds , no puree ;:aovi living In ii or t hay;as€-q l ecx,?mst of ;or acti-mnt, It ane_rs me -ho. th_ ce nd€,rdcrats ha °=,a g one scxw£ fr _e, and 

they need tc be an .vct )t r;a for th rr ctr;_ns, 

itrn T 

share 

ti yrie -he fulfils the rate of the Pharisee in that parable. Does this not also speak to a deeper prcabtern in our sot€ety, where 

r .nth s-sly, time after tirr€e, the great and the good look after each a&.hsr and hand out these positions to each lather, irrespective of 

wL€ath rr t w hove been successful or ,ti massive Edible r 'r v`e see Lhnt particatarlyin the health service, where locoola irove from lob to 

fora, rar:5kirig payments each time tr cy ea ;grad le no' sag rapl' failu-cs. is this nit a deeper failure in the Jam a" 

Mr Jones > 

r-„ Short' 

it is, but how could somebody be given a CBE when this scandal was out there? How could somebody be appointed to the non-

r~,pc lititit:' .. C=tirr~  the ,.;a .rkir?=: O. .{? rPr.,' ;9 . uf.Rtth4'~.rd„~ . Gg~Vriri w it '. ca iPC:1 Citt a t .43 P„",.r'.tSrfi :e, Eno t. ,.t r, :rrSr'i.a» 

There °tht re is tl,. ro ma Gc ersme.. st.:vh, it e  r gh. ho;i. I —'rr. per or :iw 0 : n a .d `t>urb on was the Minr'ter, "°ie or  th4,<t tk. ml st 

Oic 

Continues to ar ,ress full or once ?r.,~ t;t, r rr'ton °r'tY and r`ertau:.;t-ra:,s of iar? system and also categar6ccatly .1ea4. a "` sal =.frsir;; 4s 

no remote access to the ystcrr or to 
,n'. 

iv'r u'I brunt rcr`rn rico; a'a P r"u at iii ;accounting records to be manipulated in any 

way.' 

That'i a respite a board minute of2009 which said that ra,resti' x, c4 uu,d's os l.rr4ssB)lc' 'h a* t,i,, r°xat c ir, it 4, ca, I do nor t.rioarv, lilt hn_ 

etc +trriy fii i rtet cask many searching questions of tr-e Par^,t rlhrs aa. 

I turn to io we. scf jtri"4i se he Pc . 0£:1{; :. I i IV. tabied an icr us in .fen rw .far serirar1 questions, bar because the Post Office is an 

arm' lee r?ti body, s ie egart- ice . fa Br- rnx ss„ n "gf :ins' In ;us fir , s  teat' sihift thet a? rs= er .o the Past =office—it is at err is 

Lena , ,and the.etc:a it is r.Utl; no ro w: a • `th the ITeI art. ie,., a. T ier : i, -z question here aborat: hr v w "J., cat=n scrutinise the Pc st t Pica, 

This °Ever»;, I isk rf q,arast rr c.hr t ,.hnt 'I'. cnrrinI .x r::ise rps e+ra pa :rr in thu. Pr  Office is. Mir oh ie a siirr=tant ra g I FIS :snd cstied, 

avid tat !.> st? RI S I  ar; p;a w r. or ¶ t Th':', no lPc4. YF. €3to of #;i s. <,.fi E,on 3`Ras nra, been givw: n t»? thin Misiistry ~.~.)ri,s"t'l c.., 
c=at i ,  { er v 

r;.:st I:rae xr. s~yr„,tit t in ".nr,=ini„ ! r:n i fl=at lust 'CC tv/n rtise> sv ::re , r oIut of aR rr, o ar h ;arse i - .tr:- I) aV is i tsh,rr, r-o

rare till ig e1 ut hare, 'in d Dvu need full scrutiny. I waded love to see whether the Minister can shed son =e light on what this 

-Cnni,sraror,  rc 1oil0 is, 

Ttien we .orne a the n €e a,.r Wgisters I h-; ve ,ato ad mint ne»- the riw:ht on, Mr.mh r f r Il:'na .gar oriel Si. brc,csn, JO. JO SW € »sos , 

I. air~ Parry _:'nr, the Mi.`istwr's `raii.4cc -ate predecessor t -̀;e eon, Me`rib_r for p; ch,,ster a . d S'tror d (ht'LIyTatliurst) seer: at`; in. _rlvcd. 

T ;ey :all ,,err pte_e1' ae'Hev I' ha they va;ire being told fay t` e Post, ofh4u e, ie,, a' -ki - o y o-5e,- ors a •au; hr:v p abl. .. rr env

bein sp ani: -an, all iaWL I i :e Post. . ff ,,eta continue ch:. t it ha, hen c lip t, T .e Giov-rn en : ca inr,: st y that- ey fie it ;;;10. i ao 

this, ber-rautrw when the ie,5 ._ve irrv:at ruar.te t=P paws in fi,  0 mys f,  mrs A Tbu,thnv=to d  t:ic-on. Member f_ r t ortlh, West 

Leicestershire v-an to <f'e tiv ;r I_ 'tv, n, lief; a a. ab net af1r me ,i i ter, to out ,iu ca e t,, hied, He had xyrn-atl y 4,ar it, b'- ca  Ile 

had a sr inter c, se ,n h constituency W -at ;at. er and ' a tr`at" Ito .hir f h=app :ne - ar all. CI irl- th gyre's a= iss ue that the 

Govre, nr tints car no hire from 

Dome Diana Johnson > 

(Kingston upon Hull North) (Lab) 

Shoe 
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My r:=;ght `ior, tri end is nrfal; r an exc,tient se, I v t to is W 1 1' °;n this .ssu a aux hoe's r t b,,irs- ob,4e to srd no . 

happ una:= . 'r theF 1st rc;agh inc air;.•, ttia B tic~;:; o iverpc:.al t ilk= d c.Uu t 

"The patronisiaag disposition of Uurtaccountabie pc_,vver" 

This is a classic case of exactly that. 

I gals{_ wa.,;it p  c . the rc.sor=,s h oat ,fuI qty ors tit ,uor' Janet Skinner° is iat it'IP.s su: h _rs r :y right '"tar, F  i and o he: , hove 

p=arsi.ed this: mc• er for mc= ry ea s tc= tr, ̀ a get ass ,.e far ire ieople :rvc we=d. 

shcae 

I Fhwnt iri lv' pie rvd fo t at. ,She uses a gretut desci iption. 

We t it . m i,e. 'o It t„r the issur?. cif C zro -'n",ati on, 

Mr David Jones > 

(Clwyd West) (Con) 

She's 

't  ;?e»-' ry &' it t: <.>>ts..6s P'3it ;iee?."f7f., €.~;bk Ca` iota i$sE;srs, u aai e t F' t J,„p i 'Cma„. :t:a4 E:3 rt!"srl- k'f, Ala :x Ci rU' at .s l5 t xatl ;)y tt3e 

Govern i:eu t, U're tY=;ust r.aS Ii' , tFit t' gat piss€. ex cu_iva, c irr:cic-: is r port rs- livoui' i.ias..t nc,t be 0  101, resting topic ̀ or 

t'te ir,,guiiya 

Shore 

Yes. anti o roc going come onto that, bee <.<ris s I would love it' who those non -exec uth,,e di tor'r, rr' va been over the years and 

at  t t'rey. c ' to Ministers. if I had been ft e. al i utter, I would ha  had that person in and tar  ed wh t z as ,o .r  i„rrs„ its ; 'r ii 

SW si sir . irght ban. Gentleman would. That w a  c>;rtainl r have applied in the past fe "month,, giver the i..un&ods of rr i n, .s of 

porsrcl' t. ' la,rate been spent defe sd.rt,g the i I isible. 

Ir, Dr:ar?r,ker„ the. Past C,ffir.n aa_ re..d c< sei:_l e'en _wr- 'lb Barnillior,. Um.''orjnc.tely, most of that has beers s. nUow:.d p h-{ th:. fears 

and °:lie lit ti  e•;en in<_: Vt. rar Fr ,t th;z, pa t, ac to 4:,ffc.•-d. do rot crit,cisr th., l &Tors- thy: pe arL : w  funded tiais-.._. 

berc sse without them ie .va  it at, Fir ga. ,:Jc a, b at ti ,at iaa s c;bo ut c 5,(JD or each of the suc cis €fug. pei_raia in the ,.lass 

net as€ re„pall --;hrsi m.,,,, cn ,sts.aaen,t h€=;as iost ,.:anr'a tF  'm l r rr=ill€:,.r p. !I is, an .x the P' 0 fir, .. is ,ett. 'snn r.r,ses ::Fast:-.I de this 

settIe.,rng€t f` ar ap..a3r,tt':"0 h,,, hu,s t~A harip' n ni,w if at i. scr "mP .0 t;: he se: cap ,r v)m,, ,it n 1vdc:eaía' 'Li W, rtaca st 

rem,r rt_€ia i>Ikin ft ' ,  r{,,ots were Ia.,4101 ensrc for pups 'tip the c ra.`:.u„ <"I -_:✓f "tilIi on oftl;ci i vi r, 'rihicn as Il §a sf.:'aig"at 

Lack tC C..e t rt'1orn mo'a' `oy'r" th" 'i ne'tri{at 3`;"' ua a V .nnell'S wns of chr, 'r , rt .or., ..at a ea, riv,d n..rrl5 t'b rni..iar, y c aunt s:. a~4.,, hruv 

t ;a ap his 1lia0is vvh , rrt°ur if' ect , dai°, r xt t,x.xisa rs h aparvy re-tarerre it.., Farm tort if rn,tnA e, k ut haivr4 aru ,l peat tharc jh eha-„ so a' r. r

rje i.. a",! aar to tie the fit: €,ire,.. shot as e Ling poi':I out n1 i privately need

I =air tc rare :, co ple of art' er soi.,ts t_tet r re g in .,,h, " he fi rs. is hat the Na ior.at I=,sd' ration _f s_,bt'=astr:aas to needs am 1unn up 

r:=aw. t' nci in'epz,,'' nt. na _od, ga .>s —sub• po mcstr=rs o e aariatc-er °ollf d. . . is =sa°, cali.y o. ar " o the Prst uftice. ai;d i pciid 

d ,r b„ the PA st t. ffir. . +,=ire t if . J' go ag =:;a h. or ins.spt ndt-nt or .. far sub-g: >st: 10 .:e r ,̀ „ it „ha ,Ald ae ::rat. 

If ronyrosi¢' sa'ry ti ~, li ssii es . au,=,tc d lydu 'ii  Stn atelgy C`01a Fat a, r ,aC .spirt lust a telr Ii j . l[ l:ow seen t ae _Iiief ux¢a_ut ve, NI I 

c.=:aulC.'. wr a' , ,r o a how moral,„ at Isis !ii' mbnrs liad `see., of ecred `-y it on ,ur i i4 at his it am at  hod ..lop at '00 it. . vv.Il is 1 

t`"e House exa sy v ho'i: it d d: 'iat in , in Iorn BroWr. S crS€ tjust . aid t hct tip i°(ist Office nasst be fi t'.". l.`'e o?ga. rusC ton ' .,< shait' 

to be ,touiid r o r0w aNe 'ec,,d cr 3 ii"del, ime, n ar4 =.an€:.ati,.aa f: = rt ,rc~=eii'sub p ;'Li uas, irrct riin th suf:,,n Cie 

re a tit'ion of t'." C. in' to  ccniliou wok iion, a .ccl". sc ne `3eo-de ire or. iba: rs o ®.. `ha : co ucruc'Uy ,e G1 inaerperIfaent voice 

for sub -r.ostrno ter 3, 

The csti. thing t:'scat E, th„ Fait, Mernber ;i'a' No lb or', Le wesLe= shire and Jurnes Ai lam n t rlid" wos ttit :,.ar Sorge a., ;  .ra :h 

Crii'riia ai C,.s::s a:uwevi C.,irratiss.iaara, bat Ouse there a ', raeopie w 1 1 a ,. bee i'iti i' UI  Una€' in _oinE: .+a°....; €ci led ons' air ly. I

tribute, to tl'€rat btroj' ,,vF l k;aok the issue seriously anu took on a number 0'I1c!'SSUS. !t I'ia' SLOyCd t Aih mo ,t, CusO,s --. 1nite rig ht`s , bas 6i v 
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cpini an u. l t,,e _ uts ome of tht .,i4. lrt gtrt orY, It i . irrporan th it those. cases tirc rao rr _tve 1 or? ara= c Ysr'erd, f erc= us,. there 

are r-€icc.arrkigo_ ar,uratics in s arna o dhr se casks that r:oed to ae it fight ve y t-.sic';ly. 

The rl jiat of the Post Oil€ce, tti take furword its own prosecutions needs tra be removed. This issue goes iaauk many ceraturie.s in tlYe Post 

Of ca hiutory, When To a  whether he could get the police or the Cress Prosceutian Service involved in look i Yg r6 tht 

s v idonr e against him, he;; vos told rio, Likewise, it was thee' ,r for everyone else, Re n ic, it c, that right ' ne dog that the 

:rat. cc old do strai 'ac J'wen' , b sues there is no ad.. ..lo e. sve rsi~°rY't of irovw ruses (m.,,  f7- iri ^rrosecuted. in Jt'~d ' gr ., f ° s f' i~~ I'R'U~itC S 

suainning up, he described the contract and the way in which Lb t; P tera as 

l' s a orh Fi.s!".B'j ii whi rr? 3,;vta{.Rio ncrt l"Je unfamiliar to c„ ruin, v rtorino f',acfary-owner",:

c -rd --ain that U - - P et 'fir . i. a aor ,ors o

con _'uc res- fl tas though r_ is as , er{'Ut' only to its,=kt:' 

That is tls sc ' K'' aa. rY a,rara le only to €tssi`, :1r - t i. oY r,o ,ra sigh. in *r.,rr.,  c oe rsif ht rru-=Yl. 

f'owe already rnerir°icar ed 4hhat ;ac€ ynr- iscidsar. ne-;-,dis .o be fa.Yt € nl  fAl no,v ra-;ead'f a fuil 

rode; erider„ hn irr,•, and r ,n resi an=us~ ir. Prkne Minister's r sea..9o,is n , 9r"i Pal uortr, he Driraae r ,n€:Len it ra...ra d as ,hc rY ghrm he 
,.. 

the l ESr",', rating t .. i~,_`st{a ;J 14C;?rE.s£;ai -. In :PSP.tk'1.rF' k3 N.;., .... . "x. of .C'(a the CS:raeplace r;n 'ii'a,t°. , l_.or` ( ,J,. t`rarar••,` t— ;"d pa-es

worn J h Yonder enr-side nt en Wa n e i s a nra`tr r at urgency 5ar inquiry to cover ra;wt unit v h  ha r gone on but I`ovi we c ar iraf:ro°k 

the situ a.=+or; foi th" ,--; future, ran t. oar to be :i.rie arm denl of ,r -c:rri,rrr€ii , l tfi Ya .€' -its>an F  rf a,,a i Ydrasrriol .iamen' t'tio rr„ Ie e is 

lard"i q i Yf '€ the runt ,ter, and I i ive cr , dit to it for &,inq v'int, r' P ioe at - dr "s`+ R e r  ci@TarenriiutPnnsi rr~"koc.t Ir~CP_ x?'43I, rin in Lhrfi p r rt' , I 

fins orry, Fl t rem, right nor,, r r' ,I eh,r, i,Icon bcr f ,rWurlcy.,,~id. Rr ar'nd td; d,'po7, ,,c "cfh ci Is fe a . ol< ,fin ,.,k nio c ci

SPY!ira`t` I f'i+.:t°'ka da:"'g k.. : was r;"E r?.nt i. ri tiv ,{ t;nr, , gi, 1C*., pE.a F'IC. ha Vr? 't0 be nroe' a.L'fed,. or  their in a Iverra Cam, t ray certa ar y need to be 

rei'noved from any public b s''iera c:r o  rre

T  i `,in'aters pied,'e,ssors have . at ;peer, gti..ad =at at nq into this is.iae, 'hey h;--ve not .asUd re . ighc q! esti;sris t ,ey ha4 Y nttt 

c.skcc es or of tt he, of.'cio'ls c,. tha Post ;;fir c;e. . ,te -s1in= ;te,- ncf.v h, is r oh..,rid tr pu this rig,at. know : hat, he ,.psi °e :ta A an 

l ate ye-,iterday~ aril l rno , tl€at e is hid'M cehino the co rt cost'' in .err -̀,s n comp uns ,tion— ES Dffit aIs aria so, inc tha thL-y 

corrri zt gist tiny nor_x. I is to say g _au: d not do that_ t is or tir-ne for kr Ad :action. ;f v ' d nt.. tc, :e t€ in, ,errs ;njr rStr_v w`it 

r;:inti;Yue. 

Let me finish with t is: my .or'fstit fln Tara s vv drF si ,,ul ba_ err ,nyr;pug c, ha ppy, we l-fustd' J r:atin ..rneit, but he is not, He is still ca 

pr ii"' rr i.ra, as ar:i— ``se .0 ea Yar who Is Ysr a st his rigs"`,ty -ctrl ha is ''kiv, q ir, scsial 'h ou in , vv ̀ h h is scm, ,anti tha_=t it no't his 

fault; it is d _wn o l.eo le ;uc€ as- Pai..a':'en, nil;- and tl,o baar,f at the post ti' ice and t,` e f" ilu,c o d a ove r-ur:s t.,at -iove b''`erg 

peri tro"erd by nd€`sidr<als, IF =. O ve nment, who Shaul h Eve star- d cc fx,r hEnn, ;avn€ tut rre =; a I tin _ es; . 

Several nor, Members rose 

Share 

................ .... 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Eleanor Laing) 

4 Share 

Orde I; sal by bvi:au;s Lhol aye ira v- !L:!;t ose i an loom left for this debate, which is not long. I hope that we can manage without a 

tim- her ii rand m,s 'i,ri.l if e yr q'_-:raar „apes ob',Wt fucu to six rrrinutes, Thut does not mean seven to eight minutes. 

®3 i  li 

Martin Vicki > 

(Cleethorpes) (Con) 

.4 Share 

i'sr.rill cry o r 1 in'  rnyt contriounion .n e n ies ti"t.,ir ifs e t_r Fi x; minutes, Madam Deputy ssp 'at °ter,. 



RLIT0000397 
RLIT0000397 

The sigh at  FarT.-,er for  h[ rHrra (M; Trines,, ho: g€,.an ; cr_trnp.eh_=.ns're c pkin rio at he backgr oan t r -Lh ; ca .e, =jnc 

many of .is? aki g part in t is v et;ate .gill e :am lia wi°:h it. ,- hcr,re ,et < ar -tit.; en s v rios- Bares have been es. oy =d, rnicti is not 

too s4rong c word tci use. 

heave si ; E,.'anatituerrts `'v%1 r+J .¢tal,. teem ac d. They tarp thee, nt', hoc', .,'ci.., hurc.t +r orkir'g i ditpitriiicnl.., ---in dctw, t. ., js ara :raublina servants 

---out 9.lidty'cr lives hoc=f bear, recked. Some have lost ui~eir homes, care! ,urn iss--, C rs icirarn, ;era€a;i'the most Of Tice Will 

r cognise that theist. people have iot hevc„Tit, cricmrucs ove rni flat. ilul,a ...ra. qu ~tics . +.,cken' l,.n€ no g r"?v 10 year:, in the House i 

hi`;is. aLl' ati':3d pan oi,;:'s debater; on a:he, 'ssi, e anal, f„3 b:s € bsalui.ely ki Test, ur.iii as t`ae r igh,,. Dion. °., ci'itti.rn;air Inu s suid, Ministers 

B iv e tr €._a td uvt.sli their h ndn € f i . . i hCy ^;ts.;r,rJ Pc avar .iimri ,.'Ir,cr i€i'ieat co.,  were being Tyr iar'cirf. 

s usli,.., f,ar; a. tmoata.C'uAlliarce ita. aR ;., given th ty 5. rra k4 ..rkiPdu t ofth'. !...t f3' 7,-'' cc rthe years, it had ri alternative 

Iri.ct to ,ea. litigation. Scores of postma7.w;lers cc ntta,,tt,' P. t ,r,>t tJ,i ail it. rf discrs pon-,.:,. gin, They iere nat trying to hide them. 

tr =fir o ti.,r. €s,vere hardly those of sorr a deliberately triyoyiny r i ca

T re j,idgc w .s : .at.rinc; in ,is , arrark abotit'the Post Of`rar. a d riche a s:;. Tie mast vlff ..e retie h,Rrivp' ot , ss .tic n ' e-jus 12, of 

cnntr.art -ralt f' tht- sub fa strtias_er... The j' q- rig id+f d re,A.c civ-ter tia ; to =:hra.. Tf .e ciao cc at 

he SuE ,au k•;t ii ,at-r` is res  ,ibbe to' all ios  ;Fated through his otrn € egt Benue. ca -.tek,sn' s c e °ror, an a  for tr ssei of all 

k`iads- cc _isew b;. I'9i: as struts.. Or rcn.. ns,l s r'ue' o t ta  ios", es a'ruc:t b, rra- de good vyith( ut eid_ y,, 

YFAthejn f'i e, Iesai a1- 

3t i Poo'' For c"a Sub postmaster to Oern jra.R.a,irte ttaat  * a was no neglige r error {,r, hjs or her p c ,, It is t-;r a1 cc DOS,'r 

Office rino nnstrite.. thra't ncc re €s. It sS oinl a .t tho *a, Off co can da nonstrata thot I  rU ' a let,,., vini ., t"1 fw.ici.,.;.a.R'tiirt tt e

ciaume, that it is entitled to rely capon the douse 

As hT s Fiver; me; 'tic it 1, it , s ag 'ria t ,at up ci .ou.d a ..ce s rr sub-postmaster's% ac. oaar t v if  .at is a : her k oaro-..ad l,e. "ho le``£ 

itwlde a aer —t ouch one ioi{es't Tat Whir: wea n<,-t.tl.a ase- t+,o otter, to ntt.fere v  rWie cc -in en Tie . 

It crt et'y aitrio°,ts t`-at Hor izon is rat at  ic,.r p'.,:rp;. as. , l he attita afthe la. ;L r_iice Is a sc'f.an`ot :_and a o'sg"aee, As i I air

successive I^'inn =.a, hoe .Jught o v- as tn- ii h ands 0f t1  Yea, t`3e l as ante is an arms len th 'to c . b ka, is hus ==«%e=n so:d, he 

Gave ncc ci co Tics; e, ap ' their a as µ of e._.aor.taib'.ity. :ir urrstar;ces hove fio=aged. Anyc Tie .slit; ha < re a r'e, or °s r,.rt rrks 

canrat 'ion a a a g€° g that the,,, have _.on -a r - >po.,isibitrt . tn`s r  l avF' a - ew Minister in JO '. 0 
 J  h y biaSi I  o rporturityi -o 

La some s,yrr na, y. As a - ti the ara. r,oi d be i. o a II S,' ii', is raboi_a t i rt;'ting an injustla>e, and thr- Governrinc.rit, along with as 

biga`; prr :e.a, have on rrpi_ art=. nit,, tc atachieve that, -the Goverr,rnent sliou:a act without deity in in' .it  a f ll, idependent inquiry 

aid _on ae ;:sat s in fu[I those #.fi'hr na as nit  ed. 

i a" a' r;c,r3rlae.r c t";i.rr, rug i, an whoa ", a re_cu, mpense those ;^, hcsa lives Pica, : bees i iztteri y !erase it ii  ::Test sn ad, i c iid% ; am 

the tltor"t liar's, heave d pe,op<,l'> in our cuniatrtacr z rgcu'ies 1'1 .a I  bi.a:E c.oducct1 t'o' - a ;n l ccu ac an Ii t avff?c e 

I'i m tre'.Ci Li' i"€t:rn' f stCY ove bee i&6I1,,,,cr't pr.,:.'iri': ";aarVa is I r":ar'I`a 'Gears < 'ts`Pln' it :u 1''.uutt:4 b[c e`r +,@r .fia.', I.Ei'a e nu'a l'n in rLhis, 

uati a€i. i crryu die t4iriistt.r c;, Teel .e uaiitira On tliiss as yc,ic  , a possi'L' Le. 

0 3.59pm 

KariTurner > 

(Kingston upon Hull East) (Lab) 

I ongro to Irate `sir r,ght t5ri - :,. F: Ter d the. miem. b f£7r Nortli D urhom ('Mr sins.,ra' on ;r'i".0 ri'iq th,s d..l"aate, a ram! on. a c inq the r`,?~"`alfrS 3l. j.ve,

ticy~,It'. has '1f;,c;.h..8s,i ;. over the yecir.< a l2&'sut this arse, r~!hich , , a rr'"cii ye scandal, the 1ik 'i, which. n hf a~.. P~Ct „;£.''c beiora. 

Befo a mad e,=Mct an o tl;is I-ou e i; 2t~ 0„ pr se.:iiited and defended in cri. -inn ,,l p.rac, ed iqa fronin=-y It T at ^hr at .rs .=a F atI and, 

r rio° to .fiat, I'  ed 'dtt a f rm of c irri vial col 'its .s, ` was theca ti' nt I met Jai et kiririer, wt, a is a c,_,ns 'ti it _f r y h _.n. =rie= d 

t.:e C- ew eer for tin gstiari u aor Ha .s N .'rt (Ducar Dic as .,ot, o), an .t S' ins%.r ,;as irc ,ec;titer' bid 'it To, O Brat for disl,cirr miff,-_ 

in ;eft, frc ad Tina ctt or velaed ffence r. I too; Jra et Skis ner s in. tr?. ctic.,ns. itR,.as a very brie` uroc er; from rifer. Tar',. It .eras 

at ibt, a ,Aonf re "e .:10t wale no  lip;stay n+ m :re ahear, 2C iii nit ..,, F t € Ter errr',er her ins.,u no so id. ad co shri ha 

rz.rna der my of then Tact. She caul,., no: u= der ,to d,,hy shy: 'vat; ben it use d ol- dishonesty, ltai,er she ecr,la '.cc the sitiaati _an

a , i
-_ wcs c ear thi . a r at she co ricmrr ito- d, 6f ona thhnq.. >,aag the ofr: ni of falLz"a cc-  nt€Tnq. 'NI ç' t ncause when her or ,C did 



RLIT0000397 
RLIT0000397 

r at lr°alc ace, sh_, w lr= rn j the help. rre .and It v ould It  her—and ot or sub-po~trncisters Yari rnic._resses--of ti .w re ord, ` fou ius',

a.r:ed to ^ia t1 w t ok:"a,: baJ,ar ;e. Ef ,CU a°ely they were, toll to make t p r arn'. er... I I h."lpi Ie _aicd, 'n I`_At t`Ae info, nc for ir, the,, y 

can pia tl' s5r tear d: wr for the iris it' ad trade the next day.» ilaat svgs utterly dis )u ing-

My caricat y a tJUL it  ink t apcadMw 1 A;s a drina my baildirag. t u rhiti - hc t:raaar, cratay c vi::eo, ao'u explain the situation and you 

are advised to snwsh ~;'.. "~,tir!..4"car to escape `rWAkf b itd€rig"t. r nee yo ku h ve, you i.'Sa eve n ti" prrv4a' seed for' criminal damagge, That is 

`afaEE a > It. ..s rlC"st ti? IJL.t lane L7uy, i €'i? r  i'kQ': Ia:; !- a C'Y'RA'1'aArC% .' 41yE'-', `RF,,&at,.;~, C.Y:. E"~ i'air 'fa.br3i i. Terence in Crar?3a"R C'1: ourY74l C3 ' of 

c- cicarrutts rixca sue 

Jan  svi are, wos of pond chord tr:.., ,,vith no previous convict"sons. She rernimin,) e recently that she had newer r vrm hods ,, mart 

as Y ¢a,^ PK Yd-̀I t:ckot L.,) !"4e rata€as. But kf She had sat dc i  ,,vith a prob iton of us. r for pe ., to itence rk ,;G;,f't, it ttfii'x Ctso r it';,,^vouki na tie 

O r aori'are a. lay Br- u' 1,ai.tv3 hrive said, " i ao<dn`y, o anything" When she was c¢,'K;dd if sf k, ,vacs, aasrr~k, ,. raa cdia[d bra e. ,aid., 

nota I., i M^:a e l ct t aY a uc.€rak I hart' cirnc di Hag wrong." I did a rpre^ a,rat, her a _ rh :,e,,n ten air hearing as a 

ha nn<s, lk:A °/lc. n slae u, os . e=ntenced, the jail e °rc istd have questioned whet r Rae ,.c ;, likelyt c.a?rirn€t further offences bor;r a,:;r, 

sh .e hod + dmfi tto a as ,'rut,a<a tr.fsy rvharteser and she was not sorry. She was not . zrry be a  she had done nothing wrong, No

know Mika " it td no is b,nen invesstigated, she should not have beer interviewed and she certainty should not have been 

pr a'  rf, tt1c: rt-C hide *tr t cttae should not have pleaded guilty to false accounting and that she certainly should not have gone to 

prison fo? ninrti; ka' oriths. 

Since I Pow- been aeon l e rf in repre erdn vi tir~s^ of this sc andul, I have P sen cacrtocu,: ca a' =other sub , nit„ara; tern, a ii e; fer,a ds yFs 

09  I received a a~ otnrt , r, rxa n t•r an a sub-postmaster i 1s far r'rati,6e i. P tcave a r„iarr:acic, k,.. aar€rd fg des a. 

beta hir" thr. P";st O fire coared ng &,,,c t tnorz nr,, s ro t ' ft  no disho e t a trfi;; aria nri Ial"6. k7r„t"83,!Elt'rt, in t:h€s 

.>. ,rl: . e,%,ro , g,€'t.,'..ic;t.t7tt d. at i 4„9t4..'P.°l "ap ;i?P,Astln en s his persr'r I air a  s brat, the „r tIa. ,RrYay.'E%ts r''xat , I;. <`i6€.a, the}' h+:ar'l 

hrtr'.n lr uK.nd a'.Cf her, shy: as "a he r ` r fi tft+c-,e whether the' w" 6,' 90nduce hF: doca ts to the Or or nc .fS e i Ravi ?:l C; €.f~4 

and siic' v,a.a; rile oath a`cr, ..sin the likes of which hnv" ne,e . e en. She was told ¢:tarot al aa docu.im _ ni were privileged wind mall: it 

they war. i lr.a:ake she t!"JRa1ra is in serious trouble. There wo, " E€43,nno z r Jresroa,ana constant r r. a ' r th f.:n' .ac 3inn in 1, n af?: r 

lie as t. ,r iiE

I have re id tar west ce i=re .;..r v uc„)rr,~nt -it is a pleasureat re  s or«i It so re e 1 c the judgment t is '-ii- ar t'iat lees sae a 

c"unsd:ar ,yr t Ad. I or-in pepa.,red tea scc —pt O:hra Minista rs cane; Goverr rrs, t s.tfic atc wer° rri sl .< fr ,.rn .tie very tnat:! of 'inn rare:% Ot ':ce xanc 

I agiI  Jh a- cda, we do ;aoa tc or msaate=a right ° 

Duncan Raker > 

(North Norfolk) (Con) 

Shoe 

Does this not un=a amine the simple fact in all of this, that the Post Office's only consideration in all of this was to protect itself at the 

cost ofihc'lr'tal iAfcr 'Iacerh;atr rara~alaeapl fo e;d" 

Karl Turner > 

;1 Starara 

I re `3rcr.efur lc; the howl. Go, nt amai. i hca'..,r ., c e at r i this ;..s the r 't ,trca.er,_ure. ,Ter° ieaYr of tars. -moray capii.rati m r ho era _een. 
IvAy': Recmi:,r.? ,w, P n, w -r; invps ed ,an;i re€iior off„ans, in the I p. r, irsc dr.t e sryf ii' sna the ®l r s;>ihl r.,;;atri w Hateict 

I l,:.Cia.xel f,r.5, ht.,r k';- ;'w'V. 1.r CP`.3 17P 7ha' ti.rtelp ;:!.e iraiat: th :7t hey kn tnot thcrc ea-re yin n'is vvtto a-  nr . poi to prison m.. ar' who Ii rd 

cireudy gone, at that point. Its utterly char st€r , 

Lucy Allan > 

Shore 

I for=, hc.:ve a c:c.rsi a;ur ill ; ex .ct the situation the ho; U: fl- a, -a I- as ¢es.., at. d, who wrc s IF.' years ;: td ;:ins irva sr t Is Holior:;ay 

iris'  rr ant"is, occ- sad'- of _he a di  itir itxk apolo asr= to t tie  ra nra sl .e v; as up as -d to hY ace _..ol:_ia i °on'a. Sly h ,, rot h ad tree 

r- rrie cle ar d. .`_ he as ea "i e 'art rag ye cc s Fr :=r the C ''n" nol 0' -'-5 eview or 1' as to da >.i`ta`:.. 
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Shc-e 

The hon. Lady is utr, eErotz ritgiit. hesi-, sub-postrnasters were r p t,a n the community. The Post Office is a r 'p,r 

organisation that tic n r ud+biy proud of, buC that was part of the problem. The Post Office was betiLv d, I he ties Ulu 

Ministers„ officieds cra> ever else were told -ul,:;rig the line wer't iael ev t as well. -tat is t" l j{ jnlyy u ad€ge-led enquiry Cara aa_aiaiy 

sort this oat. We need to ki,uv,r =vsr, , krew w,ra.at, volitit they knew, when krc.a kr s it as d ray ; . ;ie; r ray."cd as they did. : 1 

wearit , a . iy "-aril Lhicii t 'ri any about orae ofthose senior people in the ' .su C)Pls e:, Foul, taennells. I do not know Paula trennells bual- I 

do tc`rira, r wta i' ii +,pporc rata; eo,rne something in the region of £5 rrarlliora czv r s..:; yeir ra nk-A. I believe wholeheartedly that she 

would rrar, u 4 +.id o; ver y g od Fn dR rid ra sci. was aguir y o rat the time. This is uUe:r and a judge will be the person who 

Corr e,,r to 6:he titrUwyr of

Mr David Jones > 

(Clwyd West) (Con) 

-C Share 

I ;o a:;, c lffr':itti ate thc' no t in 'e,nbH r ft N rrtk Dr i, or i (i ;r,.i-,ine'sy sa id ; iy °;cin, Fr nd, the 'iI ib; r f„r North West 

L pack• xte-shi e (ain&ew 3r@ Sara) c , sr .`.ur iq the ki ter I have the prP ale ae C rrere ei ,n rir #.lof s Tr es. WI is was the l-ors; 

c'. iir tang in the procee ings tI at Kerr se'rt(e.; in )er tuber. If it haci n+. r b.reri tar is tenc.rity on.s ti -it c;sorer ,, tier no quenc_s 

vu 9 h, ve been that than .rro ,srt raic ral the: Post C ,tic= car,1 F-Irt ti v-- ul 'h e ,or rrr:det. ,r-ta.d c aif the repaitat nnr of rear:v~ 

I itacrecsnfcompletelyrf. ...or '-, ,r aocentpecpIraor.:ilrfinvabr:eracor ple.;e(e, do, .,ra~esa t ou aryhttpe.iffrein rt air:rf. 

I is r lea fr:r a r re _,dgme t dr-Liv .re_: lea_.t y  r'y t.r j,rsti='e Fras=_:r that the tar` ,or syaken' we ,, o, at%, re 'coat t raeu, date give, it

c.';so clear that' re as Of ice Banc', by eastons an> its lrre,.to s cr ;d, y furti?er extension, s Cover nr ent appointed directors r,iva m 

In ice be ..n c_va  that is ae arst am so. do set so Sbo. aiit"stC' id ig t`~raa:: to ou, r 9;r yrrar ; th r Pr .t I r'fir,' strrbborrrty and cc}g~¢s iset>a 

can ti-iued t._ assert Cheer the s ar., vas : . fc: p;. rp . 10 y knno=cenr- sub-pr.str,asters am sub p:.;st nisi esses lost their• 

Liseli €accts, iWorre e- th=:.m omrz be ikrapt, 50 le ;:ft ci were p 'os„.cu..d ,,no, An, ee , s• rn : of ier w; re <en to ,aril, n. 'Ii an 

cbec ute'N sr--ar, Ial .us at

It is, Ir{ E,:tia at efa'i to Pr -8r tkc .aa, f: i*? Piau'~d chief wde=,35 P ~.t Lti rr i  t +yg i"v t, ~, that i:E: rSfe'itr t"J=', ia'tpa:f C!€,i'iie,'o r' ac' err'rent tta 

the le: our auC ca ,t t'a or ii, a t st ri tat otter ,en_ eo''ro'. lso aloe t ri :w of Ilse rrsr,_ ,.ter. "6 h.. ve. rirr .s at - arisiii sir city eg<srd to 

set or t rjs p .L  the t+ari-on .or., to c.. i, °iS of tier ,suer E err or hove w ard, cifwsr c, astr or taken lint a ac rio it, rise :="lt'erreIii 

Surn; 'Ior those t"ju PiU Iit:rgc€ats 4461 se a l t: . €"he'tO 'in ̀ rie. .t n ve a duty'",o Cher e4 ntr „;w ,at th `Sub -pr.. Str" ua:-~;r:; who n' !e 

beer so,spfra00i shit tre rte y o s. sav rnr' n rau^trier co U'

wart brief, because I os others wish °,a great., but there is a vehicle that could be used to pay that compensation. The Post 

Off us piperates a air ar en, ,,-e ,'count for unotta I d rnonej and, given the history as h„„as i a  today, I ugir est I  is rather a tot 

of' s'  ai.eited money in clip P st 0Th ,,: . 

Aur. ±"drea to da :'111. report ay er- rid Sigg ;t , tx rire.cnrciled,  1 iii rrr far oh', in 'I f:,Clncinl soar were, SITE -no _17 r* idirrs i 

respe-cri €of Pan f I,:alea id ATMs rar d r-gppr xi at4'9.,r j,S ilkron. iii respect .:if fantunder, €tank of 'elan I and S a, trii deg• sire gr.€:3a t`r o of 

optrrcaarsrs,ratcl,= ;70 so-called ci,,ent accounts apt ;rat,, by the Past Office , p tp.;sn n' r r` much tara been, pair g iriita the P;: et 

Office's prot-L and loss account from unreconciled b ,,rarsass would clearly ihav . to be a matter for further intgrsiry 6 IV, a' it is ,uim,iy 

a Fnk,rr arse. lr€bls t,a rulpny the a ,ts of the cinsrnnnts in these,,,scut pro a eding, ri . 

To sc an arise, e :-ov-mra .rerr: o' er, sip irf t.an' de it, cats: fir; ancial nd -no tai 'at e  rorge' sub-pastswiasters as .i c ris.xque-ncfa 

ofth= deplorab e c_nduct ii as re..por sit--" f rot-" airec ro€ of the 'os Of ice. includi iq jor execui,we .iirei to-ac pp it I b.,.; the 

Gov rriment. Ministers ho ld >an;, ire tic th t debt .,. d, ch_.,rgrdo- q-rck ;s a. d : "f ly  :;s pas, ble. All.-hough t is. It ,sir gg t_ heir 

oss!i anc:.es frorn h1 nist =rs ;ha€. theyr, co; na.. th P :st .taff , ,' r„ed . to do ,nor ,r t., st aan-,her its, rel...tir. 'ist p v th sub-pc tn-r,.sti„rs 

end ro r grain p 3blk,; trr. st, 
.t 

would be even more pl_ os+ant io h .a sr the, or rr.akirg o:rrorgearier .e t., cr insensate he ;tci na,its as 

quickly and as fully as passibLk. 

F.sia `.,y, I gull., svppc.rt t' e c, ali4: for an rd -pc cc it ,r.qu ry, "hr si t o (iv a-'nrent ha%e ca in t bl..goihon °a da0v:rr 

'r "1 
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ambas Charalambous > 

(Enfield, Southgate) (Lob) 

„ SYmarc' 

T ,e Post )f F ,e rin orrt 4r ndfo l rrUSt can ri., c? n- elf ,he rric, t s;sco kin_; and buds, a dl.A o er, ,ts cp ct , n honest, crdi yr n ap 

sub-p ostrna:atet., hc,s beery tr!i=y d.vc,3tni.ina; lawJ lift ch,inr; ng. Pv. t :e c-om 3eris ati n v.c~n by the sub ii- -,trr st,.=s E: tI- it

e...t cia ri jnirst c' . Of ce st lI iia very .itts' to rer.tlicicc'a, t io Lr;,t aenrs of ari i, sUffr;' m or sr1cia, stigma du I t , be.nq uL cr,'`s ac. 

crimi.nrais, v r` all chr peo et Lilt to d _ 1, w,ta .r r4C9r rw c i h:rrie,t li.ring. 

One :;iIt s a alt .ct_d i' m. or =ass t tie. t K amr,an :oh ;at wh:.se ifa:- watt a sub-postmaster„ and og her they ran t he .us iee-. P )h 

from the be,A inning, us:ng tae 9or zor. safrwc re provided b c.he Pc-t 0r1cr, tl ,.re ;ire e s¢ or; -cast.. Ir Sei-ter be• 2(a3, 'he Po, O ce 

corn  r at zrn d2 of A:he., b; in i c :d found a raho.-tfc l o e2F 0(3. Follrowing ir.,re<T;igc io the P,.st ffice F'"as  d or rar an

his v.{ fe, out tie,, au..e t ;ey i°cad 1w sr at[ hi,:Ire , e.en h sgh khcy h. d c.< an: nc.hir iv in  K.arn.,1n ::iec:de:° to oIe:ad ~.°of L;_ sri th•rac 

their -h I € i w ulc. no ris, b_mth theE'r pc rer _s ran ; in :or  ed. In February 21:'04, he yea,, Sr  cc .n tu nine m rnti°is' 

imp ri- o ne to Ki, stun m rra=gun au  arid, to add insult to injury, was fined e25,00C. 

Kalman and his wit Lo Lithoir "?U£ ri0  a cd the€:- hone <,nd had to enter €Y3to wri i .di°, iJ ral vrlur ur3 U n ,err en* to ay cdt 

creditors. Bern ,so ,_t it s ~m,. iiv :tie i K iarcn .tru gled to bird work::, €a d a 1 of: hi_ vo .{icition .s r riw ° pe:=t and Rau h as tour d 

embt::,ys.iera , he st€ l ho s t t cal r o his repn,ate,`ior: be: au se h.s t_ fly.ctici i has r=ot t een ov ,rte=irri

In 'aragrast 2015 Kaniran happened to char rr ,rc the r3L "'I ::a oratma'TV -ro-ramme, which highlighted ;rtho s ca  identical to his, 

where sub-postrna o.:s r'or e prosecutcu,ut crid coeivsalt da j .,a orualls in their ,al:€n0 . .rlioikiaing an audit. Dozens of sub-

poctnincs. s e=ve rc d,ficuratcu ;tired c;ari~ f`a°rwcirr and .- i cried earn act on group called the Justice for Subpostrr a ters Alliance, or JPSA for 

h 1  
t 
he jFtt-i tad Ly AL°r.+rr Bate broLgf.ti Q ,.loo° r,afon with a total of 557 sub-postmaster,. wrii 0 was vigorously fought by the 

Post ci lice, arid ail 7I December 2030 the sub-post inosters were awarded £57.75 million in dorri+. ges. 

My r ah Fr no th . 59 :rn.l er'.ar L  i 0. rharn. ,0r Ji°?r: ) - r€ Pub orlr rr h i says that the biggra,.a c. an o,I of r ic  v,,cs th , fact Liar« 

the Past ,?ffim: cs. 'ed tri°at: there v ir aar;r, Raw in the ' aerr bra kn a ,all rslrrng there arrrts ra prri0,ern, ,,ahRe n oce it people w,.,ra

to ,tiros. 

DrJulian Lewis > 

(New Forest East) (Con) 

Share 

Crie it , ti.sng slat port cJ< tia~. rrai•,t .,a`ter_, ri:rwr of ,a o ig as thae t i.re .°ao:= t ir: rge -pi ~ in ,arv'rrs,.rAte sod nstiaro€etir€..,ses 

0- ita re ,air.rd „lad Pro ecritec , s. tin.,y c iU rot t:,raor.=thitthe ,verve i. to on' in the no cc au,th Pc_4tiv.xtic=_ pr sonaf=,y 1.

trat iitnis vagong:?n sroie 

ambas Charalaniibaus > 

Shore 

The right hone Gentccarna-i is sabsoLutely right and makes on as:erfcrar fc icSence labour; trs+ri ,r Ji milt, c f irae y -era v- >crid hove 

led to the conviction of tl . .sr sub-postmasters, and that ias' Pi %,,v ra _ct t:o Piscit err P ovf tc Progri . . 11 L  r..tIi?PR,v cfrar die uiicil 

the Post Office cha€r"?"re1E1 conceded that it had got things wr r! iti LYi. pc)st, rh_ relct vac... r the t fc f Feug t Is. oct ti c, i ii 

the bitter end, and tl°i speaks ✓alurai es. 

Lucy ALLan > 

Share 

Does the hon. Gentleman agree that the way the Pc, it (lice; conducted itself throughout the litigation process was shameful in terms 

cr try inc o rind do wn he cLc mutts, so the wciula v ,id  rheii- claims 

Bambos Charaiambous > 

Share 
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T'he an Lady is aL- of :et rig it, he Post Oicc, seeole:i to he =e aihrn,te_' fuid, at'. -s d spy sa o Sgl'irth . act:io , v.°hereeas the sub-

p 3st; ro ,'err: hc.t tc, co'.ec*'ve, r b .ng the acr on zogether a rd ty a n Euppurt rror , fr e ;::.,licator to get thern t'aro_ gh the vase. T're 

r-ost tfi _e is car. parr s lfnc h c,. ga rrs,..tiori, but t:`'er , se erns to be no a countabitity for its a=r io.:~, r=nd 'n this mater there seem to 

L- o n sc..atiriy, desp =ite 't rr cer=. ing public n o :ey':or .ts fi:anct for y, 

I. wujh t e raaray be over, she ii ou iie:r.we continues for my constituent. p!.aarnran is st€ tr.-irag to get his conviction 

invcrtaai"ned. Tree ! ii 6r ie`i'4l Cases evr rr boo,d iS naeunt tU be = ..3 ,a Vie:xt s' k t l i cu i v4 35 it writ be taking; A 

arE# r=.`;at rare ;.f  tt`" .>i '4 o-3`~ t3 iarm C!, s;:Ca , ,gat [ .2a p'o-:e €t tat3~'.S, r1r. ?:26'"i ,: .r"S kJ further civil u n, u  he is nut atone. After 

having been r0ed ,y tli t,ucf sy...,urr., it Ica rns riaaatjuStice; is nuw lna, •iy euir a caone, tart at a e r .tar>{=s Pa e. 

therof r. rai` ;te the rlini,u er to d s c ➢otevc o- i . toffcs tc get j x_IC k.: fio. the° sub 7 .,D ti fY:caa 7:... ,., oi so join the m Ir an 

i'vI IDeruRl ,, r I, =iudf r . .Un."'d p,r blir irq aary iinnCo h; ^sn kr lo, sr anrrtat 

Jerome Mayhew > 

(Broadlond) (Con) 

Share 

Scar ;Jot ; acne inc scc<nd is - o, ,anal bw; i a : a °7rrt,er : arr,ste imlc evnew Mo;nF :r of th c H.auc- , 3t iSr ,,,t t,:a r.rsy avht n ,.r e s. e c:? 

raft of p.3pe=evo. <c ciiirig : cra ss s u es!-ts te. scan t°aro,,qt. the detail; an _ fo ger that e$_;ch :aft ,er sr;anr.gals is r id- utr of 

indts 1u, l c, sex i ;dig„dr~-h h am, n ssorias__ so be. tt e irciu gee e r.ftl-. a F§ rue and ask to reprise m s- rg of,.=rob sar e er, a 

cons.iFm. Mnt of r  wh i 14 years cxgr was a sub or mktress c..ad i;ait t tr e br:on=:inch oe=:oaa=sts. She di c nri: hr e t„is =sas ,, s' e 

hicth1 ghed to ,d a kc i fr: hcp_.....indeed, she c, ke_i fc;r hc.ta f arr€ ?h.. Pct race. F emm..atF,y, that elF cr  iesome, in the rrrr; of ahrre a 

ouditor. They b d rat T' t h=:r i-: brioncinf the be ,ks- insterid, t;aei, us.aen ?ea her, th ..y occased her ofthe r, trey evr .ha d h.er 

home., sa3kir g h :ar ,. her. si e h ad s idrt c heir ey, and than t,,ey intc ro yaat:+ d @ art•:;; such ran rate =t t eot c st thud only wh n he 

physica(ty.  collapse F.;t it hid not enld ti..i'cc- tha t' t, ok hr, =rmet aPr itca of arc,' cc,rting h .r, ",r:oth n ,.hc, ; cm  fear S-rhse raccountiri

That jam  '_adt wc., p -pass <ri,,ed t o p,coti gsa',ty .o t e t -ss: r c`Xart cc to -e acc: an ring ;n c rde to rav  a pr on sentence for t`aeft, 

As a forr aer roar istr, f = or ur 3ersuand y it -  f; cc .f t ,e aaer:ing.y ir.spe-tet.:ab'.w e.'de tce of n roa_3usm sy er' in the fury; o'` 

Horizon, _hc~t' as cic YA ei ght hose b aem ; gig-n n. Hat `ng ate ado 9.=itt , st e w;as s ntenc d r a tt rr c, att ir'pr isoi~rne .t, , ast.,'nc sd for 

t o -co° rid 00 ao:srs  cr:==mr ur ..Y . hrve. islerr blt, That € a ::r•ue scc:id at i:: is ,vor e t-aarch. i., h -ccaise SF - wc; 

starred n hear r ami ri ur ity, she wc3 o..trairtse i b,,% he friendi s, c:id ` er : aer=.ai ar era 10  1health ,veal. hin to .uc . or, ex" eat tha v she 

was sac ate to t, av, hr .r hr= u e or ,wc ye:- s. , hr..i. is ,he -,*rK crier. e  oftt e a bens ;end ;aaaa. Ira ..s Of the Pr st Cffic a.:d its, s vcr€t. 

Frrjitr-aa. 

mc"=iry id ,i.ra' hr.popen? Undoubtedly, it ha"pe lee! taer.ause the Post 0misi .e dirt r.,t =-mm r't to believe in the h y of c; ,ari stuff,

refused to believe ttrat the system€ could be wrong, despite its own evidence mount irap up> to the or uorpy. 

IpiT 

Shore 

rpons the hon. Gentleman opprcc' th,it. i i.:. rc morkobte that there is a rainaate showing that the Post Caaace h ,ord knew in 1 99 tcar the 

~;yyv;t'r,,r had its forr Elsa 

Jerome Mayhew > 

Share 

it is absolutely inexplicable, aand it tasted right uo to the evidence heard lost year by ter Justice Fraser. As was mentioned, he said 

that :the os: 0f ace .acted . ath, r em re flat ;art`r s..cie y, r, fu _,inc to relieve ..ve a it ov i fr.'act' cc there is o strong _,us,ici::aa that it 

event rur hei thin c ref sal to Aeta ve; there xtvas ;act rat.;' a put.aticn of oi;. aorast p_=rtii. air- -ty in the e device given t y F'  it -m, T ae 

tear edad, e c:.prssrvd s, rac s a. me arri-: o1, sut_ Piece ;acii_y aa. th=; s e. device an; tcr:,k i e k ere ,an€ cur;; step of rt "err na =. to the 

Direr; or of €c'aabl c P. asr ut In- to cor u} r nether .rig€:rocs; pr se:;ut€ rns hr a td till w. 

This ri"tsat"h r `;o £ dis;.ov reel ur y t> r the t r,ac and tenacious actmor'?s of she cr.m as Lhcansei-c . 0 cm ,:a It-yc., r p ,riod, faced w!'tid'r 

unending he ay ;my and .o - L in ,re n, t tic b,, to . i'G;st Ofy':ice. 
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MattRodda > 

(Reading East) (Lab) 

The t -an, Ge di rio is raaking an x  t ,,,ee-,h. ;7aes h ^ agree .hot sub-p, k.at ;fri 9N ant sub rostn aas,. ea_es are rat is~e r ear;. 
at. 

m  foal cairn ties, aand r.ot ,nly lose t1hp, r;...,p.,ct if tr os. rnr nri nines sat ies,,rsa th , ra ,pe..t o the Pctst r;.aae . and l _nr e

auth ;aritd ? T aic ,,vhra;e s ,rr 'ii)3,.,ts ?n anrl ;ati wr I ck r` f respect cod ,. R4,,;e„ it is a.te pit' ci ,,ar nti p and, as .' f9 Sf$tj ts, 

to e oe,p ty vrfl,. 

Jerome Mayhew > 

af Share 

I entirety agree. It was the very fact that postmistresses and postmasters are at the heart of the community that made the 

devcsLa osa of their reputc_,ior s o t th,. w ,ise wfren iey we e is, ..iJu°;aaly ..cc:, sta: b, to- r •upJ Oye. of iis`sara.r t,- seal.' it Ii 

I o,'T-ci.r.rlt to €rnpt a'ir, tf e ; rigs, rrsra r¢t not t.a .nide a w.hsnd rr, rAtt veil. Albeit at area's lengths the I r t Office is a part of the, 

Government it p.zri: <of t he cepa¢+.:;r,,unt for e a, Energy a¢•ad I od ,,Arial Strategy, It vio,u ref erro Cl tai r s , On CL:cada pk,,, of 

C,cc,ra itsaa?l^ a  a rr,r:.I I idsiiiy a ar,r.,e ,! tc t s, ta;a;u;,u.ent. It sa pail: caf a wider paoblem with tlrr: I.rvk ni' ;.aas.ran it,aba its i!n 1u,u n, 

leg w s uoan arils of-se sensible sahati; n: ci eage-led inquiry that lean Lha p,' i r to ,.s.ao isra Ute r,iav d auac 

~whot a ara af, ,r. ari to gavrascastsc' tes these people and award real -orr€pensation. 

Share 

Whem I $ oak iri the LAcstri` - Ya.,Y'K er r-^. all t' ebote on a M arch, I ,i fa.ra thi.a4'. I ;od (a Ian' a c i .rf inter' rr€ake t €.ky ° ,la ",.Aa.r that I , a-

arc'- o postmaster`: Ia , k15, I vvas ;,a8i.a-wrint of, p€n, aap' fa, the: Post ra9r.a- when won. postmaster ft ear =at tree rntrall Os 5.r s, 

Really, I could not sell a stamp; iG .r• tl e t:a ,arx: , wa* all ; ae F +nriour.   ,ea' a r presto this a ,: apc.ny Lhc, , r in tho,3' 

post offices an 'ci haavr. „ at cit u.. I a.„a' r; or ant to riake, it or that none , f rsit ptcast tiff:,..; or ,'s f7{f a ts ed :. y, the. .s,.Ca ;{.+.:i`c: 

how ye th- is a valid co ,t taxi ii" ke .—I '.von der wt „th=it. yo .,e ,a .se .at r e ri. col abe= seas c at to ,ha• ,:s b en a postmaster Rato y 

pain °. in -hei ' ca ee I t--ont it+:;ive., m : a unic., ue is hi- and it .ity a ca'}in lens or' this son at Fps : salmi it the W.. ,,tn ins .,r :-tatl 

debu-e _,,canned y .iy •aon, Fr ens the br-tlac it f" err, aer for Tel rc# (Lu y lar ), I :.Jill: cocertrcte c n tl a cave rna..ce ssi s. shalt 

mak three p:oir°its, 

Not r_ nits hav I . of , theFt_ra rm srstera c' id had fir... ia_ at. - x'arar ,c., of nok n,, up h 'c as, avhi n is &%vtat s a „,for yrr. g rr,onlent, 

but I :ar, erra us utterly with the ca fal sit.;ati in ,.f tlsa hued ed.=: of inn cc t v-Ztirn5, ?Ve':,av he arrf it t. .to e ca .I ve ".`ut€ c=ea r it 

tirne and again ,.pia.' aft: rr uur0 ini ..,ceaa f Vol e hove to .c tit,.ir 5, aat ti an yc..in t pe 3p1 —i se„ an inn ,roe-i—hot:: be n at' =;d 

and ttier sts .ag ;led to b - Id the . tsvas rase use of the in i at remold.,, I € av oast:tce ,ts ir, tv ,'it hNc:rfol; who have gorge t:aro•nzgh 

such airs, m . Their store is every ft c3 dr":iaetul ac t se that co at we `,vial he ,r a» aiat 

question whether the a.L , , infers that has been s- .ide to recompense the victims will Le inough, I think we probably aa. oj,,oa 

that it will not. After the lawyers take a large portion cif that fund, what will be. left? That is not right, The Go' ernmeiit must intervene„ 

as the ni-ufn ssshoreholder, to ensure that people t'- . recompensed properly. 

Vic bo and n Post a'fare Ltd is, ci nquestionabl,t, ci 'aountable for this fiasco, Action must be taken .at b,a d grit ,m bor:s or prcaper€v 

dean: v it for tli . ss:cr.eti ae, What kind of corporat .. governance structures failed to allow this tarra0peo' Tone r a ha. beenjoil.ac 

on-IS 1 rr. .: rds must have them overtur ac

I turns to,;he't,hra - ova- no -,ce ssc"s,haar ne.,ad t b pi ̂- rig ht. Togeth .r, t`,es.. issues sh,_w the allsrtls'in t ,cc g ,us :t.ie r„ !M,afi,st 

pair- : is abo:at the trjtai withdrawn t o s.ha Cr:.vn i"4et. Jar;;. It: ,s , n ab>r;iit' ne:cas.:ty > as : we "ati'. have r, be ..kb , of r,rovin last 

offices ir' this country.'<`le r at' q& ie tfarr: 6' i a flog ye{ rs r;po to ast =00 Why is thr t re.evo,it,  Sao are ta. in, about: sys' err Li 
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Horizon .for  v Fong, l ye _; hive _ bc.tikt.;ont; of taro in post' oroe s the t w ,rk etfe <tiS .lily the<ars of en a t  bed .or , o urrducts 

and _ yst ;rtes. l L y ,ro do :on'tin; qty n tie ry rs vh,_, n s n any iro ch=sec op ra'ion cc e in go depending on the apt-eaY rs' 

s'Jcc«'ss. 

Let us also remember th ' if o. ua orgaurisuoar d us tl,, t  ;o is aa:co vacark in i't, it is the .trai6 woho are the real holders 

of long standing deep koala„ etta:a"_€gc. e,.ta. urJ o , e,,- tt.e vvitier' cr. Stu diuns of z tie a et, .'Vork. If the Pot 01,fic hr listened to its 

staff in the first plod, uvi'rer? they re d t ac. flog„ this r,orha,pas ;mould rr,a ,crave s uppL ed, i here a r,lrr be ra., inar't" Ldiute moratorium 

an the programme at Crown disposuis to ensure t@rtat di hrr c r .tire's backbone is pre ;erred, 

Secondly, as total decimation of the wider bran in ors at the moire t, and it remains at  rrr to nttankr paa r, ,: --not 

just to the people w CS work rn the lost O ru, to rP3 trr ties t at use Bt---t at they and t, eaPr T3tS8B3t €n~ bhp€r" 

branches, it is not anecrf,:htcft to suggest that thy, :ia.ir.he :at pm r anent sites His year after year. Air the ' .t gFx-tee r nr fa,;zee ts,..rr.> vycti 

e ,a thy.rii ra  0c, despite Lhn C;c ve¢ r Emc-rt e ra,e, isrg tree r.st i3ffae to m  shoat its bra

t Fr  so h k .o t.:,e s..onL. iii  at ,nbf aor •. Fri an the h r*_mk or fc,r F - oaaa dlaar d f, er€ rune MoP;he al, he em,raen-4 b rrt4er ;-ha- hoe is. 

s F eke he rra l ,oa h r es..,.d j st aroa:nd t hr; t. ;as msor- I pal a s hh.,  asic branscta w~ th ~J m ah' " ps.,-t 4 f fro it not adequate or 

t oat . orn.,n kinit"y I urge the. X66-st z tf: p,ar-at rc-- e ;Joy rn ,nce in alas_ e t , rar_'u" tiiri th rt ,r:tch bramrhes care not Lost. I stay to him, 

f =eca°wr _tree a tr, try to strap, th Mrse ,.lr wares, k r.,.aase, hose p.;a* a off aare sa .rya:. in -..:a6.ar ,..aarr m_ raitiws. 

t y Ii at ..poir.L p as crack ti the re r aurrgraco€ : of our sub-po ur ,,stt:rs. .t is a'es lly quite clear'ttao* the Cor~arn:sss _.=ns gha z a sub-

postmaster oar..s is an u er a cos off ce : re so l it shot mo y, It i frJnchise operaxior._> hive .o have a rt lair offc,.'rrrg as wall. in 

man ru -at ,:,rests v er, to .cc li is ov=er----aria sa-'r a k)we,- al th e tir.aa- we ne*d t : ensure th at we pr~esurve thole t rat remain. 

F 'e vs'an,. to "sad a -ibr`ant aevsoy., s. vv .I the F ii or : lea se Jol:. antra th ats 

Kevin Hoflinrake > 

(Thirsk and Malton) (con) 

{ C Share 

it is a please re to speak in this important d bate, and I am grateful to the right hon. Member for North Durham (Mr Jones) for 

bririg,,4 j k to S ar d n d i'ut 6i ; xcea it ,p c c;ir. 

thct't',. %o rfielf or' Frs,M ;-Ionsa t, st(,sER"!• up •ft d 'lirE:. t i'?i.iath,. A on tai"C°r."tbe s r'fo3 ,°:, hnve a;ro0ce- q; fi'te 

Ia 'l "r si ii"r S ,u , ,r t.h:e honking r::tor, ,h-," a 7c.i  ser> aMt 4 '' Vi c,n, ' 11 1 t € .:tae.. 11a.rnher > ,n lrc`h side, a "t.t'5. R io, i -a 

stared up very • yell a;jmn of ..a,,E„oth on ghee€„ +,a.,.cosia 's, " tfao ' e ;' -13 a: Eli ...k wm system, ,des t:he na Pdf','. 

The €ssu s ti at ,cos of ce; fa..-e a ,d t re 'rip - ac- fur Nre,trrr 4.nt of sub ,os. meter s a=ad r:,istres .'s have b  rgt.,ipt,,lcc-ac 1 welt 

t ire Lod ay. May question is wt h  the „ac is r ofstood r.rpa fr.;'th_use p ecple rhr ur ; those pea . th° or U ;rears? 1 ie., , matters lave 

l leer be,.arc than .or -it:.unc.rec s or lin eel; ,e - he ou t. h s r'ot `carry d Pc fa-:°our of 1,er_ aie ,.=h:- he .e Mier; de.norstr .ht inn,  pc e., at

c ,car;0es. That rw nrt. iur a it i the ,k, ur; vh at Pe:a:ui 1a-shall, r bee:r'rlster at C,srr st one C t ors; saays, :e i:soF ad t twese as es 

across tr e l rnt -nq a,ec or :rnoa in } ae,, cc:;es and, he fi n:.t t.haat ,he .o, its ,:are .rtr. t„tr 'all, b6 .,se in as or ,,f 1, ra „ tr,:st. d b am s. 

That aar-not tae ail,t. I ro,, at ,,`af h  st trp to be ev„ th=at everybody c.,:?u1 get 6 tic TE e r alas oaf Cor art r«u:•qu at  , ;.,r.rrtatc: 

mrmir;u air , o l"lair and lea-,l f ,ae/6ragf t eld, ye' , ee., w kr uef, ihe: urinal:': are open to ,al..„ ra. t ls,,. U s' 1  note Terr. is .s str<rr.,ra.iraal 

imho. ar ;.e b;etv,eer, , a sub-postmaster o r fray ..raa.-s rimer h ' q. to hr co its on the ph  a of laa,-vver's r;,iv' 1ec h ' ha Pn , I) a" 

Tr" a ii r t 8 r, a " . tr`.ttt'E, rtrtd tetaat ,r'nf7Ca# L5 t rf@,t. Thi,re o, l er "eft lay :- .7tr'i"' o P.rt rst~`~, in thto P 

r .ae l=caFt 'ill r .aa €. ref v, I fe e a'.:rrtl .trzr dpae H4av r}e Ii no thrA" 'r rtrais  fratamhle a:;.i:cirr ce 09a -net her a' ,a.,$ r' r d, wits t96 ' Fr -'

t i 47:•1T.~'r£:, iPr s.s ro e,vider7cc. TI it Lwee 1raw>L his ',t..;tarr, .nt, the're ,r~,a3,s no w.,t.aerro Liit t:hr". ~ns-, P"Y"l oa e w'ris in he

i, a k,Yrat that tt e lost Office knew= that this : as ;,far g s,.1 et.er the Sec onev, Si;,, at •"- or t, "he parc_ec-nacre _:06a ?ed at ;one ,so i t, <<ut of 

c our„e t- ey the . cr- ricd o V. <'a have seen simii r i' ,ue . at is ds bank, , hic i k ere ba.. k in 2G .e7 Liner :hr,: st€.ff v ,as ;air g 0: , Y.._t 

r., d r;ash=ng eanc ca. 're or as it' it sari in the .qi- u6 ,.61 L ae •;,as-. ca to rraurt 1C years hater. It trieaf to die recoil a h atlr Salo far and 

t e cFr r is. The same hap en .d r l ..yai 1a ,k a Sc tlyand. 

-o rnusr as gr,ista'ns,P the =;,list at of tic r'as ta t• f' °e; of course, rae  vviio kris'.w 'ho or  when I s;up-rort th. ca ,.s f,.- r as ou!;lIC 

sr,:fu°ry c. ,d proper - or c sot%ore -a :J c4 tt. ci+or.' vvh;o ac. ted for :he 'oP deco~, i Lyre are surne a_err t issr~, s r' re. "it <± 

.alic'.tort Ftegul atraa €tuthcrily sha.uid look i„to th;e cd.ti.:rrs ,e ''Lurraate Scrd r ,.k"nsc6r, v .ircih re_re,ented the Po, t office na AUU':'. It 
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kmev, at _.ut the Sergi and Ssg at r,rpe ;t yet continuedit su _ part tr e Pcst ,.att _:e 's ca, ,;, The _.a r h pp is at LI ,,rds vsw FI ro vt Smith 

Freer It 

We must exansine the. systems The Justice system —the judiciary, the Jusi:ice Secre Lora„ :he Civil Procedure s r+t rs ttc3f a as[ 

learn lessons from this. Why should it take 12 years and £10 rniltion in legal fees to get justice? That cannot be right. idea musa. havv a 

justice system that works for all. 

® 4,3 r L 

David Linden > 

(Glasgow East) (SNP) 

"44 Share 

As a'l Ier„ hav d nE., I ". htsr;P t€ie r Caht, hnn. l a r er ir'r `` o „h. r irhom 1r.,Rones) ,Q2r'r'r ri + tt e Ii e. w8:3 t y to ::°ut nmr spas ch 

to ^,tic ` ft 'rS -1 g >t

As w h ie - ea d, ,rdinar~ m n e, sd .aor en rhrc uq .out th Ut hca°,e ! ad he'sfi lives r asn :d Lr tt ., stir ii 1i"w; co, sst ;uer,ts ;av= h 

their 'Ives fl €`me ups'& dr_,wn, I v.,IL - 1 '1orr. about the, trrtncr. ar d cragr sh _hat they h=ave be_ atthrough .atee% 

ALL cc l, tlae cc l ace has cr nc.t.aai t me yl+, to hrin-g dos e ir,r' LI.,a,~z kcrras',ics, many of wahorn ha va a.r cu d 10 years of 

trio su. 1, he Justice for Subptastre asters s.misr- ce +,ve a forum E in 2531)"9, ,ut rt .e -st. t U' ce aber tr ge tiit=. s r scot €a~ reed. 

Ar Jar a.'ccc i ; as cc u- > ,,s r ua.. a":ave t he y trug c 1cu't. au` €.,ray cast t tic uy ai ,urr_siaf , e ¢.c a ye- rx ace mars rr rs4 a 

fortitude,to r~ndure, 

For my c.c t.trdf ;t ua  ar, , Li t<asaby and her husband, it was too much. They were not part of one group legal action r. 'aaysie 

they Ia,.ry 3,tr ettdy , etQed thr ,gh the earlier mediation. Their story is a Iittte different frorn that of those who went on tc, pt,a r.ac, a 

Ley  r ,,incrdy ins that they Just could riot continue the f ght. who can Marne tiaern? Facing a bit l of 36,000, the El Icasabys agreed to 

settle by paying rre Post office x10,000. The El ttasabys knew that they had dome nothing rfirorig, but they had no fight left in them, 

and, thanking they Ls,ad n,o redress, just wanted to start to close that chapter in their List 
ca- 

wy^ scraped the man 'v together and 

continue to pay the taae.ntal, e notiarsal and fir,o st to this day. 

What of those, Like t  F I Kc :raraarr4, wr raro, n and we re Florae '; ti.rs@: we: re not tr,r:.ir; tr, sette` )  Given 

what we known  it c, a t Ea'r i:,.41'ptt.ai a:y oft ne P-onl Offce and t Ek in al,- S.:r'artu nl, S L'a't ra ra ent trr et' iargentLy 

to ensure justice for them"'. 5.,,.at t-. ricy ofih ^..* Ic c x, cce ° , 3fa qu line t AEJined tilt'• L"i;ayftiom she 91C#w fir' ces dr. e to bh K..rhv„d-13 

r,u*hr,..sk She h..; been ,1 lt a d a=ahrlearn mJ in trm,nt. srhe € t sing rord.,raaa a,r ~4i s;,rug l ,r ec dry a par€r rcc dsabr r, c.raaed as a 

rc.srr't'c of the . C,,. ra  of 0.i ;11..31cy, wM the  '-we ument step in and ask v ct OU,.- to p+ay r ack those settlement 

r anal €da nt:eai(,t  :ey,  and, to re per ,,: the rernedcation c!# 's? 

Another ,.or. s"tit, en,:, f s F,izcabetr 6r. nets, was ;.art of .,he grr p i ra; actio - SL~ :. will r,.cer.e r,5 po,--oa t, but ,Y,oe,_ nc. know exactly 

how rnu .h. , ,s c. he, hr P=ember, h xe .;,air., a i at ,_"it .vil! Foe .,t  aura ad n IerioI fee -,. r; roe i on is `gars tar .. s e v, LL €f: at I  p id 

any+,whe.. n'Par she. al a d,:se'ves. Or cc .she as -r c ,.say iat  it ifurn 1ng th-e aCtior, a so )tr,,-cted, t`,e r;tcii n,ar .s s  r=:.ce, :re `.Brach 

less than thug .~ oa.~.d P3,at, ors ,fl r,  es has an -c -so th Gover ;melt. o I, anti; Ine a  t e O.hp ft paying th; fu ,ding sci t  at r Iae 

and 554 others get she. tic y ,reserve. The Gayer ;arrE nt aafi t :key ar° a r-W.speris€:.nlKty3 fo ciconi srf c,pt a  aces. 

'arc=.as 'uer:tia s r mr. .n a aor: - th e r .ass: air,o ut oversight e':nc" nohr t was known by e,'aar 'at a he: hcr;a-f;,ted a*ter .Lots xo " y r ; 

cave. it ;.p. Pee, )f .ice ltd :nn 3 be or arr,, s Length arganisc ion, brit a Gover€a,ne.its areha1der s>at on the, be, arc hr. ug`?au. ti 5 

period when, tht scwmd,l c;t:currer, v -iy - as :.he °saga c as-ad o c ap on or .,at ng  vh yn it we apparent thettL. m p. ~abt. -mrt we  so 

widespread? WI.y v ;as * to f cii'.lia . ar ;aul. Inc ,.to" sy _,pe.:t defe ;ding tl ac  se vh-n it, wc':, cla;ar .ha the Pest f1ic,,, he d r=.s b- ustr ss 

continuing'. prase ut in as. at cc Le` Why a e t .e r.::avr. nrr en' as to-;ine me e -tics t pc tr -ng roc .at, ;alive n a ctr-a ir;us` ce. 

that have been aid ho -' part ,:ul:arL~, thi at--rr;:aor 

All tau oft,  the Govenini 'rIL ,̂ iLC punt cifl`.w,. , as €d' - r'rpLc_.cernec s , it b aank ace' ."cch s Fm have C ci.i, 1, at i o  EC cc !vl`ci' 

strum bike.,  desperai:etyto g rt sub-rmustssio' err L e tuke on brgnchess. "icsff,rr. ;s Pont aifiue in cc +a censt tun icy via., ct sed iur almost. tw•ra 

years Lae ure t"sr?raily< CL e. y n, L .ce sliah,. Vv'Psu cur; be suriarisod !hut dic-t c hoileng exxts wh?..ss sub- }cs. ric;Htvrs have lace rs 

treated rss horn uo° '.y as tt L' €Cap at  Crud Mrs Barnes" 
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t ie ;th; s p 3 n v. Th "a n aka Is , ie eef"" to a uIi. irqu° g. hn r r_ is to the i on M nt r for rrow ( Cate Osborne), th €trinno 

Minister ;ee..nirR f ly 'av a ;";as tr t_~ae ,t to ° P s ca t a tr' tf;,tt; rn C th` s r att r t'"rot' h aruc o • tr ts r, a d .uo, id ,xp;)ct 

ford-,ar uotca is e be divulged I: ,y the t overnrr;ent tar ay 

w6 1 cuncludu-, but I wa+'.c to crsrrrY?"st:i"tt "El''irsk., p am the Sheer .c o. ,3f arP..m 'scandal, it is surprisir'ft, t:d"rat'. Lhe re !sieve, n )r, fc: ,:m rrrore n oki'in 

orsge.Ainhonourubi a o U ventothe'he lo' rcejwirnodiet Nick Wallis, who  erafcs.`., avingdiveruse.~iriawo 
.r

1P eld~. i rri ep ;S'e~`'(4t ~"~e& "sa' twea? Lat;2~"~+:DCAC_~, _dt3aul, C~sut~t 4"'1,. .5'b+`.5 C.£'~t"i"iF11t'll C~t4CBC! tt~B" ~,9Ct 9i"dEkiYkt~ _U ~?J°~tL. t it,~',~tapd~i- '~VzCH 

$, I"!E': r rar"apatSr'a r'J 4a rj it l,? U: aBrr  .,~§ g3Jf>Si4+',J' "+!0ct .tS rit ze a.:I O (,5&iisQl o €`s, th Li tics bk'G`n f,", ft ft wv LaC"lIUth . tury,

it Mrr ber for -i ltir ed °u• are ? s(0 or "-t t:li rtes } ;a rtucrrad it ri la a t rt €, LONJ sv..Je t°ppr drat or, c,f vaoso a a'u e ensue; 

t'aaat this story a .4s tlhe ,te at of Id .rse invcAv _i Irc-=.ve bee; r ra4o rtou, s vt.ry rrea  ir:.ak firs and t:aa the "dirt€ste. s resp ,slur•:, arival I yroppe he 

t -kes lass oplao rue ;ty t=:a ,girt rrua tea tlrin s ; iyi-;t. 

[ 

Chi nwuroh > 

(Newcavne upon Tyne Central) (Lab) 

Share 

I or  tr?late my right hon. Friend re is aft sr for North Durham (Mr .Jones) and the on member fear North West tsicestershire 

(An rcvI, Pridgen) on securing this roar r rally important debate. I particularly= commend my, right hon. Friend for his work on this issue 

over many years and for his excellent opening rernarks. Like him, I pay tribute to the hundreds of sub-postmasters rc ho have faced 

unimaginobie hardship as a result ofthiis scandal, and I omit to celebrate the v.,ork of Man Sates, who has helped to secure some 

justice- far „ ;'sub-postr zt yes. 

Ats vie hove inec -d fraarrr I\eE-rbe.rs c_rr both sid .r r - the Hcusa , in .ru,: shurkp ,rrn-be,- of ndi=.ida als aand fc-artier have had W,:ir licc;> 

irrincxte,f by the she :imefraImay th. t P st Iffk,e _td h,ac n= taczed tse:a th ou,h.,at tf is t,ro ;ass, He id ad of sub poG:;mc.,ste s h;asve 

been ca de frcud t.na forged' m pays n t-hr era_ ands, of` po nd «. T ,s 'an . fr_ ,reo hrr,okruptcy rr ;d - n ;ct°s ?n„ and fi n ;racket 

compensation alone will never repair° the daraaage caused. 

Spec-ant at ca f_rm r s 4t arc er - rncer myself, I or upset and truly d'saf po rate- at the wc;; a irhi h acc rd gy naf, be m r-serr.  as 

an irLLstrr re=ato to  our:ta, f a IT de at °aent o the ke '=d_. ore of the real pt e npeiaso it ti hr or of the tJni-ed ltin,,.do ra—. shr:rtild ha e 

had :,,ise  a ;d r Bowe rat: i9 he=art It : t o =d rest leave been err d `€r to a to '-lone :itr€;,are: c live g Iigh':r`ras;re 11 rot. ca=:tin.aes for many 

sub-posL~nc;ster•s to this dal 

104 v I' I S I` rfive saol,i tho stories of sub -paaytrra .Wsr. is or  their cr.,a ritu._saa;: :s. In I ,-'a, act a upon , ,r o Centrui, sub Iry.=Sttta amt, r raze:= 

@atfa-ed rier"etaal YBeC.. ti'f srob'errrs k.raaracjl'at ;about by place "sc'andoA . tri`ae y`bor  en' ,ira,;ra a lu:t €: saes Still a tor. .rcat*.:sr ='Ill."; ei_;nvr,rted of 

irauc , or  s`re h.aas f ac;c:c, c 'erg pa yea enL rin 1nt;mc tf r.,in As no eraa,. hecird fir s other rig' ;t €E; ss. :;ar:c hc,,. Venihar:, d.lr0 h as beer 
. 

trc cis # s_raraa a' woe a ra. rii€ ar { ' orarieel lay riei,r's ad ecc i )hl_•our , S ly,  Iarr case is far firarra unique, and i want to }lay tribute 

tw al' those g afro have 4ucc 'd in this vnray. 

fie s:.eca. mb r, ufter €: riaal is whir h tfir 6 aa.. t 0fhce's heaavj raf;arioe'.i ..f :ckms aaa;,.a€i.st it.s own st ofi ,c, 'a to P€a! t .fir ec tc Iray a 

198, cc settle settle ire. t to the; ?SST sub -rno ate ricacers who had hroaseAlat c L  .agaciact it. Sea hiss verdict, Mr Jac arak Cra.3er stotrrl that the 

I"a 0CI c tre tee its sub € at soil: rs in 

,np-iri uv, tar a hrar'cary wcc which ri ou l;3 nr:r he Par Farr :lea rea .. r °irt v'rtc:rnca., f,' frs0r o rvner..,m 

6--, a  ,yes :-rib d sirir,ng std ~ding e fence '.f tl e t or on ^yst-aTr as 

i-he r. i.x ,.ei^'tur 1 e a`vlrval r '.0 rr
„
Eo ' ntainir * the cal h r,v 1' ', L`

Ac; "raprtir ttfi hu'wtr; a tFVc":lP.z run ii.Cit z:; ."'.t' .€; d`Cetir "oi'a PY6s'ig rus r s rub rie r rk of local tia,e r iC `s. 

C ra the C iraLL-`==seal Cases ev a w ;for smr ;sic a s ,review c, fthe cemv€'-ticsas r th use off .ct-; I;°•{ the. H .rrz on '-^andal, such en extraordinary 

..vt cC ci ur~sta.cc: -m re u! es ; bespoke is as :vase ,'ac r ov  er`.- he are ,Far€ ,ate.' tb Pr. st #: ffica s me :,hot those w r •1 ; cr.;av€ .ter 

rust ec h b ring, th it e en n :nd vid ,cal ,app-mi ors= ar , t :'wager, it €c scmpif, no., ric,iat ;;+ r'- uire t,.as:- al,; eoa y in fi n nc: cl o t "iclz 

y ;t rrore, cots l t. e fig=ht wo clear their r"i tme. V!%ll tae ;.oar :rnr Trent therefore .,or id,;r c erns:; th (a RC hoar- ;hc aisr it reeds , i 

assess tree o:cse for :a g our c ur jerner . of >_.ora°,srct.an = du . tc oars -did the- Hr ize sr sc-,te n° 
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s s a .sa rr ie..: c ar+- S a  art; Ch: it s  bser: for rid o t ; vi. bee n c ft itt. it is t r ref: re of t€ r i rna. nt €;, ep _--rto sae `hot the 

Government ac' to •rnprove. the cc`~ptxrate strict are cif t- e Post .ttfr :e t.:, ptevr it t-~is n ot  N from eve hop'  rin a -iii l c.re 

s ,os d t:=:ave as  riare, to ado es th. ist-=,ie z_efi,re i , w' s a ay.aid tJ c' ,vetiap . ito th < so- nra;al it is, ;}ut -Al ve i,,ari do ° ow .s c:.isi e 

tr at thoe v ror;~pty °convicted get; set .se i_i id :esr onr are, la - nc a. t.rrifi to at ,y, arie r.lo_. a re at nsinip that the Government i.av_r, wi rh 

co ci  oects c e Petit <tu. Lt 's Acfo us ,:uruait aif sub ,os"nia-tern n ,gar a t - it t`iey° 're an be to create an environment th'.t C lov s 

the recessca y tr rgr--sc c: to ;:ha' gc , tc ha spet. 

1 weicur ;e tt°e fc._t tout l uuku += o lt{;, the forrn r ,,hief cnv t vo o; Lhe la> st O,li.. m w io was so he:a;.°iE'y ci itici.;o by Just€ is O. ,,,SW, 

apae' s o l5aii ,io to erve° rani the ..t31, inlet Liffice jot d, but ahtr un 00'` h Cdid ?tic. -a ii  d8 .0 v' tl"d!1i {a'II,ea7`:rStr%. I tU` `be P'."£Ude? 

Why' id _hey fi taf , so("mer to di»_;ari the selves hunt Iii aso respahsiula haw urpac iaG 11  liV_S ! sc -, r army ", 

11,s eve have, hs. r^4, on 26 February, the Prim r i true' 'r, in answer to a question from my hon, Friend the N mir-er for Joni vit ~I1~at 

Gsborrs._y, , gilarr rc d ^:o c "€r nniI "°G c folk pubhr higirP y into tti. hi. r.z:nra ^.;,an:dca~ 1,vtrcar aad hear fr  e it tae 

able to provide ( dat.ra 4.i¢ t6 e +irne:aacrio . carats ;;•,.rain of to ,t i ; us"rt Agoi o, .£: rs orr'l ,.inpi-iesir ing that if +aiaticrn vue 

address the error; of a Covet l ri"rirr t owned crr,":fsraria l iuraant o'a an the board of the Post Office, its only slicr•a tic tder is the 

Secretary of State for Pc ii s, t_n orgy on a tr ,xegy, so mare should have been dome to address the scandal before it rams 

allowed to fester to this cxtcnr, Tyr .our qu tiaras nerd to be answered about the +"raiutionship beta i oli the company and the 

Government. 

The Governrraeai ,n" ,it, fit t'.iF, ccararrri - to '`ti s ate Post P'P't'E^f.`,+°? puz"t.FCiaY'?E: itCti y ;-~drP'i th l't1,St, iiri ,, tt;is ,pros .Ass, chr - rp that the 

December > i`.t i viit+r an .. ', arc. of to siir.ir r s*Ir s, rtE c.uu d he ir:irther soot the E.i' it i .er :: :R pa ora e wr io crre . i„ ti r rr c 

jus nrd th hy o~§' lewd C, it„4"k; e-, Prd ' n"d o. iinriC.d i.r t. ini"PEE ry tto to'*,e is ioc:,, ns Cs;a ri ns fa- as  iy a  s'shle 

I Wart. tc so a rfaorw about the. Cc arc as. pal  „or ,,err Jn -in, rh mh .,aer-ti fain l ws in ;=ae torizoi syx er: b  i. 2015 cab has 

work d i°,art to cc re :he :alp my It t. is = ara. the= . it .s h ;apt; to uvr,-tk r °ith as r. a e. so t". at ` is . m ;ly ,rod iidtpe.,de.;t, at  r, , e 

have 'ao. rem-h r iy i-cc ,an obi:€ty ar ;IC A ve= and ri aut.air as that ho +. E._ been mm ed. Ih pit i = why sk:nur;rig his; 4n' .pr: id it iqr< ry 

wilt be sack :a b g v,<toryr fur sub is na ter i, tr ide ur;onc or lu> ,ic ..'t, e ;as ar en- fa€ ed at e  apt th it .isp aas!oility and 

p: evnt ,.he : canda from nccurrir g. I io, e the init,.er :ha,; tis. ,nc i coref;at[v .o t ,e . xoc.,ler: ci..,atr ,ut -,an_ fro; -n ' l ports of ic 

I- :7v' and ill use hisinfluence to ensure thutjustica is delverad for the hundreds a sub -prastritasters wrc;ligcad raid  ro hod those 

rr.sp'nss.a(e o e'er iirrt. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy > 

(Paul Scully) 

; home 

t ofatt, I congrotuti3te tore r,yh hit. s. rtorrlawr at ria  F art isr'i"? I~C"Jtiries. and it hr n. trier.d the r-lernber for North 1r"iaest 

Laicesty sh -v  ic, aw €sr€dg' ,i .i'l"8o oia€-:root be tier , k:e=#ay, 10r securing t .ac r s Pap•artr rii r;eb ate. I Llano ail tea mb=rs for their 

nt.ri b oi'tr, tc his ex- ell:., it an he •,a rtf t ' -~br te. 

Wr. f:raa,a,1'icattile Government roc,, jni4 3 : t  a  xae;`Li gas, and that was cart -Quoted by my hon. Fri'Grid iLi e^ Member for North 

N -=art' it r,. in B aker1. de is so impiar Pant, eatwe €sa.at'a sure thatwe build on tine 8cutvvcirr,. r1 a, r:. ,tc. r€a, .ie of closures--there 

ha- rsr t=wUy bean 4' )a  pa ' r:'foes in the past i' o. ;, c l 1 °,vantto make sure tl..'i ',aa dart develop a€a hat, although 

individual, pa_kt of1k ' r'ruy opeoa a, cios'e at various points. I wor°it to make sure that I ^seen a 1  e rest of my three covering as many as 

pot' ilwtw crl the questions th+a.. 1 u e been raised in this interesting P .Late, 

It €s i:mp r tally'o ignore to- e iripacict that the Litigation pr na: ass , .aai had on the affected postmasters and their families. we have 

hheir,, about Torr Fyrown, Jarrt Skinner ALa a B .s, Kcarnrr'a ,A, i rrit, S€+ ==âeon Sayer, Elizabeth Barnes and Jacqueline El Kasaby, 

ore .ria ,*€ rat. yea rriy tian. Friend the Member f;ar Proadtand (Je.'-z,iia tTc, e%,i) said, they are ea4 'r. n', pie, not just people an a 

spreadsheet or a is T;i'y are r,adividuats rrifiio-"a,o families have beery i `r r ar - so i Milt not hide and , 3r. a not want rp`a hal ds. ,f it. It is 

so important that as get +Asti P1,1a _.'ii Jrv- es i a ,'E a ,o ',i if we comas ti: M",i : tt.r at, ri ig that has been asked. 

I or .plc f that' e  l as 0 a as .accaptrd t-aat it as ,t i:, wrong iat- e  as ,an ,.he poi so E arw;:os ti s p5 vtc  no id ..a it.-- de atirls ,•,ri f 

a nu,- , .r• of ppostmaisters, a  that it liar, op ioa se. , I anti glad th_.at v e qrt . co npi he sive resot..ztir ,, tc the lits;1at ,an 11 at

severcI .<ays of as ect A, ~hc,ller.  Virg ar.d t tirr ate.y s-ccess-:tt rr:e.di tir ;i, i.,th aeiq;i sewer , t h in, tterabe°s k;;ave roalsed :'si..as c butt 

where w= q;_ frciit e 
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Et ye id taae na .cicI settle rier,,t, the tf:,e a_orra,nitned wo c pre€ tty dc- as peat o ier..s ffor a rec od aoa ri'na ste s, o it -till! she=rtt4 

c=anc_inc a set =rrfz to aac,J,e'.> the hi _tor`,.ol shorttc !Is Par pas.:'na°rteR ', w o !err: no pat a'Fthe group i !'gati:sn, hc~r scsner e is 

I eer de .gs:: d 4o e r a to r, trast ,anc" tra;Cisparerrt urea ;s P:>r p.:strrias,ers' hi-.or 'at ssi '- S as b re,otaazd. 

t is Ee; rns of iLhe set»la;rt€ent put the anus on the Post Gflr o to ir'lp:Ylp€rent tt'e ne ~ssory cuftGarka"E .a "ie'g +d'`,::a3r nisutio&'Eta'

tii, itigrated le l:igaCan,#+.:"iich,ai:bns Lhp'3€, €ho compCat1 shoo 5`ta.r  dd,3.r4 ;Uf' It rC;c' t:+a 4tiled stlip wth postmasters, 

v.utid, €L.Iii tc et_io rta post ru&rEt€aa azallil 'e' au„prnasstar, E,- tonkn f ,wca'd rata enFuge tiat pr, lu'rcasters con thave confidence in 

their future r icon, iship with

it is important that the necessary s a paart f =r rsrastrna ,tyre to kaerootn branches successfully is available. That includes newly 

established area monagers to di !,F sr ,;trpapk. gruear cE ar' impr ava_d branch support centre to support teams throughout the 

UK, an overhaul of postmaster era irr.raq >,n i kph Eva' alt a tardier incra astir to postmaster remuneration, or we heard earlier. 

In terms oft,'ae r::arllageme !t o€ the Post k ftfic_ „ ti W is new chief exc c.uti to f fete 'ar c,did wr, ar nr. ;a e, ec'Utiwr d! ee 'rs, sra its 

Lead leadersh=p h as changed si =aif ci ty € i r - Lt Faw Months as- r suit of t he it ation I sec„ gn .,e tike no igtt of ,ee,ing sur onndin 

t :e moose, which s why the nverrr.ner.t ' d I ;are, deterrr,ne; i tr. 'take the necs,sa y s+gaps to k is re thit. les ons or Ie arrE':: d ff̀  ramf tP- 

horizon ling st°s,r;ra and that past issues c' Li not be repeated. 

V e hove 'talked about $he °'ldcpae de e.t rF tie,v, ar;hic t .A Pr me 'I stc ` ra.ant aped c ,o,, pate of .,erg's o. 'vie are for kin oC thy; best 

e ay w=.a ata it, Th_ re .trill `be _r to the , ar,no lc =mc-it cs so-on as as bte in she er+ no  t tune, I ,nc;c that '•'ore. Members rant 

pp rogres biut I #•,.an to -'n^; ire thcI wn gu`.; it .gt' rc.ta .;.r than . asl: ng into tht: terms ofi ,Aer3nc . o Pal c`her d+ tar[ - , i ;var , torn e 

s=are, as ° so -1, a<Ath,:aut recd"rig anc' oar, ,out w _sh;nci n' hor'-  s it, that we ac"uo- y get someths:ig'tPal means something to the 

c -fecec oo =t:m:,stu°'s, 

share 

t1ar ,;s t ie t n c Car E e thine the most iE"t",pcnta nt th' i 3,.1 is; °ur fi les. vircar' gful a.'ari vk_-i- ' i.i t'c b,,. 'iv e.-rtire d1'', # r'i i 'rn tens -'u Gi" ad 

f i cEr'wurd rl h . t ;z, n +a , df!€''L'., zed rt t i e please ud;ete tt at: r, trot' P Y3r v.~ to ! ra ,~ , 

Paul Sculley > 

Sh aro 

Thaat s a' .lor r oe -C C i ; to<. (ping at _l e C asa::, a l wall ..roe€ efor a b , at Le t o re er ..;ler,a tz the Cr ...rt t Appe, l accordingly. That option 

r . nc<is a .asl. ihl,T, aye it  would not iii ;naalty I;e a=aaliable withouit° the C Ri'._ too eanr3 at those r._ases. 

I oo!k to, UO:a t_ speak':tg at tlae s tle..t C. rnrnitt'e 1.t'a "ing -,n o,, is duo to 'e I- ,Lo ,in 4 i .01 , ovirJ [a n1;:withston dug , 1 he 

v-" ii nt ea..tinje t o proat aivt:- y erualten" t st..tfftai 'I rev "or w a ;d >; r' - tsl'.=wn .zs r -`taS 9n`;hip'wit `! pt?stP? ast rs'sane', to 

c,'tiscr t at ni i of the set.;terner . Ora Mon y, mr 't  as .st _atf e's ,.hair o sd CEO toseek cos ura'cr;;' on '.he ,ti as suing Cei er°. 

A;or l sas. a y o..ior . Is, wi.: w <rk to make sure t at ,•ve r a  them f:Ead their 9 vernarce ; o c co int. 

it Cer,,5'n. 1 R! uL re „t,j over ounce, tl'?e t c;'t ofift ' L r large, 'eampiex and di ern Peai foss, s, it „< iiripks.rlunt Chat it is 0tt011r",- LVIS 

- or' err,o k lye >`d rn Lo Corr 1p+.'I.E; in, Cite what ..4tC,1, :~ng ijrke t i o prints' i@"4, it rllu"t;.; 1 —;{L`evei':; e ;accouit t>able fit, til ., att'var.lii ;YIL Fttia@.

I to s u vrkl ;la cieYa€ci. i tia.,i,ac; ECf r I 'JI$t I caII rff !IEI '  1a 'rats<.ttlarlri i c, .lie UUa.r, . sr,a it vAi €Fuss roar ti it' Putt Off ce

t,.;i;,'e' y m ar'our.. tiacat it. de ern tars, its ecurr rni tnner'Ia' ,u inip'.rUV r,r the otgc ui5't. onul :raic iunst"th-; v`d@".l'i past- w-,--tem, 

Karl Turner > 

Blare 

toiill the, 11iri ter gi-.e. vaaay? 

Paul Scully > 

Shoe 
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I •,viii not becaa e I an rvt:neiri out attir€"ie. tr s °"'la". tht Goserr?me nt hay to us me.whc aiisnis pi='bee to r'na vita n oversngh- at 

te P ast 'itf c.e, 'itch ee: a a rngu'..,rty reviewa:d. ' he_ re ' ga .ar iie tin ,s te:th is hie== ex ve ati - ei° :.and chv ir, >nd the 

Ltavernrient; ha ve i ;oras . the fi gc era of wiser r`ia€ahc'is rnr et..;pa sa r ak: sere t`bat, arr one of =er hies, _he act,ansa arising 

out s;x th lit go or 'ar be tra :ke_ , 1. Ovarnr rent .nveso anti, cvi t.f ., shore iii aer rep. ass=ns ve f'or #hc F3e„ar _ne t f E. sir -,ss, 

Enerwy c.rid iidi_atr.at t.ra ag °, c atic:ages tt a P ist )l -:e on atu Cc -pc 'itc go,err,anf..e avid sera g .» and c:a its stewo is ip s:=r 

flcar a,. an oter resurces :.;n t.,.hr<ff Ca sl rehold ?rs, as ,ve':. as Iaol ding a ! tan exeuC ae .air: on Po.`- . Ci" iae i_te  h aar: '. 

The Department also e d t  BLIS C'i,}_l., t1: ).€cy team ii  works C. at , staa?Lia i.~r~'C! Lu slats tl C,.sL r  Lu 

actio,umt ua *dic ul l vii. kAi P Iakatle ,z iiew t€si.awoa'k'!uavrro.,i thra riakes sure L,€at the r' ponsibik in uasotnil,abiiWeS a4 Lia. 

Pttst gait ,e, DLI' an U a ale_ . [y as ried, P`a w i pi,,fatisla t`iut "u a. i san visaon crr, n and tan ispaara;EL €rafu aio`iun-siaa ring 

ogre--'orris rrt bet;- es; LI u acairn :'rii an I s an' PWA a" an, 

n eel ̀ h.; r arfbars, In which has baa r rcfrrr .I t,:a, a,t the end ofthe rnontta sew and a' and the views of 

pa ia r t'i s E knnk r,' r:i to that . uric wilt betro ,k,aepy, l i~d ,prra a ritti,a highest levels of the to t toiico,. in a.,rteriy ministerial 

rneettirr,' an ,J 1'EC, Ct.r , €fe ac .rr;:r' a arrangements between Uie rariet a  al€ its as r:ns f nafU iodiscare kept under 

reg,a[;_sv ra-,rc,w. In th lacgh .ri,f at a^rit.; it the [post Office, the Go-vernment have considered and, ada' u  i A ttirsste 

arc da'p ra.°E ;Eat°w.. 

The a h: ho,a. tv caner or aav-H L.iarh orn tn i ker ch oa8t ti ? PrisL °'7F c • rit nt c.3t:. T ;is ain a privaA e p a',  trip; in :a:dun.,s 

and companies e r.@r bra r rw ,,iris pr, ec.a*r an. ..!'Foy _err' not ic to ? `-c the Po  i' i, buw a" an 'i@ irio ClArty to ,,sic='OSe 

materia rtoi-m;itec.I tlitet -fries to Bight that miaa'hi . e '' L  the softy iI' in, rra~ ari..a car" , . . tih . t ,2t i t  thtx;e ar.. .t , 7

obtta ,o take up> ,hr t i cfcirrnca ton .. 

I will trite t-:v tt rig It or Me nt-ar f,. r hf .art:% D hr n c,sth ours d to at out the Pa -,t ti to se. iou case av  t- or to Aih ,.h F..e 

referred, BE >i has p:es ed :too op ,m it on t: a issu ,s around p=aast prc er,.:t a 4;I p ;strriamars in pa 'a a r= via e the Pest 
Office's I an.~iin, of ;hat. in ?0t , a - d  ,-.app::orted the Sec ii .,ig: or edE:-tic-a s;:heE,e. The choir tarn 'ii' d ,.a t e r vEera a 20in  a, I_iiat v 

took aU ne tic;.atiaii f4 to tha facts .,o c,emir to tigf . ,TThe .:,asp 'ns.ti 0- ci - it .ias referredI It  N  C,'a,1i w' ate ,,a Corn Arkrut not 

r- ce`tiy on'rne uhseCt. anf cue= w..l r iniror cl;=se ,'. i'a t `, Rl an theer: iv € ;tins ".`cat hr, ;9a.:. hl; rnoer `;)r . aec a:~ Ie ; pc , 

Tyne Cer;tra' (C a C warat.1 tc. ea. about, there iS a meeting an 24 ,larch to consider these cas -, f' rth _ r. 

Tr c:a:,r,alc,Je; I r,ass>aantis i'h ,se .ild7; th--. ae ver am ant;?re ejor'tiinc:i hr d isa Lillie with post.- fives, .Li' °=cos. (3 `ce pc ,tmresters and 

a it. at_:ket'aH- rs to C 3iSC'e goat _he, c is foi`-;,w-`hr.; ugn on thy.: ies_sors ierarrl _.a r'arn thC, la flat an ::. d the votes t i  b _a taken 

ff, lia' an' th '"a tie is  i .ou'-: La- o at- srarir.p with Members c , son a;s pas' btt or ha rear vjiis of ?'ha° ,cv' 'w , n t ,e i'sue 

r, oar 'cc :f by the Pri tie '."'hr.isCc I ;vill .'at--a a nit cc far the right h -an. ; terabe to ° N',rth ')urban, but I thank ,a a past ~aa i" t- o"-' 

apt to i bt= the It jot 'n _and the,>e ot— to' It ,- vc ue that thi ay d ip p ova iriai or., exr. ~ptlons,t s - ,viice ts, ccs'an' an. .ies, pepir or

t Bainesses '•orc,s t'le s,W, ;1nd far .he:}' c{c`nt¢ bu- on ro this as ., ,n 'co  I ii "le nbe rs  d=ace, opjin ;,ar"-teir cointri,fye c ' to this 

a,cetien: de>sat .a a d tsar their int, rent in , he -'oat O ice. 

Share 

i Hwnk a_ti. hon. rirsad right i...;a, "sire atsers who took part: in the d_,asatu. t"caula i .vay ' h i p Eata thi , tf roister le

what Iu s civil se vCr:i:;s soy to Win, '' The .,b`urt case Ciao not resEait. in .r C; J.ia hensi1 e v'tde ass"'rt, He has `admitted that ti"ia `bar ii.t.,s 

Cases Ha .,tit %4 L,.ei,ic; iea..,ari ;a'ttle ay t ca  thUL did not come E,.for;; Lh%.e court, PI. s Lrpa tii r.rrL .1iii not eve a knot whait It 'i -or,a<= 

when we -coup it :ii i4 week. l vac, ,u  a ts.,na at C e.° ,era iae "a. cat month fora ,,daI,daa:: 0 r~.oLh. if' , ze iae to n ,tjust€cc, 3 ae heave to l:.eak: 

at giviri , thy- sat at. ra?a:un. i"r Tara per sut''un 5"u titu., . wF at  uk dhw ya  case t'or'or d. 

The atir v pcaeo-tuaaaty leer°t. l taays. been n i4ts:aistur, and it is a great sar'ivilege, but it is not about sitting •a hat P. ,oat Pench 

❑r carayial ,i flak'. r_ .f a,ay, it is about mci;.fr'g oa' difference. The Min; ;r.s:r leas an opportunity to mega a re v,a adiffea,s.n , as d iwt might a 

wrong. Ia .anriot starry on as his pre ca :ar.. hove done and i rani", the.,, truth. I z:hailer€ge him: be bras , rtr.ii„ r. Phaar.:,e r 't this 

right; It is in your hands. No anatter what ubrstraati•on he has froaia his oit,ciats, he should challenge them, 

f saline t,ara5ercd r1 din Macao'Nra. 9(,,)). 

UK ?art.oment 2024 
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