
POL00093755 
POL00093755 

Witness Statement 
(CJ Act 1967, s9, MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) 
and 5B, MC Rules 1981, r 70) 

Age if under 18 Over 18 (If over 18 insert'over 18') 

This statement (consisting of fifty five (55) pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have 
wilfully stated in it anything, which I know to be false or do not believe true. 
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Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 
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(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A (3)(a) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r 70) 

Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 

made arrangements to present to the Co-op bank on Wednesday 15th January 2003 for 

express clearance. 

Subsequently ' r'. '.y «. • - • • 
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5. Cheque No. 100156, dated 07.01.03 for an amount of £100,000.00 (MP/2) 

6. Cheque No. 100157, dated 07.01.03 for an amount of £84,332.18 (MP/2) 

7. Cheque No. 100159, dated 13.01.03 for an amount of £100,000.00 (NJWIS) 

8. Cheque No. 100160, dated 13.01.03 for an amount of £100,000.00 (NJWIS) 
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Each of the till rolls have now been examined to look for a number of areas as shown 

below:-
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of 4000 euros (under £5000 in value) so the normal published rate has been used for 

this transaction. 

The fourth column then shows the difference between what. G_RO._._._._._._.,' actually 

paid to the Post Office and what he should have paid using the correct exchange rates, 

IhIIH r • ii 14111 

Signature G Signature witnessed by M Bushell RO 
CS011A Version 3.0 11102 

14 



POL00093755 
POL00D93755 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 

(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r70) 

• - • • •. li • •• 

r f  •J s 1 •, , 

• lIFT iT I1T Ii 1ft1*I.fl[.J • -s - • -r s • 

• i ~1 111 • •• _•• r 

• • • - • - i. r - `• • . • - i - 

aid • •~ • a _ +1' Ili • ,_. - • 11111. •. s 

• however • -  el IS • • 

Signature G RO 
CS011A 

Signature witnessed by M Bushell 

Version 3.0 11102 

15 

~7p 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 

x 

01



POL00093755 
POL00093755

(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(e) and 5B, MC Rules 1981, r 70J 

Continuation of statement of MANlSH PATEL 

r' - •' - - • - • . • y • - • i 

• • is : s. I• •i -  • ~•'. r. . .•. 

-• - s r_ • i 1 ' • 

111 • .•• •• column ' •. .•i. 

I UT•Nt: • • • •- • ♦ 1 jSIulthWI.]IftW 1• 

•- •• • •• ! • • "' • 1 is i • : 1: i r ,: • 

r• •• • r • • - - • •• • • - • ' 

1 

Signature Signature witnessed by M Bushell GRO 
CS071A Version 3.0 11102 

16 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 

r ' 1 

(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(e) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r70) 

r f / r i~ + f' • ` 

ii1IiTsiiIsDZIIIOIiiFi1i' 1 Il[!III ' it. Fl 

• '• f. 1. •` • ;• • - f •- f Ii 

balance 1. • • '.. _ _ •. ::

Signature G RO 
CS011A _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.. 

Signature witnessed by 

17 

M Bushell 

Version 3.0 11102 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 

N 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 

(C)Act 1967, s9; MCAct 1980, ss 5A(3)(e) and 5B, MC Rules 1981, r70) 

Signature Signature witnessed by M Bushell G RO 
CS011A 

18 

Version 3.0 11102 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 

0 

M 



POL00093755 
POL00093755 

(CJ Act 1967, s9; MCAct 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) and 58, MC Rulas 1981, r70) 

• :.. a ee • f :.' • :::r b
een. . 

'ST!. r 
•..

, 

U 

centre and tell you what you should have left in way of both volume of currency and 
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(CJAct 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r70) 

Bureau de Change outlets in the Midlands area where, -- - GRO or his associates 

had sold large quantities of euros and converted the euros back into Sterling. The 

proceeds from these sales were in the majority of cases electronically transferred by 

Thomas Cook Retail Limited to ̀ ._  _._  _._ ciO._ _ _._ _ _._ -accounts, either his personal account 

or that of the Company, RPX Recycled Plastics Ltd. 

This schedule commences from 16.01.02 to 04.01.03 and was used by me to carry out 

further examination of documentation and the production of further schedules to 

illustrate various findings. - In due course I prepared my own version of this schedule, 

which I now produce at item number MP/80. The information provided by Mrs Pippa 

Barker, Thomas Cook Retail Limited Anti Money Laundering Compliance Officer in her 

two statements and the related evidence allowed me to compile the new up to date 

schedule. I was also able to include information from two further Bureau de Change 

outlets, First Choice Retail and MY Travel Financial Services who had both conducted 

transactions with; GRO on 71' January 2003; this information was gained via 

DC Andrew Wood of the Financial Investigation Unit attached to Staffordshire Police 

Headquarters. 

The new schedule, item number MP/80 detailed all transactions from 16.01.02 to 

07.01.03 which showed that; GRO or those acting on his behalf sold just over 

14 million euros (14,042,405.00) to a number of Bureau de Change outlets, mainly to 

the chain of Thomas Cook Retail outlets in and around the Birmingham area over that 

time period and that this equated to a little over 8 1/ 2 million pounds sterling 

(£8,598,889.69). The original schedule provided to me by H.M Customs & Excise now 

forms part of the unused material. 

Using the information contained on schedule MPI3 (Transactions extracted from Forde 

Moneychanger till rolls for Rugeley Post Office) and information from schedule MP180 
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Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 
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Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 
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Rugeley Post Office and later that day he sold 60,000 euros through Thomas Cook 
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(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) and 59, MC Rules 1981, r70) 

Continuation of statement of MANMSH PATEL 

Retail, a difference of 4,900 euros. On other occasions,; GRO ;sold more 
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Witness Statement 
(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r70) 

in relation to the three (3) bounced cheques he would have then submitted the single 

cheque for £278,181.82 to rectify the error. 

When I became aware of this explanation, I began to examine the Post Office 

documentation more closely as this meant that the single cheque for £278,181.82 

should not have formed any part of the accounts at Rugeley Post Office on Tuesday 

14th January 2003 and therefore there was an unidentified loss of £282,000.00 in the 

'AM' stock unit. 

Examination of the audit result and specifically exhibits KO/01 and DAE/05 show that 

the £282,000.00 difference in the 'AM' stock unit was in relation to a figure recorded in 

the AM stock unit for Foreign Currency. The 'AM' stock unit as agreed by Mr Page 

during interview was the main Post Office safe (two safes) located in Mr Page's office 

and would have contained various amounts of bulk cash and stock. When the auditor's 

examined these safes and verified their contents on 14th January 2003, they did not find 

£282,000.00 worth of foreign currency located in the 'AM' stock unit, indeed there was 

no foreign currency at all in the AM stock unit, the only foreign currency found at the 

Post Office that day was all contained within the Bureau de Change till insert. 

As the discrepancy in the AM stock unit related to foreign currency the auditors decided 

to electronically transfer that shortage to the Bureau till (BU stock unit) using the 

Horizon computer system, in order to keeps things neat, hence exhibit DAE/05 

The Bureau till (BU stock unit) had already shown a shortage as the five (5) cheques, 

exhibit NJW/5, had been seized from the till by the Police the day before. What wasn't 

known at the time is that the fifth cheque, the one for an amount of £278,181.82 had 

not been entered into the Forde Moneychanger or the Horizon system and was merely 

sitting in the bureau till awaiting the three bounced cheques and the error notice from 

Signature 
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(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC act 1980, ss 54(3)(o) and 59, MC Rules 1981, r 70) 

Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 

the Post Office accounting section in Chesterfield at which time it would have been 

brought to account as stated by Mr Page. 

The four (4) other cheques, which form part of exhibit, NJW/5 in total equate to 

£360,493.83 and were the four cheques used by GRO for the transaction 

conducted on Monday 13th January 2003 and had been entered into the Forde. 

Moneychanger. As a result taking the figure for the four cheques of £360,493.83 and 

adding to this the £282,000.00 of foreign currency said to be in the AM stock unit we 

obtain a- figure of £642,493.83, with other smaller discrepancies found in the accounts 

the final overall office shortage was £645,345.18. This figure is not based on taking the 

single £278,181.82 cheque into account, as it had not been entered into any of the. 

accounts at Rugeley Post Office, either on the Forde Moneychanger or the Horizon 

system. However at the time of the audit and possibly due to the similarities of the two 

amounts, £278,181.82 and £282,000.00, the two were linked and it was not realised at 

the time that there was in fact an actual shortage of the 'AM' stock unit of £282,000.00. 

As a result I began to examine the previous Cash accounts for Rugeley Post Office and 

the under copy Command 10 summary printouts. I obtained a number of weekly Cash 

accounts from Rugeley Post Office, and those that I could not recover from the Office 

itself, I obtained duplicate copies from the accounting section in Chesterfield. 

I now produce the following weekly cash account documents in relation to Rugeley Post 

Office. 

MP/7 Cash account for week 22 (w/e 28.08.02) — Office copy 

MP/10 Cash account for week 36 (w/e 04.12.02) — Office copy 

MP/12 Cash account for week 37 (w/e 11.12.02) —Office copy 

MP/14 Cash account for week 38 (w/e 18.12.02) —Office copy 
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Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 

MP146 Cash account for week 12 (w/e 19.06.02) — Office copy 

MP/47 Cash account for week 11 (w/e 12.00.02) — Chesterfield copy 

MP/46 Cash account for week 10 (w/e 05.05.02) — Chesterfield copy 
w ~. . ,. c. ♦ _ •. a . k, • 1 1 «. • •. ' 
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Witness Statement 
(CJAct 1967, s9; MCAct 1980, ss 5A(3)(o) and 58, MCRufos 1981, r70) 

This schedule commences in week number 36 (week ending 28.11.01) and finishes in 

week number 43 (w/e 22.01.03). From the office cash accounts in my possession I 

have extracted the declared Cash on Hand figure for each week (page 2, table 5 line 

50) and then also the declared Foreign Currency Sterling Equivalent figure for each 

week (page 2, table 5 line 52). I have then extracted the 'Cash Held' figure, which is in 

Sterling from the weekly Command 10 summaries either from those supplied to me by 

Chesterfield or from the under copies in my possession. 

Although this schedule commences in week 36 (w/e 28.11.01), 1 have not obtained the 

relevant figure until week 50 (w/e 06.03.02), which is when schedule MP/3, commences 

and is the period from which this enquiry commences. 

In week 50 (w/e 06.03.02), the office cash account states that there was £133,340.07 in 

sterling cash, physically on the premises at close of Business on Wednesday 06.03.02. 

It also states that there was £15,255.02 sterling equivalent of foreign Currency 

physically on the premises at close of Business on Wednesday 06.03.02. 

Examination of the relevant Forde Moneychanger Command 10 summary printout for 

• 
week 50, part of exhibit item number MEP/1, the 'Cash Held' figure also shows the 

sterling value of £15,255.02 as it should do and therefore there is no inflation of the 

amounts declared. 

Between week 50 (w/e 06.03.02) and week 12 (w/e19.06.02) the figures declared as 

Foreign Currency (sterling, value) on the cash account match those shown on the 

Command 10 summary printout apart from 3 of those weeks (weeks 51, 01 &10), in 

weeks 51 and 10 the difference (inflation) matches the declared revaluation figure on 

the appropriate Command 10 summaries and therefore it would appear that whoever 
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(GJAct 1967. s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(0) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r70) 
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Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 
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(CJ Act 1967, s9; MCAct 1980, ss 5A(3)(e) end 58, MC Rules 1981, r70) 

The Post Office at Rugeley used a number of Stock units, to identify them, for instance 

those used by the counter staff were given alphabeticalfnumerical letters to distinguish 

them, i.e. stock unit AA or 01 etc. As mentioned previously the Bureau till was labelled 

and identified as stock unit BU and Mr Page had his own stock unit labelled and 

identified as Stock unit AM. 

Once the Currency received from Hemel Hempstead had been keyed into the Forde 

Moneychanger, as clearly, it was being, as indicated on schedule MP/82, the value of 

the BU stock unit would increase by that amount 'booked' in. No other stock units 

would increase in value even if the euros themselves were placed in the main safe, AM 

stock unit. For the value to increase in the AM stock unit an operator would be required 

to manually key that value into the Horizon computer system and associated it with the 

AM stock unit. 

Since all of the currency being received from Hemel Hempstead was being correctly 

keyed into the Forde Moneychanger it could not be booked in under AM stock unit as 

well, Furthermore if an amount of currency had not been 'booked' into the Forde 

Moneychanger then the command 10 weekly summary could not illustrate correctly how 

much currency had been sold during the course of the week as the Forde 

Moneychanger would not be 'aware' of the existence of other currency held in the Post 

Office as it had not been 'booked' into the system. 

For instance in week 42 (week commencing 09.01.03), schedule MP182 shows that on 

Thursday 9(h January 2003 at 10:47 hours, 150,000 euros with a sterling value of 

£92,177.23 was 'booked' into the Forde Moneychanger. On the following day, Friday 

10th January 2003 at 14:46 hours a further 150,000 euros with a sterling value of 

£92,489.83 was 'booked' into the Forde Moneychanger. Then on Saturday 11th
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(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) and 5B, MC Rules 1981, r 70) 

Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 
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On Monday 139' January 2003, the day of._._._._._._._, GRO  _._-_-'arrest , Mr Page sold tc GRo 

GRO 1584,000 euros for which GRO I paid £360,493.83. 
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Witness Statement 
(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A (3)(a) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r 70) 

Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 

I recovered from the archived office files at Rugeley Post Office, certain documentation 

in relation to various cash account weeks and the Bureau (BU) stock unit and the AM 

stock unit, these were the only documents 1 could locate at the office in relation to the 

BU stock unit and the AM stock unit for the period in question. 

l now produce the following exhibits:-

MP/8 Horizon Office snapshot printout for week 22 (wle 28.08.02) showing a foreign

Currency sterling figure of £283,616.12 

MPl9 Horizon Bureau Stock final balance printout for week 22 showing a foreign 

Currency sterling figure of £95,616.12. 

MPf11 Horizon Office snapshot printout for AM Stock unit week 36 showing a foreign 

Currency sterling figure of £255,000.00. - 

MP113 Horizon Bureau Stock final balance printout for week 37 showing a foreign 

Currency sterling figure of £98,936.38. 

MPf15 Horizon Office final balance printout for AM Stock unit week 36 showing a 

Foreign currency sterling figure of £270,000.00 

MP117 Horizon Office final balance printout for AM Stock unit week 39 showing a 

Foreign currency sterling figure of £272,000.00 

MP/18 Horizon Bureau Stock final balance printout for week 39 showing a foreign 

Currency sterling figure of £15,775.05. 
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(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(a) and 58, MC Ru1os 1981, r 70) 

Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 
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(CJ Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A (3)(a) and 58, MC Rules 1981, r 70) 

• 

GRO ;after having being interviewed by Customs & Excise and whilst still in  

Police detention,; GRO 
-------------------------------------------------------------- -

GRo ;subsequently he was bailed GRo to return to Cannock police station 

on Monday 24th February 2003 at which time he was further bailed upon my instruction 
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_____'-

L ii I

t * •. - • I• • - - - cj s • • 

at 12:57 hours. 
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any further questions put to him. 
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(CI Act 1967, s9; MC Act 1980, ss 5A(3)(e) and 5B, MC Rufes 1981, r 70) 

Continuation of statement of MANISH PATEL 
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