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We’ve had 65 years of Labour
and the Conservatives: the
same parties taking turns and
making the same mistakes,
letting you down. It is time for

something different. It is time

for something better.

Qﬁm /Z'aul,

Elections that can really make a difference don’t come along very often.

But this is one of them.

This May, you have an opportunity to shape the future of our country for
the better. We've had 65 years of Labour and the Conservatives: the same
parties taking turns and making the same mistakes, letting you down. They
have taught people to expect little from politics, and get less.

It is time for something different. It is time for something better.

Doesn’t it make you angry that after 65 years of red-blue government, a
child’s chances in life are still more determined by their parents’ bank balance
than by their own hopes and dreams? Doesn’t it make you angry that the
banks have been allowed to ride roughshod over our economy, and are still
handing out bonuses by the bucket load? That politics is still the plaything

of wealthy donors and corrupt MPs? That despite endless warm words from
politicians, our climate is in danger? That the poorest are the ones who pay
the biggest chunk of their income in tax?
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' was brought up to believe that the way things are is not the way they have
to be. I was brought up to believe that you should fight for what you believe

in, and fight for change. So my message for you in this election is simple.

Don’t settle for low politics and broken promises: be more demanding.
Set your sights on the Britain you want for your children and your
grandchildren, and use your vote to make it happen.

Liberal Democrats are different. When it's come to the big decisions — on the
banks, on the environment, on the war in lragq — we are the only party that has
called it right, every time.

Only Liberal Democrats have the big ideas for fundamental, structural
changes in the way our country works to make it fair. Only Liberal Democrats
will shake up the tax system to put £700 back in the pockets of tens of
millions of low and middle-income families, paid for by ensuring the wealthy
pay their fair share. Only Liberal Democrats will break up the banks and start
Britain building things again, creating a sustainable economy that no longer
threatens our planet’s future. Only Liberal Democrats will invest in our schools
to give every child, no matter their background, a fair start in life. And only
Liberal Democrats will sort out our rotten political system once and for all.

A strong vote for the Liberal Democrats means the end of red-blue, blue-red
politics. It means the end of the stitch-up between the two old parties.
It means the beginning of real change that works for you.
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our first priorities:
4 steps to a fairer Britain

fair taxes

that put money back in your pocket

e The first £10,000 you earn tax-free; a tax cut of £700 for
most people

* 3.6 million low earners and pensioners freed from income
tax completely |

¢ Paid for in full by closing loopholes that unfairly benefit
the wealthy and polluters ‘
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introduction: our values

This election can be and must be a turning point for Britain. This must be

a moment of great change, so that we emerge from the recession as a fairer,
greener, stronger and more united society. To do that, we need to be clear
and honest about the failures that caused the problems we face, and set a
clear, hopeful course for a different, better future.

Britain is struggling to emerge from a long and difficult recession. Families

are finding it hard to make ends meet. Millions are unemployed, and millions
more have taken pay cuts or reduced hours to stay in their jobs. And there
are deeper problems too. Britain, for all its many strengths, is still too unequal
and unfair, a country where the circumstances of your birth and the income of
your parents still profoundly affect your chances in life. Our children’s future is
threatened by climate change, which we have done far too little to stop. And
the political system is in crisis.

Britain needs a fresh start. We need hope for a different, better future.

That is what this manifesto is all about. We believe that the future must be
built on a different foundation: fairness. We believe that there are systemic
failures that underlie every one of the major problems we face. And that gives
us the chance to reshape our country, fundamentally, for the better.

Fairness is an essential British value. It is at the centre of how the vast
majority of British people live their lives, but it has been forgotten by those at
the top. Instead, greed and self-interest have held sway over the government
and parts of the economy in recent decades. They have forgotten that growth
must be shared and sustainable if it is to last.

Our core aim is to hardwire fairness back into national life. That way
we can build a stronger society with growth that lasts, fairness and
opportunity for all.

our values
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bringing back fairness

At the root of Britain’s problems today is the failure to distribute power
fairly between people. Political power has been hoarded by politicians and
civil servants; economic power has been hoarded by big businesses. Both
kinds of power have been stripped from ordinary citizens, leaving us with a
fragile society marked by inequality, environmental degradation and boom-
bust economics. If government merely tinkers at the edges — the Labour
and Conservative approach — Britain’s problems will not be solved. We can
change this only with radical action.

The Liberal Democrat philosophy is built on a simple ambition: to distribute
power fairly among people. From that goal of fairness spring the four priorities
which form the backbone of this manifesto. Each will redistribute power of a
different kind, be it economic, social, political or financial. Each will change
Britain for the better.

Those four changes are spelt out in detail in this manifesto. They will make
Britain the fair country people want it to be. They are:

« Fair taxes that put money back in your pocket.

» A fair chance for every child.

»  Afair future, creating jobs by making Britain greener.
«  Afair deal for you from politicians.

our tax plan

We propose the most radical tax reform in a generation, cutting taxes for
rnillions paid for by closing loopholes at the top and increasing taxes on
polluting aviation. No tax system should try to create total equality of income
~ but it can and should help redistribute wealth and power, to alleviate the
worst excesses of inequality.

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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our schools plan change that works for you

We will give every child the fair start they deserve by providing cash to ‘ ) ‘ - ‘
d . / ‘ / - / pl . o e This manifesto Is not limited to these four structural changes. It is a full
reduce class sizes and increase one-to-one tuition. This is the best way to

‘ . ) programme for a Liberal Democrat government, setting out our approach
ensure, over the long term, that every child has opportunities, no matter their

to all public services, to fiscal discipline, and to Britain’s place in the

background, their home town or their parents’ bank balance. :
changing world.

our economic plan In formulating our policies we have been driven by our one abiding concern:

Our vision is of a very different economy, balanced and sustainable both fairness. We know these are difficult imes. But we also know there is a way

financially and environmentally. We will reduce the deficit, break up the banks, out, a way to build a fairer, greener and stronger future.

and ensure that Britain leads in developing the new green economy that the
d g ping g v It will take courage and commitment to make Britain truly fair for our children,

world needs. . ) .

and for the future. It will take an extraordinary government, different from

our plan for cleaning up politics every one that has come before. That is what the Liberal Democrats offer,

which no other party can at this election.
The final change is the one that makes the others possible: political reform.

The current system exists to block change. We will stamp out corruption and If you want real change, choose the Liberal Democrats.
abuse by giving people power to sack corrupt MPs, end big money politics,
and make sure those who seek to sit in Parliament pay full UK taxes. We will
reinvigorate our democracy by dispersing power, breaking open Westminster
and Whitehall and embracing fair votes for every level of election.

These four changes will transform Britain. They
are our core priorities. The stronger we are as a
party, the more power and influence we will have
to make them happen, to change our country for

the better. They are all essential to delivering real

change in Britain.

our values Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010




your money. Liberal
Democrats want to make
the tax and benefits system
fair, so that everyone, be
they young or old, can
afford to get by.

change that works for you
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fair taxes and fair benefits to help every family
get by

Liberal Democrats want to make the tax and benefits system fair, so that
everyone, be they young or old, can afford to get by. We have plans for the
rmost radical, far-reaching tax reforms in a generation.

These changes are desperately needed. Conservative and Labour
governments have changed Britain into one of the most unequal societies
in the developed world, where ordinary people struggle to make ends meet
while the richest benefit from tax breaks. The poorest fifth of the population
pay a higher proportion of their income in tax than the richest fifth.

We set out in this manifesto a clear plan to bring the budget back under
control, being honest about the tough choices we need to take. We will cut
taxes for millions of working people and pensioners , paid for by making
sure that the very wealthy pay their fair share and that polluting air travel is
properly taxed. We will boost the state pension by immediately restoring
the link with earnings growth.

tax fairness for everyone

Under a Liberal Democrat government, you will not have to pay any income
tax on the first £10,000 you earn. This will put £700 back into the pockets
of millions of people on low and middle incomes and free 3.6 million more
people on low incomes from having to pay any income tax at all. In this way,
we will help people who are struggling to make ends meet and provide an
incentive to work and save.

This change will be paid for by:

Gwmg tax reaheT on pemsmno on y at the; basl»s rat@, ﬁ-,o that averycne
gets the same tax relief on th r pens on conmbutxons .

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



é Taoklmg tay avosddnc,e and ev&smn, mnth new powers for HM
Revenue & Customs and alaw to ensure. prop@m@vs can't avo:d sstan'p
duty if they are pu‘c mto an oh‘shore krust

! imtroducmg a Manwn !’ax at a rate of 1 per cent on propeme worth
over £2 million, ‘)ald on the value of the prop@rty above that leve[ ‘

In addition we will reform the system of ‘non-domiciled’ status, allowing
people to hold such status for up to seven years; after that time they will
become subject to tax on all offshore income in the same way as domiciled
British citizens

dealing with the deficit

The health of the economy depends on the health of the country’s finances.
Public borrowing has reached unsustainable levels, and needs to be brought
under control to protect the country’s economic future.

A Liberal Democrat government will be straight with people about the tough
choices ahead. Not only must waste be eliminated, but we must also be bold
about finding big areas of spending that can be cut completely. That way we
can control borrowing, protect the services people rely on most and still find
some money to invest in building a fair future for everyone

Your money
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We have already identified over £15 billion of savings in government spending

per year, vastly in excess of the £5 billion per year that we have set aside

for additional spending commitments. All our spending commitments will be
funded from this pool of identified savings, with all remaining savings used to
reduce the deficit,

We must ensure the timing is right. If spending is cut too soon, it would
undermine the much-needed recovery and cost jobs. We will base the timing
of cuts on an objective assessment of economic conditions, not political
dogma. Our working assumption is that the economy will be in a stable
enough condition to bear cuts from the beginning of 2011-

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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Through making tough choices, as well as increasing efficiency and reducing can be used to pay down the deficit further. These will include:

bureaucracy across government, our savings will include:

RS

We will establish a Council on Financial Stability, involving representatives of
all parties, the Governor of the Bank of England and the Chair of the Financial
Services Authority. This group would agree the timeframe and scale of a
deficit reduction plan to set the framework (not the detail) for the CSR and
seek to promote it externally and domestically. Any agreement would be

without prejudice to parties retaining and advocating distinctive views on a

Further details of our savings, including a number of smaller savings wide range of issues (such as fair taxes and spending priorities).

items, can be found in the tables annexed to the chapter on Credible and

Responsible Finances on page 96. fairness in pensions, savings and benefits

In the longer term, as part of a Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR)
involving wide consultation, we will seek to identify additional savings which

your money

Labour has created a hugely complex and unfair benefits system, and it
needs to be reformed. Pensions and savings have been undermined.

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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We will make pensions and benefits fair and reward savers by:

your money Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



your job. Liberal
Democrats want to
build an economy that
IS based on Innovation
and sustainability, where
the infrastructure the
country needs is in
place for individuals and
businesses to thrive.

change that works for you
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opportunities for all in a fair, green economy

Liberal Democrats want to build an economy that is based on innovation
and sustainability, where the infrastructure the country needs is in place for
individuals and businesses to thrive. Our aim is to deliver growth that lasts
and is environmentally sustainable.

Decades of Labour and Conservative rule have created an unsustainable
economy, preoccupied with the artificial wealth of inflated property prices
rather than productive work and invention. They have been obsessed by the
‘Square Mile’ — the City of London — instead of supporting all 100,000 square
miles of Britain.

To boost the economy and create jobs for those who need them , we will
begin our term of office with a one-year economic stimulus and job creation
package. To sustain jobs and growth for the long term, we will set up an
Infrastructure Bank to direct private finance to essential projects such as
new rail services and green energy, building the environmentally sustainable
economy that is needed for the long term. And to ensure that the economy is
never again destabilised by high-risk financial industries, we will break up the
banks and build up diverse local and regional sources of business finance.

sustainable finance for business growth

We have all learned an important lesson from the credit crunch and the
recession: we cannot build an economy on financial gambling. Radical reform
of the financial infrastructure is needed to create and sustain jobs, and move
towards a sustainable and balanced economy where businesses in every
town, city and region can grow.

That starts with banking reform. Banks rmust be made to behave responsibly.
And we need to support and develop new ways of financing growing
businesses, with equity rather than debt, and without relying too heavily on

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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the financial centre of the City of London. More diverse sources of finance will the new green economy that the world needs. We recognise that strong
provide the funding needed to develop innovative new products and reverse businesses create and sustain jobs and a Liberal Democrat government
the decline in the UK’s manufacturing base. will support them in doing so.
In order to put the economy on a new footing, we will: Liberal Democrats will begin our term in office with a one-year job creation

and green economic stimulus package. We have identified £3.1 billion of
public spending that can be used to create 100,000 jobs. This programme
will be a first step towards our target for a zero-carbon Britain by 2050.

Qur green stimulus plan will create 100,000 jobs. It comprises:

creating jobs that last

The new economy must be very different from the old if it is to be sustainable,
not just financlally, but environmentally too. If we start now, Britain can lead

your job Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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We will also create hundreds of thousands of opportunities for young people
affected by the recession. A work placement scherme with up to 800,000

places will ensure that young people have the opportunity to gain skills,
qualifications and work experience even if they can’t find a job. Young people
on the scheme would be paid £55 a week for up to three months. We will
also fund 15,000 extra Foundation Degree places, fully meet the up-front
costs of adult apprenticeships, and increase the Adult Learning Grant to £45

a week for 18-24 year-olds in Further Education.

To help the transition to a green economy over the longer-term, we will set
up a United Kingdom Infrastructure Bank (UKIB) to attract private finance — enabling enterprise that benefits Britain

essential to delivering the much-needed expansion of Britain's transport and
Liberal Democrats believe in the value of entrepreneurship and enterprise,

energy infrastructure when public finances are tight. The UKIB will:

recognising that thriving businesses are vital to create the wealth this country

needs. We need to ensure a strong competitive environment by providing
a level playing field for all businesses, encouraging a diverse, sustainable
economy for the long term.

' Liberal Democrats will:

your job Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



WITN10610101
WITN10610101

° F‘%efokm business rates, creating é fairer system where rates are bas sed
- on site values rather than rental values and are the r@sponsxhahty of k
local authontla We wnl make smdil company. rczlmf Lzu omatic and
also gz‘ek to ensure that the burden is spread more e*quttably betweaen
: gmdll dnd large businesses.

@ {Reform R@qronal Developmont Agenc,sew (HDA&) to focus ¢ olely on
_ economic developmont removmg f;iuphoahon with other parts of
- govemmemt and allowing substantial budget reductions. We will gwe
; ﬁr@sporxstbd ty for economic de\/elopmm to local authontlos Where
existing RDAs have ¢ rong local support, they may. cormmua wnth
jrofac,uoed ‘economic development Ub}@(fﬂ\/eb Whe»r@ they do not, t hey :
‘ will be suapfaed and theur functmns tak@n over by local authOrmes.‘ -

e Ena&ur@ that takeover rules serve the UK ecoriomy. We will restor@ !
a public interest test so that a broader range of factors than just
comp&*‘tit‘ior‘x can be considered by regulators when takeovers are
- proposed and we will ensure that the outcome of ’rakeovcar bidsis
_ determined by the long-term shareholder base. We will reintroduce
the Operating and Financial Review, dropped in November 2005, to
ensure *that drr@umrs socialand envwor»memal dutses will have» tobe

cove,red in company reporting. . ) .
supporting mutuals, coeps and social enterprises

. k%pport publm mvestmen in the roil uut of supermst broadband ;
. targeted first at those arecﬁ Whl(}h are leadsl hkey m be provndod for o
. bythematket.

We believe that mutuals, co-operatives and social enterprises have an
important role to play in the creation of a more balanced and mixed economy.
Mutuals give people a proper stake in the places they work, spreading wealth
e e o - Colmama through society, and bringing innovative and imaginative business ideas to
. Keep the tax regime and allovvanceas that apply to 'th@ oil and gas i ‘
: bear on mesting local needs.
industry under review to secure the maximum long-term benefit 1o

the UK e:\conomy of the remaining North Sea reserves, : ‘ We will:

s Give financial regulators a clear objective of maintainirig & ¢

o lse the substantial purchasmg power of qcv@mm@nt to oxpand th@
k of providers in the financial services industry,

markets for gre(:an pmduc&s and tmchnotog;@s

versity
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creating a dynamic environment for science
and innovation We need to safeguard the future of the science and engineering workforce

o ) N and break the vicious cycle linking fewer University science, engineering and
Britain’s future depends on a vibrant research base and the ability of . ) o o )
' . , . maths applicants to fewer teachers with specialist qualifications. We will:
innovators to exploit the country’s intellectual capital to generate new home-

grown high tech industries.

Despite Government rhetoric, overall public funding of science in real terms is

no higher than it was two decades ago. Britain's Research and Development

spend as a proportion of GDP remains near the bottom of the G8. There is no Itis vital that policy, especially that relating to public health, criminal justice

room for complacency. and environmental protection, benefits from being based on the best available

evidence. We will:
in the current economic climate it is not possible to commit to growth in

spending, but Liberal Democrats recognise the importance of science
investment to the recovery and to the reshaping of the economy, making it
less reliant on the City of London and creating new green industries instead.
We will:

your job Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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fair treatment at work for everyone

Liberal Democrats want to build a society where everyone has the
opportunity to get on in life. Most businesses do a great job of supporting
their employees, but there is more to do to tackle discrimination on the
grounds of gender, sexuality, age, race, religion or disability. We want to give
employees fair opportunities to make the best use of their talents, and greater
control over their working lives and conditions.

Women are still paid less than men. It can be hard to juggle work and family
life. People from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities are still more
likely to suffer discrimination. And there are far too many barriers to work for
people with disabilities.

We will change this by:

Our policies on secure and sustainable energy are set out in the

Your World chapter.

your job Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



your life. Liberal
Democrats believe In
investing in and improving
the quality of our public
services. They are the
cornerstone of a fair society,
opening up opportunities

and providing support and
nelp when needed.

change that works for you
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a fair deal and the help you need from public
services

Liberal Democrats believe in investing in and improving the quality of
our public services. They are the cornerstone of a fair society, opening
up opportunities and providing support and help when needed.

Despite increased investment, there are still problems. Too many children
leave school without the knowledge and skills to be successful. The NHS
often feels too remote and complex for patients to handle, while doctors

and nurses spend too much time trying to meet government targets. And
inequality is rife: in Britain today your chances in life are more determined
by your parents’ income than anywhere else in the developed world.

We will provide a fair start for all children by giving schools the extra
money they need to cut class sizes and provide additional one-to-one
teaching, and by setting schools free to give all children the best possible
education. We will scrap unfair university tuition fees so everyone has the
chance to get a degree, regardless of their parents’ income. We will help
the NHS work better with the money it has by using the savings we have
found to protect frontline services , such as cancer treatment, mental
health care, maternity services, dementia care and preventive medicine.

the best chance for every child

Liberal Democrats want every child to receive an excellent education, to
unlock children’s potential and to ensure that they can succeed in life.

Too many children are still leaving school without the knowledge and skills
to be successful. And your family background still has a huge effect: a
typical child from a poor farily will fall behind a richer classmate by the age
of seven and never catch up. We will seek to ensure that all pupils leaving
primary and secondary education have the skills they need.

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



We will free schools from the present stranglehold of central government
control and encourage them to be genuinely innovative.

We will invest additional money in the schools system to allow schools to
cut class sizes, pay for one-to-one tuition, introduce catch-up classes, or
take other steps to ensure that every child has the best possible education.

We will therefore ensure that every neighbourhood is served by an excellent
local school or college.

We will:

your life
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a better education: standards and the curriculum

To make the most of their years at school, every child needs an education
tailored to suit their abilities and interests. The restrictive National Curriculum
and the arbitrary split between academic and vocational qualifications

isn’t working.

We will:

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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freeing schools for excellence

Liberal Democrats want an education system where all schools will have
the freedom to innovate, not be dictated to by central government.

We will:

your life Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



e Reform the existing rigid national pay and conditions rules to give
~schools and colleges more freedom, including in offering ﬁnanoiéﬂ
and other incentives to attract and retain excellent te;acfwéars, while

. ensuring tha‘t all staff receive the‘miﬁimum mational pay awardu .

opportunities at college and university

There should be a wide range of opportunities for everyone at the age of 16.
Liberal Democrats believe that education is important for all young people,
and will create, finally, a level playing field between academic and vocational

@ your life
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courses. And we will ensure that adults who wish to study, including those
wanting to return to education later on in life, are able to do so without being
put off by the burden of debt. We will:

® Scrap unfair univers ,aty tumon fees for all Otudentt taking their first
degree, including those studying part-time, saving them over £10,000
each. We have a financially: responsible plan to phase fecs out over
six years, 8o that the change is affordable even in these difficult
economic times, and without cumng U[U\/@Mlty income. We vwll
 Immediately scrap fees for final year @tud@ntﬁ

* Reform current bursary schemes to create a National Bursary Scheme
for students, so that each university gets a l:uur%ar'ykbudget suited to
_lhe needs of its students. These bursaries would be awarded both

on the t:za*;xs of studymg strategic subjects (%uah as sciences and o
__mathematics) and financial hdrdshlp ‘

° Pevplacew wasteful quangos (the kallls Fundmg Ag(,ncy and the Higher
Education Funding Councill for England) with a smgle Council for Adult
Skills and ngh@r Educ“anom ‘ ‘

®  Scrap the arbi"r‘ary"[‘arqeat Qf 50 per cent of young people attending
_ university, focussing effort mo‘cead orl a balance of c:oll@g@ education,
. vocational training and arﬁprenhceahips ‘ .

e Start discussions with universities and schiools about the design of
_a trial scheme whereby the best students from the lowest achieving
schools are guaranteed a place in Higher Education.

s As part of our immediate job creation package, fund 15,000 new
places on Foundation Degree courses and fully fund the ofi-the-job
5 costs of adult apprenticeships, which c;ur‘réntly have 10 be met by‘
_ employers, for one year. - . -
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protecting and improving our NHS

We are proud of the NHS — it’s built on the basic British principle of fairness.
Liberal Democrats believe that we can improve the NHS; in fact, we believe
it's our duty to do so at a time like this when budgets are tight. We all know
that too much precious NHS money is wasted on bureaucracy, and doctors
and nurses spend too much time trying to meet government targets.

So our first priority is to increase spending in some parts of the NHS by cutting
waste in others. We have identified specific savings that can be made in
mianagement costs, bureaucracy and guangos, and we will reinvest that money
back into the health care you need. Because of the rising costs of treatments
and an ageing population, there will be particular pressure on services like
cancer treatment, mental health care, maternity services, and dementia

care; only by going through this process of finding savings elsewhere can we
protect these services in the coming years. The NHS is a huge system, and
we will make changes to ensure it works as effectively as possible.

We will:

your life

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010
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more control over the health care you need

Liberal Democrats believe that one important way to improve the NHS is to
make care flexible, designed to suit what patients need, not what managers
want. And we believe that care would improve if local people had more
control over how their health services were run.

The NHS often feels too remote and complex. Local services — especially
maternity wards and accident and emergency departments — keep being
closed, even though local people desperately want them to stay open. People
often struggle to get convenient access to GP services, and poorer areas are
less well served by the NHS, contributing to widening health inequalities.

We will change this by:

your life
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quality care for all patients

We all need to be assured that, if we become unwell, the care we get will

be of good quality. Most of all, we need to be confident that our safety comes
first, and that the treatment we get doesn’t put us in more danger. We will
introduce a series of reforms to improve patient safety.

Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



We will:

‘ o Fiequsre hospltals io be opeﬂ about mlsiakes cmd alw Vi fell pé’c‘iéﬁ%s:“

f]f som mhmg has gorve wrcmg

Clamp down on anyone who 15 aggressuve or a ’ ‘”‘IV@ to smﬁ m :
_arofdent and emergeney departmenta We Would ermcourage be’fter i
; vvorklng relatxon hlp be een haspitals and the loccai pohc@ to

provnd& an m(,reased pohce prosence at tnmes of * gh nsk“ and

> mcrea e prosec,unons; At Ihe )ame tnme, vve wnl msuwA Tth probiem ‘
- ’drmkezrs or substance cabusears are referred for appropnate* treatment.

It is deeply disappointing that the Government has failed to provide adequate
support for those affected by the contamination of blood products with HIV.

A Liberal Democrat government will establish a working group involving patient
groups to determine appropriate levels of financial assistance

access to culture and sport

Liberal Democrats believe that the arts are a central part of civic and
community life. They contribute to innovation, education, diversity, and social
inclusion, and the creative industries are one of the fastest growing sectors
of the economy. Britain’s culture and heritage play a vital role in attracting
visitors to the UK and boosting the very important tourism industry. We will
foster an environment in which all forms of creativity are able to flourish.

We are proud that Britain is hosting the Olympic and Paralympic Games
in 2012, and we support bids for other high-profile events such as the 2018
World Cup — but we believe that grassroots sport is just as important. We

your life
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will give people from all backgrounds and generations the opportunity to
participate in sports.

Liberal Democrats will:

S Maunta:n free entry to natlonal museuma and gal ene: and open up = ;
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A strong and diverse media, free from government interference and pressure
is essential to a free and democratic society. We will:

your life
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your family. In Britain
today, families come in all
shapes and sizes. Liberal
Democrats believe every
family should get the
support it needs to thrive.

change that works for you
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a fair deal for families of every shape and size

In Britain today, families come in all shapes and sizes. Liberal Democrats
believe every family should get the support it needs to thrive, from help
with childcare through to better support for carers and elderly parents.

Liberal Democrats will improve life for your family. On top of our tax cuts to
put £700 in the pockets of millions of low and middle-income earners, we
will allow mums and dads to share parental leave between them so they
can arrange family life in the way that suits them best. We will provide better
support for children at risk and young adults to help them thrive. We will
restore the earnings link for pensions, and offer respite breaks for carers .
And we will protect families from unfair bills .

help for families - right from the start

The first weeks, months and years after a child is born are enormously
important, but the support arrangements are simply too inflexible at the
moment. When a baby is born, the mother gets a year's leave and the father
gets just two weeks, meaning the mother has to take the lion’s share of the
responsibility, even if their partner would rather share things more equally.

Liberal Democrats will:
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e ENPRING | VR . . RN L

» Seek to extend the period of shared paren’aal leave up o 18 m omho
\when resources and economic circumstanices allow. :

o Support efforts by childeare providers to encourage more men to
“work in this hugely important and undervalued profession.

e  Extend the right to request flexible working to all Gﬂﬂploy@esyfmaking
it easier for grandparents, for example, to take a caring role. .

helping families stay strong

Every child deserves a happy life free from poverty and free from fear.
Children face too many difficulties in today’s Britain; the Government is going
to fall far short of its target to cut child poverty, and young people have been
demonised by a generation of politicians more interested in sounding tough
than in offering help. Children are also the main victims of family breakdown.

Liberal Democrats will:

. Maintain the commitroent to end child poverty in the UK by 2020,

_»Incorporate the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into UK law,
- ending the detention of children for immigration purposes

e Enhance child protection. We will enforce the publication of an - L o Tackle online bullyir g by backing quick-report xuttom on social

anonymised version of Sericus Case Reviews to ensure that lessons o networkmg sites, eriabhng offensive pos tmg% to be %peﬁedny removed,

are learned. ;
o \atrengthen the Youth Service by making it a statutory service; and by

 ? Sumpof‘t the kc)bjécﬂve‘d% at least a 70 per cent ‘reduc“!iidnkin chid - encouraging local authorities to provide youth services in parmershup; :
maltreatrnent by 2080, promoted by the WAVE trust. S ‘ ? wrth young people and the voluntary sector.
o Help protect children and young people:from developing negative L o&‘t the minimum wage at 1h€~ same level fo all workers over 16
- body images by regulating airbrushing in aclverts. : ‘ (exc,ep for those on apprenticeships). L - -

your family Liberal Democrat Manifesto 2010



WITN10610101
WITN10610101

digmty and s;ecurity in later er’, There is a further, serious, long-term crisis facing older people: the
sustainability of the systems for providing long-term care. It is unacceptable

The way older people are treated is the mark of a fair society. Older people that this challenge has been treated as a political football. A Liberal Democrat

have worked hard and contributed to society for decades; they deserve a Government would immediately establish an independent commission to

fair deal. Liberal Democrats will increase the inadequate basic state pension develop future proposals for long-term care that will attract all-party support

and ensure fair treatment for everyone from government, public services and and so be sustainable. We believe that the eventual solution must be based

business alike. on the principles of faimess, affordability and sustainability.

That is why Liberal Democrats will:
a fair deal for consumers

While open markets usually deliver opportunity and prosperity, sometimes
rmarkets fail and consumers are badly treated by big business. The banks
have exploited their position of power to impose unfair charges. Energy bills
are far too expensive for many people, and suppliers have not done enough
to protect those who cannot afford to keep warm.

We will;
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enhanced protection for animals

Liberal Democrats believe that ownership and use of anirmals is a
responsibility that should not be abused,

We will:
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your world. Britain must
work together with our partners
abroad If we are to have the
best hope of meeting the
challenges the world faces.
We believe in freedom, justice,
prosperity and human rights
for all and will do all we can to
work towards a world where
these hopes become reality.
Above all, climate change is
the greatest challenge facing
this generation.

change that works for you
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securing Britain’s future with global action

Liberal Democrats believe that Britain must work together with its partners
abroad if we are to have the best hope of meeting the challenges the world
faces. We believe in freedom, justice, prosperity and human rights for all and
will do all we can to work towards a world where these hopes become reality.

Never has there been such a need for global action. There are only a few
years to take action to stop runaway climate change. The global recession
proved the need for better international regulation of the financial markets.
New security threats are emerging, for which Britain's armed forces are
not yet fully equipped, whilst terrorists and organised criminals exploit
international networks. The challenge of tackling global poverty remains,
with the Millennium Development Goals still far from being achieved. And
the battle for human rights remains to be fought in many countries.

Liberal Democrats will work through the European Union to deliver a global
deal on climate change. We will transform the armed forces, meeting the
nation’s obligations under the military covenant, and conducting a full
defence review to ensure they are equipped for modern threats. We will
push for better global financial regulation. We will strive for global nuclear
disarmament, showing leadership by committing not to replace the Trident
nuclear weapons system on a like-for-like basis. We will meet the UK’s
obligations to the developing world by committing to spending 0.7 per cent
of GNI on aid. And we will put Britain at the heart of Europe, to ensure we
use our influence to achieve prosperity, security and opportunity for Britain.

tackling climate change

Climate change is the greatest challenge facing this generation. Liberal
Dermocrats are unwavering in our commitment: runaway climate change
must be stopped, and politicians must follow the science in order to make
that happen.
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We will set a target for a zero-carbon Britain that doesn’t contribute at all to
global warming — making the British economy carbon-neutral overall by 2050,
reducing carbon emissions in the UK by over 40 per cent of 1990 levels by
2020 as a step on the way.

Our response to climate change will give the British people more secure
energy supplies, reduce air pollution and related health costs — and create
thousands of new jobs.

Liberal Democrats will:

your world
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leading the fight against climate change

Liberal Democrats are committed to securing a legally binding global
agreement on limiting the increase in global temperatures to below 1.7
degrees Celsius. We believe that such an agreement must be based

on reducing emissions overall, while equalising emissions between the
developed and developing worlds — the principle of contraction and
convergence. Strong and credible EU ambition, with effective UK leadership,
are essential for achieving a global agreement, so that total greenhouse
gas emissions peak no later than 2015. Liberal Democrats will work within
Europe and internationally to give renewed urgency to global efforts to
combat climate change.

We will press the EU to:

your world
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At the UN level, we will support the provision of UN Adaptation Funds for
developing countries, financed from international emissions markets, such as
a cap-and-trade system for international emissions from aviation and shipping.

protecting the global environment

Humans are living beyond the ability of the planet to support life; more than
60 per cent of the basic ecosystems that support life on Earth are being
degraded or used unsustainably. Co-ordinated international action and
effective global institutions are necessary to help create a sustainable future
and improve the quality of life of all the world’s citizens.

Liberal Democrats will:
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meeting Britain’s obligations to the developing
world

Liberal Democrats are cormmmitted to working towards a world free from
poverty, inequality and injustice and meeting the Millennium Development
Goals is a vital first step. But beyond this we will also ensure that action is
taken to allow developing nations to grow and to prevent them suffering
unfairly the effects of climate change inflicted by developed countries.

Liberal Democrats will:

equipping Britain’s armed forces for the
21st century

Modern armed forces face a series of complex challenges. Alongside
fighting conventional wars, they seek to protect us from the threats of
terrorism, maintain the peace, undertake conflict prevention and help
facilitate development in poorer nations.

The world has changed enormously since the end of the Cold War. New
threats are emerging and yet Britain’s armed forces remain largely equipped
to fight the old ones. The lraq War, and allegations over British complicity

in torture and in secret ‘rendition’ flights of terrorist suspects, highlight the

dangers of a subservient relationship with the United States that neglects
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The threats of tomorrow are likely to be driven by failed states, mass
migration, climate change and regional instability. So we will ensure that
taxpayers’ money is spent more effectively on equipping the forces for
the tasks of the future, not old Cold War threats. We will:

o Hold an immediate Strategic Security and Defence Review (SSDR)
to ensure that Britain deploys its resources to face the most serious
threats to its citizens! security and well-being; including non-military
challenges such as climate change,

your world
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o \With strong Trea
procurement proj

ry involvement, review all major defence

623

cts through the SSDR to ensure money is being
_ spent effectively. We will not purchase tranche 3B of the Eurofighter.

*  Rule out the like-for-like replacement of the Trident nuclear weapons
system. At a cost of £100 billion over a lifetime it is unaffordable, and
Britain’s security would be better served by alternatives. We support
multilateral nuclear disarmament and will ensure that the UK plays a

proactive role in the ams reduction talks starting later this year.

o Reinvigorate Franco-British and wider European defence co-operation
1o ensure procurement costs are kept low.

a fair deal for our service personnel

The brave men and women of Britain’s armed forces are the most precious
military asset we have. They must be treated fairly, with pay and conditions
that reflect their outstanding commitment to this country, and properly valued
and supported after they leave the services.

Liberal Democrats will put the forces’ welfare fi rst. We will:

~e = Give a pay rise to the lower ranks so that their pay is brought into line
with the starting salary of their emergency services counterparts.

» Double the rate of modernisation of forces! family homes to ensure
they are fit for heroes.

While it is necessary to find resources to support the troops properly, at the
same time fairness requires that we make savings where possible within the
defence budget as a whole. We will reduce the number of civilian staff in the

Ministry of Defence and reduce numbers of top brass officers.
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putting Britain at the heart of Europe

Liberal Democrats believe that European co-operation is the best way for

Britain to be strong, safe and influential in the future. We will ensure that The European Union has evolved significantly since the last public vote
Britain maximises its influence through a strong and positive commitment. on membership over thirty years ago. Liberal Democrats therefore rernain

X ) : , committed to an in/out referendum the next time a British government signs
But just because Europe is essential, that doesn’'t mean the European ) ’ . ‘
L . . . ‘ . up for fundamental change in the relationship between the UK and the EU.
Union is perfect. We will continue to campaign for improved accountability,

efficiency and effectiveness. Working together, the member states of the We believe that it is in Britain’s long-term interest to be part of the euro.
EU have a better chance of managing the impacts of globalisation, such But Britain should only join when the economic conditions are right, and in
as cross-border crime and environmental pollution. the present economic situation, they are not. Britain should join the euro only

if that decision were supported by the people of Britain in a referendum.

Liberal Democrats will:

standing up for liberal values around the world

Liberal Democrats will put British values of fairness and the rule of law

back at the heart of our foreign policy. British people used to be proud of
what our country stood for. But Britain’s reputation has been damaged by
unscrupulous arms deals with dictators, allegations of involvement in torture,
and of course the disastrous and illegal invasion of Irag. We will also give
greater support to conflict prevention — which saves money and saves lives.

We will:
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your community. Liberal
Democrats believe in strong
communities, where local
people can come together
to meet local needs, enjoy a
oleasant local environment,
and feel free from the threat
of crime.

change that works for you
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rebuilding security, opportunity, homes and hope

Liberal Democrats believe in strong communities, where local people can
come together to meet local needs, enjoy a pleasant local environment, and
feel free from the threat of crime. We want every community to be safe and
fair, and offer opportunities to people of every background.

Under Labour and Conservative rule, communities have been let down.
Governments have talked tough on crime but failed to take effective action.
Lack of affordable housing has driven many young people out of the
communities where they were born. Public transport is expensive when it is
there at all. Key local services like the Post Office have declined dramatically.

Liberal Democrats will put thousands more police on the beat and make
them work more effectively to cut crime. We value Britain's open, welcoming
character, and will protect it by changing the immigration system to make it
firm and fair so that people can once again put their faith in it. We will invest
in public transport and cut rail fares, as well as providing more affordable
homes and protecting people from unfair repossessions. We will keep post
offices open, and will protect and restore the natural environment .

cutting crime with more and better police

We will focus on what works to cut crime. We will support more positive
activities for young people to stop them getting involved in a life of crime.
Labour and the Conservatives posture on penalties, which do not deter
criminals. What does deter them is increasing the chances of being caught.
That is why more police are needed on the streets — to provide a longer arm
for the law. And we need to help the police to be more effective at catching
criminals, spend less time on bureaucracy and more time preventing crime,
reassuring the public and helping keep everyone safe.
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Liberal Democrats will: We will:
* Pay for 3,000 more police on the beat, affordable because we are e Make hospitals share non-confidential information with the police
cutting other spending, such as scrapping pointless ID cards. 5o they know where gun and knife crime is happening and can target

stop-and-search in gun and knife crirne hot spots.

ﬂ(ﬁ&/@ét poli
od on t

tio

» Give local people a real say over their police force through the direct

election of police authorities. Authorities would still be able to co-opt L
extra members 1o ensure diversity, experience and expertise, o Require better recording of hate crimes against disabled, homosexual

and transgender people, which are frequently not centrally recorded.

d police ties, includir

Cibﬂnata le

il
determine |

gels.

e Strengthen the Youth Service by miaking it a statutory gervice, and

er

=

ourage local authotities 1o provide youth services il partnership

ith young people and the voluntary sector,

emr}w;j the
oriditions fc

review of the

8 pl;tﬁy nert,

» Turn the National Policing Improvement Agency into a National Crime

Reduction Agency with a wider remit to test what policing technigues

d sentences work and spread best practice across police senvices

o

and the criminal justice system.

practical steps to make you safer

We will do all we can to prevent crime with practical measures that we know

will make a difference and keep people safe.
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making the justice system work to rehabilitate
criminals and reduce crime

Liberal Democrats believe that once a criminal has been caught, it is vital that firm but fair immi grati on system
the punishment they are given helps to turn them away from crime, and set
them back on the straight and narrow. Britain has always been an open, welcoming country, and thousands of

businesses, schools and hospitals in many parts of the country rely on people

Too many politicians have talked tough, meting out ever-longer prison
who've come to live here from overseas. It would be wrong to try and end

sentences, but doing far too little to tackle reoffending and to stop crime

happening in the first place. As a result, the government is spending more immigration completely but we have to manage migration so that it benefits

. ' Britain and is fair for everyone.
and more on prisons, but those released from them are as likely as ever to ¥

commit more crimes. We will: The immigration system is in chaos after decades of incompetent
rmanagement. The Government has failed to plan properly for new migrants,
making it harder for people to integrate. No-one has any idea how many
people are here illegally, and there aren’t even exit checks at all ports and
airports to ensure that people here on temporary visas go home on tirme.

We will create a fair system that works and promotes integration. We will:
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better and more affordable homes

a safe haven for those ﬂeemg persecutlon In a fair society, everyone should have the right to a decent home, but this
is not the reality of Britain today. There should be quality social and private

Britain has a responsibility to welcome refugees fleeing wars and persecution ) . )
P y 9 9 P rented housing available for those who need or choose it. And it should be

around the world. Liberal Democrats will abide by Britain’s international ) ) ) "
easy to keep your home warm without harming the environment; British

obligations and restore confidence in the asylum system by making it firm ) L
9 / v v 9 houses are frequently poorly insulated, wasting money and contributing to

and fair. ‘
global warming.

We will: Liberal Democrats will:
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public transport you can rely on

Britain needs a well-run, efficient transport system. Public transport is an
important part of a fair society and the best way to cut carbon emissions
from transport without trying to limit people’s opportunities to travel,

We want to improve the experience for the traveller and cut carbon
emissions. We will:

The emissions from rising aviation are a serious problem in the fight against
climate change. But in some more remote parts of the country, flights are
a vital lifeline, and aviation is important for the economy as a whole. Liberal
Democrats believe that we should do all we can to ensure people use
alternatives where that makes sense.

' restricting aviation growth
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a green and pleasant land

The beauty of Britain’s natural landscape is vital to the quality of life of

those who live there and to visitors. Liberal Democrats will change the way
the environment is protected so everyone has fair access to clean water,
clean air, and open spaces. We're the only party that takes seriously the
responsibility of protecting our natural inheritance and ensuring access for all,

Liberal Democrats will:

a fair deal for motorists

Our planned expansion of public transport will provide much-needed
alternatives to private cars, and cut carbon emissions. However, in many
places there will always be a need for car travel, so we need to ensure that
it is as environmentally friendly as possible. We will:
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manage water for everyone

Britain has real problems in managing its scarce water resources. Some
people face devastating floods, while others have drought conditions most
summers. We will:

a fair deal for the countryside

Liberal Democrats are proud that we represent a large part of rural Britain.
We believe a fair society is one where people can afford to work and live in
the countryside with accessible public services.

Liberal Democrats will:

Your community
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fair trade for British farmers

Itis important to Britain's future security that the country has a sustainable
farming industry. We will build on that strength and ensure that farmers get
the fair deal they deserve, are able to earn a living wage and also help to
protect our natural environment and heritage.

Liberal Democrats will:
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Liberal Democrats will support the voluntary sector by:

supporting the voluntary sector

As Liberal Democrats, we are committed to handing power back to local
communities. We believe that society is strengthened by communities
coming together and engaging in voluntary activity, which sets people and
neighbourhoods free to tackle local problems.
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y@ur saym Liberal fair and local politics, protecting your freedom

Liberal Democrats are the only party which believes in radical political reform

De m@cra’ts are 'the On |y to reinvent the way our country is run and put power back where it belongs:

into the hands of people. We want to see a fair and open political system,

| ! | with power devolved to all the nations, communities, neighbourhoods and
party that believes in radical
pO| i‘ti Cal refo rm 'to re i n\/e n't As the expenses scandal showed, the political system is rotten. Hundreds of

MPs have safe seats where they can ignore their constituents. Party funding
rules mean big donors have huge influence. Power has been concentrated

the Way OU r COU ntry IS ru n in Westminster and Whitehall by a succession of governments. And Britain’s
hard-won civil liberties have been eaten away.

and put power back where

1 . ! should be in the hands of people, not politicians. We will give people a real

It be I O ﬂ g S ' I nto -th e h and S say in who governs the country by introducing fair votes. We will stop

big donations and give people the power to sack corrupt MPs. We will

Of peO p | e \ increase the powers of the Welsh Assembly and Scottish Parliament. We
will cut back central government and all the stifling targets that it sets and

Liberal Democrats will do things differently, because we believe that power

make sure local taxes are spent locally. And we will introduce a Freedom
Bill to restore the civil liberties that are so precious to the British character.

fairer politics

Liberal Democrats will transform politics. We want people to be empowered,
knowing the chance to change things in their neighbourhood or in the country
as a whole is in their hands.

Liberal Democrats will:

° Change:poli’ticgand abolish safe seats by inircxdudr@ a fair. more

change that works for you
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cleaner politics

There has been much talk of political reform from the other two parties, but
nothing has happened. They have worked together to block reform, even
voting against a proposal to give people the right to sack corrupt MPs.
Dependent on money from the unions and big business, they have blocked
changes to party funding. And determined to protect the secrecy of the
House of Commons, they had to be pushed into revealing the details of MPs’
expenses in the first place. Only Liberal Democrats are able to break open

this systern and deliver real change.

We will:
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more power for local people

Liberal Democrats believe local people know best about how things should
be dorne in their area. We will radically decentralise politics so that local
people have the powers and the funding to deliver what they want for their

communities.

Liberal Democrats will:

o

s Make local government more accountable and responsive to local

people by introducing fair s for local elections in

o Beturn business rates to councils and base them on site values, as a

first step towards the radical decentralisation of taxation and spending

owers 1o local people.

»  CGive people a say in policing and the NHS with elected police

authorities and health boards.

your say
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revenue to Scotland from the reserves of Registers of Scotland and
from Scottish money paid to OFGEM under the Fossil Fuel Levy as one-
off payments in the 2011 budget and give control of future revenues to
the Scottish Government. This will likely lead to an increase in revenue
for Scotland of around £250 million in 2011-12.

a federal Britain restoring your freedoms

Liberal Democrats have always led arguments for the decentralisation of Liberal Democrats believe it is an individual's right to live their lives as they
political power within a federal Britain. While we welcome the progress that see fit, without discrimination, with personal privacy, and with equal rights
has been made, the job is still far from finished. before the law.

Liberal Democrats will: Decades of Labour and Conservative rule have overthrown some of the basic

principles of British justice and turned Britain into a surveillance state.

Liberal Democrats will protect and restore your freedoms. We will:

Tensions between Labour and the SNP have undermined the devolved
settlement in Scotland. This has led to unjustified and unnecessary financial

disputes which have locked up money due to Scotland. We will restore
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We believe that the best way to combat terrorism is to prosecute
terrorists, not give away hardwon British freedoms. That is why we will:

your say
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credible and responsible finances
stabilising Britain’s finances to deliver our promises

If we are to be able to deliver the radical changes proposed in this manifesto
as well as restoring the health of the public finances, we must be honest with
people about how these policies will be paid for. That is why we have set

out here how our tax package will be funded, where we intend to increase

spending and where we plan to make savings.

The savings we have identified far outweigh the amount of spending we are
proposing, and it is these savings which will be used to start to reduce the
deficit. All the savings we have identified are either instead of or additional to
proposals the Government has already made. It is our working assumption
that we will start to reduce the deficit from 2011-12 onwards.

The savings identified below are only the start of a programme to tackle the

deficit and in government we will go further, holding a comprehensive review

of all government spending, on which we will consult fully with the public.

This will identify the remaining savings which will need to be made to balance

the government’s books. This comprehensive review will not reverse or

lf we are tO be able tO de”ver the radical undermine any of the spending cormmitments we make in this manifesto.
Changes proposed in this manifesto as well as Over and above our planned new levy on the profits of banks, we will seek
to eliminate the deficit through spending cuts. If, in order to protect fairness,
restoring the health of the pUb‘IC finances, we sufficient cuts could not be found, tax rises would be a last resort. While it
will be impossible to remove the Government’s tax rises while the deficit is
must be honest with people about how these so huge, the increase in National Insurance Contributions is a damaging tax
on jobs and an unfair tax on employees, so when resources allow we would
pO”CieS will be pald for. seek to reverse it.

Following the election of a Liberal Democrat Government, an emergency
budget and interim spending review would be held by no later than the end
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of June 2010. This budget and spending review would have four purposes: and on low-priority spending. It will not reverse or undermine any of the
spending commitments that we make in this manifesto.

In education, that means that additional funding for schools through the Pupil
Premium will continue to be delivered throughout the next Parliament. Instead
of ring-fencing education, we are doing better than that by bringing in new
money to fund the Pupil Premium.

In health, our first priority will continue to be to increase spending in some
parts of the NHS by cutting waste in others. We do not plan to make net cuts
in spending on front-line health services.

The cross-government economies needed to reduce the deficit such as on
pay, pensions, and IT procurement will affect all departments, so it would
simply be dishonest to say that entire departmental budget can be ring-

fenced from cuts. For example, it is only because we refuse to ring-fence
departments from the search for savings that we have been able to identify

We will establish a Council on Financial Stability, involving representatives
of all parties, the Governor of the Bank of England, and the Chair of the

the funds for the Pupil Premium and to protect frontline health services.

Financial Services Authority. This group would agree the timeframe and The results of this spending review would be widely consulted on with the
scale of a deficit reduction plan to set the framework (though ot the detail) public sector and general public throughout the end of 2010 and beginning of
for the Comprehensive Spending Review and seek to promote it externally 2011, Based on this consultation a full spending review up to 2013-14 would
and domestically. Any such agreement would be without prejudice to parties be published alongside the 2011 Budget.

retaining and advocating distinctive views on a wide range of issues, such as
fair taxes and spending priorities.

Throughout the summer and early autumn a Comprehensive Spending
Review of all departments would be conducted with the objective of
identifying the remaining cuts needed to, at a minimum, halve the deficit by
2013-14. A Strategic Security and Defence Review would form part of this
spending review, working within the same financial and time constraints.

This review will focus particularly on savings that can be made across
government — such as on pay, public sector pensions, and IT provision —
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tax proposals

£min projected 2011-12 prices”

Costs of proposals

Raise the personal allowance to £10,000 per person

16,795

Total 16,795
Revenue generated from proposals
Closing tax loopholes and cutting reliefs that benefi t the wealthiest

2 Reform capital gains tax 1,920

s Restrict pension tax refief to the basic rate

4 A1 per cent levy on the value of properties over £2m

Green taxation

5 Switching from Air Passenger Duty to a per-plane duty

5,455

1,710

3,060

s Ahigher per-mile duty charge for non-iifeline domestic fiights 255
Antiavoidance measures

7 Income tax and National Insurance Contributions 2,415

g Corporation tax 1,460

9 Stamp duty 750
Total 17,025
Contingency fund 230

sles may not sum due to rounding

o th
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£m (in predicted nominal terms) -

2010-11 201112 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15

Spending commitments

Jobs and infrastructure package including: »
Eco cash-back scheme

Investing in wind energy and other renewables
Insulating public buildings

Bringing empty homes back into use

Tackling youth unemployment

Bus scrappage scheme

Cut class sizes - introducing a pupit premium
Scrapping tuition fees
Restore the pension earnings link

Recruit 3,000 more police officers «

A pay rise and better homes for our troops

335 0 0 0 Q0
420 0 0 0 0
400 0 0 9] 0
1,166 0 0 0 0
660 95 0 o] 0
140 0 0 0 0

0 2.500 2.540 2.590

600 685 740 1,870
0 0 320 325 330
5 50 95 140 185
0 420 425 430 440

Total spending

3,730 3,745 4,115 5,050 5,360
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savings proposals

£m (in predicted nominal terms) :

201011 201112 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15

Helping people fairly
Reform tax credits
Reform winter fuel payments

Scale back the Homebuy programme

Refocus Train to Gain

End government contributions to the Child Trust Fund
Introchuce a levy on bank profits

Cut Ministry of Defence administration and top brass

Cut the economic costs of mental health problems
through better treatment

A cash fimit on public sector pay rises of £400 for 2 years

640 1,306 1,300 1,310 1,315

300 146 60 -15 -70
250 255 260 265 270
325 335 340 345 380
395 545 555 565 580
2,005 2,430 2,670 2,940
0 205 420 440 460

0 425 500 575 605

0 1,705 3,460 3,526 3,600

Decentralising government

Abolish the Government Offices for the Regions 0 90 90 90 95
Reform Regional Development Agencies 0 600 610 620 635
Cut bureaucracy of local government inspection 0 860 870 890 905
Endl top-down education initiatives 0 335 340 350 355
Creating a freer society

Scrap 1D cards 50 80 110 155 155
Scrap biometric passports 220 405 425 400 380
Scrap Intercept Modernisation Programme 0 200 200 200 200
Abolish ContactPoint 0 45 45 50 50
Maintain the current school leaving age 0 0 35 35 70
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£m (in predicted nominal terms) «

2010-11 201112 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15

Creating a more costeffective government
Commercialise UK Trade and Investment
Scrap Eurofighter tranche 38

Cut education guangos and administration
Prison reform

Scrap civif service bonuses

Cut use of consuitants in the public sector

9] 135 135 140 140
0 0 510 510 510
0 415 410 420 430
0 795 735 675 845
0 166 1566 160 160

0 180 180 185 190

Cut guangos across government 0 225 225 230 235
Cut the costs of politics 0 610 620 635 645
Net increase in devolved administration budgets

The Scottish Parfiament 240 -120 -120 -30 =25
The National Assembly for Wales 140 -15 «15 30 40
The Northern Ireland Assembly 80 -50 .45 15 .15

Total savings

Net increase in public sector spending

3,730 12,430 15,205 15,435 16,050

0 8680 41,080 40,385 40,685

Libgral Democrs ave set out their

As set out in this a Liberal Democrat Government wou,

and and the Soottish element of the F

aver the Registers of So

by the Scottish Government in 201112
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| Liberal Democrats have o ampioned the devolution of powers to Sco d Wales, and fnany decisi ‘
made In Westminster now apply to Er ¢ at policies in ons are increasingly
different from those in England — reflecting different choices, priorities and girc inces. Our Scottis

‘ Welsh Parties make their own policy on th € This document sets out our p
Democrat Government in Westminster,
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