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Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Rosie Winterton) 

': Share 

Before this statement, I wish to make a short statement about the sub judice resolution. Mr Speaker has been advised that there are 

active legal proceedings in the Court of Appeal in respect of the quashing of convictions of postmasters that relied on evidence from 

the Post Office Horizon IT system. Mr Speaker is exercising the discretion given to the Chair in respect of the resolution on matters sub 

judice to allow full reference to those proceedings as they concern issues of national importance. 

© 2.26pm 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial, Strategy > 

(Paul Scully) 

{ Share 

With p/ r}I tCiefl it Cl Cia rn EL fl uttth pea  1 'U (I ll make o, `;t:Gltt Yrie at C/ fl i /} FC.0li t . t`p— that 'he C0/it/liT. it fl t are to l Inn" to it asure that 

swill .in. l tfiitC(, l/)e//eo:., o . /tlrvle nvrlllal>le to po I ir1@,tf. ., .Jfl Ct'i/t Horizon e ci(erl ceavictiaos r gl,rl,.l cC. . 

The House i/I It//tV WWel.. stort; E + fe: ,lhl itt.pr,, felt. t l ii ln t•nCeiv aoet,rnasters efFected .1 .,.,.1 e,,, /MW/ l trio PC/fl.. € 'rf '; H ,r . CFil 
I..I. 

system These Ci ,i e.s;:crng COn it uewi se  have beer . de:y CrC/tutu/it/C/CF ,.({:; t Ft tl e cor ;.s, in the201 1 Clruuri ii i,iC, as n eider 

judgrne-ntn, and in. the more recent. r rear: of Appeal I.,d(J fi tetri. , .,, ✓v' ll r,.; :n CF1 Ci f i/Clff,. fl at/fl met t 1r., re.rti p E', L., hu:ar 

how tat.i r ryas o ad lie lives of r;/e n ref GPs nve Y._ flier t ,l atyr the/CC.: Wi //ti tic F tie r.n///ni..fl N th e4ta ter cci- lei .u• I to he 

mover e IlFr e. ,, .::thc. these events iiCote hod rrfl ae ,rir,Cl (,F PC./stnlastlrit I .its tied , f/Cf Fit tar ,eitit. C .Jet Ci number ,1 . _ i,rs. 

pay t ribtite to colteutiu Fs on both Ir., Cit of the is use who 11x, <(, J.pport/id nest 1a ,,.ei f, ,. l F..el a li ,r. ,, -c expose the truth and See 

ju5Ice done, 

Today I treruild like to take the anportitau v Fit -i;ada ti/F- due ,t. 'ii; th . ..l t ttii ii IF/fl fi Pfi, C/ CC i t/C FO  to ensure that fair 

comkea is t(„ ... U-Ct to ,.( ,t. C/ .i'F' . J leictttai S that i1t v, :cE 7, .Js`ie ➢11E; 'to  i i / t .1CtIB ( Bi't C_..,. }j)(, Co tlteir 

proses , lo. . In the ti, s't instance,  we t've rk. .a with 1 Ftc I SL O i.. to a i/lIveri'elet lm patiC// of . ,?l CF p to 0G,COO tot et7Ch @Ii€.ible 

postmaster. I inlet rued the House ofthe r; ov. , ,reu. di ::.ts, rt'I to pr tv ,ie funding for i aese iniei . I ,ati/merits last Juh. C,ave anent 

funding was ne(-e . , 1 y hecuute Ll e i uCi OFF/ce boot, act have tile necessary funds to deliver the upF/niurlute corncompeisnhuF , That is 

why it turned to the Department for Bus:rtets, her  t, lard lnrlustrial Strrtr a'1/, as its IF/tern ,.hni nlsle.r, Fat i ., udi,_ nftFosu , tcrim 

paym-,,eats. 

I ant d I to the Hc ,~, rt  c+t:sr f hf1= t.ht i -`,a in ! >Irlents are prngte,s.,:,-r, We it.. the f r,:.t !_ ifl r bliss ieee a_:Ci t' F./ r; ht ,.,tr , l

Interim t f r t irlat , Of these, 62 off , /_Cavetie/t i n1r,d _, cud ofth(eze, 50 have hose ;:,Cta Fe uud a ay:/1e nt. F C/O n. I ufti5e t re ad' to 

date have of `=aeet"t far the u,airflol rl Fate ti/Cl 1/ i"fli oun.t C)t),!.tFl;. F tee r I ,: , I , 1.,,: t-F"lese F fi tOtiin ,err , alt imvw heine1 t., del it/Cit 

an early et w l 1, a ..1?. r C/C/rn , at,at (;u f r c.fe i O/'tF. 'rr, ii/ e /C i ICe of full ~.s d •II 't01 c: ttt:teaea'F,:iire't :':iat";kaqes tie„( C

agreed. But. tl'iCi't. is oik +,r the "1; . .,e.. r r. Ft is .hl, Lnni. e fwO H CIW :,o . , . a, ti.leo Fy ( ne.. t C/i rl.. n ,. et. rements. The is F /Fly

the Government have been working with the Post Office to agree funding to facilitate the Post Office making fi nal compensation 
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payments to postmasters. As I announced in a written ministerial statement to the House yesterday, the Government have now 

agreed to provide funding for that purpose. We are working with the Post Office to enable the final settlement negotiations to begin 

as soon as possible. 

To be clear, the Post Office is not proposing a new compensation scheme to deliver full and final settlements. The Post Office is 

ins','at ,i n,i . ,:I y . i fell '.v ,t tii ' , f a r ttivr i.te rr.aolutior :✓: i i': tall .line ro c/. ' V i t?iact iia. i lc"' r.,t of 

cor -u-ar t s t.r;cat ,t,.t rt..r, r...:  grn .iny t;l , irdiviaanL i:irci ., .~.och case. Th to 'a ann it s he Post Office 

in its cl i ,  i i.a' ui . a r , ,titai p'._,t:P:r.t 's via alternative._ tj aisti. '1 ition, as we 'a ll,tk< td to speedier 

del; ,raryofcom ' a P r,awliii as. 

I am not in a pa . G ,; to ! ,/ c, de.Lr . . H:/n about ti in, . c,ct..,;, ri . ri li lionIn ri1(, rat rig tr..1 these negotiations will 

need t.0 e SC3 e,., VrP 3fa ti t . >>ta', r c, , 't' '' l.t pnc iC eiii VJ . au ,n vtQ rS r, tr, Lheii . . ., ,at tatives. I am sure t at 

Coll . , wile 1-c thtit r i.nportait' t iJ. tine F office listens to postmasters' vie ̂ ,n ant t ,,. : s- V -• : °aken into account in 

how ii  iai t it hne =in ri. 

While ii . i.k Ise for the Post t,fI e to necrat ,,te .,agar << .i -; a nrah' lc,:r lc ,_ ct - rel.reseritat. ' ., :;ie (a_e,/e eta' twill 

work clr,r.ra; with the Post e~riice to ensi-ire . in N. r , a i t , tn bcii:ion is H ve I. o ,tei p-..ricts on son ,a y i,'icl .~ aal lies, it is 

right t ;ot t.ile Governrrie, . ato d 1i r.; :io , _„ t-tl toed provide this f,t ding to ensure thait fair compensation can be made to 

indiirciu t, aatio were wrr nt l ,r ,rci c:, i',,ci a a . d C+n i1 . brie' , c u111 i able Horl?r i i. io, a:.c >atlhile cc-n e in' '-'on  cannot 

choit iu i"lt ;il: i I'as, It , i , r' , iP rt rir; r ,F ', „r eCe (p1 ;a'3'. + ,T?y5. 

In c;ddii r i It' t,c' ad i,,  (. .r °rir,n i on, it is imp/a i ti; :r a'tarri ti.a :. 'iu c , " ;fire .  n ,t:r:iappen again. That 

i8 w ed ti e, C.a- iernmea; iirive .et: €. .. I .le Pobf Office Hr _'e;i"! IT 0t:1ry i, at i.. tL. i v stuff it 'r a r 1  , f=h C7 .'_ iir,1S all the 

pow , , it r; (is to inn -c r r. ta l e /t.;iad, estohiish the l 'a a  r,a-.r> r nr rdoi.ois for the ft tire. The inquiry has 

recenialt net out the ful  -' ii it .it,esI,yuting, and cure , ;i„a `5 t -ea ,.,_ "a- is r;hare 5,0 documents with the chair, 

Sir' ,/yl ,r`iliiams, an: h ..- :,ii svitl cc• ,~ ia- filly with the inquiry to ensure that the facts of what happened are established 

and lessons learned. I commend this statement to the House. 

CO 2.30pm 

Jonathan Reynolds > 

(Stalybridge and Hyde) (Lob/Co-op) 

.{ Share 
.,,.I...... ....I .. -. _ ....,..., ._ . . ...... .... . . ...... . ...,,, . ... ...,...,,, .,.. 

I ti  at (: llini s (.r mr L :t;:,i ei* eal for prov tl .;g advance sight of it before he came to the Chamber. 

el i-eve we I t r orr. n , i ,s t/,' ,'rrir ,r' . . .-Cite i It i.t;tr tart the H( ,, s..iud,al :vs been n ,f ,: it '' (.. It '-ict, I believe it 

is no ext. -:=,'tt. ,,i a su/ . ,at: it i . sii - ?f t a it'.  ci cccrridats of mo I •r?, '. im a i s i<i e, „ ,t,lcita t i edt hio r ,Ot ;eiP , t t;ves of 

hued' 'it , ofaiab-postma to r., "A ,P >ea 1' 'r in i it . le a t-h u,( aol Ii(i .t. !4tar'-'ed .r'h .,rem. I join the MI t ,t. ire I I ii;ti i hit'-a to 

hrise rt . =tr Kt;- tcrr who Teri =t ' '  ' r >, - atir qucat:  r I ,7rc ., ri , .vrall .is i l hl ei s- i e this Hniase 0 Indira , v hrn . ca a-t ts'a 

Member for Newcastle upon Tyne Central (Chi Onwurah), and, in the other place, Lord Arbuthnot, for their work in this area. 

Given thr. i Inrt:nsic arnlli,i riot .,• f r., -tin to (ii5t c,a. t;ne truth in 2010, the Minister iv I ir e Octe. t-r how frustra is i- a , , &un for 

many {.,, ri t,I ..a see Ion. ' VI  :.;t i , Yl ; fr t,t (.rju. Ineen. Innc.'a'nt hr 1 ''a..ark: nt'  ,a-''pI a-': i,iG  a. , r_ii , Y.. bars 

is sit nrd 1 i . ;. , (.1~' -,a.).c 1.11..- iY?r.,,I i 131.;1 t i l : tat Ca, t e'a51:Offlc, eelOitO,t;.I. - , (e '- ,) - [iIC VG.t,"'. 417,aadlock 

dociariir iiii(: t rc  ire Ling to bury those seeking justice in endless legal battles. there is, frankly, no condemnation strong 

enofagli for such beh:avi;ur. 

it, co .r in'.'nt are =-i,ght to muter t i'a cnii..I,..i..ement. Howe,, e , ~h i, a r 'a t N. ,ai, e,r t + o, ti Nrnie>-it '-ant at'-, Rr t , , ,w this 

„o iieis St  n out of :-he goodnk't._ of i, in, _. l-lilt quite si i, l lx b( .i ,.1~e HC r i ; " - t i - ; o' e to take givair ' . : - •t ir, ;pa' ' -

ii ten fi nd tit' in thr:'loa t o" ,1-oot a. ,(__ , yr a. 1 . ,r1. i ' ,i, .;r mt ,It, .van` I o press the" -a- / t €,r ,.sett 

I ,t -' a,., t ,, t, 0 ri .a' re; .;go e ,- a . t.lii.0 .1 t.'H ; ails" ,a ect. Jve,, _ com , tns ;a t;ie.1 do-;cove and that nothirkg like 

ri/k> Con P. Y ''eta "I it';( in.. 

rir '-, ,vill H F It .r i" ":(t o,= 1, 11 t ;i , to t - it ill? s`, f„ e's i31~ „'t`, inC a -IC -  (i,l .;1;'11 tl, ;t)..i i C-r'minat processes 

r / ,nst ii:a s L, eery +a- ,  inre- t rt:: r- t, a - ;, . i e ; us b', avi, l., i t, I - 'a 4i.t.. ;.atjust those who faced criminal 

proseci- , iti i. Further, how maiir.'settlerrieri_: 'sues the i ,ter envisage being made it'at.aIity? 
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Secondly, will the Minister confirm that the compensation will not affect the Post of i e' n d Ir,- dc,r-to-doy operations or 

viability in any way, given the vital role it performs in all our communities? 

Thirdly, the Government must acknowledge that all those involved in the inii.ial mistake s i ii 'I si i c r~ai,:r i ' i Ii i r:r, lui i';t 'so bear 

some responsibility, so will the Minister confirm that none of' row involved have been rewarded with top senior jobs elsewhere? 

Fourtio[y. os tho Minister refere!icc I . `. .= fc ,t :ce -i H „r i i-iiry, wHat information can he give the House on the likelytimescales 

that' " i i nH ..t t i,. ni to .r haft t' ( it>r . . I : _rs f rid ngs r, od ,> .port? 

The wart t. iri a c . t y' u it . + 21 r felt in fa d, ^, t iJ .,;immunitierF i  .., . T i , r;. ernment have made and 

taken t. L . tj  ot.- ti o i ..d , •.,a(, I k e i t T; vvsll be one of i -i,'w ,i  are ever L uk c , , u ; `U. I }, t .ri1 insidious injustice. 

Paul Scully > 

{ Share 

wt lcri a .' tlt,ri ''I Hi'. iii' to i i ,,.rl(c hr' ,u n., t, t' ri` •.✓c' r irlll 4i ir; rivei,fr (ni.e from the goodness of our heart; 

we t, .r 
i ,l0iry so .~.i..i, ~E' 1r ; "ir' itii'ir t iir ' r' r- a. ! rlr' n t i i ~i, r.arrrtir;c(tr Ca , r1;tl ri F i l irt. C, ,✓ r ' , . , I rMinur,t'~r I rirri ci 

cor?titw l : ,' i' i ,i'air  r b'. r q r.rui -e lcl the.> ...i.t,i, r itt s'.rc i .' t: oc .idr' e .t grid fril to be movE i erit vvliat Dias happened 

over the IGSL ar yc-ors. -1 ~. (t rrur.mrIio ' H. ,isi . 1 '. €.'m ' 1 .f . 0. 1ihs, -,r, H' n7 • ~1 lto through those. 

A nurnher of srhem?s art, rrvtn [nr;l i;.xucl ,  .a .~ , t1 r• , a 0, of ttrH'l ..t hr, is ,0/1 ..1 t! H P , l,at i.rffire made public crui wrote to a 

nunit)ei pr'^ay"rt „ia.,11.. AI as C L., i i-i A .)C  co. iiC , ,..nd, wh,rl i 'vOl'  I 'lii. I Pia i :fle, l 4,C !. N1 ' -thrlilr i o, J!r,UI r, •rn r.,: i`'. 

gal l th ,i c , i' i. c res5 I I t:hr t' lm t, .int tine Oo cc' rr8ment arc, `:'Ik ,' , r'nCJ ti r,. i i P e H. .t, ra o t , f, , k. G r, , uU:..,i. 0.. t e

uihcc on r a t "crl • , ' tii ,.".cI rius`esrr, Vv in ;r icrosecution is t' ''iie , nd tri I ir de. aiad i. ; r ehlinn rr , ,xirt:. ,1 e, al' Il t r,e r+irat 

haprrrri. r : term, Irf lic;or-Pr ririiii 1' .'' fi owl at.TheCourtof/ , • . ,I r ,r it i'ir-oi g hr.'s - .rn ac.+ ; l, . d _ It r in' tjl c. r it r;o 

throi;gh the come ' siiti,  0 rr.ess. 

On the 555 who pioneered this work, I have said in my conversations tniitIi them and in correspondence that the settlement was full 

and final. Hi. e' .l r, ,r, ,sgli w'✓I i. ft 
i cy , Iovve dolle Lmd L6 ,uL S10Sie of tile WuLilu have ueeii POSSIUe VViLriOLiL Ll Ier wucK, (Once 1 Will 

contiihue to' ''or sN'f, them to .,wc r riIt: we can do. 

On the core funding that the hon. Gentleman talked about, this money is from government—it is from taxpayers—and it is separate. 

it ve riot paid for the host vfh '~ litigation costs. Cornpensution will not r -'rie corn core funding. 

The iciil. A, t:i.eman coked Lh 1.iirc ti c time r,ft '-, irquiha, rand I world err.cc-' '0'  01 ll .._:1s to (five an update on that as soon as 

po_>ihlc . !ago,ly,wev~cilit '1 , c+r r,.gf r> .i' ' 1N .1,«r~ssi ile,but,a= rvarut, r 1'.. . ,urc, ii 's thorough. Thereisalotof 

documentation and complexity after two decades, as the hon. Gentleman can imagine. 

Mr Andrew Mitchell > 

(Sutton Coldfield) (Con) 

Fri, ce I e 

lam 1.o F:fR.;l to my hon. Friendi 'o o 5;tal_6'ment. Wi ll ie i-et. r t ci'1. t ie tfa t Chi 4. tilif, e . n ,  r-i;i v I ,ca,  r a„ P `: F ! ,, ;E'- i i•, "t:'e;n 

madF m✓, .,c: f}y c. l-i P ~,( rpifiee Cou usr, 1.t_i;lir, i • ,her ✓r=rrn=1 g„~ i.rir=<c. i t ' ' s[ ot, _ier~ , r. t tiri ' ers ulnc 

p.,t ,',sn  it t ,o le:iti i flt8 recompenses jd t- ' il l,, it 1, Ci',t, C „I c'r;i 1 p , i   , c. 'l ien. (,1 Ci if

Gov ,u`iht, to oirtr II vvol t tr  n ~.a y P "r1s t i r h ;,n . r' ~ _ r tt ~ Lrl a it rr /.h. 'll' caJ ; . rc,i ' or I iu ~s r 'r.: rip he.;,̀ h 

Sides i f i ,` 1)ti ,i l;.lrie , , . i :ali t i/ trio, ;r . ' +,s ` i }(P?tt, I 'c' tH UI^'t' Oct ti h ill tC,) II ,r ,';i}I ' lI f1li t it'Ilt ii 'H I_C}rti i ,l 1OHi root. 

Will the. Il . i irirc: r ,.y„i t ✓irl a,_ 'wil_l he . ii r' C tr r.ltr -a 1a. int: I or, if F1 i ;o ,7liii rC.,!rI i t ,i :e: i-'rOCr LI0i Ce, OHO cO 

grlevo ls y .01 it mC'', ti1C'. '„t ;o rJl?{.i 1. •,r , A.,tP v✓o k1. t. i a ci? 

Paul Scully > 

.dam Share 

I thank my right hon. Friend. As I said, the 555 sub-postmasters who were part of the High Court case performed a rnasscive public 

service by exposing the wrongdoings within the Post Office, and I recognise the deep frustration at the f lI r.,i i c c,. reed 

that the settlement with the Post Office would be a full and fi nal one, they do not qualify for these compensation schemes. I have met 

some of those people and, as I said, I will continue to work on what more we can do. 

https:llhansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-12-15/debates/EE75981 C-9065-4FB9-A8DF-67004069506D/PostmasterswithOverturnedConvictionsSettlemertFunds#contribution-174242EO-8507-46D8-8F53-CD4EE... 3/9 



RLIT0000347 
RLIT0000347 

09/09/2024,11:15 Postmasters with Overturned Convictions: Settlement F - Hansard - UK Parliament 

On the it I may be found liuuie, it r; important that Sir Wyn Williams does his work, in an independent inquiry. I may have my 

own vit d , , si:  i not ric it for me, fr(,: i ,Js place, to be directing in one way or in one shape or form. I am hoping that he will get 

hists ' ii : : , lymta , i > ft F l c Lie. 

Ms Ant/m Qaisar > 

(Airdrie and Shotts) (SNP) 

-: share 

I thank the kl,,lister for advance sir hit of his statement. I begin by paying tribute to all those hard-vv:-irking people who have been 

tigi i ;;- ,t t  r u;>tiI.... ,ti Ii toy. tt!1n:.t r it t{l  i ..', i,o,r .Jr, mr ,1. ';=• ca; try a tai €)~ a t l tF tel .l tnn :osseS 

max,:: ,,, .I Fr:>t C itiise ( wend f ir r o>t~nasters' cl'i ,.,. i .il tivi = ti, . I Ir,.rr it nun si>ft,u( ' ' II u"fect de ions 

on ",t.i i,t.,t,:.r pay. I welcr ,,; iii, m rl^lit„ _;t that. The Ho , te r coo pt~ ,c, ' it'l l' l l' d 'ndes, u Mier F:r; ., o., ;-rt ubour, Libert l and 

Tory, '-l i ,t.`rs, rri/d is a sto" 'ion  th  -,tnt:e. Given thct it t. t„ 't' rt iCin er o' ' i;'i''o ion, wit It a,Im, . r a 

min:iwni vs 'lli -I : t ii7YCs, 1(payme'OISto post .1rt'tk''. rll i',t. not, Ot''' , . (,11'tii it7 i iit'j olerS, h . 1 3l1 i 1 ni'1' t . tr ra,1 f lV~?f4-

We i;1 t, F os:i ib tio; , „.ten ty were at tloe t ,irefront of calls for a sl _ il,:oty,i id., rte. ' l q,i;ryi, id t:;ci , , 4 .,, ,i, - ers have al. o 

sub e;erl+! ,t y C iF r i .'r ' inquiry. The Posi i't .Ce tit e`l ,b' t lit-u „. '' I . ,, is le'}t t'; i n 11 li .i'i "' 't eaa a"6i. ,.,; U ir0', ti i. 

relut c'irw •o' - ,''-r I  Office any, s+ a ., wl_fi  1  tt ll i t't. Irr(,4 ,  ,  ,t. rh, r +dins , , ,''.tare ofsecrecy r tcl (', iii , 

parr  r, ;;rr,i ; N r rn r'r ,` li ,' -r yget''- i t' i (;> l „ .,P . i_ (; }r-ti s i'.Ltl. ( I f; t_ I ,F " . ..i. ti f; t 1 l od I I I .y ;tom i, .,1, C~1 Sl1 ;t 's tialS ,I :C. 1.0 

run bra (.ioS s. "h ..,ix it i ,'s h(r i + (J?i,r c,C ria'(I II ar me . thin ca it . ti let. I i . ,r" ., t, i,ncre i i (1,1{l h '1', .:~ a .r `Ii} (- r-y r It 

hei.a Y,i it El , ,,t uPa „ Is r,yni i `(,r s l t ecl, e, i,a t : v of izsC ,f 1' e  iii d ''' ', i1 0 qi r MIV 7iuLiori on 

tho', . t:, ' ', t-' i€' - r  atinq in disclos ire 'cc it en  t:,l e.. t ,soi Iii t>lIz t t_ ter..^ ., r1c0, .,t , h,., it 1 1.;,i?, Iii „, i t I ,.1`;rJn o ,I : tion 

or prey ; i l,, Atten i "i', cii5 taken to quest ii , the L011l,lilUi:etion O'i these Wni:tt 5I,Ippolt will Ice given to ;no_;e .who 

cant'  i' i:t i' Ci:'it}Titijti? 

Hundreds of postmasters running their local community businesses have been affected by this scandal. Many have lost their 

busi i - . ate e r1 , ',t l  it 11t. but r.,, 01,1e I 1 o _ .,.,acre the i i,ilisi it the cu_t., . I ' ' ii_, r t:irely by the I i

Gad'-; f'r 1". ` it. St, , o.1T Ii iS , , 0 I -en', •'l a(`t..i en ' ,. 5 ' iii i~, . ,"l .3 itnpactlnu ;looirnueters, wit. -ru n, >„'in r; r,,; s:!Cl with this issue 'a' 

years.' s_i„ i'c a tl ? -'I i. t.. i ..,,<<i .l ,. : t:ila_ ..il in_;,,i- 'sp,n.. is a.r L1' multitude offailings will he lt, I,, , ,;:aunt? 

Paul ScuLly > 

4 Share 

I fully expect the first and third of the hon. Lady's questions to be dealt with by the statutory inquiry led by Sir Wyn Williams. It is 

important that he has the space, without my breathing down his neck, to look at this independently and objectively. We can agree 

that this scandal needs to be righted, and it must never happen again. In terms of the costs, the point of this statement and my 

previous statement about interim payments is that the Government will be supporting the compensation schemes financially. It is 

important, given its sociui value, that t:i,e Post office has a real future, but it will only have a future if we sort out the past. 

Lucy Allan > 

(Telford) (Con) 

4 Share 
....... ... ......... . . ......1111 11...1 ....1... . .....1111. ...... ... ... ... ......... 1 . ......... . .... ..-_ . ....... ... ... ... ... ....... ... 

I thank the Minister for his statement and for the work he has done in getting to this stage. I also thank the Prime Minister, who has 

beet e tit to 'I i , t 1 , t1s ra rt,, I ,i ~1t ie.vii U" it" :cited this miscarriage ofjustice have paid no price. A series of Ministers who 

came to this place it 'd t i I their script, looked the other way and did not ask any questions contributed to the suffering, too, and 

we should all acknowledge toot. I do not include the current Minister in that category. 

The 555 sub-postmasters who so bravely took on the Post Office through the ,group litigation, paid for Mr Justice Fraser's judgment. 

Sure;y' r ' ro': i_ I J Ice oil . ed t(3 r„ .1t d (t il , tiJ i_(t, t-. .1t('iq' f- „itl J (Y.iDosed the 'iv,t`71ir i cg `-Ne shim [ci be 

thOiikiriy ,.heiit 01t0 EnSU is ih 1` t ; . =re i :ert:,t = tl c:r1 iai ilC 17 t , o-'V4rl

Paul Scully > 

4 Share 
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What I have said is that everyone v: t : . U, tI hN ",r 5hcl ti full and vi e and full and fair compensation, and I 

absolutely acknowledge the r ;r,= o Lie. 1, . 1J _c, C' us to' I ., d 'sition. I will r : Iti tue to work to see what more we can do 

to work with the 555 to en 11 e ,flat they are fully included in vv tat I have just soil t,%x t r ,<ll c u;sd compensation. 

Mr Kevan Jones > 

(North Durham) (Lab) 

-: Share 

First, I Li nk my hon. Friend thF- iu' =,nber for Sto;h, tt ,ge and Hyde (Jonathc;n Reynolds) for wiping me out of the campaign, or not 

rect`r ,'-'i q; :ny tti. r' 1 (t, -.:i . ~. I:npc! ,prl raver i I post ,r ,rt e l l i^ I h - r. a I ir,'.. lvr , . 1 .;> t .rl t ;r;:.iu 1r1 yr-:ar=-  afar,. My 

COntlti`l,r t torn ;,v'.t w.r C ".lLu ut seta. l ./ _ '. , e/' t, 'v li c• Ft ,it n , , =,r,,..:v t,f'r^ the lrst , f5 .r. .,r-. t~ IC,r~d the rose 

haviru:k YW,.: i_,irTt d .i i t 1 1 1 .';dii?7l. He was One c 1 tiir' s.SS, anu ✓. :l ri t 1 or,:rl .:e U .'ir, d yc t.:' , ; l ii ,M1lt;ni + r I q ' 

the cov' I l a,N ighi i ,a would rl t h„,,n- i,een exp rsi'ta s o-z .ill rto cr,ly gl t (' e), 1, •1 na M nister hav rt., Fr, t aM

more I hit, ier'ohr. ..''tv r  ,)U 1 1 1 ._Ip p0' , . i d 't .;ess tf l i l ,at jl.{ ,. ,. I;1[ ,r r i"'I s t.tl '(/ .. . ' u1_. ' I't 1t flf lr t  I i /t. ,YliL_iOn 

of phi_,,_ , l' ,,t  t . ,rr e t,te,irt rc+ wer I: I r,t ri, trf ,r n( rI. I I r.,, rFt 't # r .eft IrI C t nrd dry; th. rv'ii I he . r ,1le. n, It : Itt, taut:, 

arc  hiss. Ti r, n,r ed flll ; r r,rn{ ".l in . t if i l ls, r er. back what they paid back. In Tom's case, that is £84,000 that the 

Post Ofucer Irst tktr ', n, ear ;ni r.itto C',tr till it t it'it cr; II=.rs. 

Papal Scully > 

{ Share 

I recognise the right hon. Gentleman's work over the past 10 years and the conversations we have had on this. I just let him know that 

I very much hear exactly what he is saying. I totally empathise with what he is saying, and I will continue to work to that end. 

John Redwood > 

(Wokingham) (Con) 

n Share 

ari', t rtlt3f61l to ti"te Mini r,.°.I  ' i t 'i5jittgtltepolicy. Ihaveb ' tit lQ .,o' fPr.p ri"ai r i L13t -r. J; "tT 11 , ,  I/n t 

tell ,t ti, / Post Office to i t' irt; end pay up, and I en  .,~. } m ttc./, I ,.,I r,; tltr I it  . 't I h on ' ,. 'i di , 1td 

pay ;, <l,; utlrl r;.

Paul Scully > 

>r" more 

My right hon. Friend 'eat ',n/ itely right. We will ensureV tt 1r. k s;tt, , I 1 the Pt 7. , .fir,r. tr, e I ll ,t v e}r deliver all comre :>(It ion 

schrmt r ...i. ir:i, rail er,t ly ,a, ,i .ve , w .;Eat th 1, 2 1 1 r ,xd o ,,  .  , Crhfr:a has acknowledged that it has done wrong, but 

the inquiry will '1r' , ti ,E t{ ;'_ill .hIIt it 1,6 s  tr /tar . ,r, to , ext tew rnonths. 

Andrew Gwynne > 

(Denton and Reddish) (Lab) 

.{ Share 

Matt I pny tribute to the fnrtitude and nnrsistnnrn of Della Rynn, the former suh r o ;tm  r . - v ,; n .kl l,lr 2tth n 'm sand 

mm stre< e . ., ;e tr , :is, 11, r' ,;r _t e., "it li .+~ ,sr.~ ir, I.-,v tI or .Tate f or ; ..1 , . r bt . i ,r, ., t o'l rI1 to _le ,.A anal .., i o, sicol 

her_,.L rit  .,r,tt:..i, and soni  a t o 2I; c r I,ril e ,> . , r, 1,2'.. 1'  •Irrtrrt,- .,t  . , tin ,,' 1 r.Li .7r.r,tt ,rIrerre 

beet t:
,t r,I tt , 1, s . how many prrt.) -1 , ,' r.,a Minister c' t tt raca ,F r.rrr;,r- ,r.1 ,. . .,: it r :,f. ; art . t o it uutiu;t, but he 

said tht.i w .I, u, ,u , sa far moot' apple caticiis for compens, l r . \'J r .. , l .,;r .r. ~ a y 1,1IT 

Paul Scully > 

{ Share 
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who have r, ,,i;cd ore those why nr r. . I r,u hr,=icted. ; he a trio.: ~,, r viho ;ve,ost Haney, as we heard 

ear i'ei r 1 tie constltuei", i r=f irre right hon. Met,nk:et r N) cl1 Durham (M J . sous cai':~I)ensatiu t ` L~(;fnf's for 

peci;le 1r . I ih`a7 ra: .FIi tr _€ "o those who have H  convictions overtu. secs e .,y; p, ._;)re I me Honed. The h.an. Member 

for Den r ,r;t, r :rrny: tvl) or.":.rta.~ el1,` r cght that vice need f l[ Hi - ,.i .i t 'He i n„i iJ=.al losses—as bad as 

they are is ; tr . ,1::ac i1 o nief H. nL,ofIt . ti  r. 'H raci.,ar,:1 M r rr r, ris u,rities, and, ,10 r r_1ses, the deaths. 

Paul Howell > 

(Sedgefield) (Con) 

off Shore 

As a member of the Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee, I hay a 'cn,r , I ; aome cIf t.ht, hr.,, Its ,I;,y tales a0.3tat rhai: 

has gone on in this situation, and I am sure that the issue will come back to the {.'Crri' ii"ee at a later point. 

One of the biggest failings was the attitude of the Post Office throughout, including the culture of denial. Will the Minister assure us 

that H ( it (Af r H [ reLs .tr_. ber:en ...dr. iie(ira~d tri S 5 hU c H . e5 HIS S we .'Q ficc see such a situation again? AS has 

been so o th, t  P ,ft tr . o H S e ,;71e, th t'i r, .et  drag on forever; it must be as quick and 

prorr tt a

Paul Scully > 

< Share 

I took fc 1 , t d tr , r sic?g , rriv ihr i. Fr i :f , ., eCl. l`r ' ' r nr,>Ct r rr oi:h tit di ,r ,e `;-al.'s f,u 1 F'f. ThC Pr'.^t ( 1ffir ", has 

. c , ;iev et 9' F , lo rtt.here 1 ,re t,ee .vr,;nt . in t'ie , r.,:- 1 to e,1.,.` re, l i,, 1 .. t r s" I hij cis, n_ ~rr=t.. c.1 'nme too 

I ._..:aliOtic, when vs +:s t: , .o S 110d postrnu to °, .1t:1, iA_y want is .`'Ot . e 1 701"rI v_t f'1 1 ,.., I', i;rp e t1; :v:rrt. 15 t l da`,: i i.`. A,3 iiiv "ion. 

Friend says, we want to ensure that we briny matter to a swift C1 ti

Stephanie Peacock > 

(Barnsley East) (Lob) 

Shciie 
....... ... ......... .. . ....... ... .......... .......... ... .... ......... . .......... . .... .... . . ....... ... .... ... 

Postmasters were criminalised by a culture that assumed that technology could not fail and workers were dishonest, so will the 

Minister tell us what steps the Government are taking to ensure that a scandal like this cannot happen again? 

Paul Scully > 

.1 Share 

These quests +16ry ,  ,'c- ,+id "FS ar.d t1 )tLiSt t? the ol iCi ina .f , .Ct1 .1 e.`" i"Pt 't, 'd5f -i+ il ' .,it,er,.l ,n ''t t i.. tr.r'ili"'P ,J 1 'd'ne 

Hor.o=o . , t,.u;t V . , d H . ,l ,l rastecntuca ac,:=sr . ,.r t l, i rc ~ i .,, p?v, Ii i rr, _ an - c 0ar1 ~ ~,01 s 

that plc. YI . is vis l I. ei riiuke. We VmI l erl ,ed ensure t. 'r-t , ')f, s')t ware, which has eeo if 1 7 ,e1.:- , t!: -e ii.1v s t:Bi1 t I .,, , ! ii}

last at no.,i,1,-s—continur  :- i ii, ris' 5d expect it to be repk,-7.ed at sonic

Mr David Davis > 

(Haltemprice and Howden) (Con) 

., Share 

The Hoso in scandals' sit +Sly, ruined rro' ,i „edrr., l cf live.,, 1 hd tac vv~holy: F u.se .'i F a z:corn(f r: (:, f• eri , 1 i i , in to meet 

the i)iH `r rr7rnpensaiir7i . „•v;rever, the into l .t r,ii n rf Ir< ,i f.ry ir" .rr vice , 17, 0 i h r tvr= _ t . F , ,uit.ir,l I Ii tomes to 

mind, hiss others too—hc . is ' c al" 1t,,1, , ,_ _ r. [i1'  er,nr,ir s li p ", r i y Ire,,;. F r i n fj 'r: tli on/ r 1 ' st Ill .l ' is i i ',arciry Treasury 

rukrst,alirnitthe iir;iir,ri 'tothe,i , r,.>tr, r, .,..~<,, rI r„t.>, Ivr ihrr✓e,t , I ii. r le :dyruinedbyf re,s—not simply 

the firsa Ic 'al tort  e"rr'uitirinal and sosicil rlriirl.it

Paul Scully > 

Share 
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My right hon. Friend makes an important point. Clearly the Treasury has these rules to make sure it gets the best value for taxpayers' 

money but, none the less, some things go beyond that. We have talked about the human cost now and umpteen times over the post 

20 years, and it is important we get this right. 

Gareth Thomas > 

(Harrow West) (Lab/Co-op) 

.r; share 

On the watch of the former Post Office managing director Mr Alan Cook, now the very well-paid chair of Liverpool Vict:at ir;. I 

undears i oP 11501/I .l  :,re I;, , 71Ft. a„t isreI .S nacre is oser .at:r ti 0 TiC C. iCTIOlIT. 50 111//lilt  i it r:- lay- hr., ,t1 1/uI M1i 151cr ,, 0,1.e to I,,/y how 

many (: , t ewe sn is- posi:r.lasters eiila be r,ornpeosoi,ed and sided i r Mr (look tsus been invited ias give evidence to Sir Wyn Wlrilliunls's 

inquiry. 

Specifically, does the Minister share my view that, for that record as well as his ill-judged effort to demutualise LV=, there are 

questions us to whether er Mr foot is n/ny lot p .......... ...solar  business? 

Paul Scully > 

{ Share 

I will not comment on Alan Cook, if the hon. Gentleman does not mind, but I recognise what he says about this statement, previous 

statements and Liverpool Victoria. Such issues will be a matter for Sir Wyn's inquiry. 

On the convictions, the Post Office has received 66 claims for interim payments and has made 62 offers, of which 50 have been 

accepted. There are people with convictions that they believe to be unsafe, and the Post Office has contacted 640 people. The 

Criminal Cases Review Commission has said those people can go directly to the Court of Appeal to seek the overturning of those 

convictions. We will see how many come forward, but it is difficult for me to give an exact figure. 

Jason McCartney > 

(Caine valley) (Con) 

Share 

I have been contacted by a constituent who was among the 555 litig'  Hi the T5S( priweeJ:: :ps i oo qhi_ against Post Office Ltd back 

in 2018-19. Of course, as we have heard, those litigants are excluded t ooi Tr se sorrel it rumIenuo1ion chromes. What redress, support 

and compensation does the Minister think my constituent and i ( Older r gii al l , tica i. 00100/15 e =r rc;.r 

Paul Scully > 

ith.urre 

I hoer Si/ill t h ct' ido nojr, i 1' of thorn ore o:lei ieew, cod f nerd to rho rrrore, en/ark with them. P soy „ rr-1i., y cr miss soma ( 4..}aa. 

555 'Nero c r i J: t,e J i I- etai..o-ly. s end w x. i it:elibrhove i,rir .,ft oo:iv , iw i , so th ey will be eligible for the interim payment of 

£100,000 and wiii move on m I.io ., + icr c7: 1' :11c1, icit /150011'  ri c r.,s;ing today. 

Aaron Bell > 

(Newcastle-under-Lyme) (Con) 

.,' Share 

The .i1 i. c.t"i scandal is one of the worst we have seen, arid the wider r` ] _;..r:'tY;l of --n`)1 it ;t,. the Past Office - - i7GY iCoLal"I}t need to 

lr.oi-n t: _ l.essons on how to treat IT evidence .  I •, ..1. n rr, the St a, tflent Oil  ti': provt,l at these iii,ac-is, tInt doe , the -tin is t r agree 

That tSr Post off ce most now n?ra e ., aoifi( a ,t :1011:010 loW orgonisationai changes to repair the relationship with postmasters and 

to 500 sure Cl / h ;=i sltiitition 000 lie.icr he repeated? 

Paul Scully > 

.1 Share 
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I appreciate my hon. Friend's words and, yr ,, *, ~, .n ce must dry ctt, anti it is. Nu :1 I. t ,e chief executive, has cc  a long 

way to give the Post Office I tI , il `E.I {3f? rr, ,i. I iC; t ii' Hl,,f;ii hi ) 1n: . ,r;5`.f"r I iE• it tI a..)-l'rt sir 1' ters. T' "-re iS Cle•'tf ly f7tore to 

do, but we will best provid 1:,ut: ': 1 is l)y , tutu,, ­)s~:,)u,,tersthe co nil d"!- (.,(...ua ld U  I -edcn a it . , lot , :c; , ., frhe 

past. 

Mark Pawsey > 

(Rugby)(Con) 

".' 'lb t re 

In a sr=.i r m ill F n=„ii e( ea' "-SSton in 2Or.r ^" h r trr, 'it I ) sti) rl~t -. r, c,f r Gir ,; hit 1I r. Hrari  ,it , ' it „old , . t °aru

occe uh. iaf s,t t Ir lily . te'rprises—often a lit :ri: , .,, . i .0 ,f. .. .r) and t tl i n,t' i t , n' 111 t:c,  aic , fi  .~e i .r rr, II'-

that  did riot exists ,..ausc the computer sy =.r'c -t l Ivr)rk. I welcome the tut. i" c cr r i,'r t ar n„ ;.. i/ i - it .i-,;ri t ti' 'l i t ,.r. ltjS 

announced todair, i ! Ul },c, say a bit more aL  I . nment's role  it„ ,,aanse to the (,r. F n,h, l's r .,t, t t 1i (lc',. I ,I 

ackw)wlre.dned ; c l iavw riisponsibility 

"to have vlsidiht y ufisnd nrillenrg . 'i)s, tllir S ..it major operational and strategic decisions to ensure the sustainability of the 

network is rr. ,,ntained and that go,, d corporate governance and financial stewardship practices are upheld." 

On that basis, does he believe the Government should have grasped the situation earlier and acted more decisively? What 

improvements are being made to make certain that postmasters are never again placed in this position? 

Paul Scully > 

{ Share 

First, I believe we now have robust monitoring not just of th, r:c niiar:rc.ntion schemes but of the future relationship with the Post Office 

and postmasters. That is exactly what Sir Wyn Williams's ingi I  iii i ''-it find out—not just the Post Office's role, but the 

Government's role. if we have fallen short of expectations, I expect to ,Cut my hands up and say we got it wrong. 

Duncan Baker > 

(North Norfolk) (Con) 

{ Share 

As a former postmaster—I think probably the only one in the House ti ter/lent. It ought to be placed on the 

record that the Minister has done more than anyone else in h to, >_r i dr, c .}. lii hi s;>ue, and many, many people out 

there who are affected will be very grateful for this news. 

I want to touch on two aspects. On the £100,000 that has beers Nuiu to those v/ ho have had their convictions quashed, will there be a 

cap on the amount paid out as compensation? Can he give any further reassut nce on when the full and final settlements will be 

made? 

Paul Scully > 

{ Share 
. .......,, ............. .. .. .. ...... . .. ..... ....... .. .. ... ........... ...... . . .... ........ .. ......I.... ... ..,. ...... . . . ....__. . . , ....... ... ... ,,...... ...,,.__.. ,............. 

I appreciate my hon. Friend's kind words. The £100,000 has gone out as interim compensation. The full and final compensation will 

not be capped but will be worked out on an individual basis, because everybody is an individual and we have heard so many different 

examples of that. 

As fit:' f,  ,ople I n d.fforsrI 1wPe's c:f r, , .l"'-' v a' '.'n Sr'hi'— tie ;, v w ,.,, i0. to r r.t" l hl.`. Ion .7s 1 r r.kly r, nr _.'H . 1i(' it it 'd v,"- _" 

HI s I,cnic ..,II ,, "i _: by l.Ihi t;rJ ct ,r it: y, i,~ I -i ll ,r hti ite - iv, i t cv r , r,tiyc ttI Is it  t)r6:r,i1se

r i ~tY`:-...it t. I kfl it  :Et tiPi.p WO;1t: , of ,it ( t: i cu to .J  it' o.. r` a C 1, 1 ?!.lCt.ti 5, , t ,t. .iI Itlni_  - sIti;`4 'r ',,'d I it' I, d0 

everything i can. My new year's resolution ---I wvill in it It ciao ., i.> r, k ".ails g i ,,r '-it ir,c;i .y, . i C.,:lain r,', I .a:-.. 

Jonathan Reynolds > 

t Share 
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On a point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

(Dame Rosie Winterton) 

{ Share 

As Long as it is related to the previous statement. 

Jonathan Reynolds > 

«; Share 
.... .,,..... „ .. .... . . . .,,.-. ...... .._ .,, ...__ . . ..... ... . . .... ........ . .. ... . . . .... . ... .... ... . . . ...... ... . . ...... . .... . .. _..., ., .,... .-.,. .. . ., ... .,,._. .. ....... 

My right hon. Friend—it has been a busy week—did, of course, play a major role in the postmasters' campaign. He was quite right to 

object to my failure to mention him, and I would like to apologise to him for that. 

Madam Deputy Speaker > 

.t Share 

That is not entirely a point of order or a matter for the Chair, but the hon. Gentleman has put his thanks and his apology on the 

record. 
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