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Jane Brown 

From: Stephen Dil ley 

Sent: 09 October 2009 08:59 

To: ma ndy.tal both._ _._. _ 

Cc: kausalya.browru_.__. GRO 

Subject: Subject: RE: Mrs Somaskandaraja - Splott Road Post Office [1A.FID75333] 

Dear Mandy and Kish, 

Many, thank you for your email of 3 September. 

When would you be available for a telephone call please? 

Mrs Somaskanderajah's contract for services was summarily term ted on 21 November 2005 so limitation for any contractual 
claim for wrongful termination she may have against Post Office Limited must be brought by 20 November 2011. 

Post Office Limited may try to take robust line on limitation by arguing that she is obliged to make good the whole deficiency6 
years after her last day of service ie also by 20 November 2011 (I have seen correspondence from Post Office Limited to her 
which indicates that is when the business believes that limitain expires). 

There is however a counter argument which Mrs Somaskanderajah could run: Under the Limitation Act 1980, claims for breach 
of contract must be brought within 6 years of the breach: Shecould therefore argue that Post Office Limited's claim against her 
will become statute barred gradually rather than all at once. eg, the first Pensions and Allowance shortage is dated 22 October 

2003 for £23.43. If she was obliged to make it good that date,then she could argue that it will become time barred on 21 

October 2009. Certain other losses totalling £4,654.76 did notcome to light until the final audit on 23 October 2004 and she 
could therefore argue that those losses will become statue barred until 22 October 2010. I think this would be a good 
argument. 

In short, the risk with not formalising the current situatiors that Post Office Limited's claim for c.£39k will ultimately become 
statute barred before Mrs Somaskanderajah's purported countera m does. She will not sign up to a drop hands settlement at 
this stage so your choices are either to let sleeping dogs lieand hope she does not issue a claim in the future (but defend if 

she does - I think you will have a good defence), or to issue aclaim now - but we know that we do not have the original P&A 
error documentation which underlies £32,879.25 of the claim, soa large portion of the claim is shaky. 

Kind regards, 

Stephen Dilley 
Senior Associate 
for and on behalf of Bond Pearce LLP 
DDI: ( GRO 

Main office phone:_____ _._GRO._._._._._._._ 
Fax:i GRO 
Mobile I 

. . . . . . . 
GR0 

www.bon8pearce:com 

-----Original Message-----
From: mandy.talbot GRO 1 fnailto:mandy.talboti I3 
Sent: 03 September 2009 13:15 
To: Stephen Dilley 
Cc: 'kausalya.brown(.~ _._._._.cRo._._._._._._I'; 'mandy.talbot ,_, , , GRo_,_._._._ 

Subject: RE: Mrs SomasKandaraja - Splott Road Post Office [1A.RD75333] 

I think that it would be useful to have a conference call on this matter. 
We need your assistance on when the counterclaim crystalised soas to take 
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a view on when limitation would bit on her claim. 

Regards 
Mandy Talbot 
Dispute Resolution 
Company Secretary's Office 
Royal Mail Legal Services 

100 Victoria Embankment 
London 

EC4Y OHQ 

P_os_t_line:[ GRO ,, STD Phone:i.._._._._GR9._._._. y, Fax: C GRO ;Mobile: 
`- - GRO-

External Email: mandy.talbotI_._____GRO

Stephen Dilley 
r----- ------- ----- -----'-' 

<Stephen.DiIleyL ! c.-. To: "rrBndy.talbot[ GRO J" <mandy.talbot(.__._._._GRo._._.__. I> 
cc I~usalya. brown t._._._._._._GRO ._._._._._._. <kausalya.brownE ._._._._._.CRo._._._._._.> 

Subject: RE:Mrs SomasKandaraja - Splott Road Post Office [1A.FID75333] 
02/09/2009 17:42 

My apologies, my email below should have said Mrs Somaskanderajah is not 
now willing to forego the opportunity to pursue Post Office Lilted. 

Kind regards, 

Stephen Dilley 
Senior Associate 
for and o n behalf of Bond Pearce LLP 
DDI: __- - - _----GRO--- - 
Main office phone: I.... . . ------- Ro 

Fax: {._._._.._._._.__GRO-_._._-_._._._._[ 
Mobilel._ GRO._ .___.-___i 

www.bondpearce.com 

From: Stephen Dilley 
Sent: 02 September 2009 17:35 
To: mandy.talbot<._._._,_,_._cRo._._._._._._ 

Cc: kausalya.brownE_, o_ _ 

Subject: RE: Mrs SomasKandaraja - Splott Road Post Office [1A.HD75333] 

Dear Mandy and Kish, 

By way of update, I have spoken to Mrs Somaskanderajah's solitors. 

I have asked them why she is now refusing to settle having pramusly 

indicated she would settle. Apparently she is now willing taofego the 
opportunity to pursue Post Office Limited for any claim she mayhave. 
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Having said that she does not have any current instructions tpursue a 
claim and her file is in archive. For the time being at leastthere is a 
de facto "drop hands'. 

The current stalemate is not ideal: the risk with not formalishg the 
current situation is that Post Office Limited's claim for c.E39k will 
ultimately become statute barred before Mrs Somaskanderajah's~rported 
counterclaim does. Her tactic may be just to wait until that happens. 
However if she did issue a claim we would argue that at best itshould be 
limited to 3 months pay in lieu of notice and that Post Officbmited was 
within its rights to dismiss her given the control gaps foundtt audit. 

Would it be helpful to have a conference call to discuss? I am iii the 
office this week then out of the office from 7 to 18 Septemberon annual 
leave. 

Kind regards, 

Stephen Dilley 
Senior Associate 
for and on behalf of Bond Pearce LLP 
DDI:L._._._..._..._._GRO_ 

Main office phone: GRO 
Fax: t._._._._._,_._ izo ._._._._._._._. 
M o b i l e [._._._._._._._.G RO._ _._._._. 

www.bondpearce.com 

-----Original Message-----
From: mandy.talbotr ' .GRO {nailto:mandy.talbot4  GRO ~J 
Sent: 01 September 2009 09:57 
To: Stephen Dilley 
Cc: kausalya.brown_ cRo_ ____; 'mandy.talbot~_._._. GRO .__
Subject: RE: Mrs SomasKandaraja - Splott Road Post Office [1A.RD75333] 

Thanks for the update Stephen 
Regards 
Mandy Talbot 
Dispute Resolution 
Company Secretary's Office 
Royal Mail Legal Services 

100 Victoria Embankment 
London 

EC4Y OHQ 

.- 
Postline: GRO ;STD Phoned GRO Fax: GRO , 'Mobile: 

External Email: mandy.talbox:--__:-_ GRO :_:""_:__, 

Stephen Dilley 

<Stephen.DiIleyL.~Rq._. To: 
"kausalya.brown[ _ GRO ; <kausalya.browr GRO :> 

GRO o cc: 
"'mandy.talbotj  oRo  " <mandy.talbot _._._._. GR..._._._._.1> 

Subject: RE:Mrs 
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SomasKandaraja - Splott Road Post Office [1A.FID75333] 
24/08/2009 10:10 

Dear Kish, 

Thanks for your email of 19 August. 

Mrs Somaskaderajah has rejected Post Office Limited's drop hands offer, but 
unhelpfully, her solicitors have not explained why. 

I find this odd because the previously agreed to accept it on the basis 
that you agreed not to prosecute her and to supply an acceptable reference. 
I can only conclude that they do not like the reference offered 

I have tried to contact her solicitors to understand their rathale for 
rejecting the offer but cannot get hold of them. I will keep trying and let 
you know what the reasons are if they tell me. 

Kind regards. 

Stephen Dilley 
Senior Associate 
for and on behalf of Bond Pearce LLP 
DDI;_:_:_._._._._._ GRo_._._._._._._._. 
Main office phone:!_-~'.'..'_~GRo . . .. 

Fax: ; GRO 

Mobile; GRO
www.bondpearce.com 

-----Original Message----_
 

-
From: kausalya.brown GRO 
[mailto:kausalya.brown GRO _ J 
Sent: 19 August 2009 14:23 
To: Stephen Dilley 
Subject: Re: Mrs SomasKandaraja - Splott Road Post Office [1A.HD75333] 

Afternoon Stephen, 

I apologise if I am being a nuisance but I have been asked by iiLine 
Manager to ask if we have had a reply from Mrs Somaskandaraja. 

Thanks 

Kish 
Former Subpostmasters Team 
Product & Branch Accounting 
2nd Floor West 
No. 1 Future Walk 
CHESTERFIELD, 

S49 1PF 

Postline [ GRO ;STD Phone:. GRO
External Email: kausalya.brown;---------- GRO 
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Post Office Ltd. Registered in England Number 2154540 
Registered Office:Palmerston House, 80-86 Old Street, LONDON 
EC1V 9NN. 

Royal Mail Group Limited registered in England and Wales regielred number 
4138203 registered office 3rd Floor, 100 Victoria Embankment, London, EC4Y 
OH 

This email and any attachments are confidential and intended ftthe 
addressee only. If you are not the named recipient, you must not use, 
disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents of this eamunication. 
If you have received this in error, please contact the sender and then 
delete this email from your system. 

Please consider the environment! Do you need to print this emal? 

The information in this e-mail and any attachments is confidential and may 
be legally privileged and protected by law. mandy.talbotr GRO ;only 
is authorised to access this e-mail and any attachments. If youre not 
mandy.talbot GRO please notify stephen.dilleyj_._._._._._GRo 1 as 
soon as possible and delete any copies. Unauthorised use, dissaination, 
distribution, publication or copying of this communication isrphibited. 

Any files attached to this e-mail will have been checked by uswith virus 
detection software before transmission. You should carry out yam- own virus 
checks before opening any attachment. Bond Pearce LLP accepts no liability 
for any loss or damage which may be caused by software viruses. 

Bond Pearce LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership registerediiEngland 
and Wales number OC311430. 
Registered Office: 3 Temple Quay, Temple Back East, Bristol, BS1 6DZ. 
A list of Members is available from our registered office. Any reference to 
a Partner in relation to Bond Pearce LLP means a Member of Bond Pearce LLP. 
Bond Pearce LLP is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authmty. 

*********************************************************************** 

Royal Mail Group Limited registered in England and Wales regiet-ed number 
4138203 registered office 3rd Floor, 100 Victoria Embankment, London, EC4Y 
OHQ 

This email and any attachments are confidential and intended fcthe 
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addressee only. If you are not the named recipient, you must not use, 
disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents of this uomunication. 
If you have received this in error, please contact the sender and then 
delete this email from your system. 

Royal Mail Group Limited registered in England and Wales regiet'ed number 
4138203 registered office 3rd Floor, 100 Victoria Embankment, london, EC4Y 
OHO 

This email and any attachments are confidential and intended fcthe 
addressee only. If you are not the named recipient, you must not use, 
disclose, reproduce, copy or distribute the contents of this mmunication. 
If you have received this in error, please contact the sender and then 
delete this email from your system. 
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