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Criminal i ,. . = E
Law Commission 
Conquest House 
37/38 John Street 
Theobalds Road 
LONDON WCIN 2BQ 

Dear Madam 

L ( uc 

!t' l. a 

0181 681 9009 
0181 681 9324 

€ ur E'r; P'D/12411/MJH 
K.t 

'?1st July 1995 

EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS 
HEARSAY ANI) RELATED TOPICS 

(LAW COMMISSION CONSULTATION PAPER NO. 138) 

Thank you for your letter and enclosure of 10th July 1995. 

After considering this matter, I take the view that Option 2 is to be preferred. 

In practice, the operation of Section 69 of the 1984 Act is somewhat onerous 
fr -osecution viewpoint. I consider that computer evidence is, in pB 
di rum any o* - e , = ~ of evidence and it should, in general terms, lie
scF . r r ' F-,_r .m nn Curt would relate to its weight rather than its ads ility. 
I or: .a sur ;;ere -hould be a presumption that the machine is in working 
or e#' ctc. ar ° r the D ce ix, ; i to argue otherwise, then clearly, they should be able 
tl o so. ,  sent, I ,ere 'e consider the evidential requirements to be far too 
S ut az - r prosecr ins. 

Yours faithfully 
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0idi 681 9056 
0131 451 9324 

Law Commission 
Conquest House 
37-38 John Strc t 
Theobalds Road 
London WCIN 2BQ 

Derr Madam 

F PD/I500/TB 

26 October 1995 

LAW CQl~ MIS,Si t _3 
"CRIMINAL I r :: i ,l. R L IN C1 r til If 0 CE E r rC n c
RELA I r E . ; Y ANT) 

This Office inter alia p fenders who have committed offences , -ainst the Post Office. The of , r l,oyeri ` "b-Postmasters or mem., ,r-s of the public, Typical offc> this of f `-iclude theft of money fi diie till or f' a;. 'counting f ,,  t , Or , uu_i ostniasters and wilful delay . ~~"or theft cif aI. ,r o., R.,yal ,l ,; gist of Offences is not exhaustive. 

A senior L .ter in ° l ts, ,i i r , reviewed the above mentioned Consul tion Paper. 

3 your aro io als RSDecially in relation to repealing Section 69 of the 
P " ma! >;, 1 k _ Ll and repealing the discretionary provisions of S . xud 26 of t'=e ; . „lr nce Aet 1988. 

With regard to the p e, =r; ? =t f . , is=ritial problems caused by Section 69 of the P e and Crirnina= I it ='r• a large number of Sub-Postmasters now COq  their ca a ;l r> records by using a computer. The Su raster is of e me o  a , `he Sub-Post Office or the only .he r puter. in t . 6trnaster being pr cu  ;uteel  r r accounting, the Pc r , _: 3 may need to rely 4 'on the car, ;titer .- d >L ig records. The Sub-Post:r r ;. ..,, . , 
son who c x < givei.-wired by Section 69 of tl a -ice Act 19` In the at  nissions or other direct, -ot be abl to prove the c ~ a r -_ j (o of br =r,., .,1Ia t,echnical requirements of Sec rt d Fx .r t .,e and Cr. n 1cii Fvrd:: -a3 Act 1 S4,
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Computers are now being used within Branch Post Offices, Parcelforce Depots and. 
Royal Mail Sorting Offices. 

hope that my comments are of some assistance. 

Yours faithfully 


