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Pr=fvfle , ed and confidential 

The pu.'p kse of this letter is to bring to your attention  t, of a Tote€nti;tily subsr.nnt:ai exposure 

arising out of the announcement by the Cbm r3  Cases Rr 4, ;': C o nrn s, t n t 'CCRC 3 
that. it would be 

referring the convictions of 39 Post Office appiica€,ts to the appeal no,.irts: with another 22 cases 

under consideration. 

-he basis for the referrals wifl be that each prosecution amounted to an "abuse 0' process. based 

on issues with the Post Office's Horizon computer system which may have had an impact on the 
cases referred". A wide range of cases will be referred including convictions for theft, false 

accounting and fraud, both after trial and following guilty pleas. We still await the C•CRC's 
Statements of Reasons which will provide its full rationale for the referrals and formally commence 

the appeals process, but the CCRC has indicated that the same abuse of process argument, arising 

from the Common Issues and Horizon Issues l .idgrraents, wih` apply to each c apse. 

Abuse of proross is an exce t on€ai remedy or unset on preventing E<It;:€ one equit i:; a very i";ih 
threshold  rnfarnss before a contortion ova a ,a need for ox,.,l€ {,ht; tt 3,i to: ;apply irnp n 

because the court thinks the prosecui£o€€ ens _psi?.,: ? is €. tab e that the .:(ha has riot turned 

down arty aoo.£ca ion not even thos,,,, At, t €f' defeaniaov sdroictrrs Efr steahag from Post O• . a:.,. 'tot 

their personal benefit. 

All the cases occurred between 2000-20:13, follow : ._g the intro t z t €, of Hrahrrtn,nod were private 

prosecutions  by Royal Mail Group ipre• :,eparatior nt .2011) or Pont afhae 3 ,st wffice £ton not 

or ivately prosecuted any postmasters since 203 y !though the C C: C i " i €e entiy r evi w E a," ,I £ the 

_ cases  where it received a di, :,., . t non'ii 3, . s€? fr.:ro rho defendant , Po.t OT- ,  non ids t d up to 

loll_= cases privately prosecuted in 4.1 €a r.;'1 Horinon ranrioure was relied ano i t'f? ;o:, ,E. ... '. rear  iv  ri 3ra, it 

is reasonable to assume that the t ..RC s rationale wound apply equrt%l, to chary r:f these . of€eodaan s. 

Thirty-five appeals from the Crown Court, whet ,v.`: r.e ta, s f r_ tour a" Anperi, rear fit:: nti"<_ tine 

from ma Magistrates` Court, which will be heat: in t n Court, 

Po t 0ffiee L  tr3 a t3 ss? ;c + £r  r.,t€aid s n' W&'& e : So. 25545.1 9 
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The Post Othee Board, supported by Pet :i> . I, £;~5~ €;.:  Herbert Sm th Freehills 

(civil and' it gatien specialists) and a number o., f drd .:,, h ' taken a number u steps n

order to s.;c.mmply vv th €ts legal duties and will continue to s; :Epor tt r• Justice system (through the 

CCRC and appeal courts) to reconsider those historical can :thrs ang to appeal. in addition to 

working r: os ly with the CCRC to disclose ah requested rnatena in the 661": appeai cases. Post Office is 
current'y c enducting a post-convicthtn dscoa re exercise tb identify and dceoco material ,,apable of 

ire p'r'im,= en the safety of ail hilte ic.. i con 'o es. This is an 7r €r_ . ..a€: e6orci5e th . £ ,fY E o- 3t s 

the lr: Sire t, wt the Group Liti d'3 .t : : °' , '. de redress whr f, ,., .er r i ree hen . to 

dome Irate caat the Pest Off1 _a6 , t . 'rno ov possible meas:.i heir lr rl r: : raters 

rose o. i3f,s$. 1 .th convictions. The is .. i se is, c:ad complex L'34Cf.fSe _V ;€ Ei 1i1 I. or

the 9th. riser, but an,: math . is : ,tot might reveal histor z<{ a i r.p . ta Y: ,.,'roaches 

€, r dooroons with ra Post Ot(ice that rsmi l;t" F E 
_:€ nt to an abuse of  ,. e' a is , ecise v4 earry on 

in poetiho'at the proceedings in the coor f rppeaL 

In die meantime, the Beam ;s caking' to man .36o ;s3 pEost Gof-,i;_i ia t rare .oass. 0 sP  

vhsrae of potential aepe.ah i 'fIf e fi tly" by nos ing iostc ei 2i_ € . h=:1 .:t  no €.sag i€ vs.. the 

CCRC and gout of Apps-.<c r roirr.h,r to tl 6i'- cal proc..  ::: ) a ; ss-sd ,shl :an tiara =:'s 

update its sharehoiider regularly en this issue, 

Do let me know if you have any queries in the meantime. 
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