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The purpose of this letter is to bring 1o your attention the risk of 2 potentially substaniial exposure
arising out of the anncuncement by the Criminal Cases Revisw Commission {"CORCY} that i would be
referring the convictions of 39 Poxt Office applicants to the appes! courts? with anather 22 cases
under consideration,

The basis for the referrals will be thet each prosecution amounted o an “abuse of process.. beserd

o msues with the Post Office’s Horizon q‘onw:?er systemn which may have had animpsct on the

cases referred”. A wide range of casas will be referred including convictions for theft, fabs

aceourting and fraud, both amw srint and foliowing guiity pleas, We still swait the DURT

Staternents of Bensons which will prowide its full rationade for the referrals and mrmagiy SOMMEnce
the appeals process, but the CURC has indicated that the same abuse of proess argument, arising

from the Commuon Baues and Horizon issuss judgments, will apply to soch case,

Abuse of provess ks an exceptional remedy focussed on preventing unfairness. It requires 3 very high
threshold of unfairness hefore a comdction s overturned; for example, b will not apply simgly
because the court thinks the prosecution was unwise, 1t notable that the CIRC hag not turned
down any application ~ not even those whare defs drnitted 1o stealing from Post Offize for
their personal benefit,

Al the cases pccurredd betwean 2000-2013, following the introduction of Morizon, and were privale
prosecutions by Royal Mail Group {pre-separation in 2 Par Fost Office, Post Office has not
privately prosecuted any post-masters since 2015, Although the CCRO is presently reviewing only the
61 cases where i received a diredt application from the defendany, Post D¥fice has entifled up to
sS cases privately prosecuted in which Horizon evidence was relled upnn o seture 3 canviction, 1t
is reasonable to assurme that the CORU s raticnale would apply equaily to many of these defendants,

{ by the Cout of Appesl and four convictinng

H1,

U Thirty-five appeals from the Crown Court, which will be hes
from the Magistrates’ Cowrt, which will be heard in the Crown

; PostOice.couk
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The Post Office Board, supported by Peters & Paeters {oriminal law specialists), Herbert Smith Freehills

{oivil and itigation specialists) and a number of b has taken & number of steps in

arder to comply with its legal duties and wil
CCRC and asppeal Courts) (o reconsider tho
warking closely with the CCRC o discloss
currently conducting 8 post-conviction dis
impacting on the safety of all historical cony

the settiement of the Group Liigation (o prov

»justive system {through the
5 going to appeal. in addition tn
1 fice is
dentify and disclose materie! capabls of

b

it e 81 appesl coney, ¥

kgroise thet complaments

di redress wi
demonstrate that the Post Office is taking every possibla mes

thisre rray have besn g short

+heln sftected postmasters

ength

by and Lo

resolve historios! convictions. This s g
sp&céﬁc 51 the 955 ¢q

@ covearing not just materisd

ses, but any material thet might reveal |
o dhecisions within Post Office that might amount 1o ar

in paraliel wr the proceedings in the Court of Appead

ractices, approachas

sgreise will carry on

i the meantime, the Board is looking to manage tha
voiume of potential appsals efficiently, by meking po
CCRC andd Court of Appedl in relation to the referral
upddate ity sharghnider regulariy on this ssue.

srwiction disclosure exercise and the
wiction disclosure and engaging
Bogrd has and will continue o

Do et me know if you have any gueries in the meant
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