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I attended a meeting with Stephen Hickey, George McCorkell, 

Sarah Graham, Laurie Cairns and Hamish Sandison. 

It seems the Post Office are anxious to have a smart card though 

precisely what the card will do remains yet to be decided. Lots of 

things will need to be settled in due course. One version of the smart 

card might do nothing more for us than the benefit payment card would 

have done though if it did additional things as well it might not have 

any impact on us. 

It is unlikely that the card would as sophisticated as say a switch 

card. 

The Treasurer is still trying to get IOL to agree a final plan. We 

would then need an outline general agreement followed by a more detailed 

one. 

Apparently Steve Robson had a meeting with Richard Christou and 

Keith Todd last Friday. There was a firm proposal from ICL that the 

benefit payment card should be abandoned and that the DSS should move to 

ACT. Benefit recipients could then have a bank account of their own 

choice or receive their money via the post office. In the latter case 

the benefit claimants would have an account that was only accessible via 

a post office. 

So far as we were concerned, in that scenario we would make it clear to 

benefit recipients that they could either have their benefit paid to a 

bank account of their choice or to a special post office account which 

would then be accessible with the smart card. 


