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In this module you will look at three further aspects of theft, that 
is, deception, handling stolen goods and going; equipped to steal. 

In the first section on deception you will look at what the term 
deception actually means, and then look at the two particular 
crimes involving deception: 

• obtaining property by deception; 

R obtaining services by deception. 

In the section on handling stolen goods, you will look at what 
handling stolen goods is and how the offence can be committed. 
As a Security Manager you will need to understand what points 
need to be proved within the offence if you are required to deal 
with this type of crime. 

In the final section you will look at what going equipped to steal is 
and how you would prove the offence if you were required to deal 
with it. 

„~ ,,,, .M .... .. . . ...... ....... ....... .. . .M... ,,, . ,,v ,.,,,,.., . . ..... ...... ....._ ..,,..., ...... .._,,, .. ..., 
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thisuse 
This workbook has been designed to enable you to work at your 
own pace. Give yourself time to think about the topics covered in 
each section before going on to the next one. At various points in 
the workbook you will be asked to take part by completing an 
Activity. The workbook is for you to keep, so you should write 
your answer to each Activity in the space provided. 

Aetiaities will be identified by the following symbols in the marghu 

You 'will be asked to canny wfi a re iety of m tivities 
throughout this workbook, kbook, These will help you to explore 
issues crud check vane arrraleastaaaatira . 

This will give the answer to, or information about, the 
activity you have just completed. Feedback is given for 
you to check your own ideas and responses. 

You will be asked to read sections of'certain documents 
be/Ore conlixnraing 

A set oj'self check questions or activities will appear at the 
end of the workbook, These will help you to assess your 
understanding of the complete workbook. 

These will help you to check your answers to the Progress 
Check questions. If your response does not match the 
answer given, you should go hack over the relevant parr of 
the workbook to recheck your anderstanding of it. 

This workbook should take you between 2-3 hours to complete. 
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Introduction: How to se this : . k 
up or 

If you have any difficulty understanding the material in this 
workbook, you should first contact your Line Manager for advice. 

If you need additional advice or guidance, please contact the 
Security Training Centre by e-mail at: 

Security Training Centres GRO _._ _._._._.: 

Alternatively you can contact us by telephone Monday to Friday, 
08.30 to 20.00hours, on 020 8681 9621., or write to: 

Security Training Centre 
Impact House 
2 Fdridge Road 
CROYDON 
CR9 IPJ 

Our aim will be to respond to all requests for support within 24 hours 
of receipt of your enquiry (Monday to Friday). 

R 
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t .. es 

After completing this workbook you will be able to: 

explain the meaning of the word deception; 

explain the offence of obtaining property by deception. 
— contrary to Section 15 of the Theft Act 1968; 

explain the offence of obtaining services by deception 
— contrary to Section 1 of the Theft Act 1978; 

state the offence of handling stolen goods; 

describe the ways that the offence of handling stolen goods 
can be committed; 

describe the points to prove for handling stolen goods; 

define the offence of going equipped to steal; 

list the four points to prove the offence of going equipped 
to steal. 

4 
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In this section we will consider two particular crimes involving 
deception: 

a obtaining property by deception-, 

* obtaining services by deception. 

This section considers these two offences as outlined in the Theft 
Acts of 1968 and 1978. Here is the wording for the offences: 

Ohti in Ptt 

Section E5 (1) Theft Act 1968 

A Person who by oer deception dishonestly obtains property 
belonging to another,  with the intention of permanently 
depriving the Other tJ it stroll on conviction or indictment be 
liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding JOgem's. 

Section I (1)'. heft Act 1.978 

A . person who by any deception dishonestly obtains services 

from another, shall he gaailty of an offence punishsahk on 

indictment to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 3 yews, 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 

p 
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Next we shall consider: 

• the features which are common to both offences; 

• the offences themselves. 

Q l . Read the definitions of the offences on the previous page. 
Work out what features are common to both and list them 
in the box provided. 

I 
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Check your answer with the following: 

Ql. Read the definitions of the offences on the previous page. 
%,York out what features are common to both, and list them 
in the box provided. 

The features common to both offences are: 
o deception 

dishonestly 

obtains 

The definition of the term deception is provided by Section 9 S (4) of 
the Theft Act 1968 which states that: 

Section t5 (4) Theft Act 1968 

Any deception (whether deliberate or reckless) by words or 
conduct as to fact or as to law, including a deception as to the 
present intentions of the person using the deception or any 
other person. 

This fairly intricate definition applies to both offences of obtaining 
property and services by deception. We will look at each of the 
elements individually and provide some examples. 

Decel`Diion ca he described in the following way: 

To deceive is ,,.to induce a person to behc -e that o € i mg is true 
Which is false and u4'Wch the Person practising the deceit knows 

or hetteves to be false. 

(These words have judicial approval.) 

p 
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Section ~F y y ~¢¢ q 
SG s 4. :.~E 

G 

3• 
rY r d t k I 

Consider the following scenario, and then answer the question that 
follows: 

A suspect has used a metal disc in a vending machine. 
The machine accepts it as a real coin and accordingly 
delivers a can 

I€ 

ACTIVITY Q2. Has there been a deception? 

I 
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Check your answer with the following: 

Q2. Has there been a deception? 

No, The saacpecr has in, dart cornm€.u=e€d theft. For a deception 
to take place a person hits to be deceived; von cannot deceive 
at o,ucleine. 

The law sees no difference between the case of the ,suspect 
who uses a screwdriver to steal from a machine and one who 
ases a coin or disc of some sort to achieve  the same resula'. 

We now move on to Deliberate or Reckless: 

A deception is deliberate if the accused knows that their .vrafenirnt is 

false, and may be accepted as true by the victim. 

A deception is reckless'if the accused is aware that it may be false, 
and may be accepted as true by the victim. 

LO
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Section
Consider the following scenario and then answer the question that 
follows: 

A Post O flee employee offers a colleague a av a ch for sale. 
The hater asks: 
"Is it definitely made of golr ?" 
I'&& seller replies, "Of course it is. 9 i:arraLL Would! lie to you?" 
He really thinks to himself that. "i haven't a clue — but he's not to 
knew th`taat". 
It tr'waaipires that the sees ch is not ataf, 

Q3. Is this reckless or deliberate deception? 

S 

wi:. 2 
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•roC` ~ecti - S

Check your answer with the following: 

Q3. Is this reckless or deliberate deception? 

This illustrates reckless deception as he did not know or care if 
the statement was true. 

Deceptions can be carried out by: 

W words alone; 

. conduct alone; 

ce words and conduct. 

° z 'l' R.; Alone 

An example of a deception by words alone would be if a person who 
had bottles of cold tea, told a buyer of the bottles that they were in 
fact whisky, when they Imew all along that they were cold tea. 

Conduct , of 

An example of a deception by conduct alone would be if a person 
who knows that the pools coupons and money are collected every 
Thursday night on a particular road, decided to dress the same as the 
pools collector and knocked at the houses, following which the 
occupants handed over the pools money without any actual 
conversation. 

An example of deception by words and conduct would be the same 
as the previous scenario, except that the occupants of the houses es 
asked the person if he was the official pools money collector and he 
said yes. 

Theft 2 
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Consider the following scenario and then answer the question that 
follows: 

Phil has been out drinking with his friend, Ile goes into a 
restaurant and is shown a table, He is given a menu. lie knows full 
well that he has no money. Ile nevertheless orders a meal intending 
to slip out gfterwards when the waiter• is not looking rl, er 
consuming the meal and a bottle of wine, he tries to sneak oat. 
He is detained by the waiter and the manager calls the police, 

Q4. Flas there been a deception? If so, what kind of deception has 
taken place? 

I 
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Section I 

"heck your answer with the following: 

Q4. Has there been a deception? If so, what kind of deception has 
taken place? 

t'hs, there has been a deception implied h" the person ",s 
conthwt. 

FEEDBACK It is now est€thlished In law that ,same'orne iavho eaten a 
a•ersa`c~ua~~xrt° goad orders a meal Imp11cie }y r ep ese .15 that 
they intend to pay few the meal hepre, leaving. 

tt 

It is important to note, however, that if the suspect does not admit 
they had a dishonest intention from the outset, it is very difficult to 
prove a deception. 

This anomaly has been overcome to a large degree by the 
introduction of a further offence under Section 3 of the 1978 Theft 
Act, "Making Off Without Payment". This however is not an offence 
you come across in your duties as a Security Manager. 

The phrase as to fact is fairly straightforward. Note that a 
misrepresentation as to fact is to be contrasted with a genuinely 
held opinion. For example, if the seller of the watch described 
previously genuinely believed the watch was a gold one, then he 
would not have been practising a deception. 

The phrase as to law covers the situation where members of the legal 
profession (such as Barristers and Solicitors) make false statements 
as to the content of legal documents. 

.. _... ....._ .... . ...... 
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Present intentions is shown in the definition as: 

'including a deception as to the premsu lruentions of the person 
using the deception or any other person.' 

This sounds more compiicaLed than it really is and can be explained 
in the following exar-~ples: 

Chris promises to paint the exterior tf Peter's house. Chris intends 

to do the work. !Peter pays him an ads  -tare of £200. Chris goes 
bankrvot and is anirble to do the worn. 

This is merely a promise v hich has not been kept. Chris did not 
deceive Peter as to his present intentions. 

Chris promises to paint the ex erior of Peter's house. He asks for 
and receives a deposit of £300, Cars has no intention of earn tag 
out .,,he work and does not do s€re 

This is different from the first case because Chris practised a deception 

as to his present intention at the time he made the promise. 

Chris is Dave's business partner. Chris promises that Owe will 

paint Peter's house, Chris knows Haar DDas:e'viii not actually do the 

work. Peter pays a deposit of £200. Dare does not carry out the 
work. 

This illustrates another possibility. Chris has practised a deception

as to the present attentions not of himself but of another person 

Dave. This is covered by the definition of deception. 
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n a y 

Section 

Dishonestly has not been defined for these deception o€fences. 
However, it can be given its normal everyday meaning as judged by 
the standards of ordinary decent people. The Court of Appeal has 
provided a fairly simple test which applies to theft and deception 
alike, and is mentioned in the Theft l module. 

Theft 2 



POL00095329 
POL00095329 

Section :  e  p  t 
. 

The term obtains is fairly self-explanatory, 

`...a person is to be treated as obtaining property if they obtain 
ownership, possession or control of it'. 

Ownership. possession and control can be given their ordinary, 
everyday meaning. 

obtains includes obtain€nI or another or enabling another 
to obtain or retain , 

The important point for you to remember is that obtaining has quite 
a wide meaning. It is not restricted to cases where suspects obtain 
merely for themselves. 

The terms property belonging to another and intention of 
permanently depriving the other of it, have the same meaning 
as mentioned in the Theft 1 module. 

2 
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p. i iupqr 

Section  Y' . 

n. 1 ;<<__ 

A key feature of this offence is that the obtaining must be by 
deception. Vt hen you investigate the offence you must establish 
each of the points to prove, ensuring that a deception has occurred 
prior to the property being dishonestly obtained. These points are: 

1. The accused practised a deception. 

2. The accused was dishonest, 

3. The deception operated on the mind of the victim and it 
was a cause of the property in quest .3rn being olataained by 
the accused. 

4, There was property belonging to another, 

5, The accused had the intemion of permdaneatly depriving 
the other of it. 

As stated at the beginning of this section the definition of obtaining 
property by: deception is: 

esct:ion t5(;1s Theft Act i968 

A person who hr troy deception dishonesta't obtains property 
belonging to eanothea with the intention erf pet rare€ wly 
depriving the other of t shalt on eona'ietaon or irrdicimertt he 
liable to imprisonment for a term ,arcs e^rceeding 10 t`err .' . 

....................._ ............ 
Theft 2 
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Consider the following scenario and then answer the questions that 
follow. 

( Norman goes into his Post Office to withdraw some cash. Sharon 
is to ne clerk and pays out l ve pounds extra by mistake, Z orman 
realises Sharon has made a mistake. lie decides to keep graiet and 
deceive Sharon into thinking he received the correct amount. 
Lie leaves the Post Office. 

Q5. Has Norman committed an offence contrary to Section 15 of the 
Theft Act 1968? 

Q6. What offence, if any. has been committed by Norman? 

a 

..._...._. . .. ..., 
a 
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Section ME Dece

Check your answers with the following: 

Q5. Has Norman committed an offence contrary to Section 15 of the 
Theft Act 1k68? 

No. .Yormwz practised his deceprlo r axftee he had oh:a ned 
the proper-ry. The deception did notcause Sharon to part 
with the ~a oljer ,ar. 

If you go through the points to prove one by one, you find 
them all sa 4faed apart from number . . 

Q6. What offence if any has been committed by Norman? 

Theft. Norman har, a.ia, laa nesz!t appropriated property 
belonging to as other with the ixrtenriw' of Permanently 
depriving the other of it. 

Remember that appropriation in theft includes the case where a 
person has come by property innocently (as here) without stealing it, 
then subsequently assumes a right to it by keeping it as owner. 
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•. .:cepton

tai fi s -dug w ,> y < 

A person's labour is something of economic value. It is the main way 
by which most people acquire property. It is not itself property. As 
such, the delivery of mail or transactions at a Post Office amount to 
services. 

To cause someone by deception to do certain work is not an offence 
of obtaining property. It can, however, constitute an offence under 
Section l of the Theft Act 1978. 

ection 1 (1) Theft Act 1978 

A person who by any deception dishonestly obtains 
services from another shall be gaiLty of an offence (arrestable). 

Points to . .. .,,. Silt< f . .:q,, 

Again, a. key feature of this offence is that the obtaining must be 
by deception. When you investigate the offence, you must establish 
each of the points to prove, ensuring that a. deception has occurred 
prior to the services being dishonestly obtained. These points are: 

1. The accused practised a deception. 

2. The accused was dishonest. 

3. There was a service which it was understood had been or would 
be paid for. 

4. The deception operated on the mind of the victim and caused 
that person to confer the benefit in question. 

Deception, dishonesty and point number 4 have already been 
considered earlier in this section. 

There was a service.. is explained in the 1978 'Theft Act which 
states: 

Section 1(2) Theft Act 1978 

It is an obtaining of services where the other is induced to 
confer a benefit .on the understanding that the benefit has 
been or will be paid for. 
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tctun I: Oecep
Consider the following scenarios and answer the questions which 
follow: 

John induces his neighhourr Mike, to mow his lawn by falsety 
stating that lae has sprained his ankle. 

Q7. Has John committed an offence against Section 1 of the 
Theft Act 1978? Explain your answer. 

drs Janes,finds anAA card in the name of Evans. When her own 
car breaks down the next clay, she uses the card to get her vehicle 
recovered by the AA. 

Q8. Has Mrs Jones committed an offence against Section 1. of the 
Theft Act 1978? Explain your answer. 

Debbie receives items of anvil ahich have an franked stamps. 
She soaks the tamp.; uJJ and re'asea them to post mail. 

Q9. Has Debbie commi led an offence against Section 1 of the 
Theft Act 1978? Explain your answer. 

Theft 2 :: 
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Section 1, 
Check your answers with the ib11owing: 

Q7. Has John committed an offence against Section 1 of the 
Theft Act 1978? Explain your answer. 

No, There was never any understanding that Mike fold 

be paid 

Q8. Has Mrs Jones committed an offence against Section I of the 
Theft Act 19787 Explain your answer, 

''es. This illustrates the case where the benefit has been 
pad for (bay Evans, the owner of the card). 

Q9. Has Debbie committed an offence against Section 1 of the 
Theft Act 1978? Explain your answer. 

Yes. This illustrates a case where it is understood that the 
benefit has been paid for. Yet in actual fact it has not, as the 
stamps have already been ased, so they are no longer valid. 
}'aru would, howeseer, have to prove that the Post (ffia:e was 
deceived into aacceptiang and delivering the email, and this may 
not be easy. 

The victim conferred a benefit on someone? 

For the purposes of the Act, a person confers a benefit by: 

doing some act (e.g. providing a postal service to the suspect); or 

• causing sortie act to be done (e.g. telling someone to repair the 
suspect's car); or 

pennitftng soure act to be done (e.g. being induced to let the 
suspect into a football ground to watch a match). 

.. . .. ...... ...... .. . ............ . .... ...... .... ....... ......_ . 
t t 

e° -- 
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Section 2:

It has been said that if there were no handlers there would be no 
thieves. Whilst this may not be strictly true, there can be little doubt 
that if the thief could not find a market for the ill-gotten gains, there 
would be little point in stealing them in the first place. This view may 
well explain why this offence carries a longer maximum sentence of 
imprisonment than theft itself. 

Handling stolen goods is covered in Section 22 of the Theft Act 
1968. It states: 

Section 22 Theft Act 1963 

A person liar dins stokr;o goods if totherwise Mann the 
course o, 'he siealingj kn ag fir g or believing kernn to be .stolen 

goods he dishooesuIy, receives the goods, or dishonestly 

undertakes or as'Y'ists in. their Jvtenis:onn, removal, disposal or 

realisation by or•, for Me benefit rF f another prison, or if he 

arranges to do so. 

Next we will look at sonic of the key points of Section 22. They are: 

• otherwise than in the coarse of the stealing 

knowing or believing 

® dishonestly 

Ot a rw e than in the Course of the Ste ° l<£ 

This is here to prevent the thief from being charged with two
offences at the same time, i.e. Theft and Handling Stolen Goods. 
Although the thief may physically handle the goods, they would not 
normally be charged under this Section. 

;.1-s i3?w3"i:M df

At the time of the handling, the person must either know the goods to 
be stolen or believe them to be stolen. 

............................ ................................._ ... .....,.,....~..............,.,............. u...~..._ .............,............_... 
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c we .. .. .> 

The person must act dishonestly. 'fake, for example, the situation 
where a person receives goods which they knew to be stolen, with 
the express intention of returning them to the owner or the Police. 
In this case, whilst they fulfil the element of "Knowing or Believing", 
they do not act dishonestly, therefore both necessary mental 
elements would not be present. Ifs, however, the person retained the 
goods without the intention to .return them, this would he dishonest. 

The knowing or believing combined N ith the dishonesty is often 
referred to as guilty knowledge. This guilty knowledge is generally 
proved by circumstantial evidence. 

If a person bought goods from an unlikely seller in an unlikely place 
at an unlikely time and for an unlikely price, then the inference 
would be that the accused believed the goods to be stolen. 

Other factors which could assist the Court to determine guilty 
knowledge could be one or a combination of the following: 

• direct evidence, e.g. admission of the accused; 

• concealment of property; 

• property found after denial of possession; 

• removal of identification marks: 

• immediate disposal of the goods; 

• furtive or secret disposal of the goods. 

None of the above is absolute: proof; they all require explanation. 

f 
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Section 2: Handling s.~ ;; o d 

£) 1r Cs :..cads St t `•nt ''' .t` 

The obvious meaning of stolen goods is goods obtained by theft. 

Section 24 (4) of the Act extends that considerably and includes: 

1. Goods which have been stolen, contrary to Section 1 
(Theft Act 1968). 

2. Goods which have been obtained as a result of blackmail, 
contrary to Section 21 (Theft Act 1968). 

3. Goods which have been obtained by means of deception, 
contrary to Section 15 (Theft Act 1968. 1

4. Goods which have been stolen abroad, contrary to the law 
of that land. 

G 

In Handling Stolen Goods, the word goods has been used instead of 
the word property. However, they basically mean the same thing. 

Let's look at the definition of goods as given by the Theft Act 1968. 

Section 34 Theft Act 1968 

Goods includes money and every, other description of 
property except land and includes things severed from 
the land by stealing. 

You can see that the definition of goods states that it includes 
every description of properly. Therefore the phrase shows us
that real, personal, things in action and other intangible property 
also fall within the definition. 

"heft 2 
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.c lw #r JI 

Section 2: L 2 
t R~ %t ~gyy ~ ri s m Goods

Goods C tt to  Ikt <,i. 

Goods cease to be stolen if: 

they have been returned to the owner or person from whom they 
were stolen; 

• they are in other lawful possession (e.g. the Police); 

the owner has abandoned. or ceased to have, any claim on the 
goods. 

Points tPonts to P.tytut 

When dealing with a case of handling stoles goods, the following 
four points must be proved if a conviction is to be obtained. 

l . The goods were originally stolen or dishonestly obtained. 

3, The goods were still stolen goods at the time of the alleged 
handling. 

3. The accused dishonestly received the goods or dishonestly 
undertook or assisted in their retention, removal, disposal or 
realisations by, or for, the benefit of another person, or arranged 
to do so. 

4. The accused knew or believed the goods to be stolen at the time 
of handling. 

On conviction the maximum punishment is 14 years imprisonment. 
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Section 2 r l os 
Before we move on to the next section please answer the following 
question by completing the missing words: 

Q10. Define the offence of Handling Stolen Goods, 
Section 22 Theft Act 1968. 

A paersota handles stolen goods if ̀ (otherwise than to 
thee y know or 

. _ _ ._ them to he sto en goosis he 
4 recedes the goods, or dishonestls 
undertakes or assists in their r 
r - ,4 or realisation hy ear frrr 
the benefit q 'another person, or if lie arranges to do so. 

a 

net
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' (,:eMfl 

Check your answer with the following: 

Q10. Define the offence of Handling Stolen Goods, 
Section 22 Theft Act 1968..

A person handles stol€rrr goods f (otherwise than in the 
course of the stealio knowing or belIeving therm to be 
stolen goods he a dishonestly receives Me goods, or adhthonear!v,
undertakes or arssivs in their retention, r°esnosral, daspos l os 
e ealisraion by ter forr the hcnt f d of wtoti¢er person, or if/se 
arranges to do so. 
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This section deals with people who equip themselves for committing 
offences as outlined in the Theft Act. 

qtl p :. 

Section 25 (1) Theft Act. 1968 

A person shall be guilt pf an ? ence :; ; when not at his 
place of abode, lie has with him any aaa iclejjr w e : n the 
caurie of or in correction With an ; brargi4n,y, theft or cheat. 

Powers of k 

Although the maximum penalty is only 3 years imprisoimlent, this 
offence is one of those deemed as an arrestable offence in Section 
24 (2) of PACE. (Arrestable offences are dealt with in another 
module.) 

In order to prove that a suspect was going equipped, the following 
points must be proved: 

l . The accused was not at his place of abode 

2. Ile knowingly had with him 

3. Any article 

4, For use in the course of or in connection with airy burglary, 
theft or cheat 

c 

not ; <„ P.ace of A_ 

The phrase place of abode simply means where the person lives. 
It would, of course, include any gardens, sheds, etc., which form part 
of the property. A person who is living rough in a car is at their place 
of abode when on a site with the intention of abiding there, but not 
when the vehicle is in transit from one site to another. 

t E 2 
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From a practical point of view, this offence can be committed as soon 
as the accused leaves their home. You do not have to prove they were 
in a public place. 

It could therefore include any of the following: 

• place of work; 

• the street; 

• a public house; 

• in their car (when not in the garage at their home or on a site). 

Had €l l H tt 

The expression with him is worth considering for a naornerit. It 
doesn't just mean that the suspect was carrying the goods in their 
hand, it also includes articles in the suspect's possession or control 

For eaarnple, it includes where the goods are in the suspect's vehicle, 
or even where some other person (frequently an innocent friend) is 
carrying them. However, if that other person is clearly acting 
together with the suspect, then both "had with them". 

The articles do not need m rye in anyone's possession. 

Tor xra pte . If rr .r aipeet recta xs ca Sr th-1 ott ce,yard and teens rx 
ladder a r as ealaasa the back of the rffLee for ca ao.rneaaar, then zrwnrs 
away to see if the coast is clear; they would ,still be deemed to hare 
the ladder with Herds. 

Remember that you must alma prose that the accused knew they had 
the articles w;th them. and that they intended to use them fir one of 
the specified purposes. 

II 
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Alt  ; e 

Any article means exactly what it says. So the ladder our suspect is 
carrying is just as much an article as, for example, a hammer and 
chisel for a burglary or a self-addressed label for overlabelling and 
stealing postal packets. 

The article does not have to be as sinister as a hammer. A person who 
decides to steal something from Tesco's supermarket and deliberately 
takes a 'lesco's carrier bag with them to put the goods in is going 
equipped for theft. 

Use n the I ui . .:` of ;. n (.onnec.tRin with 
ary Theft . Cheat 

This point includes offences of theft and burglary (Sections 1 and 9 of 
the Theft Act 1968) and the word cheat in this context means an 
offence under Section 15 (1) of the Act. Any intention to commit the 
offence of obtaining property by deception will effectively entail guilt 
under this Section, provided the other elements can be proved. 

t 
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Summary 

This module focused on three areas relating to theft, i.e. deception, 
handling stolen goods and going equipped to steal. 

In Section 1 we explored the meaning of deception. We then looked 
at obtaining property by deception and obtaining services by 
deception as defined in the Theft Acts of 1968 and 1978. 

Section 2 looked at the offence of handling stolen goods. We looked 
at how this offence can be committed and what a Security Manager 
would have to prove within the offence. 

Finally, in Section 3, we dealt with the offence of going equipped to 
steal. We looked at the four points you would have to prove to 
establish this offence. 

... ...w... .... ... _..... . . .._..., _ . .. .... ....... ..~......_. _ _ .., . __v _. . __. __ _ ... .. _. 
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To check your understanding of the complete module, please answer 
the following questions. 

Q 1. Deception means: 

Any  (whether ,._ . . 
-_---- 

or ) 
by  or ..,.... nato ores 
to including a deception as to the 
intentions of the person using the deception or any ._ 

Q2. Bruce goes into a bar. He purports to be a collector for a charity. 
Bill recognises Bruce as a local down-and-out. He nevertheless 
decides to go along with his ruse and puts money in Bruce's 
box. Has Bruce obtained property by deception? 

Q3. Which of the following statements is true with regard to 
obtaining property and services by deception? 

Both are offences under the Theft Act 1968. 

Obtaining property by deception is punishable by I0 years 
imprisonment on conviction. 

Obtaining services by deception is punishable by 10 years 
imprisonment on conviction. I 



POL00095329 
POL00095329 

Progress
Q4. Alf has noticed that a certain size of washer is almost identical 

to that of a pound coin. He uses these washers to obtain 
cigarettes from vending machines. Has he committed an offence 
under Section 15 of the Theft Act 1968? 

Yes because he was dishonest and clearly obtained 
property as a result of a trick. 

Yes because his conduct amounts to theft. 

No --. because his conduct does not amount to any offence 
known to law. 

No because a machine cannot be deceived. 

Q5. Bart is given too much change by mistake in his Post Office. 
Bart decides to keep the cash when he discovers what has 
happened. Has he committed an offence under Section 15? 

Yes -- he practised a deception and this enables him to keep 
the property. 

Yes — the crucial element of dishonesty is present. 

No — he was not dishonest. It's a simple mistake. 

No — the deception did not cause the clerk to part with 
the property. 
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A  CheCk 
Q6. Which goods are classed as stolen within the meaning of 

'Handling Stolen Goods'? Goods obtained as a result of a: 

i) Deception contrary to Section 15 Theft Act 1968. 

ii) Theft from a jewellers in France. 

(i) only 

(ii) only 

both 

neither 

Q7. What four points must be proved before a conviction for 
handling stolen goods can be obtained? 

I 
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Progress  EC k
Q8. With regard to handling stolen goods, which, if either, 

of the following statements is correct? 

i) The dishonesty must occur at some stage whilst the goods 
are in the possession of the handler. 

ii) Goods include money and every other description of 

propel' except land, and includes things severed from 
the land by stealing. 

(i) only 

(ii) only 

both 

neither 

Q9. Complete the points to prove for going equipped. 

T. the accused was 

2. he knowingly 

3. any 

4. for use in the course of or in cc n aectiou with asty 

II 
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Ql. Deception means: 

1 

11 

I 

I 

I 

I. 

II 

I. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
fi Theft 

Any deception (whether detiberna' or reckless) by words 
or conduct as ta?jet or as to lawn, including a deception as 
to the present intentir ns of the person using the deception, 
or any other person. 

Q2. Has Bruce obtained property by deception? 

:No, Bill was not deceived. Although he parted with some 
traQney, it was not because of the dectptitraa. 

Q3. Which of the following ststenjents are true with regard to 
obtaining property and services by c ception? 

Both are offences under the Theft Act 1968. 

/ Obtaining property by deception is punishable by 10 years 
imprisonment on conviction. 

Obtaining services by deception is punishable by 10 years 
imprisonment on conviction. 

G 
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Q4. Has he committed an offence under Section 15 of the 
TheftAct 1968? 

Yes — because he was dishonest and clearly obtained 
property as a result of a trick 

Yes — because his conduct amounts to theft, 

No — because his conduct does not amount to any offence 
known to law. 

No — because a machine cannot be deceived. 

Q5: Has he committed an offence under Section 15 of the Theft Act 
1968? 

Yes he practised a deception and this enables him to keep 
the property. 

Yes the crucial element of dishonesty is present. 

No — he was not dishonest. It's a simple mistake. 

,I No - the deception did not cause the clerk to part with 
the property. 

......,..,:.......... , .::. ,..,:. ....:: ., .... ..,,.. :,..... ., .::. ........., ... ,,..:,. 
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Q6. Which goods are classed as stolen within the meaning of 
'Handling Stolen Goods'? Goods obtained as a result of a: 

i) Deception contrary to Section 15 Theft Act 1968. 

ii) Theft from a,jewellers in France. 

(i) only 

(ii) only 

both 

neither 

Q7. What four points must be proved before a conviction for 
handling stolen goods can be obtained? 

I. Ike goods were. : rik'in rl( stolen or disiwnestly 
obtaineiL 

2. The goods e,cr e still stolen goods at the thee <: f Me 
alleged lacPF<'tllriug, 

3. The accused dis 1w est1t  receit'ed the goods or 
dishonestly uadertooh or assisted in their retention, 
velar¢ all, daslrosal or realisation by. or Darr; the besufit 
of'anather ,person, or arranged to do so. 

4. The accused knew or believed the goods to be stolen 
at the dine of handling. 

0 
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Q8. With regard to handling stolen goods, which, if either, of the 
following statements is correct? 

i) The dishonesty must occur at some stage whilst the goods 
are in the possession of the handler. 

ii) Goods include money and every other description of 
property except land, and includes things severed from the 
land by stealing. 

(i) only 

(ii) only 

/ both 

neither 

Q9. Complete the points to prove for going equipped. 

1. the accused was not at his place of abode 

2. he knowingly had with him 

3. any article 

4. for use in the course or in eonuwctiraaa with cnv 
burglary, theft or cheat 
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