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Secret court for speeding and TV licence fee offences must end, 
magistrates urge 
Ministers face demands to allow journalists to cover prosecutions after claims of missing 
evidence and rushed convictions 

Proer1!tims )f 1:€. rduJ, TV licence fee offences and truancy_ must no longer be 
helu Leniu coed uuoor:s, sna1strates have demanded. 

In a major anterventaonb the 
!-,g istrtes' Association ® rc,w seatin , Justices of 

the Peace across England and -. ales.. a c all d for an overhaul of "re "secreti 
cp. 

Single Justice Procedure (SJP vtiuu1 thr{ i's ii.11 c t i ulue rahle 1people b i 

prosecuted behind closed oors without being present or La i ng ann legal 
representation. 

[iie Magistrates' Association has urged the Ministry of J s ice (MoJ) to adopt. a ii2n. 

r;tht pan that would include opening up the e SJP to accredited journalists fr the 
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are prosecuted without being present and how many plead guilty or make no 
pleas. 

The move will intensify pressure on the MoJ J to rethink the SJP, nder which u.
to O,OOO cases a month - from non-payment of television licence fees to 
speeding,  and truancy ® are decided in riv t, often by a single magistrate 
without the defendant appearing in court. 

Cases prosecuted using the SJP have included a 78-year-old v -i h,1 dementia fined 
for not having car insurance when she was in a care home, qa $yeai -oi=Pl handed a 
p7 ,~ 

,4 bill 
 "~ ' ~' .~ Lily "'~ i tc. `l  £4to the DV LA  ~ 5 

.~.; q ' i;.:
rAr I pia l~~ a  ~,~. ~. ;. ~.m~.,'m.IC._ a a, .~ .~,. v L -v_ , year old 

woman prosecuted for not aying car insurance  after suffering erin a hroken neck °l 
and admission to a care home. 

Magistrates 'do o time'
,.
..,he Cd ii by 1-NIa "is l ra es' Assucia Lion follows a survey of its members  which found 

they were "uncomfortable" ti . ̀ l the way lile SJPoperated, felt under-trained 1 c 
a "significant proportion" felt i hey did not "always get as much time as they need 
to properly consider each ca e„ 

m k Beattie a1 P. the association's chairman, said the principle ot  ; JP was right 

because it spai.ed people the o1.deal of court for minor° offenlces but ttle..e vere 
"flaws" in the way it perated that were harming "some of society's most 
vulnerable people". 

"It is clear to us that reform, as wvei l as additioiiai invest st n et t in training and 
Ll za. s a.1'€ Cy, Air 110€...tit•o restooe P" _b11( i bl _ 1 c nt_ e ".t,:. . 1 v . .. he said. 
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it also recommeniJed U gr ?cd training for magistrates, .plain English" 

p .perw r c for dct.ndants and a right for magistrates to put a brake on 

proceedings Ws if they teat they were being rushed. 

Ninety secondtarget 
A repon loto a pilot of th e new SIP system -obtained using freedomof 
infurniation requests - revealed magistrates in some parts of London were tested 
against a target time of 90 seconds to deal with each prosecution. 

The association's call was backed by campaign groups. Penelope Gibbs, director 

of Transform Justice, said: "The e secretive SIP l i ' rent need of eing opened

up. Public observers as well as journalists should be able Le sip: is court L with the 

magistrate, and all the case papers should be available to anyone who requests 

them. 

!N--LfTh""#C ±T!+ Id!$f*fl° w,jlftCtffafi "*l !1I+ -rAfldIH' H' 1l.? Fl Lffl ffii 



RL I T0000560 
RLIT0000560 

fff♦Ifffil O e" o f* 1 !! #14@'-ri 1 - H • fi I f +fl•I 9(P1 F fl • !!-W H -.'- •

"But the most un j _ e e exit of the SJP still remains ®that most defendants are 
convicted ;ithc at hai ing  t c,,, ,(' ier they are guilty or not guilty. We have the 

data on this nonplea rate, but we i peel to solve the mystermystery of Why sot many 

don't participate:" 

The Commonsjustic committee a e similar demands, Sir Bob eill, its 
chairman urged ministers to "consider how the process could be made more 

open and accessible to the media and the public" to ensure ",justice is seen to be 
delivered". 

. 
Prosecution ,8 , ' -n neck 
This month the t 'r

. 
prosecuted in 85vearo1d woman 11 ni erkhamsfed, 

Hertfordshire, for not paying car insurance, in an SJP case briuglit dfLei s h e 

Her circumstances were fully outlined in a mitigation letter to the court from her 
son, but an investigation  y the Evening Standard reve tied that prosecuting 
bodies routinely do not see letters like this because of the speed of the system. 

The 
_ _ 

LA did not ithdraw the case, and the pensioner was subsequently issued 
with a criminal conviction bconvktion by the magistrate. 

The association's proposed new public interest check would require prosecutors 
to read all itigation letters to "give the prosecutor the opportunity to see and 

read the mitigation and to it ra the case if they then believe it is no longer in 

the public interest to pursue it." 
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The intervention by magistrates comes after the family courts were recei tiv,T

9pene u ® amid calls for greater transparency. 
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reporting. 
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"We have noted the Iar istrates' Association's report and ill carefully consider 
is recomr e ations. 

ni l 
[ KQOG>\ \ \ ]I4-IXiTJUP[ ]I L]M`~H\ Ox_=@ Bx' >Yu TF(MUK1D-II JHI<31 Haf 1HO x 


