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© 12.43pm 

Chi Onwurah > 

(Newcastle upon Tyne Central) (Lab) 

(urgent Question): To ask the secretary of state for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy what steps the Government are taking to 

support sub-postmasters wrongly convicted in the Post Office Horizon scandal. 

I wish you a vei  GRO 1r Speaker, and many happy returns. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy > 

(Paul Scully) 

E GRO r Speaker. 

I have listened to a number of postmasters' stories personally, and I sawthe recent "Panorama" programme. It is impossible to 

ignore the negative impact that the Horizon dispute and court case have had on affected postmasters' lives, livelihoods, financial 

situations, reputations and, for some, as we know, their physical and mental health. 

Convicted claimants seeking to overturn their convictions are going through a further process with the Criminal Cases Review 

Commission, which has the power to refer cases to the Court of Appeal to consider whether any of the convictions are unsafe. As the 

hon. Lady will appreciate, it is important that the Government do not seek to influence this process or comment on any individual 

cases. I can confirm, though, that the Post Office is co-operating with the CCRC to the fullest extent and the Government are 

monitoring this. Forty-seven of the 61 CCRC cases have now been referred to the Court of Appeal, and it is for the courts to decide 

whether the convictions are unsafe. 



RLIT0000398 
RLIT0000398 

L t rFe c rkrowi .dc;. the strength st f .el" -tg r ra tr is r at  c,a l ath sidl us of th H usc, w.;ich etc, ea .dent r€: the dc:lat:bs i 

fart ;.ip,.<tea. in ,art er'rtais,recsr ar d rr th ccirres aor deice ha ,e h ad : ror- mv'ny ' e;rrbs is. "ho: is firh% the Go Fer me t c re 

c: arrr ett d =;1 e 'at ,fisir'rig an 'ride ie. Eder < r vie,,v to Co isider , he her =:hr Post Office ho learn,_ J t e r it. cc °y lessons fror , th 

t-.arisan isputc an cs;.trt va °, e. d _ f pravide r. in i,.Jefen=_ en r ar._a e..er aal _ ss_ssr er; of €ts or to veb_,itd is .ott; ior. h€;t w  r=_ 

„rstr aa_,ers=, F ti d .:to :'.s c th . to ins ,af ra,fe -enc=a fir that irdeaer.d er.t re.iev, ar se r a  in a v;. atten rr;ini.ter a 'at ii it t;'1at laid 

in th - H .use= thi , n n=rag. Me ire der=a t=: se;; that r vie',v b; rinChe;' as sera, it pr ssP..lie, inc: wa ar-a in he ::rro:res;- of der€tifying a 

c -aai ° to :ea€ the w rk:- fti.e rcoiehsa, 

Chi Onwurah > 

m She -e 

The Post Office Horizon scandal may well ism t!1e largest miscarriage ofjustice in our history; 900 prosecutions, each one its own 

story of dreams crushee ,a _e€s r, ouir Rio f,.arAies destroyed: reputotions smashed and Elves lost---inracerit people bankrupted and 

imprisoned. Does the Minister agree t at lslanday's `°Panorarria" odds to the sense of a cover-up on a grand scale in the Post Office, a 

trusted national institution —and all because of the failings in the Post Office Horizon sy-stern? 

For over a decade, the Justice for Subpostmasters Alliance campaigned to net or the, tr t h, but tahe Post Office denied all 

wrongdoing, imposing. huge lawyers" fees on the ao n ants. Mr Justice rio. r ruling in AIccernbnr pove1 the way finally 

for justice for some, but the mediated settlement means the truth rernarr s hi or t-he Mir ,der spree that there can be no 

justsc=. without truth? 

S.a in any au sti ?ns remain an is ercd. +'J9' ;1 d d the Post Office k iov, th Mf t i-. arizon system _,onI'd cause money to diespt ear, and 

v: in rF re' o ty ,lid rho- devalo er, Fu; taro, hr re? ,Vh,a ti- l.d t °ini ter , to wi°r,rra the Post Office ss c- cp:.:sna=able, d ,send ,v h{:' di;d 

they ', nova : 'IF c w_:s resins-,asi le .,r i.,nr, er: p p t n nc co il? Have tL ey ,aer.=a h:ld Fcc air ab:e? ,,}!ill ;all tlae ,tot an- re faro °arly 

comer :-atd d? 

Threw rr ntias a ;a, 'rhe Prime Minister cor: irra:ttesf to a pn bli=p in ui,-=, bjt s o. n _ w eo o as that "to consider v'bother the Post Office 

has i oar ned th -eiss aryessons, W:. need ,n inquiry of 'im. aly a tears,; e' or bi t tc: ge- to `:he :ru^ =a rFs°aly a ji dr,j.e.-Ic irqui f 
can .'.o C at wit it - Post Office c iii cIt al t;- cc oi. _rote. 'gJill ':he Minister nc w+. groa at the=juY.ge led ins airy we .iee..i?'} is he tier 

least the etc its del>er •e, 

We need +,aa S'yd'or~, n:}?: r'sal,r, a~.ruy 'l, rust k .a tl « get rr,aat a and js,,;,ticL lL. a13 0 >L< ' r4,I1nged iK, t.Etl' K'

Paul Scully > 

Si-pa r" 

I =Tvel°:rsr e t€-e hnn ; roc y tr her it cc or j I T r?pr=aoi jte .er .air nc-. O i:rabi .. r ::;a.a` y , c r;,ci€r at n -  lit air t,, ne caf ti e 

teodinn experts on his, m .kg sdo,t s' iiii. lima ti - 'a, why it dri r:per''ed .Ira ', who isr :r ! lama :anri wh 7t con ..e , it to prevent

heppen .y' cglni., rnis Ii-, ii- de:,t ra+.iew,, t. rained gat. lamer a flr:;sefp.,nd,nt. of barf; '9 Cc,,err,'i-ti at onri the Post Office, wi indeec 

l; - „c, that_ trr iS nder:;("Ind ti a  ea..kn'.sidi...a g„ 4F nt e.`, w-'ir( in. rel,,ti✓ ' I' .al ge =l or i-a' s+„ ,ter= : by Cdr Jwii - lit e evideo- ., 
of 

a r eopl t,ar'r,o, as vie? half,.' Cf C' fl 5£'f  h , bee Wronged k!, this ShLu 9J R8 s ar'E ";Jol t Ms' .I rt.; _lr.,£ Frose '5 ~.-as'It' i"r • ar ty e,i- ro 

rid +" i,^ tin ev'!denc trts'Et rtf? Vlil roll,

Tnief<<0v_.rn, wonttabyfu';lyf,;ssu .-ed---I .tarot t: befull;atsurcd- thattl'ri;jhtles-ansarelei•rnedf,r-thefo_,.ur_andc_.nc,,ste 

r .ar ges ha to t_to. - pi„ use :st Post Office Ltd _da e so-  t` at l ais s' Cr,..pe ate.u. lrta s ran;, to ae s 're :ho,", through -1is , ev new, the-e is 

c rpublic ,ur: mafy r fthe fc lin s 1 :at acs. armd ca Post Office Ll i, ci:-av .ng on ° )e ad,` re its mc, a I s:y, i:ste=sin r to .hc=,e yahoo hav= 

F eri most r:lea sec. Th=at i s the pc, or  cf t9,, it€dependent rev,'ew NC ore In t e p.rocass if ett€ apt p, 

Scott Mann > 

(North Cornwall) (con) 

Shiest 

It is absolutely right that we acknowledge the injustices that were done at the time. I have spent a bit of time in post offices in my 

time, and I rer erriber having conversations with scab-postrra;.~,,t is, , nd sub-postmistre...eu iii ,whda- they acknowledged to me that 

they could riot get their books to balance at the end of partisolui do s. They were really worried about it at the time. it is worth 
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r _ most .rir:r th at t' ae post office network is marie u t  of ,gat_ -pt_ starcastars an r. tt ,y r; er' our support c;t ti "n n ic-n nt nine. What 

c .n ae oefa artmer= da~ to aras;are that our su...®paastma' ar:: an a sui:-p - ci.nist es:;us ̀ °=jhc_ are working around vhe c iur`Rtry °iav a the 

c eli`;.i it cc cur e 'rhilw the H. rig n a..or to is t:aki€ 3 p

Paul Scully > 

Share 

an°E u my hon. Friend for that qua, 7E:. <aa, i foe , rwernment provided nc.rrcly c2 billion for the pericf.l 010 tS e E.aa.r. >tilra

of c-i r  r-,rro million in 2018-21 in the t  rraatl.,r: car ttas businese f3 r.eg'p-r r°rred ragrccr' tent was sacured with all t3  b nks 'n 

20 i r'€7 J.."a;.;;C iEi 2020. "9"heat hus restailed €rz ea sss~€ s,saarat increase srs Cfaxc c a a✓eaved fy  PostOflice r r t',e

ra " that "I'MI 8"icc .ecc r i 1  lcs tB,lr rYoi !rues t..a6'.tlnue , Nc'v ivVc, haSae al:'o ert.r:)urag'ud' tf±2" Post Office to c ,r'sgthe?r: i'LS 

r eluticnLzh. p actf; p 'a' - cc C,„.ite»'s d Postmaster train rag to foster , "tro ,pair 'r cc c ur'tnership. We recently pa4 lr'S'~S'l co 

pe air coUsed S. c-pa.>t for twcs.c:=aster"s. if , a e gulE, .. ;a jet the future relr.lia:;nshif; w?'s._la ,a a.~; toasters right-, we I ova, t,o t ache the 

injustices that have happened in the post„ but we Milo have to rebuild, with 'the new n anugernent in the Post Office, trast,_uid 

training and i°cs .act for the sub-postrastx s of t'rio i tatu •e. 

Mr Speaker > 

Share 

a ve E ow'corE".cc t e th,.. S.tattisF t a nrti psartya pc xi' er, n., Pit,  6o C' asc t„ 9fv in ;As tin,: mi€?E it"`;s•. 

Patricia Gibson > 

(North Ayrshire and Arran) (SNP) 

Shc-e 

arale aloe rcti of{rc,, >rc'ith the Minister tn; t tine r'putta'3oons, rt`Ee'4ut iieraltrc- n tiax he victims of this scandot hos- beery €"uiWc ea. ,G.or 

I' rates, .i. t ar'cc scEb p stra'Eoster who led the Lu' jut case a - u ° t P  Post Office, °aa r due:a clear that the Post Office

c.

 iaas rasa 

. ,uriged, it :u six Yrt nth, c tai ,9a found rr"6 r>f cc - a c-cc SCc-a :,^a:yard S.,.a'?Iaf _tcc .2 it J°4:'cEer;aI y 

t c, Post Office, c- ul .; pc- .'..`.iVEfi,aal,,t' t'cc sV,al ^: to i-i,=yacc.?a, sra o;,""r8 li a i9@i,` cc. e:Xp<(,:"a@I. vV i; ~ we aL ,l Care :" .a4 4, wl;t'rEi ".r pU ̀ .yt6+. arES="„aEr°-1 cc  kP". 

scucc- lol; hye Pi` nay "WIi r ;ste. I  the uuse on 21 - Ve +rui_EC'y ,,. real: cu Ic inn injul, y w'.aot`,i be ; S.abl .slc , t;.:tbt the `3ra' use l:a set out `wcy 

the Ic'irncster tooay fait H: sort o' cu. V's c-c c-cc-  : the ba,r,icc as, Ecaarrgy and Ir€ ,us4 io Stra c y C.,. nc- cc t'a i ?quay to this is ue, 'out 

a'e reratty rie=: d c to iraz;'epnd =nt aaalatic irgc. cy. 

to es tare t cirri- ,Aer r.ar.;forst cc" d the r "ur ;:and disopf~t.i. tai.. nt atthe Length of time it is taking to get the truth about one ofthe largest 

m, r cr. i (cges of just -t,, in ti u' tl"K' r,G acir', b raa.tfikt °awry serio ., o eq rdo i f perjury Ievettc.'d against employees of Fujitsu, the 

ca~era`rpas au ltehcaad the ystc art, orvdi vAi . e a is.c t.o r.hc &acre .rid„ ztf postmasters whose lives have been rained----who have lost 

t:.nax[c homes, their 'Livelihoods and tilt is -,oputo It-r - .' . o EEauctioc-a by this Government" 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

I <om gra €eft,: to .h; .'on, t ody or .no ; . r ,.acs. or  T e revie-: v goat ve are autt nr, in train c°a-.rer the arc- is ha a l;Sakai c it qu€-si c' l;- 

c hie.ve, 'we c-c-s find r<at esac c-p a Tc is ;cc irg r.,, te,cc ci n t a; arar ro .: up ca ;:e t=, ac fo.",, a €d a s atlreF dy ho is number of 

cccorry _ra from ;fir .,astice I=roScr tdat p0 c--Et to e°racti r where the chairralarc ref clic `c-depend cc, t reviewa needs to ;col,. 

Tnis'-itu- tide hx s t eery go ag =c-n t. E c-c- rne, 2Ca od ` yars. It is d' grc cef.,l t`'at .0 h{.s ttake this ti. Ee lc-r;^,,lor ho-cc - c Yri v 

au -. It gcc- is ,a c to -lip jet to . sevtle: c-e€ ad at :,o raar, p op.. heave is tosuffer c< ; a esrit. -trh °:.t I c ii `:ee~ to ;to now.--

r .y t nu ac-c re thi. ro.c has iffier; br at--."ss f usia on and make ut. t cat t oey con get the answers shot ;he nc d. 

Mary Robinson > 

(Cheadle) (Con) 

s` Share 
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It is Q::=.cc r th=_it t`>e Post Office in _caked David _ nc,-- ti it va4oul i have leored so . p. str°as'.ors vt _ wer°e or fic J and .?a'v=_ hid t ~eir 

tE, es ruined. A r arc M prart ~ i ti e, irk c . ace e'from a F=:ajit€;u vvhisa!et:os ar, !hc revaoL d that Post Office acc au' is could be 

i. ar°_ged remotely f>arc Fu itsa oft .--es. Scf, pvstriam.ers no . h ,,ve lie - pport. iii to sa b the Post Office for mellc€ )us pro' eciution, 

bait x hile those who w :~e tubg=uct o c "irr inaI arc a::ee fin fps ore ca=a c. to r ,a =a c in .,, p= op;e who .aro, girt ci, ̀ i c in =s tip at av been 

c ttl, d cannot. rhrrt WI s cE ,ai iy nt tI e irate;,°ior or ,he ,cou=rts, so hove ca-,, such r di:<<no, :ty i t otcr,=sae ae;ast€fievy' 

Share 

in rrns of the whistlebt,awer, Justice Fr caS_a r a.r>;, s B„ c.. of im , du k ,, Lo PIE. ..rs:eHiii ,;nusecution service, and that waipl 

luflov eta train according r  ofthe ;err pf,riora, the ,~r.~,.::=meatr o aac¢ aed n i lhe Post Office ck0'1I"a+ t inciu . lcgal 

i rile other i:.c>: In these cirt,:fiic'i .stances, tI4 , C in tot ace  f9.fi E.{"):;4 raeq uests l,ir p54?')€S ts, . t1" for p: ct.E"cic tern 

:Kh a have ? eera r nvicted and ho,,dtheir convic6o'a:,, ever, .arn. d thiere is es fz,°raa; .u; as ptr _e 4crr t rep w c_'nn , ass tia=rn„ if 

Darren Jones ) 

(Bristol North west) (Lab) 

aC share 

The Ministerwlll know that the Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee, which I chair, is undertaking an inquiry on the 

Post Office Horizon cc d, a d _ is : m attoc of cc et hat, we wee u, no 1"', ~M to t! .,e , rol a..viden;.e f om Mr Reel . ie _aarr nt ,.hii.:. 

exert ,tiv . of ace , of he Post Office. M<' if' re..S. :1e ;nrrner 'PC', ord F.ijit u cc ol,.nr ad :.n 7.4 M <ri- , h cc ,e aft .,w i }ck+ iv. r. Tine 

sub o' rnfa ,,t r^ ed io hiv, si.i::f`er..I such a c. lit of 'nu ra tir ., s act; i',., ide rear ;fie :3f h=nrrr, ai*a-'.I n,., d aht ;nae. "or re tie i ow : trday aaf 

the r.':.in¢u'er`s ii in y, L  .rrll =--,e cant rrr .-o the Lois_,.. ti t tha,_ inquiry wrt have uuff:.ii ,t power tc ~..o . th i di. cic.;ura:. of 

dir°ca no ,tarn{ e„ rle ce ;;an. to ;:or ppe- witnesses o r. are :t bs for:. it - give vidence it our" c 

Share 

I am sorry kl..aL, ,ar -Ile srarrae reason, I wcar L r,act I. caL..rrrc cc t mass€r)n, but I hope ,in future to engage fis ',y with rie eir,.cL 

Coati~ahtt..e. ; la O'1uL €,: Lh<at t .e Post Office has tai I  s, ur.', car taa, e e ,; l irg, sands wE!t c ;sort Lhat it c1ces, `a t=v e best of 

my o'tilscym I >ava the Borne °'P0- car._.nc progr<arrirnae ass I  l;=an, ,.W--lUemo¢ did{, it a finch -haea'- wos c bi c a Cu '  :-aio.: and o corn f p: wce 

abo€ t ny r c sclosur"e. '-laat ca nc hoppe.sr c gal n. e have u a' a lure tine! rrai.ke .:tarn: that v : get arnswrs. "i he chairr-aan : fthe 

finder en fen, cc 1W wiI' pi 11t. rL fiat ;n;' so -avitl i, t„ es,sura: that the Post Office r.rarr''r)tic op par'a or tel . 

Slhaa re 

t it. Mr, rpaart ~n 4,e Post Office ?;r) pr too th „se has wro tt + d an ti (i£i f t"i -- tT, .rS:P a.Fa ''r rrt p'? 3'k4 r',?E"g Yo-) Cc

rr, 'tl i.C7E7,.!':t aV  t:hrc C-t i ..t r f1 i the t overnm rt. :, voice° to that and mat,, .t „ e ryrtr. nd of the Post Office' 

1 

Tine Post Office "as ick rovAed lea_ mi to E s , , the s i ernetit and the as= th t vte nr:<ve we I € ra ,nlac< th. t both .car ies to i ire ro€ p 

t, _rga 'io w. re rote to -aaa".i- a cC er.; en' . C" ccr soh_ pc strriast firs ..oho so erect a .shat it it v It be a aIe :o Luke ad, antaga of :he 

I .etc =tiar SC- ref ,tt --;chi rrtc ,hc'r tF . Post Office h Sys I one he U l: ey' grill be abl,.. to oe . iCd sng, fiat°set=rear co.e 66`s to :lug cc i, 

i. id ;op Cul y th os wr-)ng . w ,l b righted, 

:Sham: 
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I, thr ho. .. rem es 'or or-h "°.test Le e; ers-=hire (A !.ore v P ad ;;en on. L +rd .z-rb€.,throt tiv . been r arncoar nit u. th ~> f r ea, er aV 

y,.ars. Pop'e hue .,ea-i'a as =-pri ;oral, he have ee. ru'raed, b_ tn' na ccriy and oierstrs'..y, "=.s I have sold c:i the r, coil pi-eviousllr, 

t ey has b€yen _,er.tec n r, v  eF tor t r ", state =voE_;ld l ee k pave pl .. Tire fact :s that :nth a j..Jp le ui:~y v 1t 9 t t,  tl-;. 

b Jtt`iaii =_ f w/iat s reeor d, w tl ,. p _;st _-;ev_ n y_ ara., I i:ave crn-ss- bxc nin= d € sar;i of tha. M t , s ;ire _<ec ,ssi rs, .ad rgia t'l n t;, 

Inds, or ho', because without at ie - lilt not get to t se t-uti'. 

The Post Office i . not the, only one to hlamem the Goverlir re t ur. ,r.r Psia rrae u:a -ell, L-cak , e Gcive at  N16nis'ters have sho ehci[>J—r 

repwsLrtatir: da on ttPo Post Office t. uur a -d tie ..t~ hu„4 cot' uc k wid June rabs.AutKXly •natrf.as , Lc L veur; t&t...a c!luweJ ti.. Post Office 

to spend a  j   rJ aril[lic i f pu.,-Aic r for amv "on l y  to b pt t9at Julsdee € , . d€lispestr c^ ac0. €huL t€sgruc ul ;ae r reds 

to be eur47yrti, 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

I a' aF iroe t+Aa* ,a `at Ppt e I n on  Pkt_. 'at rz ,. s h°lCS" rk[: fi'`'t &TaiRti',r st...5 iS 9G ar; 1f9,'?...t3€E I Pi,;'*d€= i)eir'rk 

FaJ at rev .,talk Jn s I ,at  P.: ev .a I nid .,)1"tt',ue to ,a£: J,.a,. ha ?:r„t.. its of rafarcnre of t:he r, ,fie.3. or„. ,ha„ 

,orn.e tt,, a t°,'3.aa':* Ior w. l.::p.Ui R7:;. iu r',. It,. it, t'? ' do k out,  ;whit in' a Mato rno.. { on it h:§:=ixt',:n C:igcin:, halm a m wo prr....nl- Pt rra tl: °"f y a .

,war+ r , oirm.t a,vroil it n:' done, and hr ra °a e r'sght them? The chaaarri.:cac v  indepe de t of hoth th,a Post Office on 

Gtara r:r:ri ra 

On tl e G jet nrr ont s r le as a shareh.ld£_ c:.eot yr tale Post Office has operati inc . iniep nd= nc hr;t r =um .roes otter pt ; have beer 

mad= o 'r rr e °r „or to resolve th , din?ui..- includinrj ar, inri.°ep£ ndent Harr strot 1 In 20' c=ad m _.d€c:tio ; sc-?en e In 24J' a> , hoc i 

was =:aap, or--d iay Post Office .td ,:art 1ir.lst,.:s. Fill r, aan at'cc -,,,t'; [or d'ro ra ,aotve at e o =saa s, I  iq ie ,.oat rt ra , the or,y vmy as 

prov ale le iaid oe ide,t revieafia tt at _:ll stale nededl, 

Shaun Bailey > 

(West Bromwich West) (con) 

abate 

I am sure we all agree that sub-  postmasters are at the heart of our communities, none more than the commur ̀ lines I represent in 

v1Veoneeta lay, Oldbury oiid Tipton. It is right that'the Post Office .s atzt" aaa c'ora'l'+a,f, in ahaa ienp6r'ar' ti gybes bu €reray I ai,L raav roan. i € iend 

t:oreestjBes.b- Ilostammeters in my constituency that: t'helic''t.rrl G'eraa -vdi _o inaue:u- ic+- ,ewt:6°ae Post Office's rr'°1a"at-➢nshipvv0isus-

poswnu _,a.s,, u€ad in ikv, ure that they crag van the protection of°aci rct t:.t- tttr;F c, t siittrl yc to and -de:;rrve 

Paul Scutty > 

Share 

f lF o,f ti e first third`~. I saairi to t'he cri :.fexecutive wa_ to sac,l novitla; itir, thca fsa; t tt at eie need tra build the retitlen=.'ip eith 

fosttrira,carrs ,°'ara f nivc titer, the'as,afro t nano' seed it the fn no, n d L, r,rakc ^t,rr tho we s ph . the Wman au ol'tha pr_st. i.hr, 

ilef eye act o' r, `4, .d.,'.='a MLI, Gild 9,.c pDO rkt7 ii-i fli , R.S p it is . is, thii., z. P - is (. Fed to, ;kA+rz long i h'a P-pns'Lm(isa ke s n , ,told; €,r3 der 

rid i lain l, 'rtant, r ir,='t it . n; exI o a 

Stephanie Peacock > 

(Barnsley East) (Lab) 

st,c>e 

Postmasters across the country have been fired, gone bankrupt and in some cases, gone to prison. Given the scale of this injustice, 

v ith oue. Sufi p€ st 'ace t-rs' tar ilsc s left- it financial ruin, does the t on tar agree that the current c,.lop -ns_,tie. 1, a hic '; fails t cm a' 

t: £'I@ ci. fl costs i rven'. en faa`" na ju

s4 Share 
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I at a o rna;  p op .e hove suf-ire t, Inde d, on a pcap- o h _hve ,a n t heir Uvcr-, o a Vr,.nU s t sin',, thoir `., ve. ;to': ds; thc; is not 

t., be, forgotten I w  t:lea ed tha. a _:ettlen-,-.nt vo. re€.aches by bre_th -ides, o+ ha: aces aert o ci , c,s I : ay,, su}-p..strnast rs car: jh` 

c Lhin shortfalls in the pa":. wl o v.rere not part of that agreement O re le to '.air:a u de the hi 'or :gal she: ttc'l sr...xreE' e. 

Jerome Mayhew > 

(arocdland)(Con) 

Shore 

one of the great frustrations to date has been the refusal of the ra::rnn t anise ,tta agement of the Post office to answer detailed 

questions on this issue and to be held to account, That is the (.east that i,s ov cd to those who have been wrongly convicted, including 

my constit°aent Siobhon ,gayer. Will my hon. Friend confirm that individual culpability of senior management figures within the Post 

Office will be part of this review? 

«r Share 

I {otolly F.rr eth,se rvitin the. su=Yee iq rf rE y h on, ric-nd cc ,sti.;uert, t.ob. ar aa.rer. Th h{ irn:an, Nh;s IS ;id_ pc-dc t.t c= th,~ Post 

Office, c:;d t ae s;ov rn ner r nead o k ok it t - at y .hc, went ,3iro g, phr:. h v. tl 4,-y nace sit° m,- an ,00t-inc at vh w to c v :sot 

r. cr.rlors wizen it y' ll ir;e r om lic' -ted, b :cou'se .hi., ha :pe ,er ;sva' a ..rer =:ad .J2 , ye irs, bu nc. e ,lae =hest., th-ey r; ust qe; to ;he 

b,sttc t of it, 

Marion Fellows > 

(Motherwell and Wishaw) (SNP) [VI 

Share 

GRO  ek=,(her. 

Post Office l-:d t ea . bee nillovi d, .,s rr stab e post office netvwork by i s r1  nd Ton es vAly duoinuS, r ::tie ac

Got r or erras must t e' iT .ha s r  reaps ,,.,€b'06.".., r s; ra pecini shs.rphtsido' in Post Office I_t d a  ;sarran.r.ssio n 'staeh) lei 'vrEa

ma e n , a ;alas,' It r re o ..r, ina *l at.. anrthlnt le... sir x ! elsi,. 4'. III rear.., ,` avenue rer?. h;.tp t rn ;n_ate ,.hr..>,.. post--ii stern who have 

be r rsr ,rrik nr,l err ; ra re-; one hr n . "±r re rfr:- the; fr°nanr,as a f Post Office i,-'Ld? 

Paul Scully > 

In terms of the finances, the Government continue to work with the Post Office on its needs and to ensure that, although it is ran 

i€-de,:enderl ca np:=.ny, t a=- n'rior win its rrervice obtigat. or s, In re -is ; f ti e r. vic e=r, k •e r co µ+na..v tha h ge€;i r,-°go ivo impact the t 

the on ;list etr had or pcstrr. asters. -€ he in no .al s tt  nt was a a car.•. st ;Pt- VJ ds res_ tvi g' m , of • ho 3e r to or cc buf 

therat is :,sa--to  oe dor:e- Trot is w1hy -e as to ncr,ed fhe independent r_svie ;v, fo e= sue' that re es an arcs cone _< a€ d t at =hea 

con never be re cc ed. 

Or Julian Lewis > 

(New Forest East) (Con) 

This is one of the coat 'I so rs=..r;,-. in public life since the contorninoted blood .scandal. Caoes the Minister agree that, if it is proven that 

Post Office ex< art ive vrr re +s°excess of the software faults but oltowed innocent people to rot in jail, they w rr .ao by of criminal 

negligence asarf a ssibly criminal conspiracy and therefore ought to be brought tojustice? Will the prop' 'd inquiry allow that to be 

done? 

Paul Scully > 

Share 
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I In1 greteri l to my . ight h:_,n. Frie.ad t or t c'ue tior. II , Horizon I sy _texas was p ut €rr place in 9 =, w th e fi rst issues bei r s:ari 

it the ec, iy tUO as, .vo tiles r.ras over o .or;,1 p iocf.  Je tic t , . -r considered v pra operzed svc "tf of r'sr 9 a nd set cwt ' Iis 

fi nd gs :sa c- ns. ,3er Bbl d ?:ail kin , c, I m..id, he leas ref"ejre.F s: . ; ;nr!ividual to he :rc,;'vn 3ro_acuJo, Sr-: sir x. Post Office 1. ,d i s 

row wor:,in to rtti. errant aIt he ,etc„ cr -jn es --o v, ruc t i.i o:nnn e un_.er he eo ' r_hip of n w ,EC=, tc .es.t t` a 

r;..i.cation hsip,vit €t pc%_trr asters, 

Karl Turner > 

(Kingston upon Hull East) (Lab) 

Many hundreds of postmasters were forced to nay back many thousands of pounds to the Post Office—moneys that were never in 

6Jrrt o .ed r1r, io fe i~d, rni > ."rs.l , IIhOt in a self .1aa~sI j"geIr <A .>. r iar l in .vet; ;a.kol. : ;t, IIIh t: € a. x15 z mft tka or; UI

zz'hkef k ,ecutivc"  vll o t .:ta;L ; X by + ar! ti l s t c; 3C t":€fit of tj ' u fi g ~t to th:e G Ct R c " 3 L.t3,' ox r r f 

j t1 ~~4;'e

Share 

I ;ack ios ,ecd le a,' 3e hon. Ge;ntlenan's part not on y it .o ipr ;grf:ng in _ €e :=lig.3t Cth sob - host. ososr; sir :e c=:arr oa .o t. os E Lan,

but i j hI_. previous <ori< rei -re sent' ,q some or 4_ ri n this c  caZe.. s I jaic th it pc or thine :aba at w € ;° does :t fi Fd 

c at s{hat went ro€ j artd rihc made ;uha' decisions vahn, ;J  st it if  es.der ce ift ;ose, wl.o v ore wr+xnot d c id set ho

Voicr's n - t t€'-.err r — rip n 'nt `aa ,>hr_.ie.a,tar:_', Fr is sc;.d °;'..nd 1n- Y1ts'.:e =,ars: It cn reeve+.r h taf..: n r:a ri .I? _.. to a ore the to-rn`E of 

t ;a i= qu y u,nd ay.,w, .4 hr €ncI =pr...1d nt a ha.: w= l q t t _ the br toE" r co tha t va„ile oeirig E da oer.der,t of o err me st a3;ad ° he Post 

Office.. 

Mardnn Vickers > 

(Clecthorpes) (Con) 

Shale 

cannot understand why the o rr ,,',,nt pant La pr aaaarg taac ngcary ,aaa t€, on independent review. I add 

my cabs ft;€ a judge-led review tram_ p .yjr s ss - _Ps %il Does rhe: hliarast ,r sh axe; my ornaazcrraen' ~.a, ~i e behati losr of the Post Office, 

whIch hode: ̀ 7ap apl{'J $: kzae U cf.; a atnU ~9E:~~uri"€§~tYe1ar.. ~a fur r e° d e27_ aC, t 1wy sRac4s'. J F'$' ei e3' ! peop e Theydid 

not suddeniv si „ e -;ari=a ;raaimits. l: ,su ' s,'sr € e Y>lease .gat °ei"a thi . u€; .S get tit e luIt judge led Inquiry 

now? 

share 

It is fr r I;1rt4,: very r~',~. sc t  %  i' ave o do ncpG r nrUv;,(,' end.., 2t OF G' i the ?4aalq --le 0r6~IP.Pkr ;es ir€ tl,t-.'. liz':-t S'o y ir'3,. the 

shortest in :tern€ 4,5 ,acays thn en — r~Fr e r»rirRter Jr e; ra4n s. io veriple raher- , thr- is ,ar, ncr rl,, ly ;:ompli eate rl ,... cr ra -1 r;e' 

longest Fasted L corn. Ic .r' :ra . 3r vca r~  unrici have cost a« , `C mil hon, 'ivc" ;pos,1d, ,j ri tarosi 5 n 0 in tI.t, rrl ins, a1 riJ 

extensive in it-, remit so that v,`e a^,rare pint to the bottom - r this rm 7.1 i ckly r a `rfsFJ,"de 

Mohammad Yawn > 

(Bedford) (Lab) [V] 

Shore 

The cove d cr'r3is a a.s 'evr;oted what shc.ut - Iia e L-eer ob. ious: t`:at'.ey <saoa ker , it Wtu lin"o pc; tar as;.=rs, are; essent ui ",`Jr Sr

should have be  t-eat d with resoec , n t s,,sp'rIia , V,,,hy ::,id he Ministers I ep;<rtrier : La to pro workers from :. ca:, p€ :at=; 

govr no so fdil.,re _tt"?is rnognit, Jo, or ho we ilt i, pr_.vent s  a faiiura frcfm ^op oCI  iga 'in'e~ 

Paul Scully > 

_'' Shore 
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The €"-ov_ rnr on hci,e nha -ended .t over the years sp_ ia.ly i.; re _:ent yc: rs tl II z n to uo, h .s cc,rnc ad ,-rut jwe- 2t ➢errs, 

I F•av sc , cc:rrtl there av4e Or en i :defer ier t: re se,, •s ir..1C"°3 c id Prue :tmm.atie as ;,.7 2 ;, b. .t is beau e .e l' ve bear 

r nai;- e t.i get o CS It t°" ,at we aac. hr. Jr r ra or1: to to .ou ts we need t€;a ge= ta'he bo°'nor: of his so to vie ca re,,rt it .,ro .,gs 

cant: to he ostna ,ate; so th pa _t r.nd as =re to : espect it F.iti  st ias tern, w:` o r:;us' Fe °. so-vur . in he p mt La or hip 

C:- th he Post Office. 

Kevin Hoftirrake > 

(Thirsk and Malton) (Con) 

I fear the cover-up could continue. The Post Office has decided to bring in Herbert Smith Freehills to oversee historic cases. This is the 

practice that contrib tv 4y tY tell" c,.ow,,r p u8 a froad; loos Lloyd HBOS over seven ➢ fears Cads 7 .vew %a %, ,~I~a edn, aL}lkN r't_9 k; an ikperrtinti :af 

the Lloyds bank crastesrncr r e;, which was described by the Financial Conduct P thority r sci discriminatory, 

floured arid an urtaa«.capt-rbl w: Burr€ol. at responsibility, and that review is now hr  to ei , i ne rr aura. Do s ah Minister thinkthe Post 

Office should reconsidter ti-u_at r1ccision? 

Paul Scully > 

. Share 

My h=en, -no  and I spoke about this earlier. As he says➢ the Post Office decides its own legal advisers, As far as I understand it, the 

Post Office r:ltor geKd its advisers t,. Hr. bert . lit l Fr „h ,;s i , ti ,. lr„ter .stages of : ae litigation s which rgosul 'di t :e s,.ttl. molt for I 

f )c ecE in resr,.'rir o:atstanr ng :.l( aan t a ;at -a d c. cu:-:.e, cfui la, race, if . ie as rs ii s`lor-fal4 sri.ern-e, 

Alyn Smith > 

(Stirling) (SNP) 

Share 

GRO irom me eal.>u Mir Sg-atctice.r, 

W i' ove ,e n some rmcvr*r  Jr  .r?rr l the G , rer ~ err t:4is., Arid ! c rz H elcr ,,M th fr,, rat; it goes, but like the Fquil i 

sot Jr  this is an n9oiriq trn r p jii 4,@st.r° :, as is the pIPgrit eo ''. plo f urr riHy ff sirs 'a' ei tF loan c-h4irge. There tea ctin n sod, 

across the I scio.ga that t' , .,st ,ir° r: n 7t go f ar ernnu,gh. o,!ariid I ttrae the Minisa'r to 1au4d c-ri inn= prog re s he has announce , tad, ;v 

an, oceeptt,le,ras 'a,asr*tr'ntuvsrnr~ sirony . Erlquirrk"Cra gs spy._, cts?ate4414t °rsnuas~ 

Paul Scully > 

A% I lave sa=d, taeitarrr a o. rer re-.ce of t aas . svrw s re ee er our  tnt go to. he door~ of xc,.tIi Nhot h as hopperd. he °at' that 

trie chaff- grata is v no grill ire ppoin ad, is ,, de.'en'er of JoF„ rr. rae: t, i s in ?ep_ad:ent cif Post Office 1. -d, rand. will have the ̀ .ee for to 

be a  -.a go ar d frid Avid nr ate co: rapi. rma it nhe we encri Chit i' as atre ad t be. publ 'he i b M= Ju: lice Fraser in as r di ne,;t 

meats that .:he a v4.;1 be p ant, to Jrc or r:n ir. -area=ar la c;:.; re to . on.. iuS`ans, ara.I re,..or-mr id  s. 

John HowelL > 

(Henley) (Con) 

Shore 

Do cs t@ref €ro:,,r. - rttai racy . ~s Fr Asia is, os d g rar 'gal aas t.lrat a IIIe tsiilldfr 3 r organ Although the :°cttlerm,-mt eras reached by 

med icnt,o'., 'rtr i pr ve azf, rrEra R, oftFlydt tleatrcaaa v:,aS t<.ak.,ra cia' i in a4:s;.R I Iirr yer c(a) we rot .i .-aes.acth'rrag to ensure that 

the srdietrr, otji  fr ; ter rr iigrcities that .aril-y or ft . a' k,e ae to 6.r had

Paul Scully > 

Share 
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Y ',pith re, and `L0 t ae scal<.; of the iss._"e, a jg. ar. tk m€-, hon. F i era thatt.3is has go r a cn t_=r sc, to rig and `';, as ii ve ,i s' m an noy :aetioie 

w ao Havre staffer :d cs  a re s it, ;;or e s' it he , t€ =-:s, .ts 1=fe I~ova, he, rd. Th pc nt tlmat  e mediated srttta rne, t , gas aetneae € ti e 

Post Office sand .,ne .out purr .ast s, he 'or o:.it tl at ro a l -igu, for , I Barra let =acs thc.t it come too aura=::tua son, buy, a ; a esl, It 0, 

at 'hi Go r meat cant of ntc ir.l'o c, ne -1 d°µcu -sic :~i with t ae Post office n t ,at =caar's, 

Mr Aisor nilcbaaci > 

(Orkney and Shetland) (Lo) 

siaare 

It is noble of the htirdster , (LI Nins up as a human shield f,.-: the Post Office it I h ape th oh P , returns trr thy, 

Department tod y., he evvM cell iuis O1. a,, who, i fear, have perhaps not isrraafr hire as veM .as In ,y rr,igh rer'e r'-ar ., :and Past Office 

senior management that i.i is aki_inv vjut>t note t it. He sags that this °Is a complex -:u lu l, ha .r,°°<r -.f t.:ne' and he is 

absolutely right about th .it, Tict is a~➢,.y is . iii re' a judge-led inquiry. ["hat is what will sat. pan E ~arr°t:Lsali,, so gat»,a ^rat jrrrt

chase and do it now? 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

I keep hearing ,at. I keep ,fens "in, th ws:.pd' °"ju=ige lec inc,uiry" old , tier; I k- ep ;aec inn that ra.am- ed ono th, s c , o ttu kl;` as 

possible. The point is that the terr.,s c.'re f"re;ace wit sire ,his review are he sa  r, w a luci :le- d ;rqt fry, 

shore 

why not lust have one',' 

sTTIiflfl 

ar 
. . .. . ... . ... ... . .... . .. . ... . .. . . .. . 

en s. I ric no, w nt an itch, ry t -iat wilt 'ci - 13 --'c--is, _viii subs ptast txa r°, cn€-nin ba :k .,m cared rigoin wit i:i n gtt ;t.icp. I have 

k epsi prush€r,g r?r, th s from vhe, airs-m-,r.; that I iorvA t. it the ipt_,tls' <: bout € , asa sarastaat off.€rs ,'iera .ter. Tb=Lat €s ai•ala I oi@ dri= e tt is 

4h ..C.i r-tnk., su- -'tr1int rhr ° fin' an  a are hnra nrid tl'at t`ic ikadreepta dent cI"oinnln ;, who i ,in acr I ndent of &:government and 

deh1 a ar `t r f flee Post Office„ gees to ttie. ttc,-a n, the .'cise ,,,,`art get, so€ axe ;arrswe,rtis.. 

larsati'rtfar"Ca aur~w rata i > 

(Gloucester) (Con) 

she-e 

In 2l?"'i, Post Office'._ b ':toned' :a,:5 ,Evvn nevi-'vv ni ito.,,n I- sc virr t th =t .`';urn a' e xi „ st rrs asc3:- pr sbL.rr s vet. I) c;I ss,I~utsr= 

a- NC t i .g i;;iuk"i ht.ve hee.. 14,,. ,.rt ts' ir_inr the _iU LI Is have all be  let dr;wil, UI -J o iiS`+ su!.) pt)sliiiustees r,urvc b'.en au -  ly 

t auted. ! urge t be r~ir;ister to or ir;-e rid t;nt. .Cvia- as our as po aibi; Lo discov. r K%~ec .see-: Wh-a k 1 h _t € :"id Then iii 

i" .gitsu, Post Office d, and Liar- l') tii:uat'.-eder°ation ol.:ub :is na€:ter--. LIr.es tre ..gr .. at a ioct inn, ~h uid tae 'u J a , ̀ ncl,adirg 

c.'iIl'i3 ̀ -iCil aI t $9f- i, if jus Siied 

Paul Scully > 

shears 

I tota°il, c gr<ev vyithy rear, lain. Friend. indeed, as the cr€t1 innt i' ,u.. _,,dinr us urttiiiue, those wron{ ly convicted t naa'n.as cis ,nrt,t, a <d [,heat 

:Rl .sit iomg ehttt ,Justice Fraser's'findings. I d s ant tr,•r in.o'vn, Chia on ; s z;u€ckty as possible —not to rush m yttiira • but, tv, rrvir c. surr. 

thou those postmasters can get answers and bring the €n justice to an end. 
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Andrew Gwynne > 

(Denton and Reddish) (Lob) [V] 

Stare 

I add ii support fo a pro erud,e tr:d inq r±t., too. De.tra R,,oh' -is r,,, v zis ,. ii' -pmitrnoster at t)[re.€ofiz Id post office, She to . h=:

b ssir es , the huldi,'si the post office 'vo s rt, =aer rental pro .ert,, F 'r jcb, rind rlrnost he' ho€pie. t r just 'a anc¢. ran a to P :irotar 

confirm. :riar; th.. t ovor nme, t are re c,vok,at ci r ny r rih;ir, l r .inns hr lci k y currea ar fr, me r genie or ala e- at. the Post Office vrft a 

w rc at i n• ,!vend ari de dslons to . 4if.e m sad. .8.'h-pia tr'`:i'rtatz".Rr~i 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

I am aware that a former chief executive of the Post Office took up a rote as a non-executive director at the Cabinet Office until she 

sttac.',: d,. .a:, urn also aware ['sot .;lee tear. QU'al`y C .rrn :ro ur ha w 1rt tc sna reri f. la inO o :t 0 d Co er ter a, rr `vr

The _ a _.::_ nsidering thit.. Lord r at .,,nci i wrote to zhe 'e art  nest of r'ie 'it E~ an; SoJc- Care or :i It Ma==r to di  ie r przartriien 's 

ottc,;, s . ws.:.7e strength o le 1n at iut the po:sitis n in th s Nl, sat he= tor;rne. ci';at 'set .itive, of tnr Post Office. 

And ew Jones > 

(Harrogate and Knaresborourh) (Con) 

Share 

Post offices ore at the heart of our communities, yet the sub-postmasters and ssib-postrni e" a —, ac-sn so 8-aodly (mgt down, i 

hare the clear anger tel across the House on this issue, but to keep the network open and .'onto it must he aura c. to r ake ors a 

Post Office franchise. To lo that there is the critical questions of rebuii,dincg. trust. As the Mir,tar holds the Post Office _o .,rc rat its sat;•ill 

hr hole l it t;, account on how it is rebuilding trust aaith all sub-postmasters and suh-po trra sses right across the €n et rrPt 

Paul Scully > 

Shore 

I absolutely agree with my hon. Friend. That is why .ome of my fi rst conversations with Nick Mead, the current chief executive ;aft€ie 

Post Office, have been to ensure that he can Rio exactly that A/ a need _o u.iravr a t le andright tE e wrongs of the post 5.o give -aspect 

aid ,ruse,, aswell as support, for future past iaster to :no sas re  he= or.: seas_ stMke air 'rs. 

Kim Johnson > 

(Liverpool. Riverside) (Lab) 

Show 

M my it no,.';e.at xts astsra _k.k.r ara.t sal seraslstae a ha.,e been bankrupted, impr rfr. ,.a and 'rcngty ac afs;t r.,l [far.ii,,tine f_o tiie 

Post Office., larrira ga -im:<inda as b 'pra,a , i~ vdhres ra::a.rrrws+,tncy issu,a-.s with Horizon reported srrrrEfu"s,at irregulorrtir _ Code ,. c n r r €-0y 

constituents tE'aatirt ally tsok his own t tfn as air_, tct el~ j ac use o iriancia. imp uric r,..a, I's ing his fca if4 darS .1 x tan.i w,tfacUt 

their business. it is too late for an apo rnpe.asohoa for that Family. what :.ea: procedures have the Post Office ititr dU sad Le, 

protect sub-postraiascers and sub-post rnistres„a.:' os , t-aa@:sequeice of this scaandol' let lot pr,a tact ions nos t&icv Post Office put in nlu 

to ensure 0000unLaney software is fit for purpose? Wheat action will be taken against those in posit€ores of leadership in LI cc Post Office 

during the scandal? And sacs the r iinistar a4'N as a at a -Giup1 peak °meth louder than Varers'? 

M 

Shore 

! ,yr :,nor its > vri h t.;e in .ally's or ttit ;err_ wl a sr dt ° ,oc h,., l€t:a.1 ast s c ze ; f rya an tra ;tic _ator;es. The. fa„t c- thcs van; h, ve s ov 

got ttre Post Office to accept its w'nn=- pr :-7rti i i ; id the `acr thr'ttie hl,irra ri r o vjnrai cc r r riia e r :istr ke., a_ iirgs rxerr: h6nq 

Coon or, there. s'hr at is why it to, impnr~.an"t, to get that i.  vhed4 rnem . Ii is ; tin) or r, nt fttkra +,v cootin,. e lei I-'..tId ...@°6.€. .r "Vi .h Sub-

postr as sr-. °a n. a- oat nistrps i , 'n t€ic c- relair ,sh g.P w th CSre Post Off ce. Th t is why o r r°f .3tai ! speGc to that rh of axecUti r ig I 

make [ r t ,at it is at tr.e top' ̀  our ciyenC a. 
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Mr Steve Baker > 

(Wycombe) (Con) 

„e narp 

'>.he Government accept t i t sof wo,-e c 7n s;ek, r t th u 3:'It i ;fa,E.€hl,., wit toe S ;n! .er take st ,a to £:ncs,e t at he "Invr and P tidy 

rnok ar ,,fl. ,ct t e s r€9t th ,t r, t s. $w ire ac: batc:,s? 

Pout Scully > 

shayu 

4^r„vill .9° c;•r°uc utan Ke pKin urr°nind 

it Tannianeet Singh Ohesi > 

(Slough) (Lab) 

SF are 

GRO MS p"

Tae Post Office Han=oi' sces ad=r l p is rice -'ice tic n: why id he Post Office not be as its own s l ast ,7a cer, or SLb-

f sstrroist r es'-es ncny -won hs 'l g er, de._ad•es e tool sere ;:e, eve=n a Cer ..v€, en>_e was yre. ens ;dot n' tha - tl':., W',miz,n 

, st ,rc g as raao ,L Likely a a. th K Se:_cru or of 'ate g + cc on t  m ua. arr : e -!s >thr,r h n. nd r€g -t hon. ,Member's have 

r:qu= stc .;o a.. sri a-post;aa' er' a r,. sr b poste tis"'o' as aril, thi. 'r fr<m€ es .ncc se lva- ha°=e kaer run occ' th t t..err wl.: be a .=dg ,-

i ' i it gcx. y, of :acc ; ty rr , cc.v, e coif; a.. °,er :oir ho ;r t( s i' ppened, r<<ho Is r..sp:=ns; to in' : wE it rep, col k.,; tc',er€ :o 15 

tat his ne er t ap ;err= again`= 

Paul Scully > 

Shoe 

I thank the hon. Gen is noon for that promotion to Secretary csf State. He raises some really important points, The point is that, 

,w he't l'Z ~u € 1~1c: c aii t. 5r' rcvJ b`4'il lie' tc£'f Pto p .'y, the !.;r r"rra rfere Pte. 4e £:x cIt „e c a', , 5 de wu r': I ' u ct, " re f,C ,;4;s1; j"t "LL'> L IC 

LIOLLOM ,)f this to it  cwt  o rr"Ude what 3 'c is arod how they „•;,e r' r`o`ar.t e, and or tarp: they con nevf,r €r.~Pp~ar~ ci g`Ilsaat

aucfl,y ,r:tafr + tic i pus'' -,o t3 sTyji r tl€'s 4ic pia <rs $  r_ r, _. ts€. . 

Simon Felt > 

(Barrow and Furness) (Con) 

r Sheri^ 

!,<;sb ,lira `,stcr i w ,s c sula-p -str-isv ass €n a . Shp ra? a r-rrr "no shc:a a ,d i ,t fats r bove'the prr+t,erl y Asa result c th ; se ;3nc a1„ 

se i.ast ..v+ yth no, Shia wa s tr<e v .ry ;'!net per it tr, .ran e, and .see 1cr at o sr..€ gcr r' a nevvty e .rt, td c P r +d carry w ith sae the, 

rtger she hrou+0ht _`? th'srit . Eer:i.irt,, Pose ii ccir. Fi enm ceu,cepv th ,,.'it 4,hiire thy. Post Office hi' t cepted ifi S it t.??'rt~tc F3core theca I 7 

l rr!9, leer j s, v =.a !qa for n,opke lik-' t -s 'Vi' Le re t;aey,are Fir_ per y c,)rr ,,cn .c-st,rad fc,;- ti«. f. ,nn;..acst am enmtiono lose,, they f , cesa° 

Vril.I re of rm what the C c scent .gill tg,aoc so' 'Ih:: to tc,ir .inns ,penso, on :air ,it ~ alc,F. to c'err qc:.g ,ub-pest,--nesters ra, of ruh-

t%c astrnrcr cis a,a 

Paul Scully > 

cit Share 

6.,r~Fsr;l'l€a No':l os -sty. of `car! JO ma, c.. Ea t,ttar rrtn of c a¢s rah;, iar.ve : utl ;red.° ira .lei.. Y!<. hr.'Ao @'er bcr fray sic ,tgE. (P' 0l a s. wE ri.tfit 

u="sir; he sat that t'^e Post Office - Ito Id have he -o rr ,rrc €dco. a i d f:-us in s s b- :too misters. Of course w wi',Fr m ke sur.l ora: rem 

s; e t t_oo the bF-tto t c ti a's tc: get so cc. .aet'ce for Isabetic, qtr; 1. on Vice oc; t ti' go ion I char cr ad that tr y t.;av_, cc of _ di act ier °sm''. 

As tor sr-3-K`---ist ca' cc' wF , h,cme not yet berm pt tt to u°a:,-., b-et r' y : cav, cc`fer; d si oit , at of ag 't m  o s .,rra ft : wcrd t»e 

t.,,ke id v entcrge of _}se r.ist "ricoi s or .01 .sci ,cm:e th Post Office r s iuuncher, 
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Nell Gray > 

(Airdrie and Shotts) (SNP) [V] 

Share 

h nnf hap  ref arr ., "Sp .nka>r. 

Tlher is no 'doubt ti it :-'riory grave. ina :sti';:es . ,as been served upcas -b s no ter, a  sub-t is ii'- re e. sc, ,fie .:-f v 'a or: he ve 

s,=ane to jail =rind .o= _ ev-ryr.en . I knc s, th at i ;y constituents wr`.( w; ant wc ch€r.gs. ]h fi rst is to see l ust .e :'one car Jr° e futt f n;ct 

brought out 'ri c public into =fir;, wh `ch 's v.hy ojudge-led pu _ lac inc, airy s. .portort, They will att,a vs- at '-o see . ae = loyal post 

office nets c;rCC 1. ot to istaria, Et si etded from the p,,;ertia or fic..,to as as- 'ig ..orr, ;4', . as ions o: mcnogerr nt. Sc wt t 

f.l.an do, ,, tav nis "er "ave tc en ;are bo'li? 

Paul Scully > 

share 

err"t' ioni c rai ha'trict t€:o.t r[ae'tcur rns of refuronce, sre wide and deep er<=wea l s.€. Thejudge has cal iv r w t 

"itsaatiali; PAr e :-ara.,c,r has oar ud; cc a . r' ary pages of a resp«cm s,f salt arct what hr'pf r.ned, +ihen oi,xf v.lr,at vverrt 

~';aa3  lie 'i K. sure we con bu€ld on that evidence, we listen carefully to thr Jjlro irp vo been wronged and we make sure it 

Bob Blackmon > 

(Harrow East) (con) [V] 

Shore 

GRO Mrpaak r. 

V.-u l 0`"90 ft  'ii 4"%';.tE. s I ti ..s _...,;Sa'1 "1a .sa ci Ins their .651 liilr.,¢`id  ,a a a :"eputad,3ns, d"as'.0 t°l at -' orne have ios" their 

liber'y, ays o result s f a 'rasa sy cools #,ter ss ste ai. I knc w that my raor=., Friend ua ,aer_ tar fs :.he -trio Ec,: a i t t,rotioai al a Item Sier; t'Che 
Ht riz-on'. uriati!:ri h;;,s h rajah ::an , he dcCnis, bi. does' e cgre-a tt it i ,e orAy right wa° da..st tku star. a w`il b ti. re.__are chose vict:rras 

to ey 'r th;-- h or_ial rao.. c -r th _y wou°ti t?: ve bee i Er hod tF.s tcau syr tens riot o currc. I as r:aIt  -lao_it fn h c _ rr,-en at n 

and ;n ¢E scala,gy, ar a,'quclly, abc Bat t Ee a arinm Is LeIn:=s' b ,aurr.iit tojt ttic.e. 

Paul Scully > 

'^4 bb ore 

I thank my hon. Friend for that question, The paint he raises shoe s vvhy it took a court to get to the bottom of this, to break the 

deadlock that had been happeniriry clver so many years, vahich should have been settled so rnuch or er That is why €ri Dec ember 

2079 both parties in the aira,aal !ill is son agree ca settlement, follower g g eral days of mediat€on ---- it was a financial'cttlement 

totalling e57.75 million, ,"vr witted claimants cum it go through .: 'larch ,r rr roc processes are in place for them to ieceiv"e 

cormperisation, if app or

Dave Doogan > 

(Angus) (SNP) [V] 

wC Share 

T e Post Office rags norm slow fir€ dr gg ag i;aft -w;.rrk .fig, moor Est sub-poste: aSt .rs ; ad :>uE pr:.;trr..str_ss_s r,,,I ftt... c ur'=_ a th 

E sirs of api. ou . d,-,to 'ror : a awad . , s to a, f- fie ,not it see 4 to be flowed, the ell depriving go =d p tol :e rrt. th cr_ ratr., of Vie r 

rx am iur.;taer of hey re,aut tins sue rae ,.,,ses an: pz ;soot sets n .. m imam ~es thsnr La er r o--d, :ra ;:rally 0 -MT th.,er .fives. 

Pica the. Miciist_r o'.ce;-t t':cat _a .paa ito-let pulblic inq airy, not,  a revie w, s requirod, a without defray, and that anything l=ess - a 

E-rtf; ar c.ssr ,ill ..n t e =4elf;are of IcoriE:on fie ;7as, 

Paul Scully > 

' Sho e 
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Tae € ndf tgs outlin,.:I d,!rir ti' e i r anion case, provided _its rsive i sig.,t it o v.hc, w nt ,v°rcr g with the Post Office--this iract_,do th=-; 

rode, cr - er jua:,,cv l re' iew of dhe "ac',s t` at , L dc here l.ee la<ckar 1 tc°r. Fowever, tn.: sr.; ions ra„pa-t.s oaf this case mean aeore 

r ..e tc= be ior-.,. a,e ,=are`, to ae ..ssr;rec that the eight lessons are €e ned, c ad chat is ae taur r;asu of the independent review tieuc 

vied are in thr pr cc s or'so tin u f, 

Joy Morrissey > 

(Beaconsfield) (Con) 

wf:l.t at Mi v-I r, is in ak ying. t0  [b ,Pte too the postmasters in ',scan field an i RaVc!,' , i.anc,', u t r who haave tirete ss€y 

cut ried, ear rhr-caghaa;at cnvid -t 'f v.(!. € e. ci~sojoin mein pay€ng tribute r.= rir Pua ..1, a,ahr.'.r irta.s,.et aiv r~ F from co r:a-T"3 and served the 

people of Hedgertey loyally r zee v a o'ingly known as CD to anany of the Custr rrael arch the f=kkrr rte c' pi= sac rio rmty demand an 

apology but demand justice Fn,.r the countless mars and warren who served arc ha suffer da cat th, . h:apvd rf t€.a Post Office, and aaho 

see na just€ce? i hope that htrn, v0U have the courage to deliver that for thern. 

Paul Scully > 

Shore 

,.'st . e i es; act ,' w ;at wc;';t sand Nh.:t Jar: to. be ;eer? to be ,to ;a. I ,vcb. Id ,o l rrtl er , cc ter 3 n y sf nl: "ath _x to .he far;~,ily sf r= r 

F,.ate as'yeti„ be cocoa' u;==' n forger, 1n alt ;.aft.;is; ot , "Us pa r-aico;ar raar.,er ire irn  p- 'tr av"er;.= ap an,f don she ;,ourltr a

o ain an incrediblejob for the :cost vulnerable PO LC i„ soCie=y. 

Kate Osborne > 

(Jarrow) (Lab) 

Shc>e 
. .... ............................. ............. . 

GRO Mr Gpe;aker`• 

At Pr "'c M`sr ist+ r s; :tuestic-' tm Fe ar {, the Pr a a iir ister ngrr r-A, with r y €: Ts er;t ,o 'a it ̀ rra hc,9d or € grlc penrte€ P,Equii a 

intra ttnki aor: ifa:r; "r,a,ra,dul, r ,'call s rcti t haat question r.al, ta'.ta _:. iette r to the Prime Mirdrt,er, hrwe rrtu,rrtt, s crater, eas lv

a response +"ra the rI  ster.. i S?t9t.E,'=."ranp the Gr, era eri C'r';farnnnhPr.ares:tra o reOeac 3yrn .ho r,rlla `,i"tr;, but this can.."i_'i i,a.;t'. be rl r a' 

of oraat mistake' , 4 - ,th a has ̂9f: rrra.. t'K "•fYYa'fia, Iq. r'.S ar the ()i2.:taat iEii;lkk Tr",,f, l*-.r ,c a, '€'r...13r',gf ah?a . t=~.'a;" cave Iv-.£:.rr destroyed is?5~r taP:'r. 

end", iPI iR Rd i P" ,cch- pastrara tcr" a d1 'r€ ' pas ri .rVe sic , Pi r`oi cnI t Lt ncy° Uf ,lath,`.,, S I ark the ' 4 s'e,a ca m 3, 'rri t icr e 

ir4t, ,, "1!' €", rs'at";Cry to dolRit7 zTi©.'','i il. lee . ti 'ttrr`!P~': t'i. I'fr ,"(P.'?y '"t, ,d~`E j. t? l"r revit,ov ti;" <tuick; ly ti's p<oss t71a' "Iri t,. t, dli t:a'.ike , t,rt 2.a 4kdk,r3~:t 

ti o,,,.a r „v-, ,.rnsrlale for the scandal, acid tans o that ea a. h €B"!e'rvkjueal cas it arnd } r pi:.r c . .#sl`ar„ .,";t%'.cra s„, ,pC kd to, aal a ra x4: 

t ftar'CLe ;. 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

i ,her k t .e ;an. to _'Y fear ti; v=::ark ha_ .slay ass an' on *hi<r rest..°wter, G en her aa..cg ;:our -I, I can understand h- r r..at € ;at in ; s = ho 'e 

said, it r,: irn or Vanf to ;;nova tl=at . co ,srr s of reNprr, cc of r acs . cic per det revie.er a o a de • nc .Igh and deap ono l to let ro t= e 

Lottorn ,,-,f'chat happer;ad An Ind .pe.tder t i dg a h' s arret dy look ,d .t th e ar"d ,uit ul. a bod; of ewicdenca a.nd tithe vie-'ws, which 

c, ll he tier, be looked eat tar arson ,alt :aner t tt, th re evt. Ca. nc ; foagei i.hc.': prrla:. in. uir°es ,: ar' nt e1 ii 7e rirt 'no oc ccv`. gr. %lt i s 

t arr:aeltos' tho is "es ry  ft a Moos°t. 

Mr Gagers M ohendra > 

(South West Hertfordshire) (Con) 

the -e 

Happy birthday, Mr Speaker. 
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a < cc eo ues it the, Ho=_ se ha "  a,',ad 5d .. ti: ia. p star  t s_rb , ost=note" d =rin is g. ~brrl pane mi tthat reasst,mrr e 

r. an my l or Fri rid iiv th=:at Post Office bd h as €..nr.,..rs ao th 1 there ne 8s .0 Ey ti. dame to cu.ui.,:l a d ac rganisatianal .ha age 

t. er cur.; th its ,b . as,-rnc:rters come Far and tat she etc et e crnitir;.al at ad of aaas '; of'f ae reri'ais s in our communities ar 

yr at  to or Co 

share 

t think that that lesson has definitely been learned by the new at  cc r.ltive. a r r n!; th r ravr or ent f ar Fa vararr r .i, ias 

~aachrd+td .s ort a rr'aw fran omurkfor the Post Office 4., irnak_, Sure'tltrH r' ":an fattrBxf a -a> €w wur'0aJeirt rrio,a+raa^.;a i<seats fr arrr sub 

POST ric2fr,rs. Nick a. background  „.la,~ondcnc ,n 'r  orate;, s a ,aga t ), fae `is used to wca,kiaj cril.h ea,,le 

as stakeholders rather than as simple emptoyces rar instruments at a large comparsy. 

Clive Efford > 

(Ettham) (Lab) 

Share 

•-•---• -•--•-• s 

GRO I MrSp>ak:r. 

T`;e ties Cr lain sa rt ti aue l t`raae,, th..t t` ss'tir iti . 6 rtss 4:=txsr liar rte' d t,', L . 6t-_arct rIr2_, xlrrtir ..a,ps l€ cersa ta;, ..s.i c arR lr rr^rare €ar "u 

,. .1c' cf t ." iii vha i :n a',i E r.:,. rnenit J!r . his iu...tICi;>.l and is i3sot c' ft an, rid apenr r"h.a E o:'._ £.di quiry ' 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

1s, Sub p,.,;u'a 'm , ,.. tihr ,'ive been vrtan r"irrd hrw this want so r, 'u . e and tit  w,. s ̀„„. @.0 '  VWn fat: i do P t Ss ion'? to happen "s S 

f'.i41 'ci  lrE:"Iflryt  rr o'% taka. many n.any 4y 2 or + and cost I  ! l,na of -~a,r o, t x get Ra a e as 1, rr"l"H¢~.,.e ,tataen r , Whc%i p IIe tiave 

rr'a: r„ei"tnce to s;turlj the terms' of re fr "er'ire, the t wAll reaii .,- rhtiL the .isrkiF Wfll a 7r' ,deem Fort r vV^r`i' Y=v t artrt inT"J i;k'.if- e rlrr tL 

Post Office, and that a or he wilt listen to them to make ::r.ar , shrat their s~odc,. ra, gold--anotjust listen to them but ma ,e .or 

tr r' 'a. :,"o! rr's Farr, r atuaH t"re to Feed into ranking sure that this can ne-..r to ,.an again. Then, ! hope, they will see rh:rat urs 

F,c d,cra.<.>,. 

Caroline Nokes > 

(Romsey and Southampton North) (Con) 

Tree, Share 

6 tlra==.k ray h,)n. Friend for is a si .an_= a tt: m} io , F. en tt°' M 'ether for f'far hopes: (R';art° a td .'ke. s), rut one of ,he stun"=rob! erg 

t .ac' s t a .ad9 led it-r u ry is co- I. L= a  hr ' a 'e . aa,, it E_ of :of tely iraI aer nt  :a tt t e l on F.}t, fe<,:.ant sul--pc.stm a sr-rs ;rib

postr-riast: es,-es . crass the 4rhit:.e r- our pry; an ' inF ee, si -'ci coE.;y ir: Ramsey a. d f:autlaar pt._=n t. art , s eau i rot have at ice put, or. 

Gfti the st=rain an t'he ct' ray.ters>? 

Paul Scully > 

Shoe 
. ... 

Sub-postmasters who have been wronged, including in Ramsey, need to ensure that their voices can be heard quickly, with no cost. 

i hey, nine a t,a 'sure tV ttE .. r,rsar °never happen again, and get the acknowledgement that there have been severe mistakcs that 

Era ,, , at . .t i°rais ry ta<;r r r snye 

iartyn Day > 

(Linlithgow and East Falkirk) (SNP) [V] 

S ar 
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This cc:sdol represents a . ias =ive lai€;are of r: ccoo rrtabi:.ity , ns ovc-rs€r rt, not,u' _ by Post Office Ltd, bat.t b- th Gcver`irrl?.'it. tai?':,th, 

Mrnn er ;ipc==€.oc se it os  , wI"iocr. lives h;~ ve t.5 c' H r~..,nr`i?'`./ho— assuronc>'e coin ,e p'ovije arrat the to ;'ec arising ro`b th:e Hari.-.'on 

case Nil nog, at ct ,ostmosters` pay and unfairly pr raI=se giver. rr re postmasters acid y,ab-x,os mraste s? 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

There have been nuroeroue attempts c°vx r the years to try to resolve the dispute. The fact i.s thoit the Post Office has independent 

operational control. I owever, facts have come to light through the litigation, revealing that the advice that the Ooverrirrcent orrbi the 

share' r asiss received over that period ,vas flanged. That is why the Government will be in nilcn-ing closely the progress Post 

Office iri delivii.,i in; ire, his igrrs ie~ e of c r  following the settlerr^ent, inclutlir;' or jii Lhe revie w. ,rxe is a lso revs . ed 

the r'r;c'ho a& "ra" Elic.t c i va in plan e rc,~ hood' 'r;r oversight oftlre Post Office b. it crc "I 't  triquesivy f slir. rr,fru,dtrr riroc' PJs;

std "Li iig o Post O ce po bey rdea' n the raepartment for usiness, Erna-shy ciod mdust ial trg teg _rids ,r bUsh'sng o 

fr x ncinr€,. k OCU'.¢rti ;t tr,, govern th r _ ,uti:,nship b,..tween BEIS, UK Government In r. tn" erEts asrd i.ii" Post Office, 

gs;on > 

(c=ast Dunbartonshire) (SNP) [V] 

" Shore 

GRO._._._._._._._._._._.i, Mr Speaker. 

Iris ` ova nrne he 're fiaad six "r'i{; eh_ to 'ra-:t Ca`i ii ui°"'y---"ix 'ror'.Fii to a_eei Ju", iGt for the da a' e, <%ter pt ii rid ioss of 

li 'C "00 cc useA by Ii this ands!, 'lot f u.,t to see wh -,th-:r tr a Post Office ir~as !(ear:.t l,:sse==ns. "fht l°i'. ister h _is said that he aus hr. d for-

t' e it Jeer °;_ien re. e >, bi, t w';=lot ,. b,: ut l Std Minna tc she sub. pc'rtrrr ost.,..rs °iiic hoe tbeen teit dewdit ;re lay this =rcarido and p v€'; ir7ff 

t err wit.ii t e 9€_,fig' k::z rr-'usrf thay E.) desporat :ly ,aorta?  he r~ii ..ster st,.p :otisng with reviews o rd . arrr riit ,od,iy t. a 7ud a-
lea i qu; ar? 

Share 

We can talk about semantics, brit what we aacti,ally+ need are the terms of reference that get people what thsy ,ennt. Whether we call 

it a review or an inquiry, the fact is that it wtitl under', grid arnrt ackno'vledge shot went wrong in relation to @ i ;riaa:c in by drovvirrg on the 

evidence. it will o ,a ry r rhether the Post Office ho, €ecmrit its l ssons, whether the commitments made byth Post Office in the 

mediation settlement hr c., err properly d"l vere,a trr;l iaviirtlrer the processes and information provided by post offices to 

postmasters are scafac€erGr r: °will also exarrr€ne the goaaer iisnc0'] id  whistleblowing car trols no e is s ' are at Post Office ,to. That is 

what we need to ensure that aav •et answers in as timely or fashion as possible I am saint tho2 it f r.=s takin six months. These things 

ore complicated. I,Pai€I love to hove announced the rreviewthat following day. Howe cr i parts tr aEa that we riow hove terms of 

reference that a a eleoep rind wide enough to get the answers that we need or r on or h cc pas masters ha':s"' oh" desperately been 

waiting. 

Mr Andrew Mitchell > 

(Sutton Coldfield) (Con) 

*," Share 

t y h , "rise id ie tin' wte is it right 4o e npl as l ,e t:,e -ee for sp=wed, bu, pc r+p1 hr iii taaka i tt:eir :.Pw.. liv ̀ ns, ,tnd have ben 

v rorigly ::.orlict,.d c nd mp issiie,i. it ;+or.- n; t g,4 p uc: mr, re -e us thr , tt at. "'his Ho se is h,.re .o a_efe.sd -?ie be de; of our 

r.m ituents, ltd it hwi bear „i a. nd the-,thsa Prime Mi ist:.r c -nfi nevi o:; 26 Fek.rura~y t sat the'e vFoul,f "--ler;r be or inci air , or d„ 

No  thou ge t. qr estion, vii.. h I, pas: w€,h t =cc, lequ  s r the, Govei irai=nt rwhc'he:r th _ w .t oil- the Ha nasal may kr dr 'cruet 

r. i tl s Ehnen; frr tit ;e vx-,ll ftl° e e ,venrr nt-' 

Paul Scully > 

,here 
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We h oo'.ked at _he , iff treat or_ao rs. do riot scc t s.rrn thmr:g I t it ng, dawn at any'., cc'LL y for °:Lab -pi `I. V act: rs, and wl =.ch 

d aes not nev.esr in git a y c=asv rs for years anda •ea"s to comae, if e sr. Sorneo:re uses; to ° ay vo s' Se, "Le :s cE sts., rr:,,re pe' d." to

vi,e n ed mo r.ns  t `iot we =;a€ do mhis in a timely In emu t t ?at doss n; t r€-ffior: that v need _a r=.,ash :hi ,ug ; tl... d.. Lai', as ..he 

r_ die ,,v is= go ig ,thy ,"ad. aye iei to t€s_en ro the w_ of 'he u€l -po- tr€ ast ;rs it ha e f -ver wr no _d umd at ft a, _ ng Id r thF 

f =adi mgs ofdusti e lras  t ersur , that ich thingshi  :viR tie's r hap en ;again. 

Rachael Masked > 

(York Central) (Lab/Co-op) 

'^4 Shore 

GRO MrSpecker" 

The c revs . ma or op_icak as .: tl: ~re s n t1€ g t in th cc' ulrw hr v°e Con as i si.racial _',nrs ho.: ter.Vted!, ft air.:. at ey r.ou!. t hive Jomr;s 

somMth hi.. sit €atatiran h:as left :orr°munitE..s ! :: Yr k, ,, e a as = l€a`tan, let .aft of ¢; post office,. Tl e f_.t..t is tl at t°ae = no :rn or se or 

their' llt", "ids onri -1' no': ua— their a'ow 'r"'•i, ar.h sr b-1 ̀.i5t. ;bra rpr. an::< S, fast is 4'., o,c, :fie:u-  $i` nari ins;o joil c!rid in e b ankrupt., 

and orr a tc; sk hei - liv s ' co t a Gov arrsr°sign- nL.-- wont a fma i i:ac9 „>mi :9 irqui y ilh d" ; area-tars necessary ;o inure tir;;;te end dig 

~aep hr muse c' rev:,'o does n ,t hold hos .,ow.;rs and OF art ps:~os : their (a ir rani in a.s s ~; fitter? 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

The Post Office as :.ca tt tla..,t it °vvsi cs,aip 'ly with t_his rev ew, iii bust-; fui. for tfl:at c..,ri - fiance. or ;=4 i rn acre tliat the 

inde,, ea rrt at  .,itl arat Ira gel right it the bottom c.` thing , iicvve yer one ti. t tcibcs, iN area `ca wt c.r with' 'he review and get 

it stt rte n-

Or e fie rjnoterd ssrrents actions over tile past low years, th is Issue happericd avC ace 1 ora3 or €, viii hindsight t acts have acme Ira !~mt 

in the i.itigation that ;ar;"axa o;the advice received was Hosted. Howeve . we huvc no e, ,d for rrr>amiy years to make sure, t.  ivL clan get 

a bet foments and i r r g€rata that we are at the point at vt'iicii w Cr .tUit to ,,,r a{ ere carry v Frs, 

Miss Sarah Dines > 

(Derbyshire Dales) (Con) 

Shorn 

As a Naar fist -r c, m  far 3C ;,ter s exp Brie ice_ I h,pve wits os: ed ct f tt yon.a tl as ecr do as iti[„r t' at , w-on to 'vi for, or 

even a ff lse ;.ic is a" :,mot , c n hrinC to ;a fatal; . T' is i. th  United Ki gd,wm. This is =an viii tic =K.';il t e l=, ni to re smi, e r e t at 

fotio{^:tin,; the re ie+. °the°re :gill, e .Ica. cs ;ntm< iit:. bar. iv, e t` ,s e.:jut at rio of yet: ei< destroyed a ...uc it ;<er iv i !io ' isC`tutan? 

*C Share 

i ','l in I. my hon. Friend for that question. She is right about its being a much-loved institution. 41tho k vve ri°rust not lose is the amazing 

work tad 6 ,,St aii.t e;; :arid, .,rile pr aim-aaas e, rs uV. girl ra "era i:.ri: , sir 5 ii.k rsisra brut putatmr:eis ii.e of v arr, is ed lay

wf
,
Iut happ at m' a rkrn ieur pe. €o-, iNe ia-ad ms ' a  a;? at iCidy us Pus ible, .'so IF I tla€ aim it rir"icf uti ,t§ us ca it' i tint 

r r>r o -iii'£ €a :atir;. °is that the,ha ir°rn cads v itl l s €rag €E r yr d feu€" tot e'viaara, 

Dr Ru Huq > 

(Ealing Central and Acton) (Lab) 

Shart 

Many happy returns, Mr Speaker. 

Foar the I4;ate'.a, oving fror r btiinp na 1w ors ;,r etc .i Cr;ow post office to m:. r aa> trine dec -de< to theito in  uu-pos?m ste: tale 

mr th cc .int" y w.as :,mesar'it a. a b' a . re, re t an, tree, .cut t t; r e :i m. 'o , ni+rhtr, a when ;he,.• to ,' rt i o; ly s,ab ar .ica aursi f rrs;.;ne= 

t, utthemk me Ata, arh p` ys of hoc th !ad their r=putatiraiis. ter at==i e.:de__i u w€ h a .criram I e -'ct an tc;z—'he hum iitit_ no of 't, 

T fey wcr t to k  ihy in . cton, arciore than 2=J years, they were seem as upstc adia g - ho us c the cc unini-y—ghe ;„y htridled 
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r cltl-rra..liar, pound suns _grad ha_. a 'rafe ka —k=nit ada enly i n Ox' rd 'thiycR era tee ety bra, rded c.., or al  Why c io € tat- 

t' e Crin a'. Lo es Revi w Corram 'sr - i t;. say ti ,o t err ha<=, b en a n :sc.. rriage of Justice. 1r 'e ,as the Oversight? Fira ,aily, cca , the 

t inrr4-ter cc e  a r- or the arc:aai.. a ti at I-, au'ca V:2nn, (La :)a+ a rr.._ rr, 20" 8 ti :at . ,at rtra t:rovarl post office v  r . ap-n? t o,,asC:.i o.: ha r 

v atcc a, :nd :he r  an a rnr_ r, 

shc~e 

Wa lnc d the ar,a sP abl .ra i:, .k of roost offices for a number ofyears now, on which- -obviously, covid-19 notwithstanding----we 

natal to make sa: , sa;.. ,corn bail'I r sa area- - aaaswers to ,,ate r the tErree Potels----ia croon stituents, who were fi ne, upstanding members 

of the ccrnnraerrai'y o.wrt se  i,a tl.-c ,vaay 2_, raasuss aaf tl:c aactions o`the Post Office. 1-hcat : why we need to get this review done ri nd 

why we na ,d'Lia get the i ndependent chairman's raconnmendations out, so that we can seejustice done. 

Gerald Jones > 

(MerthyrTydfil and Rhymney) (Lab) 

She e 

r1 an ha- rpy` ret am of he da`y, M Speaker, 

Y`a x .col a t:fai,4 scandc-a d srotr r€ r as '. a' rE err €_ ju ga at rriE:-sir ry t r.'_ 1 . s .a o} r:slsr` : t ; roO •'vr f2. r  r s Cr'r a rase 3faut aaccc pt that. 

L'' Lai, i.5s ti..; or-sty ,ay tU sacc' ̀ rrne- l'uIty and !_',,L,E Jns'-ver cc Ira-, i,i'.is s,, ,rrr strraa ti gent. or fur s F t .n j and LC ash' :' ac n€t<Ur :rar r rrrd 

I oar aci e tr- rrr . ac..sli ue-rts and alr.;aso- u.- m re r rc 's the a >u'

TOi il'z] 

SI`aa;re 

We hare 1,000 pages of.lustice Fraser's findings to build on. Reviews are going thrraLrgh Lra never sarin clan# to k at a number of 

co victions, W' have 4.inin rv.ratry a..a bu on ul:l. of that 6 ilc.p . .<: ci behe' a, 4hnt i that'[. ca+a'y otea r k mitt fi red the answers that sub-

p astrin. a>.a.as :area€car zar.eaar kirrem edecisia' ., were t mien, vet,cro took those de si onas, how ti =y arrsr.t wrong and hoar they , were ofowsd 

to .° 11 'roc . The fact is tf ri ,+J c' rrlu f a t  sornv, rra ae ens th`<L it can never happen again. 

Tracey Crouch > 

(Chatham and Aylesford) (Con) 

I think the Minister is doing an excellent job® and I have been in his position, when I announced a review but was not allowed to call it 

a review. I tl;:apr,.crc`e that ae writ -c tr ick Lhc difference be*rvea„n v replew nano or ina.rrrg, isj .sst _err s, cut for no;ry f ec, •te °'lose 

semantics r=eaLE: m tte,r. I :har- o do gues' views aabou,; the ns-vd'€'=.or t, rc rode n..en: in' air;, I v  tic .'sa .ike :o a ma , Wl'tat he 

ru irster ;:viil. do obr.at f r . cc .lpens to F ah _-,s s ,id the th re are ;-mist , wf at the 4,os .rn -aerr a di:,, butt is =aat,y 

impo rto'at that e kooks at .::hi;; ac win;'ncr sees a iat stews an e t:.,ke ; to en- ure 4hct th- nse off,. cted as e S,,.ity -:anc rai='y 

call ;:ensate,d. 

Paul Scully > 

shore 

rnn tcsrra`rd ..,1 corrna rtsaai.iara, tine rrncrr.of ora tfraat took place ail settlement to be reached Iby 'I r:aernbess of th st p  tit`ig rat ion 
Other sores -p tma stsa vvho Ii - 4 ben Ecund to be wrongly coil icted will be able to go through other pruccaytll t

corn,r.en w,,vr , and arry postrrsosters w  were not parr ;.a,` Llr r ill '  lion but suffered a shortfall as a result of rh* Post Office' ill i n 

obt<r. to c-^pply to the i s st;irical scherrre. I believe that this reviu v',v€ll be gable to get to the answers tan laid un U- loamy r l ea lr en,';;tr 

that a,tic:a trio c : has built up through the findings of his court case. There will be a tot of ansa as aah recta ran raatiur?s a rear e to 

secure the fkeLor na ;ruin arad relationship between post floaters and the Post Office. 
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Douglas Chapman > 

(Dunfermline and West Fife) (SNP) [V] 

Share 

GRO Mr Speaker. 

Folic=:vintf th,S case being taken tc the Hit h Court, I have rend that some Fujitsu employees ore being investigated for perj.ury. which 

is a big deaL What discussions has the Minister had with the Attorney Gerwrol and the Ministry of Jastice on this issue, and when wi',. 

he announce, a js de 5  led inquiry  into This whole sorry debacle? 

Paul Scully > 

4 Share 

My understanding is that MrJustice Fraser has referred a number of people to the Crown Pio„ec, .Eta Service, 

Derek Thomas > 

(St Ives) (Con) 

Share 

I hope that all the time taken to wish you a happy birthday has not delayed any celebration you might have planned for later, Mr 

Speaker. 

I wart to raise a case that is one of m=any. Susan Knight  was a postmistress of 32 years who was dragged before magistrates courts 

three times and ? ruro Crown court twice and .made to Pay ovar 'i ,OOO, f hi Lady's We was made c misery, with her reputation 

t cash-. ed and32 years of seance for the Post Office counting .,:or nothing . It is too lots ..or her to: rebuild her business.. She is bas.icatiy 

is f°t with nothing. Can the Minister assure rae. my constituents and Susan Knig L kraut she will be adequately compensated in good 

time without a huge effort • o achieve that result=' 

4  Share 

My hon. Friend refer, to Susan Knight. He has aba. told me about another constituent of his who was the tandiaad, of a local pleb and 

last that pub. It was another terrible story alongside those we hove heard from Members an both sides of the close, about their 

constituents, In terms of compensation, rr" r, r,bnis of the rc'a lit.igat ,or, have reached r,3 settlement, .rod I cm pleor; ad that {a 

settlement was reached +r ie.r many ,rears and that: the deadlock was broken. As I said, anybody else who hw„ not claimed con join 

the historical shortfall scheme, and if ,,,sole have been vwrongty convicted, there will he procedures in plearre for there to claim 

compensation,. 

Alan Drown > 

(Kilmarnock and Loudoun) (SNP) 

Share 

-,-.-. GRO •_•_• Mr Speaker: 

While the Post Office vwra., wbfull.y hiding its own tailings, it operated  system where by ,su ;-postmasters were auta .. atL.ally guilty. 

The Post Office then rats its .a"ga"rs prosecutions, so in effect, it was judge, jury and executioner, This proves th:ut Wv reed a judge led 

pub lb inquiry, With  o.11 tire powers associated. with that, '.v .ietbul . r isciosurL and a call ..34 evide Vice. in the meantime, can E ..e 

Ministe. ..tell rae what steps the. Government  have taken tsr ensure that this abuse of power can never be. replicated and that „sod-

postmasters not hove fair ourd t'.rr ss oor"er L contr'aac-_s? 

Paul Scully > 

. Share 
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mrJ' sty re F-asa r is that in iepr=nc€ nt ua r;e . ho has lac !<erl rnt , ea acc.ywlaat the how.. Gentleman described, tK hic h i ,'Nia = w, wr:=rit' i 

build on ="hc, e dings in what hra ep€r,as ,,xt. in Post Office has rwalis.ed and, it ii acknowledged that it has dc ,-re F,rong °"he fact 

r ti. +,; ft e Gone 'nrr,ert: within€ acs ne a o at .in' hip and ne fr,,mewo .k a ; th., cc 'e r'~sureholder in the Post Office rte, d t : en sure,

treat •,Kie car cinm,ys _. th , w _ rk'hat is r on - to -Far;, trust F-nd ret .aila the re '=at st p w ith Future sub-postmastr rs. 

Chris Loder > 

fIJest Dorset) (Con) 

shore 

pr g, a[t~. c`..t: J'-,:-ar'xe c aI3 tT"r s R. Ll'r.'i in.n ta`ent p )ta have been inrw.ircorated and r, r. nsonr' 1 L+"r' or ?ry,' ti?`o?'1

° C e,rn ur , %,n sub a nns a-. rs or a a' cu as l y in pr i sons if t hat is Vie d:fSse. w8 he commit to exp e t1!7..9 rrY Tw, : iE

a `:all it ve°Ldg'uuark Inn v a T.,^ 
pr, r tso rr In r r ( .< ,e, i` th at is appropriate? 

Paul Scully > 

Share 

V--ho we arcs no going to c:.a v th ..he evisw 3 g t ir. the wr y of th Cr .r,ir at C as  F., virw earn nissior. it is ro:alt 3̂ im;r.ornrant'ha' it 

aet ac aal g th.,ough that -arc e' as qu€;:.kle as .sac ibi fo: or 'n ml  r of resst_ns, not so ttc,, tif. th cor;vit.,so.; of peo ,le 

a o .ily .on,icUed. My ;orf, Fri anc, is c.bs;:sut_Ty r" gh. to :fen, y the t":pact iharp. pl _, h ie r. ee p' . €n pri ;an .vrc aal,•, Their ep Ktat or 

h'as .off-.sec, their tine havec' ifs  ed anc' trio f, r , cote l cases: the it h aes !ova eroded. That is why'i wa;,t t ; is, . ke sure that v e 

an et sn,setapt:aisrev€;w;+nd ins: th{eseans'rersto move fo urd. 

Wera Hobhouse > 

(Both) (LD) 

Shc>e 

If the review that ilre tiirruter° proaoses isjust us deep and w'sde-roasting in geeing into tine aairs"aLalexities as a judge-led irqusr"y, Le 

question is why it should be less three-caansuming a and more cost-effective than a judge-red inquiry. I understand thattile Gavernrrrent 

olways say no before they say yes, so for the lust time today, will he commit to a judge-Led inquiry? 

TL 

Share 

i caar; qiv., th h;.. n. , lerr- ie, or e sy arssaver .as aaa V rep : tckes .ao tang, and tt of ;s laa,,,vvera 'w ht ve pc. aiic ins,u€r„ fir,.: to ,d ems rlt:t 

a tat of expr;? s., wE n 1 -..ath ides t sav, rvr- a ash,, t , rice tk s. ve nsa•.,alrar. € znot is" iy  F.f c,.) r, Mien Is .s Leer-. sp ant;n t€ a I t -C n€° or 

pa  c inTl€ as, We con, r €.her" Spend :.< l~ t rai drrrr it wk ing on act =h r a e can at t areagh a r= view, auRd r r the wo, k

indepenaer K range. who ha ; al.e a looked arc this c:ce ,snt. ha: rr'.rPray kasilt yap he' dr€r, dntion .< a cl r-ank.. ...Eare tsaa-aw we add to thraw 
tat, I -,ca ninrf taa'trre voles og these people who have gone t r jh onssaute heii. 

r° ar '+ at icy > 

(Linc,In)) (Cur, ; 

h re 

~._._._._._._._._._. GRO
-.-.--.-.--..... f 

P;'.a' u,Kac,kc;r. 

Thraaura anal i.lu fi nancial and erraotiono,I su fenrg that the Horizon process has caused postmasters and Inc rr fc 'ase

co in,  . Praa<:. been kept inform cd .5 0- ialopments by the Colgate post office sub-postrrr aster, Si man CP ar`.:z„ .:a my ,rsrrati ien.c ' rf 

Lin I,n, 9.' n my on Friend tell rn_ ,, n ' tka House ho  many senior a icrr€aager> raspons'sbic far the post in r tlatat a Post Office G"gas, 

tab  R, a r re-sigrsed or been song, rr sae f ar hod any bonus payrnenis ra' ok.n~. 

Paul Scully > 

K, Share 
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i zhaink r: y k Jn, . ran nd. w_° of the prc l"slents with tha_ cc;se - ttit i ha ht fsp utter' ov r a yours, which raneons th=at a ist r  p- o pa 

i. ave me°•,ed on _,r r eov_ad oc i°id, in,;, it leas been d ic..;lt to, fcov those ihc hove g one threauon tl o s ste_rii in ati th€>> tin', e, 

rnte; °ag to .J i aek..' t' p ra ht laoa. MI . mbar 1=::,r F?ort , [a rnc n MIr an s) '-ay .ror:, a "ea ntcary  osirior di t we gave ::h€; forr,ser °.'ht f 

cxecrrtav a ,BP. W hove fiat1eve_. tl ,t a a: s:le r 4en_ th.:au h t-e n` ,de .ender . hc;aours corr;"nis or_ wl=ich raorks cm IIat-or 

s pc at prce-vs, l at e have actua':y ade su=re t .at we as wr ttc-i tc the. Coe duo':ty or m 'o' to ask if s he € a iit a ld 

K or sr . rs n i te° ens of t ie -:osi for she now holds. 

Lucy Allan > 

(Telford) (Con) 

ss shore 

ar srik ,ai3 , Mr Speaker, for insl:aihot, me on the call t gat:. 

Xi itS wi h r-,,y ti tan. Frie,id, ,an I ki ovwa th,rt he w€il hcxve :=en d v haI ha he 'n o r tot ay .jns, w:l be ;ist.eni pi rea ar cr@ . A 

tr x .ss _€n G t hi pr.;dr :e s,Acr hr . e r,=.rr <. to the,:. r pr -oh 3ox ov1  y. r.< to r boa' ou- cc tu icri,s Ft  ecaffi :inl ; w c v e k ;ov, have 

-'sr: v conn ct ..id r lotion.c;hip , w th Post Office mien aegarnent nd vwAhc= kn=ew t aat an injustic e hart cmccu, re , {Iat wfl! he -r ; a tr ckte 

I p r=etvrcark of i tertwiFied, vested rsr„,es?s c hi:a € ar  ,pp n;, i E in lUd the Cooj r€eSC fc. . i or ,.f c,;-Fv it.~,. er:pla. yee ." _-tic . lec to 

S ii., >hn ,pf=al o d t ;ar! , fi r.r3n` n1 and onve 1° 

Paul Scully > 

It m be,  Eli  i', 7n; G nrn--'rat "mitre ."s l we :or e r€:, Ci IL €S th,ii , v nn,r;n "It fists-r vv o ti =es ` 't ;at `` pi sh i to make _:;ire 

that se ` an hUr,. a ,e  :iticS t  A v,e c'„n ll; us St rrdel;on=, 'en tly at :d ,, aE'iile fro "i tr"'s Post Office, ," Mpofor . hr a ov "r to ten' 

_._.to cor."'¢e t=ea AU.th ,,.'lose ons rs, I mot it- what f` it .6a er=:. w. nt. 'a`61e stave. n ad r.. 'fl erit, t hat we "Sa` a C,+ r,,,' up %?Vit-' a 

new £rar;evvork for _;n i-tcrcasrwd I . in y c' ;rhr_ rel..,ti;=ar r ieeting to n uraa the i• w=; ci n h nid the Post Office ro -c .ant for its 

actions, taut also ensure that the r;axp aye, gets t".e r nos::. out of 'he Post Office, c 'or a~ an: ._ies qet the ost a at .:f the Post Office a °^d, 

imp crta`tly, postmost r s c an "eel con fades it" hec cis , bin#id _,p Ad rp'ati,.,ns ip <<.'s v4alta =ti c-ak... ha -dc rsw; :'or the post office 

network,, 

Virtual par Etc ipc titan: it--i fair {eei:'iat < coo F e 0tue, 4 Juno). 

Mr Speaker > 

A Share 

inn, crtipr .ci c tow t .. s.s e e xit ;:,f h n *.terribe.'s p=:art ipa. tics y in z.his item o." bu--. tie's .mart ;he saf . ci s'o of ; t e part ,.ipsating in the, 

n=ext, t o  r ,w itsl en the Fri for three ndnUteS, 

r

On resumfng-

1.52pm 

It Presented 

5~res. ntcafon and First Reading (Standing Oder No. 57) 

rEslp`7a"I sib: t" rPS r ~i ~,, ..a,. .,. a_. u. ~; r_ ci ~~`vviC3_ 

Bill read the Firs r - r ` ."} .a. id ,.z S , *Hiss iron >,» . e ;wr 1te;;
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